BEPORT OF FIQTION JURORY

For the American novel 1980 wae disappointing in the
performance of eatablished writers, gratifying in the schisvements of
younger ones, bo American novel, for example, could match the historieal
sweep and Jdepth of Giluseppe 41 Lampedusa’s “The Leopard” or the
pevchological aculty of C,F, Snow's “iIhe affalr.” where our mors
experienced novelists grappled with larger themes, their veach generally
exceaded thelr grasp, as witness James Mi?@hanerg John O%Hara and
Jassamyn West, One exzception wag John Hersey, of whose novel, “The

Child Buver,”™ wore ls sald below,

Certain novelists,whose sarlisy work had aroused our hopes,
mubiished disappointing Dooks during the vear, Willism Styron's
long-awalted "Set This House on Fire” and John Updike'®s “Run, Rabbit”
both lawisbed major talents on minor themes, Each turned out to be
distingnished in manner and thoroughly undistinguisbed in matter,
Yright Morris? “Ceremopy In Lene Tres” was notabls for its poetice
evocation of fhe Nebraska?lainsg but ita characters remained amorphous
cereations for all tﬁé ae;uraay o2f their vernacular, Harvey Swados ip
"Fglse Coin” iaudab%ﬁ sought to depict a hero in vebellion against the
conventions of society, but his people emerged cerebral asnd his
situations contrived, Yerbert Gold's “"Thereiore De Bold”® was a
warm and nostalgic remembrance of youth, but in scope and traatment it

was too ilmited to justify our seriocus consideration,

Fortunately, howevey, the stresm of new talent which
constantly revitalizes American fiction preduced at least two first
novels aﬁ unusual distinction, The £irst and more ambitious of thess
was "To Kill a Mocking Bird,” by Ho per Lee, Set in her native Alabama,

the book sums up in iis seemingly artless tale the prids and shame that
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are &ntegral to Southern living, What starts out quietly as a picturs

of small town 1ife is deleVioped with authentic artistry inte 5 climactie
courtroom ciash, in which not only g Negro priscuer is on trial but also
the cherizhed, age-old mores of the South itself, Miss Lee has set it

all dowm with affection, humor and understanding, zschewing sentiment

yet achieving pathos, ‘er schisvement, it seems to us, may be ganged by
the fact that, although her story embraces virtually ail the cliches

ef the Scouthern novel, they are n@varthala§a=mad¢ te appear here as fresh

and original, This Lz our choice for the Prize,

John Hersey's “The Child Buyer™ is our recoumendation for

gt succeeded ;
runner=up, Among better-known novelists, it seems to us, :
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in striking fire with his szavage satire on American education, His
story, cast ip the form of 2 legisliative investigation, is bo doubt
gulilty of overstating its case and caricaturiug its cast, but its aim is
high and i¢s impact on the reader unmistakable, Few will guestion ihe

validity or timeliness of itz Theme,

We wish to list two additonal novels which appear teo us
worthy of pralse, John Enowles? "4 Separate Peace™ is a shori, succinct
first novel of gfeat promise, Set in a Hew Bngland prep school, it
enlaryes its seemingly restricted theme to one of betraval, tragedy and
remorse ont a lavel rarely encountersed in novels of this kind, Mr. Knowlies
writes with a forge and contrel which bode well for bis future, Though
"4 Zeparate Peace” is too smallescalsd a work for the Prize, we deem it

worthy of hoﬁﬁrable mention,

Mutatis motgndis, this may be sald also of Henry Beetle
Hough's “Lamwent for a City,” which depicts the cnangés ﬁiﬁé has wrought
in a Hew E giand town, The author, himself a newspaper sditor, lamentse-

thmugh%ﬁh& characger of the town®y literal newspaper editore-the ?aasing




of an oid American order and the substituiudon of Bland conformisa
for the traditional HNew England wvirtues of astringency and honesty,
This i3 a viable and timely theme crving out for the novelist®s pen,

but Mr, Hough has pot dove full justiece to if,

We should add that we wers both ilmpressad by the
subtle asrtistey of EBllzabeth Spencer’s "Bhe Light in the Plazza,”
but the fact that the setting and characters were largely Italian

led us to remove it from considevation,

Our recomcendstions, on which we are agreed, are thus

a8 EFollows:
PULLITZER PRIZEssucaess» Ll KILL & MOCKING BIRD, by Harper lse (Lippinmcoti)
RUHNER—;}P, PALVBTE PP BB T « LHE CHILD EUYERQ by John Hﬂrﬁey {K‘l‘l@pﬁ)

Hnorable Mention,,....A SEPARATE FEACE, by John g owles (Macwillan)
LAMENT FOR A GITY, by Henry Beetle Hough (Atheneum)






