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toward busing companies that
took in $21 million from the
district between 2001 and 2010.

Two busing company leaders
also were charged in a 26-count
indictment that accuses them of
paying as much as $20,000 per
month to the former school offi-
cials to attract busing contracts
and larger loads of students worth
more money.

Those men — Derrick Eubanks,
47, of Lake Villa and Tommie
Boddie, 66, of Wadsworth — are
alleged to have used Barrett
White, 52, of Matteson, to deliver
cash to Sherrod and Harper and
founded front companies to fun-
nel money to the women.

The government seeks $9.67
million in forfeitures from the
defendants, a number that match-
es the alleged proceeds of the
scheme, said Randall Samborn,
spokesman for the U.S. attorney’s
office. Prosecutors also want to

A former North Chicago school
board member and the district’s
onetime transportation director
are charged with taking at least
$800,000 in kickbacks from bus-
ing companies that took in mil-
lions of dollars in district con-
tracts. 

Former school board member
Gloria Harper, 59, of North Chi-
cago, and now-retired transporta-
tion director Alice Sherrod, 59, of
Gurnee, were charged late
Wednesday in Chicago federal
court with directing business

take from the defendants 48 buses
and vans and seven personal
vehicles. All the defendants are
charged with wire fraud and
either paying or soliciting bribes,
and all except White are accused
of filing false tax returns.

School district officials cooper-
ated with investigators after learn-
ing of the alleged scheme in fall
2010, said attorney Sergio Acosta,
who represents the North Chi-
cago Community Unit School
District 187. 

Sherrod retired from the dis-
trict in 2010 and Harper did not
run for re-election in 2009 after 10
years on the board, Acosta said.

Last month, the school board
terminated its busing contract
with Quality Trans LLC, the latest
of several companies prosecutors
said were set up by the defendants
to net district business. In the
June resolution ending the con-
tract, school board members ac-

cused the company’s leaders of
overbilling and submitting false
invoices. 

The alleged scheme is a “be-
trayal of the public’s trust,” Acosta
said.

For two of the defendants, this
is not the first set of charges
alleging fraud involving schools.
White and Harper both recently
signed plea agreements in New
Orleans federal court admitting
they either bribed or tried to bribe
school leaders in Illinois, Louisi-
ana and Arkansas for contracts
linked to a federal program that
funds Internet access for schools.

Harper took in $4.5 million
through the federal program via
her two Illinois-based technology
businesses, according to court
records. She admitted to giving
nearly $30,000 in bribes to
schools outside Illinois and she
acknowledged she gave a $10,000
bribe to an unnamed “Illinois

school agent,” according to court
records. White admitted to deliv-
ering bribes, court records state.

White was sentenced to a year
and a day in federal prison, and he
is scheduled to surrender for
incarceration in October, accord-
ing to court records. Harper is
slated for sentencing in Septem-
ber. In the North Chicago case,
federal authorities have not taken
any of the defendants into custody,
Samborn said. They are scheduled
for a hearing Tuesday to enter
pleas to the charges.

White and Eubanks deferred
questions to their lawyers, neither
of whom could be reached. Nei-
ther Sherrod nor her lawyer could
be reached. Boddie could not be
reached and his attorney declined
to comment.

Harper’s attorney, William Mi-
chael Jr., said his client is “hopeful
that she can resolve” her charges.
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Charges filed in busing fraud
Ex-North Chicago
District 187 officials
allegedly took cash
for transit contracts
By Dan Hinkel
Tribune reporter

It should be good news that a
giant statue of a woman rose over
one of Chicago’s most conspicu-
ous public spaces this week.

Chicago, a city that has almost
as many statues as it has potholes,
is notoriously short on statues of
women. Mile after magnificent
mile, our city teems with large
reproductions of presidents,
philosophers, sports stars, warri-
ors and saints, almost every one a
man.

Finally, we get a highly visible
statue of a woman. Twenty-six-
feet tall. Looming next to North
Michigan Avenue at the Chicago
River. As obvious as a skyscraper.

And as tawdry as a peep show.
“Relax,” an inner voice chided

the other day when I wandered
out of Tribune Tower and im-
mediately ran into workers in-
stalling what appeared to be a
humongous Marilyn Monroe.

Her famous white skirt
swooped toward the heavens. Her
underwear was in full view. Her
head remained a mystery,
wrapped in plastic with a cord at
the throat, unpleasantly, if unin-
tentionally, adding to the porno-
graphic feel.

“It’s just a tourist attraction,”
the inner voice clucked when I
cringed. “Walk on.”

So what that men were stand-

ing dwarfed between the giant
legs of the fake Marilyn, shooting
photos of her crotch while one
stuck out his tongue to mime a
lick? So what if there were guys
leering at her underpants and her
exposed backside? Hey. Whatever
makes people happy. Women
were there laughing too.

“Chill, Hon,” said my inner
voice. “If you don’t think this is
fun, you must be getting old.”

So it was with relief that a
while later I stumbled on an item
by ChicagoNow blogger Abraham
Ritchie, who had the guts to sum
up the sculpture in four perfect
words: “Downright creepy and
sexist.”

The statue, whose head will be
unveiled Friday, could prove to be
someone besides Marilyn Mon-
roe. Maybe the head will look like
Barack Obama’s. Or John Boehn-
er’s.

No matter whose head it is,
though, the rest is Monroe, clearly
derived from a scene in the 1955
movie, “The Seven Year Itch,” in
which a gust from a sidewalk
subway grate blows her full skirt
skyward.

Photos of the scene, shot in
Manhattan, have been wildly
popular for decades. In the best-
known of those photos, Monroe
hugs her knees together as she
presses her skirt down. The bil-
lowing cloth offers just a glimpse
of underwear.

The original image is coy. Mari-
lyn on the Mag Mile is crude.

“This work is totally objectify-
ing,” said Ritchie when I called
him Thursday, curious about his
perspective as a young male art
critic. “It’s not even the subtle

eroticism of a pinup of the 1950s
or of the original photo. It’s a stiff
representation of sexual voyeur-
ism.”

The Monroe statue is the work
of J. Seward Johnson, an artist
who isn’t from Chicago or based
here but who is a favorite of Chi-
cago’s Zeller Realty Group, which
has put other of his giant sculp-
tures in Pioneer Court. The one
before this was a huge reproduc-
tion of the farm couple from the
painting “American Gothic.” Art
critics often refer to his work as
kitsch.

Kitsch is in the eye of the be-
holder, and there’s a place for
kitsch in this world. There’s also a
place for art that makes you think
about sex and the human body.
There’s a place for all of that in
public.

But this sculpture doesn’t merit
its primo place in Chicago. Its only
distinguishing feature is its size,
which brings to mind some 1950s
B movie about giant women.

What’s most disturbing about
the sculpture, though, is not that
it’s mediocre. It’s the fact that
Marilyn Monroe was real. She
wasn’t a sci-fi amazon. She was
more than an image. She was a
real woman who died at the age of
36 of a drug overdose, perhaps by
suicide. Inviting people to leer at
her giant underpants is just icky.

The next time someone wants
to fill a public space with art, why
not find a Chicago artist? Or a
Chicago theme? Or a great piece
of art from somewhere else that
makes the point that Chicago is a
city where great artists show their
work?

How about a statue of a woman
that focuses on something besides
her underwear?

mschmich@tribune.com

Bad taste,
and on
such a
large scale

Art installer Rob Mays works on the Marilyn Monroe sculpture in Pioneer Court on Michigan Avenue this week.
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Marilyn Monroe
sculpture appears to be
a monument to sexism

“Downright creepy
and sexist.”
— ChicagoNow blogger Abraham
Ritchie

Mary
Schmich

Over several months, Tiheta Hinton
watched her good friend and north Austin
neighbor Chervon Alexander fall for the
burly truck driver she was dating.

An aspiring law enforcement officer,
Alexander, 29, would gush about her
budding romance with Devin Bickham, 39,
a former North Chicagopolice officer . He
took her to restaurants and came over to
watch TV with her family.

Love seemed to be blossoming.
“She would say that she really liked him

and that he was really nice and seemed
really stable,” Hinton said. “She wanted to
spend the rest of her life with him.”

But police said Bickham, who is married
to another woman, had other ideas. He was
accused Thursday of hatching a plan, along
with his son and a friend, to kill Alexander
in a River Forest parking lot because she

had been pushing him to “advance” their
relationship, police said.

“It seems he selected this method to get
out of the relationship,” said River Forest
police Sgt. Michael Thornley. “He was
under some pressure about the relationship
and was under pressure to leave his wife,
and this was his reaction to it.”

Bickham, of Blue Island, was charged
with first-degree murder, as were his son,
Devin Bickham Jr., 20, and Cardell Taylor,
35. All three are scheduled for a bond
hearing Friday in Maywood.

Police said the plot unfolded late Monday

night. Bickham drove Alexander to a
parking lot left dark by a power outage,
followed by Bickham’s son and Taylor, who
parked nearby. Taylor walked up and fired
repeatedly at Alexander before fleeing,
police said. The older Bickham then called
police and pretended to be a witness to the
shooting, in an effort to “throw suspicion
away from himself,” Thornley said.

“He was still at the scene when officers
arrived,” Thornley said. “At the time, he was
our primary witness, but as the investiga-
tion moved forward, he went from being a
witness to a person of interest.”

The other two men were pulled over on
Harlem Avenue near Madison Street, after
another witness reported the incident.
Police said a handgun believed to be the
murder weapon was in plain view in the car.

Records show that the older Bickham is a
co-founder of the Chi-City Blitz traveling
amateur football team, and that he recently
owned a trucking company called Bick
Express Inc. 

Bickham has filed for bankruptcy twice

in the past 18 months, re-
cords show. 

In papers filed March 22
in bankruptcy court, Bick-
ham listed his marital status
as “separated.” He stated in
an affidavit that the separa-
tion had “drastically” af-
fected his household in-
come, which was part of the
reason he had defaulted on a

previous deal to pay off creditors. His wife
was contributing $200 a month to help pay
off debts, according to the filings.

Bickham’s wife could not be reached for
comment Thursday. Hinton said Alexander
had told her that she and Bickham were
planning to get married in August. 

“If this is true, it’s senseless, it’s sense-
less,” Hinton said. “She did not deserve this.
He could have just walked away.”
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Ex-police officer charged with first-degree murder of girlfriend
By Jason Meisner, 
Cynthia Dizikes 
and Jim Jaworski
Tribune reporters
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It should be good news that a giant statue of a 
woman rose over one of Chicago’s most conspicu-
ous public spaces this week. 

Chicago, a city that has almost as many statues 
as it has potholes, is notoriously short on statues 
of women. Mile after magnificent mile, our city 
teems with large reproductions of presidents, phi-
losophers, sports stars, warriors and saints, almost 
every one a man. 

Finally, we get a highly visible statue of a wom-
an. Twenty-six-feet tall. Looming next to North 
Michigan Avenue at the Chicago River. As obvious 
as a skyscraper. 

And as tawdry as a peep show. 
“Relax,” an inner voice chided the other day 

when I wandered out of Tribune Tower and imme-
diately ran into workers installing what appeared 
to be a humongous Marilyn Monroe. 

Her famous white skirt swooped toward the 
heavens. Her underwear was in full view. Her head 
remained a mystery, wrapped in plastic with a cord 
at the throat, unpleasantly, if unintentionally, add-
ing to the pornographic feel. 

“It’s just a tourist attraction,” the inner voice 
clucked when I cringed. “Walk on.” 

So what that men were standing dwarfed be-
tween the giant legs of the fake Marilyn, shooting 
photos of her crotch while one stuck out his tongue 
to mime a lick? So what if there were guys leering 
at her underpants and her exposed backside? Hey. 
Whatever makes people happy. Women were there 
laughing too. 

“Chill, Hon,” said my inner voice. “If you don’t 
think this is fun, you must be getting old.” 

So it was with relief that a while later I stum-
bled on an item by ChicagoNow blogger Abraham 
Ritchie, who had the guts to sum up the sculpture 
in four perfect words: “Downright creepy and sex-
ist.” 

The statue, whose head will be unveiled Friday, 
could prove to be someone besides Marilyn Mon-
roe. Maybe the head will look like Barack Obama’s. 
Or John Boehner’s. 

No matter whose head it is, though, the rest is 

Monroe, clearly derived from a scene in the 1955 
movie, “The Seven Year Itch,” in which a gust from 
a sidewalk subway grate blows her full skirt sky-
ward. 

Photos of the scene, shot in Manhattan, have 
been wildly popular for decades. In the best-known 
of those photos, Monroe hugs her knees together 
as she presses her skirt down. The billowing cloth 
offers just a glimpse of underwear. 

The original image is coy. Marilyn on the Mag 
Mile is crude. 

“This work is totally objectifying,” said Ritchie 
when I called him Thursday, curious about his per-
spective as a young male art critic. “It’s not even the 
subtle eroticism of a pinup of the 1950s or of the 
original photo. It’s a stiff representation of sexual 
voyeurism.” 

The Monroe statue is the work of J. Seward 
Johnson, an artist who isn’t from Chicago or based 
here but who is a favorite of Chicago’s Zeller Realty 
Group, which has put other of his giant sculptures 
in Pioneer Court. The one before this was a huge 
reproduction of the farm couple from the paint-
ing “American Gothic.” Art critics often refer to his 
work as kitsch. 

Kitsch is in the eye of the beholder, and there’s 
a place for kitsch in this world. There’s also a place 
for art that makes you think about sex and the hu-
man body. There’s a place for all of that in public. 

But this sculpture doesn’t merit its primo place 
in Chicago. Its only distinguishing feature is its size, 
which brings to mind some 1950s B movie about gi-
ant women. 

What’s most disturbing about the sculpture, 
though, is not that it’s mediocre. It’s the fact that 
Marilyn Monroe was real. She wasn’t a sci-fi ama-
zon. She was more than an image. She was a real 
woman who died at the age of 36 of a drug over-
dose, perhaps by suicide. Inviting people to leer at 
her giant underpants is just icky. 

The next time someone wants to fill a public 
space with art, why not find a Chicago artist? Or a 
Chicago theme? Or a great piece of art from some-
where else that makes the point that Chicago is a 
city where great artists show their work? 

How about a statue of a woman that focuses on 
something besides her underwear? 

Bad taste, and on 
such a large scale

Marilyn Monroe sculpture appears 
to be a momument to sexism


