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Former Penn State defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky, shown celebrating the 
10th anniversary of The Second Mile charity in 1998, told NBC’s Bob Costas on 
Monday that “I shouldn’t have showered with those kids.”

Second Mile exec 
raised concern

STATE�COLLEGE l 

O
ne of the biggest ques-
tions surrounding the Jerry 
Sandusky child sex abuse 
scandal has been whether 
anyone at his charity, The 

Second Mile, suspected anything. 
The Patriot-News has learned that in 

2008, Second Mile executive Katherine 
Genovese told a person in authority 
that the charity already had concerns 
about Sandusky and certain boys. 

That conversation is said to have oc-
curred in late 2008 around the same 
time that a Clinton County boy came 
forward with detailed allegations of 
sexual abuse. He became Victim One 
in the grand jury investigation. 

Genovese, the vice president of de-
velopment, is married to Jack Rayko-
vitz, who resigned Sunday as Second 
Mile CEO. 

Raykovitz and Genovese were paid 
more than $233,000 combined by the 
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charity last year, according to tax re-
cords. 

Between September 2001 and 
August 2010, Raykovitz’s salary in-
creased 40 percent. During the same 
period, his wife’s salary rose 55 per-
cent, tax records show. 

People are asking The 
Second Mile who knew 
what and when. 

In response, the charity’s 
board of directors — the 
ones sticking with the or-
ganization — hired former 
Philadelphia District At-
torney Lynne Abraham to 
conduct an internal investi-
gation. 

Abraham will be in 
charge of finding out how 
much employees knew and 
how much was shared about 
the sexual assaults that have been 
alleged in a 23-page grand jury pre-
sentment, interim CEO David Woodle 
said. 

Raykovitz’s departure and Abra-
ham’s investigation came as cracks 
in the charity organization started to 
show. 

Members of the state and regional 
boards have quit. Major corporate do-
nors have said they will stop giving. 

A former official said the entire 
organization is in jeopardy. Former 
board members already are discussing 
a new charity to fill The Second Mile’s 
role. 

Abraham’s investigation is now the 
fourth — along with Penn State, the 
attorney general and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education — to examine the 
allegations of child sex abuse and 
widespread cover-up. 

Gov. Tom Corbett has said the attor-
ney general’s grand jury investigation 
is now looking at what The Second 
Mile did and didn’t do. 

“We’ve put in this internal investiga-
tion at our own initiative to review all 
the events up to this date and talk to 
everybody,” Woodle said. 

Woodle, vice chairman of the board 
of directors, would only say Raykov-

itz stepped down for the good of the 
organization. He would not say what 
Raykovitz might have told the board 
about an alleged incident on Penn 
State’s campus in 2002 that was never 
reported to police. 

When he was asked 
about any concerns ex-
pressed by Genovese about 
Sandusky in 2008, Woodle 
had no comment. 

Genovese is still work-
ing for the organization, 
Woodle said. Repeated 
attempts to contact Geno-
vese by phone at her home 
on Monday were not suc-
cessful. 

When asked if he had 
ever heard allegations 
against Sandusky before 
2008, Woodle, 56, said the 

full history will be detailed in Abra-
ham’s investigation. 

Donors pull support

As the charity copes with the crisis, 
it has reached out to the major corpo-
rate donors that have funded the bulk 
of its work. 

The responses have not been good, 
said to Thomas J. Schimmer, who 
resigned from the charity’s south-cen-
tral board of directors last week. 

“A number of the major donors have 
already indicated they would not con-
tinue [giving] pending the results of 
the investigation,” he said. 

Highmark Foundation and High-
mark BlueShield contributed more 
than $270,000 to The Second Mile in 
the past five years. 

“We won’t be giving to The Second 
Mile for the foreseeable future,” said 
Aaron Billger, spokesman for High-
mark and Highmark Foundation. 

Bank of America and Bank of Amer-
ica Foundation contributed more than 
$275,000 to The Second Mile in the 
past five years. 

Bank of America spokesman T.J. 
Crawford said the company was “com-
pletely shocked and appalled” by the 
allegations against Sandusky. “In light 

Raykovitz�steps�down�as�CEO.
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of the horrific nature of the current 
situation and the historic ties between 
The Second Mile and its founder, we 
are re-evaluating our continued in-
volvement.” 

“We are suspending all philanthrop-
ic and volunteer contributions until 
we know more,” said Crawford. 

Not everyone is pulling their sup-
port. 

“We’re sticking with The Second 
Mile,” said Monica Jones, spokeswom-
an for Sheetz. 

Sheetz contributed more than 
$70,000 to The Second Mile in the 
past five years. The company’s execu-
tive vice president of marketing, Louie 
Sheetz, sits on the 
board of direc-
tors for The Sec-
ond Mile. He and 
other Sheetz fam-
ily members have 
made individual 
donations. 

Jones said the 
company supports 
many organiza-
tions that help 
underprivileged 
children in Penn-
sylvania commu-
nities, and “we continue to believe in 
the core mission of The Second Mile.” 

The Hershey Co. contributed more 
than $112,000 to The Second Mile in 
the past five years. 

“We are monitoring the situation 
closely,” spokesman Kirk Saville said. 

The Second Mile raised approxi-
mately $17 million between 2002, 
when the charity was notified by 
Penn State that Sandusky had been 
banned by the university from 
bringing Second Mile youths on 
campus, and late 2008, when San-
dusky stepped away from the pro-
gramming aspects of the charity 
because he was the target of a new 
investigation. 

That removal was a quiet one. His 
$57,000 consulting fee ended. His 
column in the charity’s newsletter 
was turned over to staff profiles. He 

stepped down from the board of di-
rectors. 

‘We’re going to retool’ 

At least seven members of the orga-
nization’s south-central board of di-
rectors have resigned in the last week, 
Schimmer said. He expects more will 
quit in the coming days. 

“I was not happy with the sequence 
of events and notifying members of 
our organization,” he said. 

Schimmer said he was unaware who 
knew what at the state board level or 
when they knew it. 

“We in the south-central board were 
not notified of the existence of any 

allegations prior 
to the formation 
of the grand jury,” 
Schimmer said. 
“At that point, it 
was simply an 
allegation and 
everybody was in 
disbelief.” 

He knows the 
public perception 
of The Second 
Mile is that the 
organization was 
filled with people 

loyal to Sandusky. Most people on the 
regional boards, he said, did not know 
Sandusky. They might have seen him 
at functions, but few had a close rela-
tionship with him. 

The former board members, how-
ever, were committed to the kids and 
The Second Mile’s mission. That’s 
why, he said, some former members 
will start a new organization. 

“One way or another, we’re going to 
retool, rebrand and continue to carry 
the flag for these kids,” Schimmer 
said. “We have to. There’s no one else 
there for them. 

“These are innocents. They cannot 
be viewed as expendable or collateral 
damage because of what might hap-
pen in the courts.” 

Several state board members have 
moved on, Woodle said, though he 
was not sure how many. 

Jerry�Sandusky�founded�The�Second�Mile�
in�1977�for�youngsters�from�broken�homes�
and�troubled�backgrounds,�building�it�into�

an�organization�that�helped�as�many�as�
100,000�children�a�year�through�camps�

and�fundraisers.�

Sandusky�hasn’t�been�involved��
with�programs�involving�children�since��

he�told�the�board�he�was�under��
investigation�in�2008.�He�stepped�away�

from�the�charity�altogether�in�2009.�
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The Second Mile continues to pro-
vide a few programs, he said, mostly 
after-school activities. They will con-
tinue, Woodle said, under the supervi-
sion of the program directors. 

Determining the future

While The Sec-
ond Mile will be 
“transparent” with 
what it learns and 
the future of the 
charity, Woodle 
said he thought 
it is unlikely the 
charity will re-
lease a report of 
Abraham’s find-
ings. 

Sandusky found-
ed The Second 
Mile in 1977 for 
youngsters from broken homes and 
troubled backgrounds, building it into 
an organization that helped as many 
as 100,000 children a year through 
camps and fundraisers. 

Sandusky hasn’t been involved with 
programs involving children since he 

told the board he was under investiga-
tion in 2008. He stepped away from 
the charity altogether in 2009. 

As the internal investigation contin-
ues, Woodle said, the charity will talk 
to the children who participated in its 
programs and the donors who fund 

them. Then, he 
said, it will decide 
if The Second Mile 
has a future. 

“A scenario says 
your brand is so 
broken you can’t 
make it happen,” 
he said. 

“A scenario says 
maybe you can 
recover because 
you have such 
great programs. 
A scenario says 

maybe you can figure out how to work 
with someone else. All of those things 
we will review as we plan how to go 
forward.” 

In the end, he said, it’s more impor-
tant for the work to continue than the 
charity itself. 

“A scenario says your brand is so 
broken you can’t make it happen. 
A scenario says maybe you can 

recover because you have such great 
programs. A scenario says maybe 

you can figure out how to work with 
someone else. All of those things 

we will review as we plan how to go 
forward.” 

DAVID�WOODLE, The Second Mile’s interim CEO


