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Late Edition
Today, clouds and sun, a shower or
thunderstorm, high 85. Tonight,
clear to partly cloudy, low 63. To-
morrow, partly sunny, less humid,
high 79. Weather map, Page D8.

$2.50

By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-

War Horror at Your Fingertips,
Fast and Straight From the Gut
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The abduction of a Sunni politician and
his bodyguards in Baghdad played out
like a gangster movie. PAGE A4
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With militias fighting for control of the
airport in Tripoli and the American Em-
bassy evacuating its staff, Libya is com-
ing undone. Libyans now are left to won-
der whether there is anyone able to bro-
ker the endless disputes. PAGE A5
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY

Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold
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My social media feed has taken a bloody 
turn in the last few weeks, and I’m 
hardly alone. Along with the usual Twit-

ter wisecracking and comments on incremental 
news, I have seen bodies scattered across fields 
and hospitals in Ukraine and Gaza. I have read 
posts from reporters who felt threatened, horri-
fied and revolted.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of social media 
have made the world a smaller, seemingly gori-

er place. If Vietnam brought war into 
the living room, the last few weeks 
have put it at our fingertips. On our 
phones, news alerts full of body 
counts bubble into our inbox, Face-
book feeds are populated by appeals 

for help or action on behalf of victims, while 
Twitter boils with up-to-the-second reporting, 
some by professionals and some by citizens, 
from scenes of disaster and chaos.

For most of recorded history, we have 
witnessed war in the rearview mirror. It took 
weeks and sometimes months for Mathew 
Brady’s, and his associates’, photos of the 
bloody consequences of Antietam to reach the 
public. And while the invention of the telegraph 
might have let the public know what side was 
in ascent, images that brought a remote war 
home frequently lagged.

Then came radio reports in World War II, 
with the sounds of bombs in the background, 
closing the distance between men who fought 
wars and those for whom they were fighting. 
Vietnam was the first war to leak into many 
American living rooms, albeit delayed by the 
limits of television technology at the time. CNN 
put all viewers on a kind of war footing, with its 
live broadcasts from the first gulf war in 1991.

But in the current news ecosystem, we don’t 
have to wait for the stentorian anchor to arrive 

and set up shop. Even as some traditional me-
dia organizations have pulled back, new play-
ers like Vice and BuzzFeed have stepped in to 
sometimes remarkable effect.

Citizen reports from the scene are quickly 
augmented by journalists. And those journalists 
on the ground begin writing about what they 
see, often via Twitter, before consulting with 
headquarters about what it all means.

Bearing witness is the oldest and perhaps 
most valuable tool in the journalist’s arsenal, 
but it becomes something different delivered in 
the crucible of real time, without pause for re-
flection. It is unedited, distributed rapidly and 
globally, and immediately responded to by the 
people formerly known as the audience.

It has made for a more visceral, more 
emotional approach to reporting. War corre-
spondents arriving in a hot zone now provide 
an on-the-spot moral and physical inventory 
that seems different from times past. That 
emotional content, so noticeable when Ander-
son Cooper was reporting from the Gulf Coast 
during Hurricane Katrina in 2005, has now be-
come routine, part of the real-time picture all 
over the web.

The absence of the conventional layers of 
journalism — correspondents filing reports that 
are then edited for taste and accuracy — has put 
several journalists under scrutiny, mostly for 
responding in the moment to what they saw in 
front of them.

A reporter from The Wall Street Journal 
wondered on Twitter what the patients at a Gaza 
hospital thought of Hamas’s leadership setting 
up shop in the same location. Ayman Mohyeldin, 
an NBC News correspondent, was purportedly 
pulled out of Gaza after posting on Twitter about 
an Israeli strike that killed four Palestinian boys, 
accompanied by the hashtag #horror.
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.

Continued on Page A7

By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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The abduction of a Sunni politician and
his bodyguards in Baghdad played out
like a gangster movie. PAGE A4
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Minnie Mouse Was a Witness
With militias fighting for control of the
airport in Tripoli and the American Em-
bassy evacuating its staff, Libya is com-
ing undone. Libyans now are left to won-
der whether there is anyone able to bro-
ker the endless disputes. PAGE A5
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING
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Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season

Continued on Page A10

By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.

Continued on Page A7

By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache

Continued on Page A9

PREGNANCY FOR PAY

Crossing a Border
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-

War Horror at Your Fingertips,
Fast and Straight From the Gut
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The abduction of a Sunni politician and
his bodyguards in Baghdad played out
like a gangster movie. PAGE A4
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Minnie Mouse Was a Witness
With militias fighting for control of the
airport in Tripoli and the American Em-
bassy evacuating its staff, Libya is com-
ing undone. Libyans now are left to won-
der whether there is anyone able to bro-
ker the endless disputes. PAGE A5
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 
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Diana Magnay of CNN found herself reas-
signed to Moscow after she complained on Twit-
ter that she was being threatened by Israelis 
who were watching the attacks on Gaza from a 
hill in Israel, calling them “scum.”

And it’s not just a one-way broadcast. Ms. 
Magnay’s name-calling caused an immediate 
uproar on the Internet. A Sky News reporter, 
Colin Brazier, was upbraided on Twitter after 
going through the belongings of the victims of 
the downed aircraft in Ukraine during a live 
shot. He promptly apologized. And after remov-
ing Mr. Mohyeldin from Gaza, NBC News was 
widely criticized on social media, including by 
many journalists, and it is worth noting that he 
was reinstated to the assignment. The mega-
phone goes both ways.

The public has developed an expectation 
that it will know exactly what a reporter knows 
every single second, and news organizations 
are increasingly urging their correspondents to 
use social media to tell their stories — and to 
extend their brand. (Unless the reporter says 
something dumb. Then, not so much.)

Anne Barnard, a reporter for The New York 
Times covering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
was criticized on Twitter for ... not tweeting. 
She sees journalistic value in the short-form 
text service. Interviewed on NPR, Ms. Barnard 
said: “I think over all it brings more benefits 
than problems. I think we just — again, we have 
to remember our primary work is the reporting 
we’re doing on the ground. You know, our job 
isn’t to tweet in real time.”

Twitter’s ability to carry visual information 
has made it an even more important part of the 

news narrative. A message may be 
only 140 characters, but we all know a 
picture is worth many, many words.

Often, it is a single image that 
comes to represent big, complicated 
events. The children fleeing napalm in 
Vietnam, an incinerated soldier along 
a “highway of death” during the gulf 
war or the hooded prisoner standing 
on a box in Abu Ghraib.

Barbie Zelizer, a professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Annen-
berg School for Communication, says 
social media has not fundamentally 
altered the vocabulary of war.

“It is a difference of degree, not 
of kind,” she said. “There are more pictures 
more frequently from more people, but they 
still serve the same purpose, which is to give 
us a glimpse, a window, into conflict.”

But we no longer have to wait for those 
moments.

Tyler Hicks, a longtime photographer for 
The Times, was at a hotel in Gaza City across 
from the beach where the four Palestinian boys 
died. He tweeted the news immediately, took a 
photo that was hard to glance at and then wrote 
about what it was like to be standing there.

He said that he felt horrified, but that in a 
clinical sense he also felt exposed. “If children 
are being killed, what is there to protect me, or 
anyone else?”

The act of witness, a foundation of war 
reporting, has been democratized and dis-
seminated in new ways. The same device that 
carries photos of your mother’s new puppy or 
hosts aimless video games also serves up news 
from the front.

Many of us cannot help looking because of 
what Susan Sontag has called “the perennial se-
ductiveness of war.” It is a kind of rubberneck-
ing, staring at the bloody aftermath of some-
thing that is not an act of God but of man. The 
effect, as Ms. Sontag pointed out in an essay in 
The New Yorker in 2002, is anything but certain.

“Making suffering loom larger, by global-
izing it, may spur people to feel they ought to 
‘care’ more,” she wrote. “It also invites them 
to feel that the sufferings and misfortunes are 
too vast, too irrevocable, too epic to be much 
changed by any local, political intervention.”

So now that war comes to us in real time, 
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layed by the limits of television
technology at the time. CNN put
all viewers on a kind of war foot-
ing, with its live broadcasts from
the first gulf war in 1991. 

But in the current news eco-
system, we don’t have to wait for
the stentorian anchor to arrive
and set up shop. Even as some
traditional media organizations
have pulled back, new players
like Vice and BuzzFeed have
stepped in to sometimes remark-
able effect. 

Citizen reports from the scene
are quickly augmented by jour-
nalists. And those journalists on
the ground begin writing about
what they see, often via Twitter,
before consulting with headquar-
ters about what it all means. 

Bearing witness is the oldest
and perhaps most valuable tool in
the journalist’s arsenal, but it be-
comes something different deliv-
ered in the crucible of real time,
without pause for reflection. It is
unedited, distributed rapidly and
globally, and immediately re-
sponded to by the people former-
ly known as the audience. 

It has made for a more viscer-
al, more emotional approach to
reporting. War correspondents
arriving in a hot zone now pro-
vide an on-the-spot moral and
physical inventory that seems
different from times past. That
emotional content, so noticeable
when Anderson Cooper was re-
porting from the Gulf Coast dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
has now become routine, part of
the real-time picture all over the
web. 

The absence of the convention-
al layers of journalism — corre-
spondents filing reports that are
then edited for taste and accura-
cy — has put several journalists
under scrutiny, mostly for re-
sponding in the moment to what
they saw in front of them. 

A reporter from The Wall
Street Journal wondered on Twit-
ter what the patients at a Gaza
hospital thought of Hamas’s lead-
ership setting up shop in the

same location. Ayman Mohyel-
din, an NBC News correspond-
ent, was purportedly pulled out of
Gaza after posting on Twitter
about an Israeli strike that killed
four Palestinian boys, accompa-
nied by the hashtag #horror. 

Diana Magnay of CNN found
herself reassigned to Moscow af-
ter she complained on Twitter
that she was being threatened by
Israelis who were watching the
attacks on Gaza from a hill in Is-
rael, calling them “scum.” 

And it’s not just a one-way
broadcast. Ms. Magnay’s name-
calling caused an immediate up-
roar on the Internet. A Sky News
reporter, Colin Brazier, was up-
braided on Twitter after going
through the belongings of the vic-
tims of the downed aircraft in
Ukraine during a live shot. He
promptly apologized. And after
removing Mr. Mohyeldin from
Gaza, NBC News was widely crit-
icized on social media, including
by many journalists, and it is
worth noting that he was re-
instated to the assignment. The
megaphone goes both ways. 

The public has developed an
expectation that it will know ex-
actly what a reporter knows ev-
ery single second, and news or-
ganizations are increasingly urg-
ing their correspondents to use
social media to tell their stories
— and to extend their brand. (Un-
less the reporter says something
dumb. Then, not so much.)

Anne Barnard, a reporter for
The New York Times covering

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
was criticized on Twitter for . . .
not tweeting. She sees journalis-
tic value in the short-form text
service. Interviewed on NPR,
Ms. Barnard said: “I think over
all it brings more benefits than
problems. I think we just —
again, we have to remember our
primary work is the reporting
we’re doing on the ground. You
know, our job isn’t to tweet in real
time.” 

Twitter’s ability to carry visual
information has made it an even
more important part of the news
narrative. A message may be
only 140 characters, but we all
know a picture is worth many,
many words. 

Often, it is a single image that
comes to represent big, compli-
cated events. The children flee-
ing napalm in Vietnam, an incin-
erated soldier along a “highway
of death” during the gulf war or
the hooded prisoner standing on
a box in Abu Ghraib. 

Barbie Zelizer, a professor at
the University of Pennsylvania’s
Annenberg School for Communi-
cation, says social media has not
fundamentally altered the vocab-
ulary of war.

“It is a difference of degree, not
of kind,” she said. “There are
more pictures more frequently
from more people, but they still
serve the same purpose, which is
to give us a glimpse, a window,
into conflict.” 

But we no longer have to wait
for those moments.

Tyler Hicks, a longtime photog-
rapher for The Times, was at a
hotel in Gaza City across from the
beach where the four Palestinian
boys died. He tweeted the news
immediately, took a photo that
was hard to glance at and then
wrote about what it was like to be
standing there. 

He said that he felt horrified,
but that in a clinical sense he also
felt exposed. “If children are be-
ing killed, what is there to protect
me, or anyone else?”

The act of witness, a founda-
tion of war reporting, has been
democratized and disseminated
in new ways. The same device
that carries photos of your moth-
er’s new puppy or hosts aimless
video games also serves up news
from the front. 

Many of us cannot help looking
because of what Susan Sontag
has called “the perennial seduc-
tiveness of war.” It is a kind of
rubbernecking, staring at the
bloody aftermath of something
that is not an act of God but of
man. The effect, as Ms. Sontag
pointed out in an essay in The
New Yorker in 2002, is anything
but certain. 

“Making suffering loom larger,
by globalizing it, may spur people
to feel they ought to ‘care’ more,”
she wrote. “It also invites them to
feel that the sufferings and mis-
fortunes are too vast, too irrevo-
cable, too epic to be much
changed by any local, political in-
tervention.” 

So now that war comes to us in
real time, do we feel helpless or
empowered? Do we care more, or
will the ubiquity of images and
information desensitize us to the
point where human suffering los-
es meaning when it is part of a
scroll that includes a video of
your niece twerking? Oh, we say
as our index finger navigates to
the next item, another one of
those.

As war becomes a more re-
mote, mechanized activity, posts
and images from the target area
have significant value. When a
trigger gets pulled or bombs ex-
plode, real people are often on the
wrong end of it. And bearing wit-
ness to the consequences gives
meaning to what we see. 

War Horror at Your Fingertips, Fast and From the Gut
From Page A1

NBC NEWS

Ayman Mohyeldin, left, an NBC reporter, at a Gaza hospital. He
posted on Twitter about an Israeli strike that killed four boys.
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By EMILY STEEL

Netflix is picking up exclusive
rights to the documentary “Vi-
runga” as part of a broader push
by the company to include more
cause-related documentaries in
its growing original program-
ming lineup.

The film, about the battle to
protect a national park in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
will make its debut on Netflix this
year. It follows a team of park
rangers at Virunga National Park
that includes a former child sol-
dier, a caretaker for orphan goril-
las and a Belgian conservationist.
The group fights to save the
Unesco world heritage site from
armed militia, poachers and oth-
ers as a rebellion breaks out
across the country.

“Virunga” premiered at the
Tribeca Film Festival in April,
where it was nominated for the
Best Documentary Feature prize.

Netflix is pouring $3 billion into
content this year and is steadily
expanding its roster of original
programing to lure subscribers.
At the same time, Netflix is chart-
ing an international expansion as
its streaming business in the
United States matures.

While the company has re-
ceived much attention for its
scripted programs, including
“House of Cards” and “Orange Is
the New Black,” it has also
picked up a series of documenta-
ries. Those include “Mitt,” about
Mitt Romney’s presidential aspi-
rations, and “The Square,” about
the Egyptian revolution.

The documentary push at Net-
flix comes as a range of outlets,
including Time Warner’s CNN
and Amazon, also increase their
offerings in the category.

Netflix does not release spe-
cific audience figures, but execu-
tives said the documentaries gen-
erated “good sized” audiences,
leading the company to seek out

more of the genre.
Of particular interest are

cause-related documentaries
with messages that will resonate
globally, said Lisa Nishimura,
vice president of original docu-
mentary and comedy program-
ming at Netflix.

In addition to “Virunga,” Net-
flix has picked up “E-Team,”
about human rights workers, and
“Mission Blue,” about the ocean-
ographer Sylvia Earle. Terms of
the deals were not disclosed.

“We are really free from the
constraints that other platforms

have,” Ms. Nishimura said. “How
many people in the world really
get to go to Sundance?”

Filmmakers say part of Net-
flix’s appeal is that it promotes
the stories to its base of more
than 50 million global members
all at once. (Traditional distribu-
tion models generally require
that filmmakers strike deals mar-
ket by market and place huge
emphasis on exclusive festivals
and opening weekends.)

Instant global distribution is
important to filmmakers with an
urgent message, said Joanna
Natasegara, the producer of “Vi-
runga.” In addition, the titles will
be available on the service in per-
petuity, allowing audiences to
grow over time.

“I can be talking about this film
for the next couple of years, and
boom, there it is,” said Fisher Ste-
vens, director of “Mission Blue.”
“It is just getting more and more
subscribers and more and more
eyes on it every day.”

ORLANDO VON EINSIEDEL/NETFLIX

A scene from “Virunga,” which follows a team of park rangers
at Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Netflix Bolsters Offerings
In Documentary Genre

More cause-related
fare, anchored by 
a Tribeca contender.

strategy and site design ended in
a mass exodus of its users.

Trying to avoid that fate, Red-
dit is moving slowly. The compa-
ny already hosts a gift exchange,
for instance, in which Reddit
takes a cut of purchases made
through participating vendors.
There is also Reddit Gold, a pre-
mium membership program that
users can purchase and award to
one another.

“If we’re thinking this hard
about the user experience, why
can’t we try a little harder about
the monetization?” said Alexis
Ohanian, a Reddit founder and a
member of its three-person
board.

The main focus, though, is ad-
vertising, a small but growing ef-
fort. Four months ago, the com-
pany added staff to its sales
team, which now has seven peo-
ple.

It has also hired Ellen Pao, a
former partner at the venture
capital firm Kleiner Perkins Cau-
field & Byers, to head up business
strategy.

“We’re not monetizing to the
full extent that we could,” said
Ms. Pao, who made headlines two
years ago when she sued Kleiner
Perkins in a sexual harassment
case. “Our business comes from
wanting to be able to continue to
serve as a place where people
build awesome communities.”

That community is potentially
a big prize for advertisers. Links
that grow popular on the site
often drive a surge of traffic else-
where online. The activity has
caught the attention of brands ea-
ger to show ads to large, enthusi-
astic audiences.

At the same time, Reddit’s dis-
tinctive culture may be a hard
sell.

Comment threads are often
tough for the casual browser to
understand. Many conversations
are interrupted by in-jokes
known only to longtime reddi-
tors, as users call themselves.

Also, the content can range
anywhere from a quaint series of
animal photos to an intense dis-
cussion about bitcoin to graphic
pornography, all in a single
thread. That could spook brands
that do not want their ads dis-
played alongside not-safe-for-
work material.

Ms. Pao and other Reddit offi-
cials declined to give specifics on
how the push to gain ad dollars is
going or to share any of the pri-
vate company’s revenue num-
bers. But last year, the company
decided to continue spending on
expansion while remaining un-
profitable, according to a person
familiar with Reddit’s finances,
who declined to be named be-
cause of continuing ties to the
company. For Reddit, a large
campaign from an advertiser
runs in the $100,000 range, ac-

cording to this person, while a
good-size single ad sale is around
$20,000.

The advertising strategy relies
on leveraging the site’s overall
design. Users are able to create
different subsections, or “sub-
Reddits,” focused on specific top-
ics of discussion. There are over
7,000 active sub-Reddits, with
hundreds more created daily.

“Makeupaddiction,” for exam-
ple, is a section dedicated en-
tirely to beauty products and tips.
Users post hundreds of conversa-
tion threads daily, often recom-
mending different types of prod-
ucts to one another.

This is exactly where a brand
wants to be, Reddit says. If a
company like Estée Lauder
bought an ad unit — a so-called
“native ad” that looks similar to
other Reddit conversation
threads — at the top of the Make-
upaddiction sub-Reddit, users in
the thread would treat it less like
an ad and more like content.

But some analysts say adver-
tisers may be skeptical of Red-
dit’s approach to user identity.

“People on Reddit want to be
anonymous, and at some point

these brands want to have a real
relationship with their custom-
ers,” said Brian Blau, an Internet
analyst with Gartner Research.
“Can Reddit deliver that over
time?”

Others say Reddit’s game plan
is not where the advertising mar-
ket is going. Many big brands are
experimenting with buying ads
through automated auction plat-
forms, like those offered by Goo-
gle and Facebook. These compa-
nies build profiles of users — age,
web browsing habits, sex — and
use those demographics to de-
liver better, more targeted ads.

This is diametrically opposed
to Reddit’s refusal to collect us-
ers’ personal data.

“Reddit is a 1998 product, try-
ing to have a 1998 business mod-
el,” said Gina Bianchini, chief ex-
ecutive of Mightybell, a social
networking start-up. “How big is
the market for interest-based ad-
vertising when the biggest cus-
tomers are moving to program-
matic buying?”

Reddit has struggled with ad-
vertising from the start. For
years Reddit tried, and failed, to
get more resources out of Condé

Nast, its former parent company,
to expand and maintain its busi-
ness, say people familiar with the
internal workings of Reddit, who
declined to be named because of
continuing ties to the company.

In 2011, Reddit was spun out as
an independent company; Condé
Nast remains a majority share-
holder. A Condé Nast spokes-
woman said Reddit currently op-
erates independently by design.

At the moment, others may
monetize Reddit’s content even
better than Reddit. Staff mem-
bers at the website Buzzfeed rou-
tinely mine Reddit for popular
photos and memes, then repack-
age that content into so-called lis-
ticles that go viral. Buzzfeed
boasts more than 130 million
monthly visitors — more than
Reddit. Last year, Disney consid-
ered acquiring Buzzfeed for near-
ly $1 billion.

For Reddit, the effort to make
money is part of other changes
happening at the company. It has
slowly started to introduce new
features, like “trending sub-Red-
dits,” to make the site easier to
navigate. It also has plans to
eventually release its own smart-
phone apps.

“All things change,” and Reddit
is “powerless like the pebbles be-
ing swept up in the fast-moving
river,” wrote Yishan Wong, the
company’s chief executive, in a
recent Reddit post. (Mr. Wong
declined to be interviewed for
this article.) “Our goal is to make
it change that you like, like when
you go back to a mall you really
liked when you were a kid and
find that it’s become really awe-
some.”

Can Reddit Grow Up Without Selling Out?

Ellen Pao and Jena Donlin,
above, lead Reddit’s quest to
monetize without alienating
its 114 million monthly users.
Left, the Reddit offices.
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do we feel helpless or empowered? Do we care 
more, or will the ubiquity of images and infor-
mation desensitize us to the point where hu-
man suffering loses meaning when it is part of a 
scroll that includes a video of your niece twerk-
ing? Oh, we say as our index finger navigates to 
the next item, another one of those.

As war becomes a more remote, mecha-
nized activity, posts and images from the tar-
get area have significant value. When a trig-
ger gets pulled or bombs explode, real people 
are often on the wrong end of it. And bearing 
witness to the consequences gives meaning to 
what we see.�   n


