
MOGADISHU, Somalia — The girl’s voice 
dropped to a hush as she remembered the bright, 
sunny afternoon when she stepped out of her hut 
and saw her best friend buried in the sand, up to 
her neck.

 Her friend had made the mistake of refusing to 
marry a Shabab commander. Now she was about to 
get her head bashed in, rock by rock.

 “You’re next,” the Shabab warned the girl, a 
frail 17-year-old who was living with her brother 
in a squalid refugee camp.

 Several months later, the men came back. Five 
militants burst into her hut, pinned her down and 
gang-raped her, she said. They claimed to be on a 
jihad, or holy war, and any resistance was consid-
ered a crime against Islam, punishable by death.

For Somali Women, Pain of  
Being a Spoil of War

by Jeffrey Gettleman
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By LIZETTE ALVAREZ

MIAMI — Even in a city that
has embraced so many waves of
Latinos that it is jokingly referred
to as the only South American
capital in North America, no one
group has been as courted and
pampered as the Brazilians.

Flush with cash from a boom-
ing economy and enamored of
luxury, Brazilians are visiting
South Florida in droves and
spending millions of dollars on
vacation condominiums, clothes,
jewelry, furniture, cars and art,
all of which are much less expen-
sive here than in Brazil. 

As a thank-you, Floridians are

creating innovative ways to
make the Brazilians happy and to
encourage them to keep dipping
into their wallets. Real estate
agents, for example, have cob-
bled together one-stop-shopping
firms that offer interior decorat-
ing and concierge services as
well as legal advice and visa help.
Some agents have even opened
offices in Brazil to simplify the
process.

Aware that Brazilians will not
spend freely unless they feel at
home, shopping malls have en-

Miami Has a Hearty Oi (Hello)
For Free-Spending Brazilians

Continued on Page A13

By DAVID E. SANGER 
and ANNIE LOWREY

WASHINGTON — A senior
Iranian official on Tuesday deliv-
ered a sharp threat in response to
economic sanctions being read-
ied by the United States, saying
his country would retaliate
against any crackdown by block-
ing all oil shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital artery
for transporting about one-fifth of
the world’s oil supply.

The declaration by Iran’s first
vice president, Mohammad-Reza
Rahimi, came as President Oba-
ma prepares to sign legislation
that, if fully implemented, could
substantially reduce Iran’s oil
revenue in a bid to deter it from
pursuing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. 

Before the latest move, the ad-
ministration had been laying the
groundwork for cutting off Iran
from global energy markets with-
out raising the price of gasoline
or alienating close allies.

Apparently fearful of the ex-
panded sanctions’ possible im-
pact on the already-stressed
economy of Iran, the world’s
third-largest energy exporter,
Mr. Rahimi said, “If they impose
sanctions on Iran’s oil exports,
then even one drop of oil cannot
flow from the Strait of Hormuz,”
according to Iran’s official news
agency. Iran just began a 10-day
naval exercise in the area. 

Obama administration officials
have recently said that the Unit-
ed States has a plan to keep the
strait open in the event of a crisis.
In Hawaii, where President Oba-
ma is vacationing, a White House
spokesman said there would be
no comment on the Iranian
threat. That seemed in keeping
with an effort to lower the level of
angry exchanges, partly to avoid
giving Iran the satisfaction of a
response and partly to avoid
spooking financial markets.     

But the energy sanctions carry
the risk of confrontation, as well
as economic disruption, given the
unpredictability of the Iranian re-
sponse. Some administration offi-
cials believe that a plot to assas-

IRAN THREATENS 
TO CHOKE ROUTE
OF OIL SHIPMENTS

REPLY TO U.S. SANCTIONS

To Avoid a Sharp Rise in
Prices, Obama Faces

Hard Choices
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By ASHLEY PARKER
and MICHAEL BARBARO

DAVENPORT, Iowa — When
Mitt Romney introduces himself
to voters, he has a peculiar habit
of guessing their age or national-
ity, often incorrectly. (A regular
query: “Are you French Canadi-
an?”)

When making small talk with
locals, he peppers the conversa-
tion with curious details. (“We
stayed in the Courtyard hotel last
night,” he told a woman at a din-
er. “It’s a LEED-certified hotel.”)

And when he encounters a
question he particularly dislikes,
he smiles politely and behaves as
if it never happened. (“Will you
put Ron Paul in your cabinet?” a
man asked. The candidate turned
away, inquiry left unanswered.)

Mr. Romney’s bid for president
this year is a carefully crafted do-
over, a chance to revise and re-
tool a campaign that quickly fiz-
zled out four years ago. He has
lost the tie, overhauled his stump
speech and hired far fewer cam-
paign consultants.

But perhaps the trickiest part
of this reinvention is changing
who Mr. Romney is when he
steps out from behind the lectern
and wades into a roomful of vot-
ers: a cautious chief executive

who is uneasy with off-the-cuff
remarks, unnatural at chitchat
and spare with his emotions.

At coffee shops and veterans’
halls, on sidewalks and factory
tours, the reworked version, it
turns out, is not all that different
from the original.

A close-up study of Mr. Rom-

ney’s casual interactions with
voters captures a candidate who
can be efficient, funny and self-
deprecating, yet often strains to
connect in a personal way.

Even those who praise his style
after meeting him sometimes do
so in ways that feel backhanded:
“I don’t mind stiff and formal,”

said Holly Sirois, who spoke to
Mr. Romney a few days ago at a
pizza shop in Newport, N.H. “I
don’t want the guy sitting in the
backyard drinking beers with his
buddies. I want my president to
act presidential.”

Mr. Romney has plenty of mo-

The Retooled, Loose Romney, Guessing Voters’ Age and Ethnicity
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Mitt Romney in Portsmouth, N.H., on Tuesday before heading to Iowa for a three-day bus tour.
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By BARRY MEIER

The most widespread medical
implant failure in decades — in-
volving thousands of all-metal ar-
tificial hips that need to be re-
placed prematurely — has en-
tered the money phase.

Medical and legal experts esti-
mate the hip failures may cost
taxpayers, insurers, employers
and others billions of dollars in
coming years, contributing to the
soaring cost of health care. The
financial fallout is expected to be
unusually large and complex be-
cause the episode involves a
class of products, not a single de-
vice or just one company.

The case of Thomas Dougherty
represents one particularly cost-
ly example. He spent five months
this year without a left hip, large-
ly stuck on a recliner watching
his medical bills soar.

In August, Mr. Dougherty un-
derwent an operation to replace a
failed artificial hip, but his pelvis
fractured soon afterward. The re-
placement hip was abandoned
and then a serious infection set
in. Some of the bills: $400,776 in
charges related to hospitaliza-
tions, and $28,081 in doctors’ bills.

“I’m sitting here on a La-Z-Boy
meant for someone who is 80 and
I’m 55,” said Mr. Dougherty, who
lives in Groveland, Ill., and works
at Caterpillar, the heavy equip-
ment manufacturer. His bills are
“five times as much” as he paid
for his home. 

The so-called metal-on-metal
hips like Mr. Dougherty’s, ones in
which a device’s ball and joint are
made of metal, are failing at high 

COMMON FAILURE
OF HIP IMPLANTS
BRINGS BIG COSTS

SKYROCKETING BURDEN 

Metal-on-Metal Devices
Proved Popular but

Hazardous
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A rape victim in Mogadishu hid her identity. More rapes are being reported now in Somalia than at any time in recent memory.

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN

MOGADISHU, Somalia — The
girl’s voice dropped to a hush as
she remembered the bright, sun-
ny afternoon when she stepped
out of her hut and saw her best
friend buried in the sand, up to
her neck.

Her friend had made the mis-
take of refusing to marry a Sha-
bab commander. Now she was
about to get her head bashed in,
rock by rock.

“You’re next,” the Shabab
warned the girl, a frail 17-year-old
who was living with her brother
in a squalid refugee camp.

Several months later, the men
came back. Five militants burst
into her hut, pinned her down
and gang-raped her, she said.
They claimed to be on a jihad, or

holy war, and any resistance was
considered a crime against Is-
lam, punishable by death. 

“I’ve had some very bad
dreams about these men,” she
said, having recently escaped the
area they control. “I don’t know
what religion they are.”

Somalia has been steadily
worn down by decades of conflict
and chaos, its cities in ruins and
its people starving. Just this year,
tens of thousands have died from
famine, with countless others cut
down in relentless combat. Now
Somalis face yet another wide-
spread terror: an alarming in-
crease in rapes and sexual abuse
of women and girls. 

The Shabab militant group,
which presents itself as a morally
righteous rebel force and the de-
fender of pure Islam, is seizing
women and girls as spoils of war,

gang-raping and abusing them as
part of its reign of terror in south-
ern Somalia, according to vic-
tims, aid workers and United Na-
tions officials. Short of cash and
losing ground, the militants are
also forcing families to hand over
girls for arranged marriages that
often last no more than a few
weeks and are essentially sexual
slavery, a cheap way to bolster
their ranks’ flagging morale.

But it is not just the Shabab. In
the past few months, aid workers
and victims say there has been a
free-for-all of armed men preying
upon women and girls displaced
by Somalia’s famine, who often
trek hundreds of miles searching
for food and end up in crowded,
lawless refugee camps where Is-
lamist militants, rogue militia-

For Somali Women, Pain of Being a Spoil of War
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By TAMAR LEWIN

After a century firmly an-
chored in Boston, Northeastern
University is branching out — be-
coming Southeastern, North-
western and perhaps Western
and Midwestern as well. 

Northeastern, known for its co-
op program in which undergrad-
uates spend significant amounts
of time in the workplace, opened
its first satellite campus this fall
in Charlotte, N.C., and is planning
a second in Seattle next year;
outposts in Austin, Tex., Minne-
sota and Silicon Valley are under
discussion. 

The goal is to offer master’s de-
grees in industries like cyberse-
curity, health informatics and
project management, matching
programs with each city’s indus-
tries and labor needs, through a
mix of virtual learning and fly-ins
from professors based in Boston
(tuition will be the same as at the
main campus). 

While higher education has
long been seen as a local en-
terprise, with universities deeply 

Joining Trend,
College Grows
Beyond Name
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 “I’ve had some very bad dreams about these 
men,” she said, having recently escaped the area 
they control. “I don’t know what religion they are.”

 Somalia has been steadily worn down by de-
cades of conflict and chaos, its cities in ruins and 
its people starving. Just this year, tens of thousands 
have died from famine, with countless others cut 
down in relentless combat. Now Somalis face yet 
another widespread terror: an alarming increase in 
rapes and sexual abuse of women and girls.

 The Shabab militant group, which presents it-
self as a morally righteous rebel force and the de-
fender of pure Islam, is seizing women and girls 
as spoils of war, gang-raping and abusing them as 
part of its reign of terror in southern Somalia, ac-
cording to victims, aid workers and United Nations 
officials. Short of cash and losing ground, the mili-
tants are also forcing families to hand over girls 
for arranged marriages that often last no more than 
a few weeks and are essentially sexual slavery, a 
cheap way to bolster their ranks’ flagging morale.

 But it is not just the Shabab. In the past few 
months, aid workers and victims say, there has been 
a free-for-all of armed men preying upon women 
and girls displaced by Somalia’s famine, who of-
ten trek hundreds of miles searching for food and 
end up in crowded, lawless refugee camps where 
Islamist militants, rogue militiamen and even gov-
ernment soldiers rape, rob and kill with impunity.

 With the famine putting hundreds of thousands 
of women on the move — severing them from their 
traditional protection mechanism, the clan — aid 
workers say more Somali women are being raped 
right now than at any time in recent memory. In 
some areas, they say, women are being used as chits 
at roadblocks, surrendered to the gunmen staffing 
the barrier in the road so that a group of desperate 
refugees can pass.

 “The situation is intensifying,” said Radhika 
Coomaraswamy, the United Nations’ special rep-
resentative for children and armed conflict. All the 
recent flight has created a surge in opportunistic 
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By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
and SHARIFULLAH SAHAK

KABUL, Afghanistan — After
prodding by his American and
European backers, President
Hamid Karzai dropped his oppo-
sition to allowing the Taliban to
set up an office in the Persian
Gulf state of Qatar, saying on
Tuesday that he could abide by
such a step if it was what the
United States wanted. 

In a statement issued late
Tuesday, Mr. Karzai reiterated
his preference that a proposed
Taliban peace mission be opened
in Saudi Arabia or Turkey. But if
the United States insisted that it
be in Qatar, then “we are agreed,”
he said in remarks to the Kuwaiti
news media, according to the
statement from his office. 

The statement also made no
mention of a previous Afghan de-
mand that the Taliban stop fight-
ing before being allowed to open
an office. 

The idea behind the office is to
give Afghan and Western peace
negotiators an “address” where
they can openly contact legiti-
mate Taliban intermediaries.
American and Afghan officials
say that setting it up in a country
like Qatar — or, for that matter,
Saudi Arabia or Turkey — would
have the added benefit of less-
ening Pakistani influence over
the Taliban.

Afghan and American officials
fear that Pakistan could use any
talks as a way to cement its own
influence in Afghanistan. They
consider that problematic be-
cause Pakistan, which has an in-
creasingly tense relationship
with Washington, has tolerated
the Taliban leadership’s residing
there and coordinating attacks
into Afghanistan from Pakistan.

Mr. Karzai’s reversal on Qa-
tar’s offer to host a Taliban office
appeared to represent a small
step forward for a peace process
that has been marred by a series
of false starts, including the dis-
covery last year that a man who
said he was a Taliban emissary
was an imposter. 

The wild card now is what the
Taliban will do. It is unclear if
they are truly open to talks, espe-
cially since some in the move-
ment believe they are winning —
or at least can hold out until the
end of 2014, when most of the for-
eign forces are scheduled to be
withdrawn. 

Mr. Karzai has become more
wary of the Taliban’s intentions
after the former chief of the coun-
try’s peace council, Burhanuddin
Rabbani, was killed in September
by a suicide bomber posing as a
Taliban emissary. 

Despite Mr. Karzai’s uneasi-
ness, the United States and Ger-
many together have made some
progress in reaching out to the
Taliban in recent months. The
talks had centered on opening an
office, preferably in Qatar, which
is seen as relatively neutral and,
most important, was willing to
host it, according to American
and Afghan officials.

Everyone appeared to be on
the same page until this month,
when reports surfaced in the In-
dian and Pakistani media that the
plan for an office in Qatar had
been completed. Afghanistan
promptly recalled its ambassa-
dor, saying the Qataris had not
cleared their plan with Kabul.
Western diplomats expressed
dismay. The Afghans, they said,
were demanding a leading role
but not doing anything to move
the process forward. 

Afghan officials countered by
saying they had not been fully
consulted and that they could not
take part in a process controlled
by foreigners. They insisted that
the office be in Saudi Arabia or
Turkey, although it was never
clear that either of those coun-
tries was willing to host a Taliban
peace mission. Afghan officials
also never fully explained why
they preferred those two coun-
tries over Qatar, all three of
which fit their demand that the
office be in a Muslim country. 

It was not apparent on Tues-
day what had changed Mr. Kar-
zai’s mind. But an American offi-
cial said that it was made clear to
the Afghans that Qatar was the
only option at the moment, and
that waiting for another country
to step forward would be only a
waste of valuable time. The
American asked not to be identi-
fied because he needed to main-
tain working relationships with
his Afghan counterparts.

Karzai Agrees
To Let Taliban
Set Up Office
In Qatar

men and even government sol-
diers rape, rob and kill with im-
punity.

With the famine putting hun-
dreds of thousands of women on
the move — severing them from
their traditional protection mech-
anism, the clan — aid workers
say more Somali women are be-
ing raped right now than at any
time in recent memory. In some
areas, they say, women are being
used as chits at roadblocks, sur-
rendered to the gunmen staffing
the barrier in the road so that a
group of desperate refugees can
pass.

“The situation is intensifying,”
said Radhika Coomaraswamy,
the United Nations’ special rep-
resentative for children and
armed conflict. All the recent
flight has created a surge in op-
portunistic rapes, she said, and
“for the Shabab, forced marriage
is another aspect they are using
to control the population.”

In the past two months, from
Mogadishu alone, the United Na-
tions says it has received more
than 2,500 reports of gender-
based violence, an unusually
large number here. But because
Somalia is a no-go zone for most
operations, United Nations offi-
cials say they are unable to con-
firm the reports, leaving the work
to fledgling Somali aid organiza-
tions under constant threat.

Somalia is a deeply traditional
place, where 98 percent of girls
are subject to genital cutting, ac-
cording to United Nations fig-
ures. Most girls are illiterate and

relegated to their homes. When
they venture out, it is usually to
work, trudging through the rub-
ble-strewn alleyways wrapped
head to toe in thick black cloth,
often lugging something on their
back, the equatorial sun burning
down on them.

The famine and mass displace-
ment, which began over the sum-
mer, have made women and girls
more vulnerable. So many Somali
communities have been disband-
ed, and with armed groups forc-
ing men and boys into their mili-
tias, it is often single women, with
children in tow, who set off on the
dangerous odyssey to refugee
camps. 

At the same time, aid workers
and United Nations officials say
the Shabab, who are fighting So-
malia’s transitional government
and imposing a harsh version of
Islam in the areas they control,
can no longer pay their several
thousand fighters the way they
used to. Much as they seize crops
and livestock, giving their mil-
itants what they call “temporary
wives” is how the Shabab keep
many young men fighting for
them. 

But these are hardly mar-
riages, said Sheik Mohamed
Farah Ali, a former Shabab com-
mander who defected to the gov-
ernment army. 

“There’s no cleric, no ceremo-
ny, nothing,” he said, adding that
Shabab fighters had even paired
up with thin little girls as young
as 12, who are left torn and incon-
tinent afterward. If a girl refuses,
he said, “she’s killed by stones or
bullets.” 

One young woman just deliv-
ered a baby, half Somali, half
Arab. She said she was selected
by a Somali Shabab fighter she
knew, brought to a house full of
guns and handed off to a portly
Arab commander, one of the
many foreigners fighting for the
Shabab.

“He did whatever he wanted
with me,” she said. “Night and
day.”

She said she escaped when he
was sleeping. 

The Elman Peace and Human
Rights Center is one of the few
Somali organizations helping
rape victims, run by Fartuun
Adan, a tall, outspoken woman
whose husband, Elman, was
gunned down by warlords years
ago. Ms. Adan says that since the
famine began, she has met hun-
dreds of women who have been
raped and hundreds more who

have escaped forced marriages.
“You have no idea how difficult

it is for them to come forward,”
she said. “There’s no justice here,
no protection, people say ‘You’re
junk’ if you’ve been raped.”

Often, the women are left
wounded or pregnant, forced to
seek help. Ms. Adan wants to ex-
pand her medical services and
counseling for rape victims and
possibly open a safe house, but it
is hard to do on a budget of $5,000
a month, provided by a small aid
organization called Sister Soma-
lia. Ms. Adan wept on a recent
day as she listened to the 17-year-
old girl recount the story of see-
ing her friend stoned to death
and then being gang-raped her-
self.

“These girls ask me, ‘How am I
going to get married, what’s go-
ing to be my future, what’s going

to happen to me?’” she said. “We
can’t answer that.”

Some of the women in Ms.
Adan’s office seem to have come
from another time. They have
made it here, with help from El-
man’s network, from the deepest
recesses of rural Somalia, where
women are still treated like chat-
tel.

One 18-year-old who asked to
go by Ms. Nur, her common last
name, was married off at 10. She
was a nomad and says that to this
day she has never used a phone
or seen a television.

She spoke of being raped by
two Shabab fighters at a dis-
placed-persons camp in October.
She said the men did not bother
saying much when they entered
her hut. They just pointed their
guns at her chest and uttered two
words: stay silent.
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Somalis displaced because of famine at a camp in Mogadishu. Aid workers say there has been a free-for-all of armed men preying upon women and girls.

Fartuun Adan, in her office in Mogadishu, leads an aid group that is helping rape victims.

Women and Girls in Somalia Seized as Spoils of War
From Page A1

With the breakdown
of the clan system,
many more victims. 

ASIA

China: Authorities Release
3 Detained Over Village Protest
Three of five village advocates who were
abducted by men in plain clothes and de-
tained by the police during a confrontation
between local officials and irate residents
of Wukan, a coastal village in south China,
have been released, a village spokesman
said Tuesday. The release of the three ad-
vocates was part of an agreement reached
between a protest leader, Lin Zuluan, and
provincial officials on Dec. 21. The villagers
took control of Wukan on Dec. 12 after driv-
ing out all the Communist Party officials
and repelling an assault by the police. The
takeover of the village was the culmination
of protests that began in September over
what many villagers called illegal land
sales by party officials to wealthy develop-
ers, a common problem across China. 
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Colombia: Rebel Group to Free
6 Hostages Held Since 1999
Colombian rebels on Tuesday announced
plans to release six hostages who have
been held captive for more than a decade.
The rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, said in a statement
that the six would be released as soon as
details were worked out. It said three of
those to be freed — Jorge Trujillo, Jorge

Romero and José Libardo Forero — were
police officers who were kidnapped in Co-
lombia on July 11, 1999. The rebels said
they would soon announce the identities of
the other hostages to be freed. (AP)

Cuba: For More Than 2,500,
A Reprieve Before Pope’s Visit
More than 2,500 Cuban prisoners have
been released in recent days under a New
Year’s amnesty announced before a visit
this spring by Pope Benedict XVI, a local
human rights group said Tuesday in Ha-
vana. President Raúl Castro said Friday
that the ruling Council of State had granted
amnesty to more than 2,900 common pris-
oners, although not all were immediately
released. Mr. Castro said that the amnesty
was a “humanitarian gesture” and that the
council had also “taken into account” the
coming papal visit and requests by, among
others, top Roman Catholic Church offi-
cials in Cuba and relatives of the prisoners.
Elizardo Sánchez, director of the independ-
ent Cuban Commission on Human Rights,
said his group applauded the releases, “but
really it is a limited gesture as we calculate
there are between 70,000 and 80,000 Cu-
bans in prison.” (REUTERS)

AFRICA

Ethiopia: 2 Swedes Sentenced
A court in Addis Ababa sentenced two
Swedish journalists on Tuesday to 11 years
in prison each for helping an outlawed

rebel group and entering the country ille-
gally. The two journalists — Martin Schib-
bye, a reporter, and Johan Persson, a pho-
tographer — were arrested in July after
they entered Ogaden Province in Ethiopia
from Somalia’s semiautonomous Puntland
region with fighters from the group, the
Ogaden National Liberation Front. “We be-
lieve this is an appropriate sentence,”
Judge Shemsu Sirgaga said. Frank Belf-
rage, Sweden’s state secretary for foreign
affairs, said his country would continue ef-
forts to free the two men by contacting
Ethiopian ministers and consulting with
the United States and the European Union.
The journalists, who have said they were
in the region to investigate the activities of
an oil explorer that in 2009 bought licenses
in Ethiopia from a Swedish company, Lun-
din Petroleum, were found guilty last
week. (REUTERS)

EUROPE

Bosnia: U.S. Extradites Woman
Accused of War Crimes in 1990s
The United States on Tuesday extradited a
Muslim Bosnian woman suspected of kill-
ing six Croats in 1993 during a war that
ripped the region apart, the prosecutor’s
office in Sarajevo, Bosnia, said. The wom-
an, Rasema Handanovic, 39, is suspected
of taking part in the mass killings of Cro-
atian civilians in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in April 1993, when she was a member of a
special unit of the Bosnian Army, the pros-

ecutor’s office said in a statement. More
than 100,000 people were killed during the
Bosnian war of 1992 to 1995, and Muslims
and Croats fought each other in 1993 and
1994 even though they had entered the con-
flict as allies against the Bosnian Serbs.
Ms. Handanovic, who moved to the United
States after the war, is accused of execut-
ing by firing squad three civilians and
three soldiers of the Croatian Defense
Council who had surrendered in the village
of Trusina, the statement said. Ms. Handa-
novic is one of only a few women accused
of war crimes committed during the Bosni-
an conflict. (REUTERS)

MIDDLE EAST

Israel: Plans for Tourist Center
Draw Palestinian Criticism
A hard-line Israeli group said Tuesday that
it was beginning plans for a new tourist
center at the site of a politically conten-
tious archaeological dig in a largely Arab
neighborhood outside Jerusalem’s Old
City, drawing criticism from Palestinian of-
ficials. The project’s sponsor, the Elad
Foundation, said the new visitors’ center
and parking garage would be built above a
section of the excavation area known as
the City of David, leaving the ruins below
accessible. The site is just outside the Old
City walls at the edge of the neighborhood
of Silwan in East Jerusalem, the part of the
city the Palestinian Authority says it wants
as the capital of a hoped-for state. (AP)

World Briefing 

The Department of De-
fense has identified 1,840
American service members
who have died as a part of
the Afghan war and related
operations. It confirmed the
death of the following Amer-
ican this week: 

ALTMANN, Joseph J., 27, Staff
Sgt., Army; Marshfield, Wis.;
25th Infantry Division.

Names of the Dead

Photographs of victims of an
alarming rise of the latest

terror in Somalia, rampant rape
and sexual abuse by armed men. 
nytimes.com/world
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rapes, she said, and “for the Shabab, forced mar-
riage is another aspect they are using to control the 
population.”

 In the past two months, from Mogadishu alone, 
the United Nations says it has received more than 
2,500 reports of gender-based violence, an unusu-
ally large number here. But because Somalia is a 
no-go zone for most operations, United Nations of-
ficials say they are unable to confirm the reports, 
leaving the work to fledgling Somali aid organiza-
tions under constant threat.

 Somalia is a deeply traditional place, where 98 
percent of girls are subject to genital cutting, ac-
cording to United Nations figures. Most girls are 
illiterate and relegated to their homes. When they 
venture out, it is usually to work, trudging through 
the rubble-strewn alleyways wrapped head to toe in 
thick black cloth, often lugging something on their 
back, the equatorial sun burning down on them.

 The famine and mass displacement, which be-
gan over the summer, have made women and girls 
more vulnerable. Many Somali communities have 
been disbanded, and with armed groups forcing 
men and boys into their militias, it is often single 
women, with children in tow, who set off on the 
dangerous odyssey to refugee camps.

 At the same time, aid workers and United Na-
tions officials say the Shabab, who are fighting 
Somalia’s transitional government and imposing 
a harsh version of Islam in the areas they control, 
can no longer pay their several thousand fighters 
the way they used to. Much as they seize crops 
and livestock, giving their militants what they call 
“temporary wives” is how the Shabab keep many 
young men fighting for them.

 But these are hardly marriages, said Sheik 
Mohamed Farah Ali, a former Shabab commander 
who defected to the government army.
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By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
and SHARIFULLAH SAHAK

KABUL, Afghanistan — After
prodding by his American and
European backers, President
Hamid Karzai dropped his oppo-
sition to allowing the Taliban to
set up an office in the Persian
Gulf state of Qatar, saying on
Tuesday that he could abide by
such a step if it was what the
United States wanted. 

In a statement issued late
Tuesday, Mr. Karzai reiterated
his preference that a proposed
Taliban peace mission be opened
in Saudi Arabia or Turkey. But if
the United States insisted that it
be in Qatar, then “we are agreed,”
he said in remarks to the Kuwaiti
news media, according to the
statement from his office. 

The statement also made no
mention of a previous Afghan de-
mand that the Taliban stop fight-
ing before being allowed to open
an office. 

The idea behind the office is to
give Afghan and Western peace
negotiators an “address” where
they can openly contact legiti-
mate Taliban intermediaries.
American and Afghan officials
say that setting it up in a country
like Qatar — or, for that matter,
Saudi Arabia or Turkey — would
have the added benefit of less-
ening Pakistani influence over
the Taliban.

Afghan and American officials
fear that Pakistan could use any
talks as a way to cement its own
influence in Afghanistan. They
consider that problematic be-
cause Pakistan, which has an in-
creasingly tense relationship
with Washington, has tolerated
the Taliban leadership’s residing
there and coordinating attacks
into Afghanistan from Pakistan.

Mr. Karzai’s reversal on Qa-
tar’s offer to host a Taliban office
appeared to represent a small
step forward for a peace process
that has been marred by a series
of false starts, including the dis-
covery last year that a man who
said he was a Taliban emissary
was an imposter. 

The wild card now is what the
Taliban will do. It is unclear if
they are truly open to talks, espe-
cially since some in the move-
ment believe they are winning —
or at least can hold out until the
end of 2014, when most of the for-
eign forces are scheduled to be
withdrawn. 

Mr. Karzai has become more
wary of the Taliban’s intentions
after the former chief of the coun-
try’s peace council, Burhanuddin
Rabbani, was killed in September
by a suicide bomber posing as a
Taliban emissary. 

Despite Mr. Karzai’s uneasi-
ness, the United States and Ger-
many together have made some
progress in reaching out to the
Taliban in recent months. The
talks had centered on opening an
office, preferably in Qatar, which
is seen as relatively neutral and,
most important, was willing to
host it, according to American
and Afghan officials.

Everyone appeared to be on
the same page until this month,
when reports surfaced in the In-
dian and Pakistani media that the
plan for an office in Qatar had
been completed. Afghanistan
promptly recalled its ambassa-
dor, saying the Qataris had not
cleared their plan with Kabul.
Western diplomats expressed
dismay. The Afghans, they said,
were demanding a leading role
but not doing anything to move
the process forward. 

Afghan officials countered by
saying they had not been fully
consulted and that they could not
take part in a process controlled
by foreigners. They insisted that
the office be in Saudi Arabia or
Turkey, although it was never
clear that either of those coun-
tries was willing to host a Taliban
peace mission. Afghan officials
also never fully explained why
they preferred those two coun-
tries over Qatar, all three of
which fit their demand that the
office be in a Muslim country. 

It was not apparent on Tues-
day what had changed Mr. Kar-
zai’s mind. But an American offi-
cial said that it was made clear to
the Afghans that Qatar was the
only option at the moment, and
that waiting for another country
to step forward would be only a
waste of valuable time. The
American asked not to be identi-
fied because he needed to main-
tain working relationships with
his Afghan counterparts.

Karzai Agrees
To Let Taliban
Set Up Office
In Qatar

men and even government sol-
diers rape, rob and kill with im-
punity.

With the famine putting hun-
dreds of thousands of women on
the move — severing them from
their traditional protection mech-
anism, the clan — aid workers
say more Somali women are be-
ing raped right now than at any
time in recent memory. In some
areas, they say, women are being
used as chits at roadblocks, sur-
rendered to the gunmen staffing
the barrier in the road so that a
group of desperate refugees can
pass.

“The situation is intensifying,”
said Radhika Coomaraswamy,
the United Nations’ special rep-
resentative for children and
armed conflict. All the recent
flight has created a surge in op-
portunistic rapes, she said, and
“for the Shabab, forced marriage
is another aspect they are using
to control the population.”

In the past two months, from
Mogadishu alone, the United Na-
tions says it has received more
than 2,500 reports of gender-
based violence, an unusually
large number here. But because
Somalia is a no-go zone for most
operations, United Nations offi-
cials say they are unable to con-
firm the reports, leaving the work
to fledgling Somali aid organiza-
tions under constant threat.

Somalia is a deeply traditional
place, where 98 percent of girls
are subject to genital cutting, ac-
cording to United Nations fig-
ures. Most girls are illiterate and

relegated to their homes. When
they venture out, it is usually to
work, trudging through the rub-
ble-strewn alleyways wrapped
head to toe in thick black cloth,
often lugging something on their
back, the equatorial sun burning
down on them.

The famine and mass displace-
ment, which began over the sum-
mer, have made women and girls
more vulnerable. So many Somali
communities have been disband-
ed, and with armed groups forc-
ing men and boys into their mili-
tias, it is often single women, with
children in tow, who set off on the
dangerous odyssey to refugee
camps. 

At the same time, aid workers
and United Nations officials say
the Shabab, who are fighting So-
malia’s transitional government
and imposing a harsh version of
Islam in the areas they control,
can no longer pay their several
thousand fighters the way they
used to. Much as they seize crops
and livestock, giving their mil-
itants what they call “temporary
wives” is how the Shabab keep
many young men fighting for
them. 

But these are hardly mar-
riages, said Sheik Mohamed
Farah Ali, a former Shabab com-
mander who defected to the gov-
ernment army. 

“There’s no cleric, no ceremo-
ny, nothing,” he said, adding that
Shabab fighters had even paired
up with thin little girls as young
as 12, who are left torn and incon-
tinent afterward. If a girl refuses,
he said, “she’s killed by stones or
bullets.” 

One young woman just deliv-
ered a baby, half Somali, half
Arab. She said she was selected
by a Somali Shabab fighter she
knew, brought to a house full of
guns and handed off to a portly
Arab commander, one of the
many foreigners fighting for the
Shabab.

“He did whatever he wanted
with me,” she said. “Night and
day.”

She said she escaped when he
was sleeping. 

The Elman Peace and Human
Rights Center is one of the few
Somali organizations helping
rape victims, run by Fartuun
Adan, a tall, outspoken woman
whose husband, Elman, was
gunned down by warlords years
ago. Ms. Adan says that since the
famine began, she has met hun-
dreds of women who have been
raped and hundreds more who

have escaped forced marriages.
“You have no idea how difficult

it is for them to come forward,”
she said. “There’s no justice here,
no protection, people say ‘You’re
junk’ if you’ve been raped.”

Often, the women are left
wounded or pregnant, forced to
seek help. Ms. Adan wants to ex-
pand her medical services and
counseling for rape victims and
possibly open a safe house, but it
is hard to do on a budget of $5,000
a month, provided by a small aid
organization called Sister Soma-
lia. Ms. Adan wept on a recent
day as she listened to the 17-year-
old girl recount the story of see-
ing her friend stoned to death
and then being gang-raped her-
self.

“These girls ask me, ‘How am I
going to get married, what’s go-
ing to be my future, what’s going

to happen to me?’” she said. “We
can’t answer that.”

Some of the women in Ms.
Adan’s office seem to have come
from another time. They have
made it here, with help from El-
man’s network, from the deepest
recesses of rural Somalia, where
women are still treated like chat-
tel.

One 18-year-old who asked to
go by Ms. Nur, her common last
name, was married off at 10. She
was a nomad and says that to this
day she has never used a phone
or seen a television.

She spoke of being raped by
two Shabab fighters at a dis-
placed-persons camp in October.
She said the men did not bother
saying much when they entered
her hut. They just pointed their
guns at her chest and uttered two
words: stay silent.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SVEN TORFINN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Somalis displaced because of famine at a camp in Mogadishu. Aid workers say there has been a free-for-all of armed men preying upon women and girls.

Fartuun Adan, in her office in Mogadishu, leads an aid group that is helping rape victims.

Women and Girls in Somalia Seized as Spoils of War
From Page A1

With the breakdown
of the clan system,
many more victims. 

ASIA

China: Authorities Release
3 Detained Over Village Protest
Three of five village advocates who were
abducted by men in plain clothes and de-
tained by the police during a confrontation
between local officials and irate residents
of Wukan, a coastal village in south China,
have been released, a village spokesman
said Tuesday. The release of the three ad-
vocates was part of an agreement reached
between a protest leader, Lin Zuluan, and
provincial officials on Dec. 21. The villagers
took control of Wukan on Dec. 12 after driv-
ing out all the Communist Party officials
and repelling an assault by the police. The
takeover of the village was the culmination
of protests that began in September over
what many villagers called illegal land
sales by party officials to wealthy develop-
ers, a common problem across China. 

EDWARD WONG

THE AMERICAS

Colombia: Rebel Group to Free
6 Hostages Held Since 1999
Colombian rebels on Tuesday announced
plans to release six hostages who have
been held captive for more than a decade.
The rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, said in a statement
that the six would be released as soon as
details were worked out. It said three of
those to be freed — Jorge Trujillo, Jorge

Romero and José Libardo Forero — were
police officers who were kidnapped in Co-
lombia on July 11, 1999. The rebels said
they would soon announce the identities of
the other hostages to be freed. (AP)

Cuba: For More Than 2,500,
A Reprieve Before Pope’s Visit
More than 2,500 Cuban prisoners have
been released in recent days under a New
Year’s amnesty announced before a visit
this spring by Pope Benedict XVI, a local
human rights group said Tuesday in Ha-
vana. President Raúl Castro said Friday
that the ruling Council of State had granted
amnesty to more than 2,900 common pris-
oners, although not all were immediately
released. Mr. Castro said that the amnesty
was a “humanitarian gesture” and that the
council had also “taken into account” the
coming papal visit and requests by, among
others, top Roman Catholic Church offi-
cials in Cuba and relatives of the prisoners.
Elizardo Sánchez, director of the independ-
ent Cuban Commission on Human Rights,
said his group applauded the releases, “but
really it is a limited gesture as we calculate
there are between 70,000 and 80,000 Cu-
bans in prison.” (REUTERS)

AFRICA

Ethiopia: 2 Swedes Sentenced
A court in Addis Ababa sentenced two
Swedish journalists on Tuesday to 11 years
in prison each for helping an outlawed

rebel group and entering the country ille-
gally. The two journalists — Martin Schib-
bye, a reporter, and Johan Persson, a pho-
tographer — were arrested in July after
they entered Ogaden Province in Ethiopia
from Somalia’s semiautonomous Puntland
region with fighters from the group, the
Ogaden National Liberation Front. “We be-
lieve this is an appropriate sentence,”
Judge Shemsu Sirgaga said. Frank Belf-
rage, Sweden’s state secretary for foreign
affairs, said his country would continue ef-
forts to free the two men by contacting
Ethiopian ministers and consulting with
the United States and the European Union.
The journalists, who have said they were
in the region to investigate the activities of
an oil explorer that in 2009 bought licenses
in Ethiopia from a Swedish company, Lun-
din Petroleum, were found guilty last
week. (REUTERS)

EUROPE

Bosnia: U.S. Extradites Woman
Accused of War Crimes in 1990s
The United States on Tuesday extradited a
Muslim Bosnian woman suspected of kill-
ing six Croats in 1993 during a war that
ripped the region apart, the prosecutor’s
office in Sarajevo, Bosnia, said. The wom-
an, Rasema Handanovic, 39, is suspected
of taking part in the mass killings of Cro-
atian civilians in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in April 1993, when she was a member of a
special unit of the Bosnian Army, the pros-

ecutor’s office said in a statement. More
than 100,000 people were killed during the
Bosnian war of 1992 to 1995, and Muslims
and Croats fought each other in 1993 and
1994 even though they had entered the con-
flict as allies against the Bosnian Serbs.
Ms. Handanovic, who moved to the United
States after the war, is accused of execut-
ing by firing squad three civilians and
three soldiers of the Croatian Defense
Council who had surrendered in the village
of Trusina, the statement said. Ms. Handa-
novic is one of only a few women accused
of war crimes committed during the Bosni-
an conflict. (REUTERS)

MIDDLE EAST

Israel: Plans for Tourist Center
Draw Palestinian Criticism
A hard-line Israeli group said Tuesday that
it was beginning plans for a new tourist
center at the site of a politically conten-
tious archaeological dig in a largely Arab
neighborhood outside Jerusalem’s Old
City, drawing criticism from Palestinian of-
ficials. The project’s sponsor, the Elad
Foundation, said the new visitors’ center
and parking garage would be built above a
section of the excavation area known as
the City of David, leaving the ruins below
accessible. The site is just outside the Old
City walls at the edge of the neighborhood
of Silwan in East Jerusalem, the part of the
city the Palestinian Authority says it wants
as the capital of a hoped-for state. (AP)

World Briefing 

The Department of De-
fense has identified 1,840
American service members
who have died as a part of
the Afghan war and related
operations. It confirmed the
death of the following Amer-
ican this week: 

ALTMANN, Joseph J., 27, Staff
Sgt., Army; Marshfield, Wis.;
25th Infantry Division.
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 “There’s no cleric, no ceremony, nothing,” he 
said, adding that Shabab fighters had even paired 
up with thin little girls as young as 12, who are left 
torn and incontinent afterward. If a girl refuses, he 
said, “she’s killed by stones or bullets.”

 One young woman just delivered a baby, half 
Somali, half Arab. She said she was selected by 
a Somali Shabab fighter she knew, brought to a 
house full of guns and handed off to a portly Arab  
commander, one of the many foreigners fighting  
for the Shabab.

 “He did whatever he wanted with me,” she 
said. “Night and day.”

 She said she escaped when he was sleeping.

 The Elman Peace and Human Rights Center is 
one of the few Somali organizations helping rape 
victims, run by Fartuun Adan, a tall, outspoken 
woman whose husband, Elman, was gunned down 
by warlords years ago. Ms. Adan says that since 
the famine began, she has met hundreds of women 
who have been raped and hundreds more who have 
escaped forced marriages.

 “You have no idea how difficult it is for them to 
come forward,” she said. “There’s no justice here, 
no protection. People say, ‘You’re junk’ if you’ve 
been raped.”

 Often, the women are left wounded or preg-
nant, forced to seek help. Ms. Adan wants to ex-
pand her medical services and counseling for rape 
victims and possibly open a safe house, but it is 
hard to do on a budget of $5,000 a month, provided 
by a small aid organization called Sister Somalia. 
Ms. Adan wept on a recent day as she listened to 

the 17-year-old girl recount the story of seeing 
her friend stoned to death and then being gang- 
raped herself.

 “These girls ask me, ‘How am I going to  
get married, what’s going to be my future, what’s 
going to happen to me?’ ” she said. “We can’t an-
swer that.”

 Some of the women in Ms. Adan’s office seem 
to have come from another time. They have made 
it here, with help from Elman’s network, from the 
deepest recesses of rural Somalia, where women 
are still treated like chattel.

 One 18-year-old who asked to go by Ms. Nur, 
her common last name, was married off at 10. She 
was a nomad and says that to this day she has never 
used a phone or seen a television.

 She spoke of being raped by two Shabab fight-
ers at a displaced-persons camp in October. She 
said the men did not bother saying much when they 
entered her hut. They just pointed their guns at her 
chest and uttered two words: stay silent.

With the breakdown of the clan 
system, many more victims.

ONLINE: THE AFTERMATH

Photographs of victims of an  
alarming rise of the latest terror in 

Somalia, rampant rape and sexual abuse  
by armed men.
nytimes.com/world
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By LIZETTE ALVAREZ

MIAMI — Even in a city that
has embraced so many waves of
Latinos that it is jokingly referred
to as the only South American
capital in North America, no one
group has been as courted and
pampered as the Brazilians.

Flush with cash from a boom-
ing economy and enamored of
luxury, Brazilians are visiting
South Florida in droves and
spending millions of dollars on
vacation condominiums, clothes,
jewelry, furniture, cars and art,
all of which are much less expen-
sive here than in Brazil. 

As a thank-you, Floridians are

creating innovative ways to
make the Brazilians happy and to
encourage them to keep dipping
into their wallets. Real estate
agents, for example, have cob-
bled together one-stop-shopping
firms that offer interior decorat-
ing and concierge services as
well as legal advice and visa help.
Some agents have even opened
offices in Brazil to simplify the
process.

Aware that Brazilians will not
spend freely unless they feel at
home, shopping malls have en-

Miami Has a Hearty Oi (Hello)
For Free-Spending Brazilians

Continued on Page A13

By DAVID E. SANGER 
and ANNIE LOWREY

WASHINGTON — A senior
Iranian official on Tuesday deliv-
ered a sharp threat in response to
economic sanctions being read-
ied by the United States, saying
his country would retaliate
against any crackdown by block-
ing all oil shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital artery
for transporting about one-fifth of
the world’s oil supply.

The declaration by Iran’s first
vice president, Mohammad-Reza
Rahimi, came as President Oba-
ma prepares to sign legislation
that, if fully implemented, could
substantially reduce Iran’s oil
revenue in a bid to deter it from
pursuing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. 

Before the latest move, the ad-
ministration had been laying the
groundwork for cutting off Iran
from global energy markets with-
out raising the price of gasoline
or alienating close allies.

Apparently fearful of the ex-
panded sanctions’ possible im-
pact on the already-stressed
economy of Iran, the world’s
third-largest energy exporter,
Mr. Rahimi said, “If they impose
sanctions on Iran’s oil exports,
then even one drop of oil cannot
flow from the Strait of Hormuz,”
according to Iran’s official news
agency. Iran just began a 10-day
naval exercise in the area. 

Obama administration officials
have recently said that the Unit-
ed States has a plan to keep the
strait open in the event of a crisis.
In Hawaii, where President Oba-
ma is vacationing, a White House
spokesman said there would be
no comment on the Iranian
threat. That seemed in keeping
with an effort to lower the level of
angry exchanges, partly to avoid
giving Iran the satisfaction of a
response and partly to avoid
spooking financial markets.     

But the energy sanctions carry
the risk of confrontation, as well
as economic disruption, given the
unpredictability of the Iranian re-
sponse. Some administration offi-
cials believe that a plot to assas-

IRAN THREATENS 
TO CHOKE ROUTE
OF OIL SHIPMENTS

REPLY TO U.S. SANCTIONS

To Avoid a Sharp Rise in
Prices, Obama Faces

Hard Choices

Continued on Page A3

By ASHLEY PARKER
and MICHAEL BARBARO

DAVENPORT, Iowa — When
Mitt Romney introduces himself
to voters, he has a peculiar habit
of guessing their age or national-
ity, often incorrectly. (A regular
query: “Are you French Canadi-
an?”)

When making small talk with
locals, he peppers the conversa-
tion with curious details. (“We
stayed in the Courtyard hotel last
night,” he told a woman at a din-
er. “It’s a LEED-certified hotel.”)

And when he encounters a
question he particularly dislikes,
he smiles politely and behaves as
if it never happened. (“Will you
put Ron Paul in your cabinet?” a
man asked. The candidate turned
away, inquiry left unanswered.)

Mr. Romney’s bid for president
this year is a carefully crafted do-
over, a chance to revise and re-
tool a campaign that quickly fiz-
zled out four years ago. He has
lost the tie, overhauled his stump
speech and hired far fewer cam-
paign consultants.

But perhaps the trickiest part
of this reinvention is changing
who Mr. Romney is when he
steps out from behind the lectern
and wades into a roomful of vot-
ers: a cautious chief executive

who is uneasy with off-the-cuff
remarks, unnatural at chitchat
and spare with his emotions.

At coffee shops and veterans’
halls, on sidewalks and factory
tours, the reworked version, it
turns out, is not all that different
from the original.

A close-up study of Mr. Rom-

ney’s casual interactions with
voters captures a candidate who
can be efficient, funny and self-
deprecating, yet often strains to
connect in a personal way.

Even those who praise his style
after meeting him sometimes do
so in ways that feel backhanded:
“I don’t mind stiff and formal,”

said Holly Sirois, who spoke to
Mr. Romney a few days ago at a
pizza shop in Newport, N.H. “I
don’t want the guy sitting in the
backyard drinking beers with his
buddies. I want my president to
act presidential.”

Mr. Romney has plenty of mo-

The Retooled, Loose Romney, Guessing Voters’ Age and Ethnicity

CHARLES KRUPA/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mitt Romney in Portsmouth, N.H., on Tuesday before heading to Iowa for a three-day bus tour.

Continued on Page A15

By BARRY MEIER

The most widespread medical
implant failure in decades — in-
volving thousands of all-metal ar-
tificial hips that need to be re-
placed prematurely — has en-
tered the money phase.

Medical and legal experts esti-
mate the hip failures may cost
taxpayers, insurers, employers
and others billions of dollars in
coming years, contributing to the
soaring cost of health care. The
financial fallout is expected to be
unusually large and complex be-
cause the episode involves a
class of products, not a single de-
vice or just one company.

The case of Thomas Dougherty
represents one particularly cost-
ly example. He spent five months
this year without a left hip, large-
ly stuck on a recliner watching
his medical bills soar.

In August, Mr. Dougherty un-
derwent an operation to replace a
failed artificial hip, but his pelvis
fractured soon afterward. The re-
placement hip was abandoned
and then a serious infection set
in. Some of the bills: $400,776 in
charges related to hospitaliza-
tions, and $28,081 in doctors’ bills.

“I’m sitting here on a La-Z-Boy
meant for someone who is 80 and
I’m 55,” said Mr. Dougherty, who
lives in Groveland, Ill., and works
at Caterpillar, the heavy equip-
ment manufacturer. His bills are
“five times as much” as he paid
for his home. 

The so-called metal-on-metal
hips like Mr. Dougherty’s, ones in
which a device’s ball and joint are
made of metal, are failing at high 

COMMON FAILURE
OF HIP IMPLANTS
BRINGS BIG COSTS

SKYROCKETING BURDEN 

Metal-on-Metal Devices
Proved Popular but

Hazardous

Continued on Page A3
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A rape victim in Mogadishu hid her identity. More rapes are being reported now in Somalia than at any time in recent memory.

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN

MOGADISHU, Somalia — The
girl’s voice dropped to a hush as
she remembered the bright, sun-
ny afternoon when she stepped
out of her hut and saw her best
friend buried in the sand, up to
her neck.

Her friend had made the mis-
take of refusing to marry a Sha-
bab commander. Now she was
about to get her head bashed in,
rock by rock.

“You’re next,” the Shabab
warned the girl, a frail 17-year-old
who was living with her brother
in a squalid refugee camp.

Several months later, the men
came back. Five militants burst
into her hut, pinned her down
and gang-raped her, she said.
They claimed to be on a jihad, or

holy war, and any resistance was
considered a crime against Is-
lam, punishable by death. 

“I’ve had some very bad
dreams about these men,” she
said, having recently escaped the
area they control. “I don’t know
what religion they are.”

Somalia has been steadily
worn down by decades of conflict
and chaos, its cities in ruins and
its people starving. Just this year,
tens of thousands have died from
famine, with countless others cut
down in relentless combat. Now
Somalis face yet another wide-
spread terror: an alarming in-
crease in rapes and sexual abuse
of women and girls. 

The Shabab militant group,
which presents itself as a morally
righteous rebel force and the de-
fender of pure Islam, is seizing
women and girls as spoils of war,

gang-raping and abusing them as
part of its reign of terror in south-
ern Somalia, according to vic-
tims, aid workers and United Na-
tions officials. Short of cash and
losing ground, the militants are
also forcing families to hand over
girls for arranged marriages that
often last no more than a few
weeks and are essentially sexual
slavery, a cheap way to bolster
their ranks’ flagging morale.

But it is not just the Shabab. In
the past few months, aid workers
and victims say there has been a
free-for-all of armed men preying
upon women and girls displaced
by Somalia’s famine, who often
trek hundreds of miles searching
for food and end up in crowded,
lawless refugee camps where Is-
lamist militants, rogue militia-

For Somali Women, Pain of Being a Spoil of War

Continued on Page A7

By TAMAR LEWIN

After a century firmly an-
chored in Boston, Northeastern
University is branching out — be-
coming Southeastern, North-
western and perhaps Western
and Midwestern as well. 

Northeastern, known for its co-
op program in which undergrad-
uates spend significant amounts
of time in the workplace, opened
its first satellite campus this fall
in Charlotte, N.C., and is planning
a second in Seattle next year;
outposts in Austin, Tex., Minne-
sota and Silicon Valley are under
discussion. 

The goal is to offer master’s de-
grees in industries like cyberse-
curity, health informatics and
project management, matching
programs with each city’s indus-
tries and labor needs, through a
mix of virtual learning and fly-ins
from professors based in Boston
(tuition will be the same as at the
main campus). 

While higher education has
long been seen as a local en-
terprise, with universities deeply 

Joining Trend,
College Grows
Beyond Name

Continued on Page A12
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By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
and SHARIFULLAH SAHAK

KABUL, Afghanistan — After
prodding by his American and
European backers, President
Hamid Karzai dropped his oppo-
sition to allowing the Taliban to
set up an office in the Persian
Gulf state of Qatar, saying on
Tuesday that he could abide by
such a step if it was what the
United States wanted. 

In a statement issued late
Tuesday, Mr. Karzai reiterated
his preference that a proposed
Taliban peace mission be opened
in Saudi Arabia or Turkey. But if
the United States insisted that it
be in Qatar, then “we are agreed,”
he said in remarks to the Kuwaiti
news media, according to the
statement from his office. 

The statement also made no
mention of a previous Afghan de-
mand that the Taliban stop fight-
ing before being allowed to open
an office. 

The idea behind the office is to
give Afghan and Western peace
negotiators an “address” where
they can openly contact legiti-
mate Taliban intermediaries.
American and Afghan officials
say that setting it up in a country
like Qatar — or, for that matter,
Saudi Arabia or Turkey — would
have the added benefit of less-
ening Pakistani influence over
the Taliban.

Afghan and American officials
fear that Pakistan could use any
talks as a way to cement its own
influence in Afghanistan. They
consider that problematic be-
cause Pakistan, which has an in-
creasingly tense relationship
with Washington, has tolerated
the Taliban leadership’s residing
there and coordinating attacks
into Afghanistan from Pakistan.

Mr. Karzai’s reversal on Qa-
tar’s offer to host a Taliban office
appeared to represent a small
step forward for a peace process
that has been marred by a series
of false starts, including the dis-
covery last year that a man who
said he was a Taliban emissary
was an imposter. 

The wild card now is what the
Taliban will do. It is unclear if
they are truly open to talks, espe-
cially since some in the move-
ment believe they are winning —
or at least can hold out until the
end of 2014, when most of the for-
eign forces are scheduled to be
withdrawn. 

Mr. Karzai has become more
wary of the Taliban’s intentions
after the former chief of the coun-
try’s peace council, Burhanuddin
Rabbani, was killed in September
by a suicide bomber posing as a
Taliban emissary. 

Despite Mr. Karzai’s uneasi-
ness, the United States and Ger-
many together have made some
progress in reaching out to the
Taliban in recent months. The
talks had centered on opening an
office, preferably in Qatar, which
is seen as relatively neutral and,
most important, was willing to
host it, according to American
and Afghan officials.

Everyone appeared to be on
the same page until this month,
when reports surfaced in the In-
dian and Pakistani media that the
plan for an office in Qatar had
been completed. Afghanistan
promptly recalled its ambassa-
dor, saying the Qataris had not
cleared their plan with Kabul.
Western diplomats expressed
dismay. The Afghans, they said,
were demanding a leading role
but not doing anything to move
the process forward. 

Afghan officials countered by
saying they had not been fully
consulted and that they could not
take part in a process controlled
by foreigners. They insisted that
the office be in Saudi Arabia or
Turkey, although it was never
clear that either of those coun-
tries was willing to host a Taliban
peace mission. Afghan officials
also never fully explained why
they preferred those two coun-
tries over Qatar, all three of
which fit their demand that the
office be in a Muslim country. 

It was not apparent on Tues-
day what had changed Mr. Kar-
zai’s mind. But an American offi-
cial said that it was made clear to
the Afghans that Qatar was the
only option at the moment, and
that waiting for another country
to step forward would be only a
waste of valuable time. The
American asked not to be identi-
fied because he needed to main-
tain working relationships with
his Afghan counterparts.

Karzai Agrees
To Let Taliban
Set Up Office
In Qatar

men and even government sol-
diers rape, rob and kill with im-
punity.

With the famine putting hun-
dreds of thousands of women on
the move — severing them from
their traditional protection mech-
anism, the clan — aid workers
say more Somali women are be-
ing raped right now than at any
time in recent memory. In some
areas, they say, women are being
used as chits at roadblocks, sur-
rendered to the gunmen staffing
the barrier in the road so that a
group of desperate refugees can
pass.

“The situation is intensifying,”
said Radhika Coomaraswamy,
the United Nations’ special rep-
resentative for children and
armed conflict. All the recent
flight has created a surge in op-
portunistic rapes, she said, and
“for the Shabab, forced marriage
is another aspect they are using
to control the population.”

In the past two months, from
Mogadishu alone, the United Na-
tions says it has received more
than 2,500 reports of gender-
based violence, an unusually
large number here. But because
Somalia is a no-go zone for most
operations, United Nations offi-
cials say they are unable to con-
firm the reports, leaving the work
to fledgling Somali aid organiza-
tions under constant threat.

Somalia is a deeply traditional
place, where 98 percent of girls
are subject to genital cutting, ac-
cording to United Nations fig-
ures. Most girls are illiterate and

relegated to their homes. When
they venture out, it is usually to
work, trudging through the rub-
ble-strewn alleyways wrapped
head to toe in thick black cloth,
often lugging something on their
back, the equatorial sun burning
down on them.

The famine and mass displace-
ment, which began over the sum-
mer, have made women and girls
more vulnerable. So many Somali
communities have been disband-
ed, and with armed groups forc-
ing men and boys into their mili-
tias, it is often single women, with
children in tow, who set off on the
dangerous odyssey to refugee
camps. 

At the same time, aid workers
and United Nations officials say
the Shabab, who are fighting So-
malia’s transitional government
and imposing a harsh version of
Islam in the areas they control,
can no longer pay their several
thousand fighters the way they
used to. Much as they seize crops
and livestock, giving their mil-
itants what they call “temporary
wives” is how the Shabab keep
many young men fighting for
them. 

But these are hardly mar-
riages, said Sheik Mohamed
Farah Ali, a former Shabab com-
mander who defected to the gov-
ernment army. 

“There’s no cleric, no ceremo-
ny, nothing,” he said, adding that
Shabab fighters had even paired
up with thin little girls as young
as 12, who are left torn and incon-
tinent afterward. If a girl refuses,
he said, “she’s killed by stones or
bullets.” 

One young woman just deliv-
ered a baby, half Somali, half
Arab. She said she was selected
by a Somali Shabab fighter she
knew, brought to a house full of
guns and handed off to a portly
Arab commander, one of the
many foreigners fighting for the
Shabab.

“He did whatever he wanted
with me,” she said. “Night and
day.”

She said she escaped when he
was sleeping. 

The Elman Peace and Human
Rights Center is one of the few
Somali organizations helping
rape victims, run by Fartuun
Adan, a tall, outspoken woman
whose husband, Elman, was
gunned down by warlords years
ago. Ms. Adan says that since the
famine began, she has met hun-
dreds of women who have been
raped and hundreds more who

have escaped forced marriages.
“You have no idea how difficult

it is for them to come forward,”
she said. “There’s no justice here,
no protection, people say ‘You’re
junk’ if you’ve been raped.”

Often, the women are left
wounded or pregnant, forced to
seek help. Ms. Adan wants to ex-
pand her medical services and
counseling for rape victims and
possibly open a safe house, but it
is hard to do on a budget of $5,000
a month, provided by a small aid
organization called Sister Soma-
lia. Ms. Adan wept on a recent
day as she listened to the 17-year-
old girl recount the story of see-
ing her friend stoned to death
and then being gang-raped her-
self.

“These girls ask me, ‘How am I
going to get married, what’s go-
ing to be my future, what’s going

to happen to me?’” she said. “We
can’t answer that.”

Some of the women in Ms.
Adan’s office seem to have come
from another time. They have
made it here, with help from El-
man’s network, from the deepest
recesses of rural Somalia, where
women are still treated like chat-
tel.

One 18-year-old who asked to
go by Ms. Nur, her common last
name, was married off at 10. She
was a nomad and says that to this
day she has never used a phone
or seen a television.

She spoke of being raped by
two Shabab fighters at a dis-
placed-persons camp in October.
She said the men did not bother
saying much when they entered
her hut. They just pointed their
guns at her chest and uttered two
words: stay silent.
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Somalis displaced because of famine at a camp in Mogadishu. Aid workers say there has been a free-for-all of armed men preying upon women and girls.

Fartuun Adan, in her office in Mogadishu, leads an aid group that is helping rape victims.

Women and Girls in Somalia Seized as Spoils of War
From Page A1

With the breakdown
of the clan system,
many more victims. 

ASIA

China: Authorities Release
3 Detained Over Village Protest
Three of five village advocates who were
abducted by men in plain clothes and de-
tained by the police during a confrontation
between local officials and irate residents
of Wukan, a coastal village in south China,
have been released, a village spokesman
said Tuesday. The release of the three ad-
vocates was part of an agreement reached
between a protest leader, Lin Zuluan, and
provincial officials on Dec. 21. The villagers
took control of Wukan on Dec. 12 after driv-
ing out all the Communist Party officials
and repelling an assault by the police. The
takeover of the village was the culmination
of protests that began in September over
what many villagers called illegal land
sales by party officials to wealthy develop-
ers, a common problem across China. 

EDWARD WONG
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Colombia: Rebel Group to Free
6 Hostages Held Since 1999
Colombian rebels on Tuesday announced
plans to release six hostages who have
been held captive for more than a decade.
The rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, said in a statement
that the six would be released as soon as
details were worked out. It said three of
those to be freed — Jorge Trujillo, Jorge

Romero and José Libardo Forero — were
police officers who were kidnapped in Co-
lombia on July 11, 1999. The rebels said
they would soon announce the identities of
the other hostages to be freed. (AP)

Cuba: For More Than 2,500,
A Reprieve Before Pope’s Visit
More than 2,500 Cuban prisoners have
been released in recent days under a New
Year’s amnesty announced before a visit
this spring by Pope Benedict XVI, a local
human rights group said Tuesday in Ha-
vana. President Raúl Castro said Friday
that the ruling Council of State had granted
amnesty to more than 2,900 common pris-
oners, although not all were immediately
released. Mr. Castro said that the amnesty
was a “humanitarian gesture” and that the
council had also “taken into account” the
coming papal visit and requests by, among
others, top Roman Catholic Church offi-
cials in Cuba and relatives of the prisoners.
Elizardo Sánchez, director of the independ-
ent Cuban Commission on Human Rights,
said his group applauded the releases, “but
really it is a limited gesture as we calculate
there are between 70,000 and 80,000 Cu-
bans in prison.” (REUTERS)

AFRICA

Ethiopia: 2 Swedes Sentenced
A court in Addis Ababa sentenced two
Swedish journalists on Tuesday to 11 years
in prison each for helping an outlawed

rebel group and entering the country ille-
gally. The two journalists — Martin Schib-
bye, a reporter, and Johan Persson, a pho-
tographer — were arrested in July after
they entered Ogaden Province in Ethiopia
from Somalia’s semiautonomous Puntland
region with fighters from the group, the
Ogaden National Liberation Front. “We be-
lieve this is an appropriate sentence,”
Judge Shemsu Sirgaga said. Frank Belf-
rage, Sweden’s state secretary for foreign
affairs, said his country would continue ef-
forts to free the two men by contacting
Ethiopian ministers and consulting with
the United States and the European Union.
The journalists, who have said they were
in the region to investigate the activities of
an oil explorer that in 2009 bought licenses
in Ethiopia from a Swedish company, Lun-
din Petroleum, were found guilty last
week. (REUTERS)

EUROPE

Bosnia: U.S. Extradites Woman
Accused of War Crimes in 1990s
The United States on Tuesday extradited a
Muslim Bosnian woman suspected of kill-
ing six Croats in 1993 during a war that
ripped the region apart, the prosecutor’s
office in Sarajevo, Bosnia, said. The wom-
an, Rasema Handanovic, 39, is suspected
of taking part in the mass killings of Cro-
atian civilians in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in April 1993, when she was a member of a
special unit of the Bosnian Army, the pros-

ecutor’s office said in a statement. More
than 100,000 people were killed during the
Bosnian war of 1992 to 1995, and Muslims
and Croats fought each other in 1993 and
1994 even though they had entered the con-
flict as allies against the Bosnian Serbs.
Ms. Handanovic, who moved to the United
States after the war, is accused of execut-
ing by firing squad three civilians and
three soldiers of the Croatian Defense
Council who had surrendered in the village
of Trusina, the statement said. Ms. Handa-
novic is one of only a few women accused
of war crimes committed during the Bosni-
an conflict. (REUTERS)

MIDDLE EAST

Israel: Plans for Tourist Center
Draw Palestinian Criticism
A hard-line Israeli group said Tuesday that
it was beginning plans for a new tourist
center at the site of a politically conten-
tious archaeological dig in a largely Arab
neighborhood outside Jerusalem’s Old
City, drawing criticism from Palestinian of-
ficials. The project’s sponsor, the Elad
Foundation, said the new visitors’ center
and parking garage would be built above a
section of the excavation area known as
the City of David, leaving the ruins below
accessible. The site is just outside the Old
City walls at the edge of the neighborhood
of Silwan in East Jerusalem, the part of the
city the Palestinian Authority says it wants
as the capital of a hoped-for state. (AP)

World Briefing 

The Department of De-
fense has identified 1,840
American service members
who have died as a part of
the Afghan war and related
operations. It confirmed the
death of the following Amer-
ican this week: 

ALTMANN, Joseph J., 27, Staff
Sgt., Army; Marshfield, Wis.;
25th Infantry Division.

Names of the Dead

Photographs of victims of an
alarming rise of the latest

terror in Somalia, rampant rape
and sexual abuse by armed men. 
nytimes.com/world

ONLINE: THE AFTERMATH 
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