
TOM MENINO, a quintessential neighborhood guy, is nobody’s idea of a privileged 1-percenter. But 
in his 20 years as mayor, he deliberately avoided casting local politics as a zero-sum battle between powerful 
downtown interests and Boston’s working class. 

After Menino opted not to run again this year, it didn’t take long for that style of politics to reassert 
itself. Union-affiliated groups supporting candidate Martin Walsh sent out mailers alleging that opponent John 
Connolly “does not understand working-class people” and depicting the school at which he once taught at-risk 
children as an “elite New York” private institution. Never mind that last year Walsh, a state representative who 
also headed the city’s building trades, had more than twice the income of Connolly, a lawyer turned city coun-
cilor. Class-warfare arguments like these play on the insecurities of various voting blocs. They’re also a stand-
in for historic divisions that have held Boston back, sometimes grievously so — Yankee vs. Irish, business vs. 
labor, Ivy League vs. non-elite, “outsider” vs. native Bostonian. 

In an age of growing inequality, the question of whether a political candidate’s policies favor the wealthy 
at the expense of others is an urgent one. But the unions’ mailer made no such argument. Instead, the mailer 
played some old, insidious tricks: marking turf, appealing to group loyalty, and questioning other Bostonians’ 
authenticity. 

These tactics are not only an obstacle to healing, but tend to confirm a larger, unflattering narrative about 
Boston as a hive of parochial grievances, where historic slights that would have long passed from memory in 
other places continue to shadow current-day progress. It’s an insider nar-
rative that confuses and alienates those who have no stake in it, even as it 
ratchets up tension among those who cling to it.

But Walsh, whose expansive personality overcame longstanding 
ethnic divides during the mayoral campaign, has a chance to promote a 
broader prosperity without playing on old resentments. To do so, he must 
reject, as Menino did, the negative form of identity politics that pervaded 
Boston for so much of the 20th century. 

In the waning years of the 19th century, a Protestant upper crust 
didn’t just run the city; it saw itself as a natural aristocracy. As Irish 
Catholic laborers poured into Boston, a disdainful Yankee Legislature 
passed laws to deny them influence. When James Michael Curley came to dominate the city’s political life from 
1914 to 1950, he got revenge — channeling the anger of the city’s working class, outmaneuvering fellow Irish-
American politicians who took a more conciliatory stance, repaying the Yankees’ hostility with relish. 

As Boston seethed over past grievances, other big industrial centers just moved forward. During the 
Curley era, economists Edward L. Glaeser and Andrei Shleifer have observed, Boston grew more slowly than 
any other major American city. Decades of stagnation set in, during which a gritty skepticism came to define the 
city’s image. 

Since then, yesterday’s immigrant groups have become today’s power elite. Boston has surged back 
amid a boom in medicine, higher education, finance, and technology. But this growth has clustered in the dense 
northern sliver of the city; the neighborhoods along the Charles River and Boston Harbor are now bulging with 
successful newcomers from throughout the region and around the world. That same energy hasn’t spread to 
middle-class residential areas to the south, much less to those neighborhoods where keeping children safe and 
adequately fed are the overriding concerns. 

What Boston needs is a model for reducing inequality that doesn’t come draped in Curley-era bunting. 
Taxpayers are regularly prodded by police and fire unions that purport to stick up for Boston’s working class, 
even as their members earn six-figure incomes. This kind of posturing misdirects city resources — and gets in 
the way of addressing the educational and health disparities that keep today’s poor Bostonians from thriving.

An alternative approach would, among other things, create jobs and ease housing costs by promoting 
significantly more construction across the city; remove barriers to opening new businesses in economically 
isolated areas; and enlist the region’s technology sector to fix transportation and education problems outside the 
city’s healthy downtown core. Walsh, with his ties to building trades and credibility in the city’s neighborhoods, 
has the power to usher Boston in this direction. 

“We Are One Boston,” insisted a slogan after the Marathon bombings in April, an implicit acknowledg-
ment of the city’s history of turning on itself. If the electoral map from last month’s mayoral election was any 
guide, Boston is starting to heal at least one of its deepest divisions: Walsh drew fairly equivalent support from 
white, black, and Hispanic residents. 

Still, one more task awaits: hauling class politics out to the curb. In the movies and in political lore, 
there are always two Bostons, and the tension between them is inexorable. But especially at the end of a tumul-
tuous year in the city, it’s clear that Boston rises or falls as one.
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T
OM MENINO, a quintessential
neighborhood guy, is nobody’s idea
of a privileged 1-percenter. But in
his 20 years as mayor, he deliber-

ately avoided casting local politics as a zero-
sum battle between powerful downtown in-
terests and Boston’s working class.

After Menino opted not to run again this
year, it didn’t take long for that style of poli-
tics to reassert itself. Union-affiliated
groups supporting candidate Martin Walsh
sent out mailers alleging that opponent
John Connolly “does not
understand working-class
people” and depicting the
school at which he once
taught at-risk children as
an “elite New York” pri-
vate institution. Never
mind that last year
Walsh, a state representa-
tive who also headed the
city’s building trades, had
more than twice the income of Connolly, a
lawyer turned city councilor. Class-warfare
arguments like these play on the insecuri-
ties of various voting blocs. They’re also a
stand-in for historic divisions that have held
Boston back, sometimes grievously so —
Yankee vs. Irish, business vs. labor, Ivy
League vs. non-elite, “outsider” vs. native
Bostonian.

In an age of growing inequality, the
question of whether a political candidate’s
policies favor the wealthy at the expense of
others is an urgent one. But the unions’
mailer made no such argument. Instead,
the mailer played some old, insidious tricks:
marking turf, appealing to group loyalty,
and questioning other Bostonians’ authen-
ticity.

These tactics are not only an obstacle to
healing, but tend to confirm a larger, unflat-
tering narrative about Boston as a hive of
parochial grievances, where historic slights
that would have long passed from memory
in other places continue to shadow current-
day progress. It’s an insider narrative that
confuses and alienates those who have no
stake in it, even as it ratchets up tension
among those who cling to it.

But Walsh, whose expansive personality
overcame longstanding ethnic divides dur-
ing the mayoral campaign, has a chance to
promote a broader prosperity without play-
ing on old resentments. To do so, he must
reject, as Menino did, the negative form of
identity politics that pervaded Boston for so
much of the 20th century.

In the waning years of the 19th century,
a Protestant upper crust didn’t just run the
city; it saw itself as a natural aristocracy. As
Irish Catholic laborers poured into Boston,
a disdainful Yankee Legislature passed laws
to deny them influence. When James Mi-
chael Curley came to dominate the city’s po-
litical life from 1914 to 1950, he got revenge
— channeling the anger of the city’s work-
ing class, outmaneuvering fellow Irish-

American politicians who took a more con-
ciliatory stance, repaying the Yankees’ hos-
tility with relish.

As Boston seethed over past grievances,
other big industrial centers just moved for-
ward. During the Curley era, economists
Edward L. Glaeser and Andrei Shleifer have
observed, Boston grew more slowly than
any other major American city. Decades of
stagnation set in, during which a gritty
skepticism came to define the city’s image.

Since then, yesterday’s immigrant
groups have become to-
day’s power elite. Boston
has surged back amid a
boom in medicine, higher
education, finance, and
technology. But this
growth has clustered in
the dense northern sliver
of the city; the neighbor-
hoods along the Charles
River and Boston Harbor

are now bulging with successful newcomers
from throughout the region and around the
world. That same energy hasn’t spread to
middle-class residential areas to the south,
much less to those neighborhoods where
keeping children safe and adequately fed
are the overriding concerns.

What Boston needs is a model for reduc-
ing inequality that doesn’t come draped in
Curley-era bunting. Taxpayers are regularly
prodded by police and fire unions that pur-
port to stick up for Boston’s working class,
even as their members earn six-figure in-
comes. This kind of posturing misdirects
city resources — and gets in the way of ad-
dressing the educational and health dispari-
ties that keep today’s poor Bostonians from
thriving.

An alternative approach would, among
other things, create jobs and ease housing
costs by promoting significantly more con-
struction across the city; remove barriers to
opening new businesses in economically
isolated areas; and enlist the region’s tech-
nology sector to fix transportation and edu-
cation problems outside the city’s healthy
downtown core. Walsh, with his ties to
building trades and credibility in the city’s
neighborhoods, has the power to usher Bos-
ton in this direction.

“We Are One Boston,” insisted a slogan
after the Marathon bombings in April, an
implicit acknowledgement of the city’s his-
tory of turning on itself. If the electoral map
from last month’s mayoral election was any
guide, Boston is starting to heal at least one
of its deepest divisions: Walsh drew fairly
equivalent support from white, black, and
Hispanic residents.

Still, one more task awaits: hauling class
politics out to the curb. In the movies and
in political lore, there are always two Bos-
tons, and the tension between them is inex-
orable. But especially at the end of a tumul-
tuous year in the city, it’s clear that Boston
rises or falls as one.

OPEN UP, BOSTON

In time of great promise,
a whiff of earlier tensions
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JACK OHMAN

I HAVE lived in the City of Bos-
ton since 1985, married to a
member of the Boston Police
Department. He moved to Bos-
ton prior to our marriage in or-
der to have residency status
when taking the Civil Service
exam. As our family grew, we
stayed in the city, in part be-
cause we knew that residency
would eventually be required
and would play a part in his de-
sire for promotion.

The Globe, in 1994, wrote
in an editorial that, “Although
the residency requirement lim-
its the pool of potential em-
ployees, Boston has sufficient
talent to take care of itself”
(“Boston jobs for Bostonians,”
Feb. 3, 1994).

We never regretted our deci-
sion. My husband, a father of

four, became a detective and
passed away in 2013 as an ac-
tive duty member of the de-
partment of which he was so
proud. Our children are true
Bostonians and love this city
and their roots.

And now, in an effort to af-
ford Mayor-elect Walsh the
ability to draw from a bigger
pool, you say, “There are talent-
ed people who are interested in
public service but live outside
the city limits — perhaps a few
minutes away in Cambridge,
Milton, or Brookline . . . The
current rule is too restrictive”
(“Walsh needs waivers for
tough-to-fill city posts,” editori-
al, Dec. 24).

Make up your mind. If it
was good enough for Mayor
Menino, why not for Mayor-
elect Walsh? Or maybe it
wasn’t the best idea to begin
with.

KATHERINE GALLANT
West Roxbury

If residency
requirement was
good in 1994 . . .

Boston needs a model
for reducing
inequality that doesn’t
come draped in
Curleyera bunting.
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An airline passenger quoted in a recent news article may have found the solution to the
legroom wars — those awkward arguments that erupt as passengers recline their seats into
the knees of people just behind them. As The New York Times reported last week, airlines
have been jamming more rows of seats into coach cabins. In response, more passengers are
kicking the seats in front of them to discourage the occupants from reclining. Passenger
Rory Rowland has a better idea: “I lean forward,” he told the Times, “and tap
them on the shoulder and say, ‘I’ll buy you a drink if you don’t push your seat
back.’ ”

Tall passengers incensed about declining legroom and the proliferation of
fees may bristle at spending an extra $8 or $10 to buy off the person in front
of them. Yet the airlines’ nickel-and-dime approach is an adaptation to cus-
tomers’ tendency to compare fares and buy the cheapest one no matter
what. The fees and jam-packed cabins are annoying, but they’ve also re-
duced upward pressures on base fares.

Short of altering their consumer behavior, passengers will need to
devise some social customs to defuse the mounting tensions in the
sky. Buying drinks sets a more pleasant tone than kicking seats, and
the extra in-cabin revenue might reduce airlines’ temptation to squeeze in one
more row.

Airlines:Buy peace in the legroomwars
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THE ARTICLE “Catholics in
the age of Francis speak out”
(Dec. 22), misrepresents the
Catholic faith. The Catholic
Church doesn’t teach what we
want to hear; it teaches the
truth, what we need to get into
heaven. The message of the
church is love, and guiding
people though life to make the
right decisions is love. If chil-
dren run into the street, a par-
ent runs after them to teach
them that putting themselves
in danger this way is wrong.

Previous popes may not
have had the same charisma as
Francis, but the church’s teach-
ing didn’t change with the
popes. Pope Francis’ comment
about not judging gays doesn’t
rewrite church teachings; it en-
forces them. The church teach-
es us to love our neighbor, not
the neighbor’s sin. I hope, after
reading this article, that people
research the church’s teachings
and why they won’t change.

MELISSA CHOATE
Taunton

Popes may change,
but Catholic
teaching doesn’t

IN THE Dec. 25 news article
“US academia split over boycott
targeting Israel,” the Globe
quotes one defender of the
American Studies Association’s
absurd boycott of Israeli insti-
tutions as saying, “If we get a
call from Egyptian society, if we
get a call from Chinese civil so-
ciety, if we get a call from Syri-
an civil society, we certainly
will take a look at that call.”

The American Studies Asso-
ciation is unlikely to get many
such calls, since any callers
from those societies would be
in serious peril of imprison-
ment or worse. Abhorrent as
the occupation is, members of
the Palestinian boycott, divest-
ment, and sanctions movement
have enough political freedom
to call for such boycotts. And
they hardly represent a univer-
sal consensus among Palestin-
ians. Although your article
doesn’t mention it, the ASA
strangely ignores the fact that
the Palestinian Authority itself
objects to boycotting Israeli in-
stitutions.

WILLIAM FLESCH
Professor of English and

comparative literature
Brandeis University

Waltham

ASA’s phone is
unlikely to ring

BOYCOTTS CAN be effective if
their targets and objectives are
well-chosen, but the result of
the resolution by the American
Studies Association will have
the opposite effect of what its
supporters supposedly want.
The boycott alienates many lib-
eral Jews like me who oppose
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s expansion of settle-
ments and his government’s
treatment of Palestinians be-
cause it singles out Israel for
unique condemnation.

I encourage those who want
to heal the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict to get involved politi-
cally with groups working to-
ward a viable and fair two-state
solution, to speak out in favor
of Secretary of State John Ker-
ry’s diplomatic efforts, and es-
pecially to learn about and sup-
port the dozens of Arab-Jewish
peace-building projects that get
little publicity.

How is it that the ASA reso-
lution is worldwide news, but
well-established small, success-
ful peace-building projects with
extraordinary leaders and staff
are rarely mentioned in our
media?

HARRIET FEINBERG
Cambridge

Boycott alienates
liberal Jews

RESOLUTION TO BOYCOTT ISRAEL

REUTERS

John Kerry and Benjamin Netanyahu look out onto the
snow-covered city of Jersusalem during a meeting Dec. 13.

ALAN DERSHOWITZ once
wrote a memoir called “Chutz-
pah.” His Dec. 27 op-ed “Israel
and the myopic BDS move-
ment” illustrates the blatant
“presumption plus arrogance”
signified by that word.

The boycott, divestment
and sanctions movement tar-
gets Israeli academic and state
organizations that enable the
continued illegal occupation
and colonization of the West
Bank — and which also deny
equal social and political
rights to the Palestinian resi-
dents of Israel itself. It is no
more directed at “the Jews”
than the Montgomery bus
boycott and the sanctions
against apartheid South Africa
were directed against white
people.

Boycotts are a time-hon-
ored nonviolent tactic to pro-
mote social and political aims.
They were successful in elimi-
nating segregated public
transport in Alabama and in
pressuring for the dismantling
of apartheid in South Africa.
In Palestine, the BDS move-
ment is backed by hundreds of
organizations representing
civil society in the occupied
territories. It does not target
individuals, but institutions
complicit with Israel policies.

And contrary to what Der-
showitz asserts, more punish-
ing sanctions have been ap-
plied to many countries which
violate human rights around
the world. Far from being sin-
gled out, Israel has main-
tained its occupation with im-
punity: It is even the recipient
of billions of dollars in US tax
dollars every year.

Palestinians are entitled to
resist an occupation that has
gone on now for over 45 years.
People of conscience should
support their efforts to make
Israel change its policies.

JEFF KLEIN
Dorchester

Israel deserves
to be boycotted
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T
OM MENINO, a quintessential
neighborhood guy, is nobody’s idea
of a privileged 1-percenter. But in
his 20 years as mayor, he deliber-

ately avoided casting local politics as a zero-
sum battle between powerful downtown in-
terests and Boston’s working class.

After Menino opted not to run again this
year, it didn’t take long for that style of poli-
tics to reassert itself. Union-affiliated
groups supporting candidate Martin Walsh
sent out mailers alleging that opponent
John Connolly “does not
understand working-class
people” and depicting the
school at which he once
taught at-risk children as
an “elite New York” pri-
vate institution. Never
mind that last year
Walsh, a state representa-
tive who also headed the
city’s building trades, had
more than twice the income of Connolly, a
lawyer turned city councilor. Class-warfare
arguments like these play on the insecuri-
ties of various voting blocs. They’re also a
stand-in for historic divisions that have held
Boston back, sometimes grievously so —
Yankee vs. Irish, business vs. labor, Ivy
League vs. non-elite, “outsider” vs. native
Bostonian.

In an age of growing inequality, the
question of whether a political candidate’s
policies favor the wealthy at the expense of
others is an urgent one. But the unions’
mailer made no such argument. Instead,
the mailer played some old, insidious tricks:
marking turf, appealing to group loyalty,
and questioning other Bostonians’ authen-
ticity.

These tactics are not only an obstacle to
healing, but tend to confirm a larger, unflat-
tering narrative about Boston as a hive of
parochial grievances, where historic slights
that would have long passed from memory
in other places continue to shadow current-
day progress. It’s an insider narrative that
confuses and alienates those who have no
stake in it, even as it ratchets up tension
among those who cling to it.

But Walsh, whose expansive personality
overcame longstanding ethnic divides dur-
ing the mayoral campaign, has a chance to
promote a broader prosperity without play-
ing on old resentments. To do so, he must
reject, as Menino did, the negative form of
identity politics that pervaded Boston for so
much of the 20th century.

In the waning years of the 19th century,
a Protestant upper crust didn’t just run the
city; it saw itself as a natural aristocracy. As
Irish Catholic laborers poured into Boston,
a disdainful Yankee Legislature passed laws
to deny them influence. When James Mi-
chael Curley came to dominate the city’s po-
litical life from 1914 to 1950, he got revenge
— channeling the anger of the city’s work-
ing class, outmaneuvering fellow Irish-

American politicians who took a more con-
ciliatory stance, repaying the Yankees’ hos-
tility with relish.

As Boston seethed over past grievances,
other big industrial centers just moved for-
ward. During the Curley era, economists
Edward L. Glaeser and Andrei Shleifer have
observed, Boston grew more slowly than
any other major American city. Decades of
stagnation set in, during which a gritty
skepticism came to define the city’s image.

Since then, yesterday’s immigrant
groups have become to-
day’s power elite. Boston
has surged back amid a
boom in medicine, higher
education, finance, and
technology. But this
growth has clustered in
the dense northern sliver
of the city; the neighbor-
hoods along the Charles
River and Boston Harbor

are now bulging with successful newcomers
from throughout the region and around the
world. That same energy hasn’t spread to
middle-class residential areas to the south,
much less to those neighborhoods where
keeping children safe and adequately fed
are the overriding concerns.

What Boston needs is a model for reduc-
ing inequality that doesn’t come draped in
Curley-era bunting. Taxpayers are regularly
prodded by police and fire unions that pur-
port to stick up for Boston’s working class,
even as their members earn six-figure in-
comes. This kind of posturing misdirects
city resources — and gets in the way of ad-
dressing the educational and health dispari-
ties that keep today’s poor Bostonians from
thriving.

An alternative approach would, among
other things, create jobs and ease housing
costs by promoting significantly more con-
struction across the city; remove barriers to
opening new businesses in economically
isolated areas; and enlist the region’s tech-
nology sector to fix transportation and edu-
cation problems outside the city’s healthy
downtown core. Walsh, with his ties to
building trades and credibility in the city’s
neighborhoods, has the power to usher Bos-
ton in this direction.

“We Are One Boston,” insisted a slogan
after the Marathon bombings in April, an
implicit acknowledgement of the city’s his-
tory of turning on itself. If the electoral map
from last month’s mayoral election was any
guide, Boston is starting to heal at least one
of its deepest divisions: Walsh drew fairly
equivalent support from white, black, and
Hispanic residents.

Still, one more task awaits: hauling class
politics out to the curb. In the movies and
in political lore, there are always two Bos-
tons, and the tension between them is inex-
orable. But especially at the end of a tumul-
tuous year in the city, it’s clear that Boston
rises or falls as one.

OPEN UP, BOSTON

In time of great promise,
a whiff of earlier tensions

Letters should be written exclusively to the Globe and include
name, address, and daytime telephone number. They should be
200 words or fewer. All are subject to editing. Letters to the Editor,
The Boston Globe, P.O. Box 55819, Boston, MA 02205-5819;
letter@globe.com; fax: 617-929-2098

Letters to the Editor

JACK OHMAN

I HAVE lived in the City of Bos-
ton since 1985, married to a
member of the Boston Police
Department. He moved to Bos-
ton prior to our marriage in or-
der to have residency status
when taking the Civil Service
exam. As our family grew, we
stayed in the city, in part be-
cause we knew that residency
would eventually be required
and would play a part in his de-
sire for promotion.

The Globe, in 1994, wrote
in an editorial that, “Although
the residency requirement lim-
its the pool of potential em-
ployees, Boston has sufficient
talent to take care of itself”
(“Boston jobs for Bostonians,”
Feb. 3, 1994).

We never regretted our deci-
sion. My husband, a father of

four, became a detective and
passed away in 2013 as an ac-
tive duty member of the de-
partment of which he was so
proud. Our children are true
Bostonians and love this city
and their roots.

And now, in an effort to af-
ford Mayor-elect Walsh the
ability to draw from a bigger
pool, you say, “There are talent-
ed people who are interested in
public service but live outside
the city limits — perhaps a few
minutes away in Cambridge,
Milton, or Brookline . . . The
current rule is too restrictive”
(“Walsh needs waivers for
tough-to-fill city posts,” editori-
al, Dec. 24).

Make up your mind. If it
was good enough for Mayor
Menino, why not for Mayor-
elect Walsh? Or maybe it
wasn’t the best idea to begin
with.

KATHERINE GALLANT
West Roxbury

If residency
requirement was
good in 1994 . . .

Boston needs a model
for reducing
inequality that doesn’t
come draped in
Curleyera bunting.
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An airline passenger quoted in a recent news article may have found the solution to the
legroom wars — those awkward arguments that erupt as passengers recline their seats into
the knees of people just behind them. As The New York Times reported last week, airlines
have been jamming more rows of seats into coach cabins. In response, more passengers are
kicking the seats in front of them to discourage the occupants from reclining. Passenger
Rory Rowland has a better idea: “I lean forward,” he told the Times, “and tap
them on the shoulder and say, ‘I’ll buy you a drink if you don’t push your seat
back.’ ”

Tall passengers incensed about declining legroom and the proliferation of
fees may bristle at spending an extra $8 or $10 to buy off the person in front
of them. Yet the airlines’ nickel-and-dime approach is an adaptation to cus-
tomers’ tendency to compare fares and buy the cheapest one no matter
what. The fees and jam-packed cabins are annoying, but they’ve also re-
duced upward pressures on base fares.

Short of altering their consumer behavior, passengers will need to
devise some social customs to defuse the mounting tensions in the
sky. Buying drinks sets a more pleasant tone than kicking seats, and
the extra in-cabin revenue might reduce airlines’ temptation to squeeze in one
more row.

Airlines:Buy peace in the legroomwars
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THE ARTICLE “Catholics in
the age of Francis speak out”
(Dec. 22), misrepresents the
Catholic faith. The Catholic
Church doesn’t teach what we
want to hear; it teaches the
truth, what we need to get into
heaven. The message of the
church is love, and guiding
people though life to make the
right decisions is love. If chil-
dren run into the street, a par-
ent runs after them to teach
them that putting themselves
in danger this way is wrong.

Previous popes may not
have had the same charisma as
Francis, but the church’s teach-
ing didn’t change with the
popes. Pope Francis’ comment
about not judging gays doesn’t
rewrite church teachings; it en-
forces them. The church teach-
es us to love our neighbor, not
the neighbor’s sin. I hope, after
reading this article, that people
research the church’s teachings
and why they won’t change.

MELISSA CHOATE
Taunton

Popes may change,
but Catholic
teaching doesn’t

IN THE Dec. 25 news article
“US academia split over boycott
targeting Israel,” the Globe
quotes one defender of the
American Studies Association’s
absurd boycott of Israeli insti-
tutions as saying, “If we get a
call from Egyptian society, if we
get a call from Chinese civil so-
ciety, if we get a call from Syri-
an civil society, we certainly
will take a look at that call.”

The American Studies Asso-
ciation is unlikely to get many
such calls, since any callers
from those societies would be
in serious peril of imprison-
ment or worse. Abhorrent as
the occupation is, members of
the Palestinian boycott, divest-
ment, and sanctions movement
have enough political freedom
to call for such boycotts. And
they hardly represent a univer-
sal consensus among Palestin-
ians. Although your article
doesn’t mention it, the ASA
strangely ignores the fact that
the Palestinian Authority itself
objects to boycotting Israeli in-
stitutions.

WILLIAM FLESCH
Professor of English and

comparative literature
Brandeis University

Waltham

ASA’s phone is
unlikely to ring

BOYCOTTS CAN be effective if
their targets and objectives are
well-chosen, but the result of
the resolution by the American
Studies Association will have
the opposite effect of what its
supporters supposedly want.
The boycott alienates many lib-
eral Jews like me who oppose
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s expansion of settle-
ments and his government’s
treatment of Palestinians be-
cause it singles out Israel for
unique condemnation.

I encourage those who want
to heal the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict to get involved politi-
cally with groups working to-
ward a viable and fair two-state
solution, to speak out in favor
of Secretary of State John Ker-
ry’s diplomatic efforts, and es-
pecially to learn about and sup-
port the dozens of Arab-Jewish
peace-building projects that get
little publicity.

How is it that the ASA reso-
lution is worldwide news, but
well-established small, success-
ful peace-building projects with
extraordinary leaders and staff
are rarely mentioned in our
media?

HARRIET FEINBERG
Cambridge

Boycott alienates
liberal Jews

RESOLUTION TO BOYCOTT ISRAEL

REUTERS

John Kerry and Benjamin Netanyahu look out onto the
snow-covered city of Jersusalem during a meeting Dec. 13.

ALAN DERSHOWITZ once
wrote a memoir called “Chutz-
pah.” His Dec. 27 op-ed “Israel
and the myopic BDS move-
ment” illustrates the blatant
“presumption plus arrogance”
signified by that word.

The boycott, divestment
and sanctions movement tar-
gets Israeli academic and state
organizations that enable the
continued illegal occupation
and colonization of the West
Bank — and which also deny
equal social and political
rights to the Palestinian resi-
dents of Israel itself. It is no
more directed at “the Jews”
than the Montgomery bus
boycott and the sanctions
against apartheid South Africa
were directed against white
people.

Boycotts are a time-hon-
ored nonviolent tactic to pro-
mote social and political aims.
They were successful in elimi-
nating segregated public
transport in Alabama and in
pressuring for the dismantling
of apartheid in South Africa.
In Palestine, the BDS move-
ment is backed by hundreds of
organizations representing
civil society in the occupied
territories. It does not target
individuals, but institutions
complicit with Israel policies.

And contrary to what Der-
showitz asserts, more punish-
ing sanctions have been ap-
plied to many countries which
violate human rights around
the world. Far from being sin-
gled out, Israel has main-
tained its occupation with im-
punity: It is even the recipient
of billions of dollars in US tax
dollars every year.

Palestinians are entitled to
resist an occupation that has
gone on now for over 45 years.
People of conscience should
support their efforts to make
Israel change its policies.

JEFF KLEIN
Dorchester

Israel deserves
to be boycotted




