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TUSCALOOSA | Police cars blocked 
vehicle access to 10th Avenue at the in-
tersection of 10th and Hargrove Road 
on Thursday.

They said no unauthorized vehicles 
were allowed to go down 10th Avenue 
beyond that point, behind which lies the 
ruins of Rosedale Court.

“The place was destroyed,” said Fre-
drick Bank, a 40-year-old resident of 
Apartment Park, a development across 
the street from Rosedale that was also 
destroyed in Wednesday’s tornado.

“I was at a store when the storm hit,” 
he said. “I’ve been at my place today sal-
vaging whatever I can. I salvaged some 
food and game systems. I’m going to 
stay with my sister on the West Side 
now.”

Bank was one of hundreds of people 
who walked down 10th Avenue in front 
of Rosedale Court on Thursday, salvag-
ing whatever they could from their ru-
ined homes or just walking aimlessly 
with no idea where to go.

Trees, power lines and power poles lay 
toppled on homes and streets surround-
ing Rosedale Court.

About half of Rosedale Court itself — 
as well as much of the area around it — 
was obliterated.

“It’s extensive damage to the southern 
portion of the site,” said Ralph Ruggs, 
executive direction of the Tuscaloosa 

Housing Authority.
“I’d say the southern part of it totally 

destroyed.”
“So far, it’s been reported that we have 

three deaths at Rosedale and first re-
sponders are searching the houses for 
other people,” he said. “I heard there 
were about 30 people injured here of 
various degrees. We’re working with so-
cial service agencies to provide shelter 
and other services to the people here 
and we’ve relocated families to other 
public housing facilities as vacancies 
become available.”

Displaced residents were walking 
along 10th Avenue Thursday carrying 
suitcases and bags filled with items they 
were able to salvage.

Johnnie Robertson, who lives near 
Moody Swamp off 35th Street in west 
Tuscaloosa, said that most of the dam-
age was structural in her neighborhood. 
She spent three hours driving through 
Tuscaloosa to get to her son’s home in 
Circlewood after she was unable to 
reach him by phone Wednesday night.

“I just cried, looking at all of the dev-
astation,” she said. “We were blessed in 
my area.”

Her brother visited Rosedale Court on 
Wednesday to check on friends and help 
with rescue efforts.

“He saw a man walking down the 
street, in shock, carrying a baby that 
had died,” she said.

Not every resident of Rosedale Court 
was picking through the debris Thurs-
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day looking for their possessions.
Some were looking for lost family 

members.
Robbie Thomas, a 26-year-old resident 

of Rosedale Court, said that she, her 
mother, daughter, niece and nephew 
were outside when they saw the tornado 
touch down.

All of them ran in the house, except 
her nephew.

“My nephew was in the red truck,” 
Thomas said, standing atop the rubble 
of her residence, crying. “We can’t find 
him. He was trying to park the truck. 
He’s 15.

“We told him to come in, but the wind 
blew the door shut and that was the last 
time we saw him.”

“My mom had her head busted open 
with a brick and her arm. We saw every-

thing fall apart and we were buried. We 
unburied ourselves. We’re just trying to 
find him.”

Reach Jamon Smith at jamon.smith@
tuscaloosanews.com or 205-722-0204.

“We saw everything 
fall apart and we were 
buried. We unburied 
ourselves”


