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To the judges of the Pulitzer Prize: 

Late in the spring of 2001, Cardinal Bernard F. Law of Boston made a startling admission. In an 
otherwise routine court filing, he acknowledged receiving a warning that Rev. John J. Geoghan had 
molested children before he reassigned the priest to a job as parochial vicar at St. Julia's CatholicChurch 

1 in Weston, Mass. 
i 

Reporters and editors at the Boston Globe decided to investigate whether the Geoghan case represented a 
patkrn within the Boston archdiocese. Had Boston's bishops allowed other priests to remain in the 
ministry even though they had been credibly accused of abusing minors? How many? 

The Globe decided as well that a court's confidentiality order covering church documents in the Geoghan 
case needed to be challenged. Serious, inquisitive reporting on the case to date had let? the most important 
questions about Cardinal Law and the archdiocese unresolved, and the Globe was determined to get 
conclusive answers. 

Citing-an "intense and legitimate public interest" in the case and Cardinal Law's "indisputable status as a 
public figure," the Globe filed a motion to unseal papers that would shed light on what church officials 
knew about molestation accusations against Geoghan, when they knew about them, and how they 
responded. 

The Globe's reporting and court challenge broke through a wall of secrecy that had shielded the church in 
the Geoghan case and during similar clergy sex abuse cases since the mid-1980s. Bishops and cardinals 
had long insisted the incidents were isolated acts by a tiny number of aberrant priests. 

The Globe documented instead that the abuse was widespread, as was the cover-up, touching off the 
biggest scandal in the history of American religion. These reports led to a new movement among laity, a 
new state law requiring clergy to report sexual abuse, grand jury investigations, a revolt among Boston 

1 priests against their leadership, a national child-protection policy in the Catholic Church, and ultimately 

i the resignation of Cardinal Law, once the nation's most influential Catholic prelate. By year's end, the 
scandal had forced the removal of 450 accused priests nationwide. 

"Every detail of this sordid story has had to be dragged from the reluctant archdiocese, mostly by the 
dogged investigative reporting of the Boston Globe," observed columnist Bill Keller in the New York 
Times. 

Even as it embarked on a solitary, months-long court battle to make documents public, the Globe called 
upon other tools to pry open what the church wanted to keep secret. 

Using a computer database that drew upon the church's own directories of priests, the Globe tracked 
suspicious reassignments of priests over the course of decades. The Globe examined court cases 
throughout the archdiocese and conducted extensive interviews. So wonied was the Boston archdiocese 
about the Globe's reporting efforts that its lawyer threatened in a formal letter to seek court sanctions 
against the Globe if it published any confidential documents or so much as interviewed a priest about 
them. 

The first Globe stories, describing the Boston archdiocese's handling of Rev. Geoghan, were published 
January 6 and 7, and the public was infuriated at what it learned. Over a period of 34 years, the 
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