CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT OF THE PULITZER FILCTION JURY
w3 GTE

The undersigned unanimously snd enthusisstically nominate for the
1978 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction Jomes Alan MoPherson's Elbow Room. This
iz our only pominatclon. T T
Comment: With his collection, Llbow Room, Mr. MePharson continves the
humane, avticulats, and sengitive erploration of the Amevican Black ex-
perisnce begun in his previous collection Hue and Cry, and has now
patablished himself as ope of the most skillful and pensitrating story-
tellers in Amsrica. He iz an Amevican writer who happens to be black
and who balieves--az his stories so strongly indicate--that American
culture has besen Influenced by blackness in as imporiant a way as by
aither ethnic contributors, but he refuses to allow anger to come between
him and his art.

The twelve stovies in his latest volume map out the pgychic terrvain
of Black culture as neithsr alien nov (spiritually, at least} impoverighed,
bub ag & true culture, 2 version of life which makegz possible the discovery
of memory, regrei, and love, Heither revolublonary nor mevely pleturesque,
his fiction is in the best sense of the word imaginative. Hiz language,
his narvative skills, znd his characters span a2 wide range from the most
gelf-consciously cultured to the most folksy and colloguial, but consise-
tently enlivened, at a1l levels of style and substance, by a2 firm intelli-
gence and compassion for the thinze that make us all human beings, and
for those aspects of living that fiction, perhaps, can best tell vs about.

Respecifully submitted,
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