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Officials call for Harvey inquiry 
Durbin, Kirk, Kelly target federal role in politics, police issues

Wednesday, February 19, 2014  

By Joseph Ryan and Joe Mahr 
Tribune reporter Matthew Walberg contributed.

Federal lawmakers on Tuesday called for a review of Justice Department actions 
— including measures that helped re-elect a controversial mayor — in a suburb the 
Tribune recently showed stood out for its high crime and subpar policing.

The lawmakers also pressed for more details on what federal prosecutors are 
doing to help reduce a violent crime rate in Harvey that continually tops those of 
hundreds of suburbs in the Chicago area.

In a letter sent Tuesday, U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk and U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly asked the 
Justice Department’s inspector general to review actions by two wings of the de-
partment that were highlighted by the Tribune.

And in a separate letter Tuesday, Kelly joined U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin in asking the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Chicago to explain its actions.

The Tribune reported that records show an undercover FBI operation aided the 
re-election of Harvey Mayor Eric Kellogg in 2007. Then, a civil rights investigation 
found problems in the Police Department in 2012, but Justice officials did not use 
their full authority to force reform.

“Harvey’s citizens — like all citizens — must be confident in the honesty and 
trustworthiness of their government officials and law enforcement,” said the letter 
by Kirk, Illinois’ Republican senator, and Kelly, a Democrat whose district includes 
Harvey.

The letters came days after Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart began pushing for 
authority to intervene in troubled suburbs such as Harvey. Citing the Tribune find-
ings, Dart said more must be done to demand accountability from the suburb’s lead-
ers. That proposal is awaiting consideration by the County Board.

At the federal level, Kelly told the Tribune on Tuesday that the problems in Har-
vey need a deeper investigation.

“There are many, many good people in Harvey,” Kelly said. “They deserve to feel 
confident in their government and their police force, and they deserve good govern-
ment.”

The lawmakers said their questions were prompted by a three-part Tribune se-
ries, published this month, that showed how Harvey residents face a stark combina-
tion of a high violent crime rate and few arrests, unmatched even in Chicago’s most 
dangerous neighborhoods.

The series found botched casework in a Police Department riddled with officers 
who have controversial pasts. It also showed how state and federal officials ignored 
and enabled Harvey’s leaders in ways that may have worsened the plight of resi-
dents.

Regarding the undercover FBI operation, the Tribune revealed records that show 
an agent, using the alias Carlos Vargas, formed a political committee called The 
Harvey Good Government Group 2007. The committee reported about $140,000 
coming from Vargas, with the money being spent on election-related activities.

The Tribune found several fliers from the election that promoted Kellogg and 
show they were paid for by the political committee.



The FBI agent was at the time undercover as a manager of a strip club in Harvey, 
records show. His role at the club ended after he lured local officers to act as secu-
rity on fake drug deals. Fifteen officers were charged, including some from Harvey, 
one of whom was close to Kellogg.

The FBI later acknowledged it asked that Harvey officer to cooperate against 
Kellogg, but the officer told the Tribune he declined.

Officials from the FBI and U.S. attorney’s office have declined to address the Tri-
bune’s questions about the political committee, other than to say that government 
money was not used and that they followed all the rules for such investigations.

Federal lawmakers want to know more.
Kirk and Kelly asked the Justice Department’s inspector general to take a closer 

look, saying: “The use of federal resources to influence elections in communities 
where criminal investigations are ongoing warrants special scrutiny.”

Kelly and Durbin — Illinois’ Democratic senator who holds the second-highest 
post in the Senate — asked U.S. Attorney Zachary Fardon to “explain the law en-
forcement purpose” of the political committee, who approved it and who supplied 
the money.

The Democrats also asked Fardon to detail what his office is doing to combat 
crime in Harvey, and whether the office has assessed any improvements there af-
ter the three-year civil rights investigation found “serious deficiencies” in police 
operations. Their letter said they hoped more federal resources would be used to 
fight crime across the Chicago area, including in Harvey. “We urge you to use the 
resources available to bring some relief from violent crime to the citizens of Har-
vey,” the letter said, “and to ensure that the actions of federal law enforcement do 
not contribute to the challenges facing Harvey.”

The U.S. attorney’s office in Chicago declined to comment.
Kellogg and his police chief have argued that crime has lessened, the depart-

ment has made reforms and the suburb is trying to weather difficult financial times. 
The mayor has declined to answer questions about the 2007 election and the FBI 
agent’s committee’s role in it. His office did not respond to requests for comment 
on the letters.
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“There are many, many good people in Harvey,” U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly said. 
“They deserve good government.” 
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“Harvey’s citizens — like
all citizens—must be confi-
dent in the honesty and
trustworthiness of their
government officials and
law enforcement,” said the
letter by Kirk, Illinois’ Re-
publican senator, and Kelly,
a Democrat whose district
includesHarvey.

The letters came days
after Cook County Sheriff
TomDartbeganpushing for
authority to intervene in
troubled suburbs such as
Harvey. Citing the Tribune
findings, Dart said more
must be done to demand
accountability from the
suburb’s leaders. That pro-
posal is awaiting consider-
ation by theCountyBoard.

At the federal level, Kelly
told the Tribune on Tues-
day that the problems in
Harvey need a deeper in-
vestigation.

“There are many, many
good people in Harvey,”
Kelly said. “They deserve to
feel confident in their gov-
ernment and their police
force, and they deserve
good government.”

The lawmakers said their
questions were prompted
by a three-part Tribune
series, published this
month, that showed how
Harvey residents face a
stark combination of a high
violent crime rate and few
arrests, unmatched even in
Chicago’s most dangerous
neighborhoods.

The series foundbotched
casework in a Police De-
partment riddled with offi-
cerswhohave controversial
pasts. It also showed how
state and federal officials
ignored and enabled Har-
vey’s leaders in ways that
may have worsened the
plight of residents.

Regarding the under-
cover FBI operation, the
Tribune revealed records
that show an agent, using
the alias Carlos Vargas,
formed a political commit-
tee calledTheHarveyGood

Government Group 2007.
The committee reported
about $140,000 coming
from Vargas, with the mon-
ey being spent on election-
related activities.

The Tribune found sev-
eral fliers from the election
that promoted Kellogg and
show they were paid for by
the political committee.

The FBI agent was at the
time undercover as a man-
ager of a strip club in
Harvey, records show. His
role at the club ended after
he lured local officers to act
as security on fake drug
deals. Fifteen officers were
charged, including some
from Harvey, one of whom
was close toKellogg.

The FBI later acknowl-
edged it asked that Harvey
officer to cooperate against
Kellogg, but the officer told
theTribune he declined.

Officials from the FBI
and U.S. attorney’s office
havedeclinedtoaddress the
Tribune’s questions about
the political committee,
other than to say that gov-
ernment money was not
used and that they followed
all the rules for such in-
vestigations.

Federal lawmakers want
to knowmore.

Kirk and Kelly asked the
Justice Department’s in-
spector general to take a
closer look, saying: “Theuse
of federal resources to influ-
ence elections in communi-
ties where criminal investi-
gations are ongoing war-
rants special scrutiny.”

Kelly and Durbin — Illi-
nois’ Democratic senator
whoholds the second-high-
est post in the Senate —

asked U.S. Attorney Zach-
ary Fardon to “explain the
law enforcement purpose”
of the political committee,
who approved it and who
supplied themoney.

The Democrats also
asked Fardon to detail what
his office is doing to combat
crime in Harvey, and
whether the office has as-
sessed any improvements
there after the three-year
civil rights investigation
found“seriousdeficiencies”
in police operations. Their
letter said they hopedmore
federal resources would be
used to fight crime across
the Chicago area, including
in Harvey. “We urge you to
use the resources available
to bring some relief from
violent crime to the citizens
of Harvey,” the letter said,
“and to ensure that the
actions of federal law en-
forcement do not contrib-
ute to the challenges facing
Harvey.”

The U.S. attorney’s office
inChicagodeclined to com-
ment.

Kellogg and his police
chief have argued that
crime has lessened, the de-
partment hasmade reforms
and the suburb is trying to
weather difficult financial
times. The mayor has de-
clined to answer questions
about the 2007 election and
the FBI agent’s committee’s
role in it. His office did not
respond to requests for
comment on the letters.

Tribune reporter Matthew
Walberg contributed.
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“There are many, many good people in Harvey,” U.S. Rep.
Robin Kelly said. “They deserve good government.”
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meet his football obliga-
tions.

“It truly is a job,” Colter
said. “There is no way
around it.”

Colter spoke of 50- to
60-hour workweeks for
players, saying theyhave to
prepare for opposing de-
fenses because “the guys
on theother sideof theball
want to rip your head off.
The plays are changing
everyweek. It’s likewar.

“I like to think of it like
the military/Navy SEALs.
They spend months and
weeks preparing for op-
erations,” Colter said. “It’s
the same thing as football.
We spend months getting
ready for our operations.”

In exchange for his la-
bor, Colter said he receives
about $75,000 in compen-
sation, including tuition
and a monthly stipend for
room and board. The fig-
ure, he said, was in a form
Northwestern sent to his
parents.

During cross examina-
tion, Anna Wermuth, an
attorney representing
Northwestern, asked Colt-
er if he received a check
from the university to pay
for his tuition.

“The university pays it-
self,” Colter said.

Wermuth asked if he
paid taxes on the stipend
or the tuitionmoney.

“I have no idea,” said
Colter, who kept calmdur-
ing the more than five
hours of detailedquestions
from attorneys on both
sides. Colter listened at-
tentively to questions and
kept his answers short.

Wermuth pressed fur-
ther and asked if he signed
the tax returns. Colter told
her thathismother fileshis
taxes. He trusts her, he
said, so he doesn’t check
the filings.

When asked if he
thought there was nothing
educational about playing
football, Colter said he
learned human values, but
football didn’t help him
learn chemistry.

“It made it a lot harder,”
he said.

At the end of her cross
examination, Wermuth
asked Colter if he under-
stood that Northwestern
“standing alone” has no
control over what the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic
Association requires.
Furthermore, she said, as
an employee of North-
western he would have no
right to bargain with the
NCAA.

“Therearea lotof things
we can negotiate through
Northwestern,” Colter
said, adding that the union
could bargain with North-
western over medical cov-
erage and financial aid that
is longer than four years.

As an employer, the bur-
den falls on Northwestern
to prove its stance that
student-athletes are first,
foremost and always stu-
dents as opposed to em-
ployees.

“Frankly, Northwestern
hasagreatdealofdifficulty
understanding why it was
chosen as a test case,” said
Alex Barbour, another at-
torney representing
Northwestern, inhis open-
ing statementsTuesday.

“The reality is that
Northwestern is not a foot-
ball factory. It is first and
foremost a premier aca-
demic institution. Student-
athletes receive a world-
class education, free tutor-
ing services, coreacademic
advice and personal and
career development op-
portunity,” he said.

Barbour said scholar-
ships come with “no
strings attached” and
“have no bearing” on the
actual performance of
players because a standout
gets the same deal as a
player who never sets foot
on the field.

“How that would be
considered compensation
simply defies logic,” Bar-
bour said.

Barbour said academics
trump athletics at North-
western, and that has led
the football program to
have a 97 percent gradua-
tion rate, highest amongall
Football Bowl Subdivision
schools.

Barbour also said collec-

tive bargaining would cre-
ate “competitive balance
issues” among public and
private (unionized) pro-
grams, issues with nonrev-
enue sports and Title IX,
andwould require a “com-
plete overhaul” of govern-
ing structure at the NCAA
andBigTen levels.

Scholarship athletes
“are, at best, temporary
employees, based on their
transitive nature … they
cannot in any sense form
the nucleus of a collective
bargaining agreement.”

A school official said
Northwestern attorneys
will not attempt to defend
the NCAA and how other
football programs conduct
business.

The union’s attorney,
John Adam, argued that
players are “subject to the
fundamental rule — no
work, no compensation.
And they earn their com-
pensationwith theirblood,
sweat and tears.”

“Northwestern football
players must be disci-
plined,must be fit,must be
diligent, resilient and
smart,” Adam said. “They
must be dedicated, they
must put in long hours
year-round. We will show
that being a football player
at Northwestern is hard
work. It is work. It is a
laborof love,but it is labor.”

Adam said Northwest-
ern is a good employer and
players appreciate what
the school does for them,
but at the same time, they
want a voice in theirwork-
ing conditions, their health
and safety, their insurance
andmedical treatments for
injuries that stay with
them long after football.

The team must be the
football players’ top prior-
ity, he added. They are
students, as well, but if
they do not meet their
football obligations, they
may not be students for
long. Thus, he said, they
are workers entitled to
protections under federal
labor law.
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