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The day’s coverage started at 11:15 a.m. with our immediate re-tweet of 
the state Department of Transportation’s first official report of a slide block-
ing a highway. It ended shortly before midnight with our 23rd news tweet 
about the devastating landslide that had taken 43 lives. In between, Times 
staffers would post an initial story at 11:57 a.m. and expand and update 

it 16 times into a comprehensive main story. It was accompanied by three 
sidebars, video feeds and an arresting gallery of photos

First tweet on Saturday at 11:15 a.m.
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Officials were somewhat slow to realize the magnitude of the disaster. 
This first story quotes a state trooper saying at least one house has been 
hit by the slide, that more people may be trapped, and search-and-res-

cue teams are on the way.
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12:25 p.m.
TWITTER UPDATE
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By 12:50 p.m., The Times reports at least 15 homes
may have been wiped out. By 1:31 p.m., we report

that at least four people are hospitalized.

2:15 p.m.
Seattletimes.com posts the first detailed account by a witness,

who was driving on Highway 530 when the slide hit.
“In three seconds, everything got washed away,” he said.
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The Times reports at least two are dead, six houses destroyed and a 
baby airlifted from the scene. The sheriff’s office still hasn’t fully grasped 
the magnitude of the landslide, describing it as a modest 40 yards wide 
and 100 yards from top to bottom. We would later learn the slide was 
actually 23 times larger. By mid-afternoon, three reporters and three 

photographers are on scene, while a much larger team works the story 
by phone back in the newsroom.
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Times confirms a third victim died in the mudslide and has added video, 
photos and live updates to the report.

http://blogs.seattletimes.com/today/2014/03/
mudslide-carries-at-least-one-house-onto-snohomish-county-highway/



SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 2014 Exhibit 1

7:27 p.m.
TWITTER UPDATE

Outside a hospital door, after the news media had cleared out from 
a news event, Seattle Times reporter Mike Lindblom obtains the first 

interview of a survivor from the neighborhood buried under “the pile.” 
She had slipped out of her hospital room to grab a smoke and let him 

come back to her room.
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9:51 p.m.
TWITTER UPDATE
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Seattletimes.com publishes four new
or updated stories about disaster.
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The Times continues reporting throughout the night.
The last update on March 22 comes in a news tweet

just before midnight, our 23rd that day
about the deadly landslide.


