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The woman answered my
knock by opening the door a
crack. She was neatly dressed in
blue jeans and a blue shirt.

Was this Dvonte Sykes’ home?
Was there someone I could talk to
about what happened Saturday
night?

“I’m his mother,” she said,
warily.

It was Friday, midday, not quite
a week since Tonia Rush’s son
was arrested. He and four other
teenage boys were charged with
mugging five people in an afflu-
ent, touristed part of downtown
Chicago. She didn’t want to talk,
but said she would, outside, on
the stoop of her two-story gray-
stone duplex.

Had Dvonte been in trouble
before?

“No. Never. He’s a pretty good
kid.”

She reached absent-mindedly
into her mailbox, pulled out
several envelopes.

She said Dvonte had planned
on going to summer school to
earn credits to complete his jun-
ior year of high school.

Instead, at 17, he has been
charged as an adult with robbing
a Thai tourist and participating
in a “mob action” in which a
group of teenagers tried to steal
another man’s scooter.

“Now we’re going to throw the
book at him,” she said, “going to
use him as an example.”

What he’s accused of doing is
really bad, right? When I asked,
she didn’t hesitate.

“Yes. It is. Absolutely. If he did
it, he needs to be punished. But
how it’s blown up is not making it
any better.”

Nearby, the Englewood neigh-
borhood was humming with
young men. They clustered at the
bus stop, next to cars, outside
Stewart’s Cut Rate Liquors. A
couple of guys played a game of
quarters, tossing coins on the
sidewalk, aiming at the cracks.

But Rush’s block, which has
houses on only one side, facing
elevated Metra tracks, was quiet
except when a train roared by.

She said that since she moved
here from Hyde Park because it
was all she could afford, the
neighborhood has gotten worse.

“I can walk to the bus stop and
hear gunshots. People getting
murdered, drive-bys every day.”

After her son’s bond hearing,
she told a reporter that his
$250,000 bail wouldn’t have been
so high if he’d committed crimes
on the South or West sides. Her
remark ignited outrage. She
holds to her opinion.

“Politics, money, race,” she
said when I asked why she
thought this case was so big.
“Pick any one of them. New po-
lice chief. New mayor. They’re
going to make sure they’re set-
ting an example for everybody.”

Rush was polite, but short on
details. She said she works part
time. She said she’d never heard
of the two other teenagers
charged as adults with her son.
She said his father had seen him
since the arrest.

What would she like to say to
Dvonte in jail?

“That I got his back 100 percent.
I’m here for my son. I’m not here
for the media, nor anybody else.”

Then from her handful of mail,
she picked up a postcard. She
flipped it over, flipped it back.

“How did they get this ad-
dress?” she said.

She passed it to me. The card,
handwritten to her son, used a
racial slur: “You and the other
(expletive) don’t seem to be able
to quit acting like (expletive).
Hopefully, they will now put all
you (expletive) away.”

“I have no comment on this,”
she said.

Her voice stayed level. She
walked back inside and closed the
door.

The marauders who beat five
people in downtown Chicago last
Saturday did something very bad.
They hurt those individuals, and
they hurt the city. But let’s save
some righteous anger for the
unseen assaults that happen in
Chicago every day.

Mary
Schmich
mschmich@tribune.com

Mob attacks
not the only
outrages

A political battle over a multi-
million-dollar contract to control
what international travelers eat
and buy at O’Hare International
Airport for the next 25 years is
raging at City Hall, and all eyes
are on Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

Emanuel had barely been
elected this year when he quietly
sent signals he wanted aldermen
to slow down the Daley adminis-
tration’s push to hire one of two
well-connected firms before the
outgoing mayor left office.

Now Emanuel has inherited
the choice, and with it a dilemma
that will shed light on how his
campaign rhetoric about ending
insider deals matches the reality
of running the city.

The airport deal is the first
major contract issue the new
mayor faces. At stake are hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
revenue for the cash-strapped
city and expanded offerings for
travelers waiting for interna-
tional flights, from restaurants to
newsstands.

Lobbyists for the bidders are
blanketing aldermanic offices
with their pitches and warning
the wrong choice could become a
fiasco akin to Daley’s 2008 park-
ing meter privatization. That
deal was criticized as short-
changing the city while sticking
motorists with soaring parking
fees.

Amid the competing claims,
eight aldermen last week signed
a letter to the city Department of
Aviation demanding to see the
detailed proposals from every
bidder, including the firm the
department is recommending.

Emanuel must decide whether
to support a selection process he
inherited or scrap it and start
over, a choice that could set back
improvements at the airport
months if not years.

“It is fair to say at this point
that until the mayor and his staff
have a grasp of all these propos-
als, this is going to be hanging,”
said former Cook County State’s
Attorney Richard Devine, a law-
yer for the partnership led by
McDonald’s that has had the
contract since 1993, Chicago Avi-
ation Partners.

The group’s contract at O’Hare
has long been perceived to be
untouchable because among its
shareholders was Jeremiah
Joyce, one of Mayor Richard
Daley’s closest political advisers
and friends. Joyce was a top
strategist on numerous cam-
paigns for Daley and his allies,
including Devine, while main-
taining a low public profile.

But four years ago Joyce lost a
separate piece of airport busi-
ness — for duty-free shops in
domestic terminals — after his
clout was highlighted in a federal
prosecution of illegal patronage
hiring at City Hall. And a year
ago, Daley’s airport commis-
sioner, Rosemarie Andolino, de-
cided not to continue Chicago
Aviation Partners’ contract at
the international terminal.

Instead, a selection committee

chosen by Andolino picked West-
field Concession Management
LLC, a subsidiary of multina-
tional shopping mall and conces-
sions developer the Westfield
Group.

Westfield has powerful connec-
tions of its own. Its lobbying team
includes Tim Dart, brother of
Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart,
and Demetrius Carney, presi-
dent of the Chicago Police Board.

The Westfield Group also has
long employed two of the most
powerful politicians in Illinois as
tax lawyers. The law firms of
House Speaker Michael Madigan
and Chicago Ald. Ed Burke, 14th,
each represent suburban West-
field shopping malls.

“Whatever the alleged clout
may be, the only question for the
mayor is what is the best fi-
nancial deal for the city,” Devine
said.

“You can’t make a commit-
ment like this, whether it’s 10
years, 20 years or 30 years, with-
out keeping your eye on the
financial ball. It has to be about
what benefits the city.”

Any delay benefits Devine and
his clients, because every month
a new deal isn’t inked, Chicago
Aviation Partners continues to
handle concessions in Terminal
5.

Several sources, including al-
dermen, told the Tribune they
got word before Emanuel took
office that he would like time to
review such a long-standing and
controversial deal.

Emanuel “expressed he did not
want to rush this because it was
important to get it right,” his
spokeswoman Chris Mather con-
firmed. Westfield got a meeting
Friday with the administration,
but Mather told the Tribune the
contract wasn’t discussed be-
cause aldermen are making their
own assessment.

Emanuel made reform a cen-
tral theme of his campaign and
repeatedly pledged to change the
culture of City Hall.

“Government can no longer be
an insider’s game, serving pri-
marily the lobbyists and well-
connected,” he said at his No-
vember campaign kickoff. “We
need to make sure that city
contracts go to the lowest bidders

who provide the best services —
not to the best connected.”

No matter which company is
selected, the winner’s political
ties could open Emanuel and
aldermen to criticism of insider
dealing.

What’s more, Emanuel has
said he is cracking down on city
employees becoming lobbyists
after leaving government, sign-
ing an executive order the day he
took office prohibiting new ap-
pointees from lobbying city gov-
ernment for two years after leav-
ing. Yet Carney is both a lobbyist
for one of Westfield’s partners in
the O’Hare plan and head of the
police board that recommended
the city’s new top cop to Emanu-
el.

The founding owners of West-
field have come under scrutiny
in recent years, accused in a 2008
U.S. Senate investigation of evad-
ing U.S. tax authorities by hiding
$68 million in a Liechtenstein tax
haven. The owners have denied
any wrongdoing.

Company executives declined
to be interviewed, but issued a
written statement in response to
Tribune inquiries.

“Westfield has negotiated in
good faith, and done all the city
has asked, following the rules
and responding to requests for
information since the bidding
process began nearly two and a
half years ago,” said Dominic
Lowe, Westfield’s senior vice
president of airports. “Without a
doubt, this has been by far the
lengthiest and one of the most
rigorous bid processes Westfield
has encountered in 15 years.

“We remain confident that the
new administration and council
will objectively evaluate the re-
development and management
agreement on its merits and not
let the losing incumbent bidder,
its allies and others stand in the
way of the benefits that the city
will achieve,” he said.

Under both proposals, most
retail at Terminal 5 would be
moved for the first time past
security to take advantage of
passengers waiting hours to
board international flights. It
would also include novelty shops,
bookstores and electronics out-
lets as well as an expanded array

of restaurants.
One airport labor union ques-

tions the Aviation Department’s
selection of Westfield as the best
of the three original bids.

“It’s clearly the worst deal,”
said Bhav Tibrewal, an airport
analyst for Unite Here, which
represents 1,100 hospitality work-
ers at O’Hare but none at the
international terminal. “It
doesn’t make any sense.”

Tibrewal said his analysis is
based entirely on records sup-
plied by the bidders, because the
Aviation Department has re-
fused requests for the submitted
bid proposals. The union said
Chicago Aviation Partners
would be the best deal, generat-
ing more than $394 million in
revenue to the city over 20 years
as opposed to $288million from
the Westfield proposal.

Andolino declined the Trib-
une’s interview request, but in
briefings with aldermen she de-
fended her recommendation of
Westfield, arguing the company
has more proven success at eight
major airports, uses more real-
istic estimates of airport traffic
and offers a no-strings-attached
guarantee of at least $5.1 million
in annual rent and as well as $26.2
million in renovation and new
construction.

Devine counters that CAP
guarantees annual rent pay-
ments of $11.5 million and would
spend as much as $41 million in
capital improvements.

“We have some serious ques-
tions about a process that se-
lected a bidder that clearly does
not represent the best financial
package,” he said.

The contract first hit a snag at
the March 8meeting of the City
Council’s Aviation Committee.
Aldermen pressed Andolino for
answers on why the city would
commit to one company for as
long as 25 years and referenced
the parking meter deal. They also
raised concerns about job securi-
ty for the current airport conces-
sion workers.

No vote was taken because the
measure didn’t have enough sup-
port to get committee approval,
the former and current chair-
men of the council’s aviation
committee said.

“A lot of aldermen asked a lot
of questions,” said Ald. Michael
Zalewski, 23rd, the current chair-
man, adding that aldermen
wanted to make sure they
weren’t approving “another
parking meter deal.”

In response to concerns, West-
field and the Aviation Depart-
ment negotiated an escape clause
for the city after 10 years and
language giving current workers
preferential treatment in hiring.
The revised proposal has yet to
be scheduled for a hearing.

Tribune reporter Kristen Mack
contributed.

dkidwell@tribune.com
jchase@tribune.com

At O’Hare International Airport, McDonald’s leads a partnership that has held the concessions contract for the international terminal since

1993. A year ago, under the previous mayoral administration, the decision was made not to renew the partnership’s contract.
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O’Hare concession contract
poses early test for mayor
Emanuel must back Daley’s selection process or start over

Westfield Concession Management LLC, which emerged as the fa-

vored bidder, released this rendering of proposed upgrades at O’Hare. 
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The woman answered my knock by opening the 
door a crack. She was neatly dressed in blue jeans 
and a blue shirt. 

Was this Dvonte Sykes’ home? Was there some-
one I could talk to about what happened Saturday 
night? 

“I’m his mother,” she said, warily. 
It was Friday, midday, not quite a week since 

Tonia Rush’s son was arrested. He and four other 
teenage boys were charged with mugging five peo-
ple in an affluent, touristed part of downtown Chi-
cago. She didn’t want to talk, but said she would, 
outside, on the stoop of her two-story graystone 
duplex. 

Had Dvonte been in trouble before? 
“No. Never. He’s a pretty good kid.” 
She reached absent-mindedly into her mailbox, 

pulled out several envelopes. 
She said Dvonte had planned on going to sum-

mer school to earn credits to complete his junior 
year of high school. 

Instead, at 17, he has been charged as an adult 
with robbing a Thai tourist and participating in a 
“mob action” in which a group of teenagers tried to 
steal another man’s scooter. 

“Now we’re going to throw the book at him,” she 
said, “going to use him as an example.” 

What he’s accused of doing is really bad, right? 
When I asked, she didn’t hesitate. 

“Yes. It is. Absolutely. If he did it, he needs to be 
punished. But how it’s blown up is not making it 
any better.” 

Nearby, the Englewood neighborhood was 
humming with young men. They clustered at the 
bus stop, next to cars, outside Stewart’s Cut Rate 
Liquors. A couple of guys played a game of quar-
ters, tossing coins on the sidewalk, aiming at the 
cracks. 

But Rush’s block, which has houses on only one 

side, facing elevated Metra tracks, was quiet except 
when a train roared by. 

She said that since she moved here from Hyde 
Park because it was all she could afford, the neigh-
borhood has gotten worse. 

“I can walk to the bus stop and hear gunshots. 
People getting murdered, drive-bys every day.” 

After her son’s bond hearing, she told a reporter 
that his $250,000 bail wouldn’t have been so high if 
he’d committed crimes on the South or West sides. 
Her remark ignited outrage. She holds to her opin-
ion. 

“Politics, money, race,” she said when I asked 
why she thought this case was so big. “Pick any one 
of them. New police chief. New mayor. They’re go-
ing to make sure they’re setting an example for ev-
erybody.” 

Rush was polite, but short on details. She said 
she works part time. She said she’d never heard of 
the two other teenagers charged as adults with her 
son. She said his father had seen him since the ar-
rest. 

What would she like to say to Dvonte in jail? 
“That I got his back 100 percent. I’m here for my 

son. I’m not here for the media, nor anybody else.” 
Then from her handful of mail, she picked up a 

postcard. She flipped it over, flipped it back. 
“How did they get this address?” she said. 
She passed it to me. The card, handwritten 

to her son, used a racial slur: “You and the other 
(expletive) don’t seem to be able to quit acting like 
(expletive). Hopefully, they will now put all you 
(expletive) away.” 

“I have no comment on this,” she said. 
Her voice stayed level. She walked back inside 

and closed the door. 
The marauders who beat five people in down-

town Chicago last Saturday did something very 
bad. They hurt those individuals, and they hurt the 
city. But let’s save some righteous anger for the un-
seen assaults that happen in Chicago every day. 

Mob attacks
not the only outrages


