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‘we unburied ourselves’

37 confirmed dead; 800 injured
By Jason Morton

Staff Writer

TUSCALOOSA | Gov. Robert 
Bentley walked the streets of his 
hometown on Thursday, followed 
by a small entourage.

He shook his head and squint-
ed his eyes over what was left of 
the homes, businesses and lives 
at the intersection of 15th Street 
and McFarland Boulevard.

“It hurts to see your hometown 
like this,” Bentley said. “Today, I feel 
like not just the governor of the state 
of Alabama, but a Tuscaloosan.”

The city’s death toll has reached 
37, and the number of Tuscaloosa 
residents injured in Wednesday’s 
massive tornado, what some say 
is the largest storm to hit the city 
— and possibly the state — is at 
more than 600.

“This is going to be a very long 
process,” Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt 
Maddox said. “There will be ar-
eas of the city that will be hurting 
for a very long time.”

Bentley pledged the full sup-
port of state resources, includ-
ing the Alabama National Guard, 
and said he would boost the ini-
tial number of troops from 500 to 
1,000 headed for Tuscaloosa.

“However many troops we 
need in Tuscaloosa, we’re going 
to send them,” he said.

Bentley was one of many state 
and federal legislators to speak at 
a news conference on the edge 
of Midtown Village, the open-
air shopping mall that sustained 
damage but is still standing.

Behind them was the wreck-
age of the businesses, stores and 
homes that was left in the wake of 
what some are speculating was an 
EF-5 tornado that hit Tuscaloosa 
and much of West Alabama on 
Wednesday. But the people who 
made their living here, those who 

editor’s note 
Today’s edition of The 
Tuscaloosa News was 
printed by The Birming-
ham News because  
electrical power has not 
been restored. The page 
size is different, and sec-
tions were rearranged.

community 
members 

rally to help   
 victims

By Adam Jones,  
Mark Hughes Cobb 

and Chase Goodbread
Staff Writers

TUSCALOOSA | The tornado that 
ripped through the area Wednesday 
opened the gates of compassion 
Thursday as thousands offered as-
sistance to the tornado’s victims.

“It’s comforting to know we have 
a community like we have that re-
sponds in a disaster,” said Oscar 
Barnes, executive director of the 
Red Cross of West Alabama.

Acting on information they 
heard on the radio, through word 
of mouth or on the Internet, people 
began to help in areas damaged 
by the storm. At the Red Cross’ 

alberta residents walk away from devastation
By Wayne Grayson

Staff Writer

As scores of her Alberta neigh-
bors walked slowly in a mass 
exodus west along University 
Boulevard on Thursday morn-
ing, Brenda Gibson stood star-
ing across the street at what was 
once her home.

Looking south, a small white 
house stood out among the 
waves of broken trees and splin-
tered wood, standing but lean-
ing over, its front porch broken 
in half.

“It’s demolished,” Gibson said. 
“I’m still in shock. I’m like ‘Pinch 
me. Wake me up.’ This just can’t 
be true.”

All that Gibson has left, like 
so many others in Alberta, are 

the clothes she salvaged from 
her home, along with a bottle 
of grape soda and some snacks 
she pulled from the rubble of a 
convenience store.

“We don’t have any food or 
water. After going through our 
house we were walking up to 
the Piggly Wiggly because the 
police were supposed to have 
water there when we saw the 
people here,” she said.

More than a dozen people 
had gathered atop the mound of 
rubble and were desperately dig-
ging through the debris, hoping 
to salvage drinks and food before 
getting back to their destroyed 
homes or continuing to walk 
west, away from the death and 
destruction.
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Alabama 
Gov. 
Robert 

Bentley talks 
to members 
of the media 
during a press 
conference on 
the corner of 
15th Street 
and McFarland 
Boulevard on 
Thursday.
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homes and businesses were destroyed near the intersection of McFarland Boulevard and 15th Street in Tuscaloosa 
when powerful and deadly tornado cut through the area Wednesday evening.

STAFF PhoTo | duSTy coMPToN

Alberta elementary School was demolished Wednesday 
in Tuscaloosa, as seen from the air on Thursday. 
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tuscaloosa tornado: day two

iTwisTer’s afTermaThi

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

netricia stokes, left, and Jasmine Brown, holding 3-month-old kyleigh stokes, walk down 10th street near rosedale court 
housing community with torace stokes and keldrick crews on thursday. the group was helping friends carry belongings out 
of their destroyed home after a tornado ripped through tuscaloosa on Wednesday.

aBOVe: “help 
us please” 
is written on 
the side of a 
car that sits 
among the 
destroyed 
housing 
community 
of rosedale 
court on 
thursday.

staff photo | 
michelle lepianka 
carter

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

aBOVe: Deacon Billy Walker of elizabeth Baptist church, 
tamarlon madison and kelly Bonner of friendship Baptist 
church, cook food and hand out bottled water on 10th street 
for those affected by Wednesday’s tornado.

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

people try to salvage belongings from a home struck by Wednesday’s  
tornado in the cedar crest neighborhood.

“I want to 
reassure the 
people that 
we will do 
everything 

we can on the 
federal level. 

I’ve never seen 
(damage) like 
this — from 
Birmingham 
to Tuscaloosa 

— and it 
hurts.”

— U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

aBOVe: a crib sits outside a home that was destroyed near 
10th street in tuscaloosa on thursday.
righT: Destroyed homes in the forest lake neighborhood.

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

aBOVe: a foundation is all that remains of this home near 10th 
street in the devastation of Wednesday’s tornado.

LefT: a storge house rests on its roof in the wake of a huge  
tornado that struck the Zion community late Wednesday after-
noon. it was next to the heavily damaged house of richard 
Blakney on alabama highway 159 in pickens county. 

staff photo | roBert DeWitt
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iTwisTer’s afTermaThi

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

a woman holding a child stands amid debris and wreckage at rosedale court housing community after Wednesday’s tornado as others try to salvage any-
thing they can from the destroyed residences on thursday. 

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

above: a piece of wood impales a car windshield in the rosedale 
court housing community on thursday. 

LefT: a man sits on the foundation of a house on highway 14 that 
was destroyed  by a tornado Wednesday evening. two people 
were killed in this location. 

staff photo | robert deWitt

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

a man walks on top of houses reduced to rubble along 10th 
street by Wednesday’s tornado. 

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

a large chunk of metal thrown by the tornado rests on the 
side of interstate 359 on thursday. 

“We saw everything fall apart 
and we were buried.”

— Robbie Thomas, a 26-year-old resident of Rosedale Court

staff photo | michelle lepianka carter

people sit in the doorway of a destroyed home in the cedar crest neighborhood surrounded 
by debris on thursday.

staff photo | robert deWitt

Workers round up loose chickens after a tornado almost a mile wide swept through the Zion 
community in pickens county. several chicken houses in the area were destroyed. 

“Everything has to be lined up just so for a 
supercell outbreak. Unfortunately, everything 

lined up.’ — John de Block, warning coordinator meteorologist 
for the Weather Service’s Calera office

Friday, april 29, 2011   |    THE TUSCalOOSa NEWS 9A
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By Jason Morton
Staff Writer

TUSCALOOSA | Gov. Robert Bentley 
walked the streets of his hometown on 
Thursday, followed by a small entou-
rage.

He shook his head and squinted his 
eyes over what was left of the homes, 
businesses and lives at the intersection 
of 15th Street and McFarland Boule-
vard.

“It hurts to see your hometown like 
this,” Bentley said. “Today, I feel like not 
just the governor of the state of Ala-
bama, but a Tuscaloosan.”

The city’s death toll has reached 37, 
and the number of Tuscaloosa residents 
injured in Wednesday’s massive torna-
do, what some say is the largest storm 
to hit the city — and possibly the state 
— is at more than 600.

“This is going to be a very long pro-
cess,” Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox 
said. “There will be areas of the city that 
will be hurting for a very long time.”

Bentley pledged the full support of 
state resources, including the Alabama 
National Guard, and said he would boost 
the initial number of troops from 500 to 
1,000 headed for Tuscaloosa.

“However many troops we need in 
Tuscaloosa, we’re going to send them,” 
he said.

Bentley was one of many state and 
federal legislators to speak at a news 
conference on the edge of Midtown Vil-
lage, the open-air shopping mall that 
sustained damage but is still standing.

Behind them was the wreckage of the 
businesses, stores and homes that was 
left in the wake of what some are specu-
lating was an EF-5 tornado that hit Tus-
caloosa and much of West Alabama on 
Wednesday. But the people who made 
their living here, those who lived here, 
will get the support they need, officials 
said.

“I want to reassure the people that we 
will do everything we can on the federal 
level,” said U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, 
who also calls Tuscaloosa home. “I’ve 

37 confirmed dead;
800 injured

Dusty Compton | Staff

The city’s busiest commercial corner, McFarland Boulevard at 15th Street, took a direct hit from the tornado.
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never seen (damage) like this — from 
Birmingham to Tuscaloosa — and it 
hurts.

“They’re probably in a state of shock 
now, and they need help. And they’ll get 
help.”

Shelby was one of many who flew 
around the state with Bentley on Thurs-
day. The senator arrived in Alabama 
with the head of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Craig Fugate. 
President Barack Obama, will arrive 
here today.

Death toll reaches 37

Of the dead, Maddox said 26 were 
from inside the city limits. The remain-
ing 11 were killed in the police jurisdic-
tion.

And University of Alabama President 
Robert Witt confirmed Thursday that 
two students were among those killed 
in Tuscaloosa.

Carson Tinker, a walk-on long snap-
per on the UA football team from 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., was hospitalized 
with a fractured wrist and concussion. 
Ashley Harrison, a member of the Phi 
Mu sorority from Dallas who was in the 
house with Tinker when the tornado hit, 
was killed.

“Carson Tinker was at his home with 
several others and was right in the mid-
dle of the storm,” head football coach 
Nick Saban told ESPN. “His house was 
completely destroyed, he was thrown 
probably 50 yards from the house ... was 
pretty beat up, but is stable and will be 
fine.”

But none of the dead or injured were 
concentrated in any particular area. 
They all were scattered throughout the 

4-mile path that stretched from south-
west Tuscaloosa to its northeast tip.

City emergency crews have shifted to 
search-and-rescue mode as areas of the 
Tuscaloosa still remain under rubble.

Additionally, East Tuscaloosa is run-
ning out of water.

The water towers on Crescent Ridge 
Road and near the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center on Loop Road are emp-
ty, Maddox said.

“This is going to create potential wa-
ter outages for East Tuscaloosa,” Mad-
dox said.

The mayor has issued an executive or-
der to all city residents to conserve wa-
ter. The reason, he said, is to help main-
tain water pressure throughout the 
entire system.

“This is vitally important. Not only is 
it a health and sanitary issue, but it’s al-
so a public safety one,” the mayor said, 
noting that firefighting efforts will be 
impossible in parts of the city without 
an adequate level of water pressure.

Maddox also issued a boil water notice 
for residents east of McFarland Boule-
vard and south of the Black Warrior 
River up to Buttermilk Road.

Beginning Thursday night, the Police 
Department and the Alabama National 
Guard enforced a curfew for the areas 
affected by the tornado. The curfew will 
last until 6 a.m. today and will be en-
forced from around 8 p.m. today to 6 
a.m. Saturday.

Violating the curfew is a misdemeanor 
offense.

Staff writers Dana Beyerle, Brian Reyn-
olds and Cecil Hurt contributed to this 
report. Material from The Associated 
Press was used in this report.


