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surgent group that is considered
both a regional menace and an in-
ternational threat, with possible
sleeper cells embedded in Somali
communities in the United States
and Europe.

The Shabab have been terror-
izing Somalia for years, imposing
a harsh and alien form of Islam,
chopping off heads and unleash-
ing suicide bombers, including
Somali-Americans recruited from
Minnesota. But the African Union
has dealt the Shabab a crippling
blow in Mogadishu, which is what
may have encouraged Kenyan
and Ethiopian forces to recently
invade separate parts of Somalia
in an unusual regional effort to
spread the Shabab thin on sev-
eral fronts and methodically
eliminate them. 

But the Shabab are hardly giv-
ing up. Young, messianic insur-
gents are viciously resisting the
African Union troops, sometimes
fighting hand to hand, with both
sides suffering heavy losses.

African Union officials, who
have been reluctant to disclose
casualties and in the past even
provided apparently false ac-
counting of the numbers, re-
vealed that more than 500 sol-
diers had been killed in Somalia,
making this peacekeeping mis-
sion one of the bloodiest of recent
times.

Oct. 20 was a particularly bad
day. Shortly after dawn, several
hundred peacekeepers marched
into Deynile, one of the last Sha-
bab strongholds in Mogadishu.

“It started off easy, too easy,”
groaned Cpl. Arcade Arakaza, a
Burundian peacekeeper, from a
hospital bed in Nairobi.

There was little resistance,
with a few Shabab fighters flee-
ing in front of them. Civilians
smiled from the bullet-riddled
doorways, saying things like,
“Don’t worry, Shabab finished.”

But suddenly the entire neigh-
borhood opened up on the peace-
keepers with assault rifles, belt-
fed machine guns and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, “women, kids,
everyone,” Corporal Arakaza
said. It was a classic envelope
trap, with the Shabab drawing
the peacekeepers deeper into
their lair, sealing off the escape
routes and then closing in from
all sides. 

Dozens of peacekeepers were
wounded, including Corporal
Arakaza, who was shot through

the groin, and more than 70 killed
in the span of a few minutes. But
the African Union soldiers
clawed back, eventually captur-
ing a chunk of Shabab territory.

Unlike the Americans, who
hastily left Somalia after 18 sol-
diers were killed during the infa-
mous Black Hawk Down debacle
in 1993, or the United Nations
mission that folded not long af-
terward, the African Union has
pressed on. It plans to send thou-
sands more young men from
deeply impoverished sub-Saha-
ran nations into the maw of So-
malia, an arrangement that is lu-
crative for the governments of
the contributing countries and
the soldiers themselves — they
each can make $1,000 a month as
a peacekeeper compared with as
little as $50 back home.

The American government is
helping foot this bill, contributing
more than $400 million. Even so,
some American officials say the
mission is underfinanced. They

insist the African troops need
better flak jackets, more armored
trucks and helicopters. Many
peacekeepers bled to death that
day in Deynile because they had
no way of being rescued.

“These guys are fighting and
dying every day and there’s a na-
tional interest for us in Somalia,”
one American official said. “It’s
crazy we’re spending more
money on Congo and Darfur,”
home to enormous United Na-
tions peacekeeping missions that
in total cost the American gov-
ernment more than $1 billion per
year, though neither place is con-
sidered strategically vital to the
United States.

Few in Washington are opti-
mistic about getting the African
Union better equipment during a
painful round of budget cuts at
the Pentagon and State Depart-
ment. While Darfur, Sudan, and
the Democratic Republic of Con-
go have high-powered champions
like Secretary of State Hillary

Rodham Clinton, who visited
eastern Congo to spotlight the
rape problem, or the countless
celebrities who routinely tour
Darfur, several American offi-
cials who work on Africa say
there is not a strong lobby for So-
malia in the White House. 

The Pentagon has organized
occasional Special Operations
strikes to take out wanted Somali
terrorist suspects — the Shabab

have drawn increasingly close to
Al Qaeda — and the American
government is paying contrac-
tors to train African Union troops
in the ABCs of urban combat. But
the official American policy is no
boots on the ground, which goes
for the French as well, who have
also bombed Shabab camps.

That leaves a dreary infantry
war between the ill-equipped Af-
rican peacekeepers, who come

from Burundi and Uganda, with
several hundred Djiboutians on
their way, and the Shabab.

Sgt. Astere Nimbona, another
Burundian peacekeeper, said
that his unit had no armored per-
sonnel carriers or tanks on the
day of the Deynile battle. He
marched nine hours straight un-
der the equatorial sun, lugging
pounds of bullets and an empty
canteen, before he stepped into
the ambush.

“What we did was basically
suicide,” he said.

The African Union has shifted
from blasting Shabab areas with
long-range artillery, which it did
in the beginning, killing many ci-
vilians, to using foot patrols.
They have now succeeded in se-
curing most of Mogadishu, with-
out making nearly as many ene-
mies.

The peacekeepers may soon
venture into Somalia’s famine-

stricken hinterlands, where the
Shabab have been blocking aid
convoys from reaching starving
people. There is also talk of
bringing the Kenyan troops, and
possibly the Ethiopian troops, un-
der the green-and-white African
Union flag.

But there is an uncomfortable
bigger question. What will these
African Union sacrifices amount
to? All peacekeeping experts say
the same thing: that peacekeep-
ers are a Band-Aid on a gaping
wound, a way to buy time until a
political process takes hold and
alleviates the causes of the con-
flict.

In Somalia, the political pro-
cess seems as bleak as ever. The
Transitional Federal Govern-
ment, Somalia’s internationally
recognized authority that the Af-
rican Union protects, is a col-
lection of corrupt politicians and
warlords who control almost no
territory and are exceedingly un-
popular.

The government has yet to fix
schools, open hospitals or deliver
services in just about all the
neighborhoods the African Union
has wrested away from the Sha-
bab in battles that often cost doz-
ens of lives for a few crumbling
city blocks.

African Peacekeepers Surprise Many With Success in Subduing Somalia 
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Above, soldiers from Burundi manned positions in Mogadishu
last week. Right, last month near Mogadishu, Shabab militants
displayed the bodies of men they said were peacekeepers.
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NAIROBI, Kenya — When the first batch of Af-
rican Union peacekeepers landed at Mogadishu’s 
decrepit airport in 2007, they were immediately 
shelled by insurgents with mortars and given little 
chance of success. This was Somalia after all, the 
graveyard of several other doomed interventions, 
and the African Union soldiers were a last resort 
for a deeply troubled mission.



 But four years later and nearly 10,000 sol-
diers strong, the African Union force in Somalia 
has hardened into a war-fighting machine — and 
it seems to be winning the war. Analysts say the 
African Union has done a better job of pacifying 
Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital and a hornet’s nest of 
Islamist militants, clan warlords, factional armies 
and countless glassy-eyed freelance gunmen, than 
any other outside force, including 25,000 Ameri-
can troops in the 1990s.

 
 The peacekeepers have “performed better than 
anyone would have dreamed,” said J. Peter Pham, 
director of the Africa program at the Atlantic Coun-
cil, a Washington research institution.

 Their surprising success has put the African 
Union in the driver’s seat of an intensifying inter-
national effort to wipe out Somalia’s Shabab mili-
tants, once and for all. Kenya, Ethiopia, the United 
States, France, Djibouti, Burundi and Uganda have 
all jumped in to some degree against the Shabab, a 
brutal and wily insurgent group that is considered 
both a regional menace and an international threat, 
with possible sleeper cells embedded in Somali 
communities in the United States and Europe.

 The Shabab have been terrorizing Somalia 
for years, imposing a harsh and alien form of Is-
lam, chopping off heads and unleashing suicide 
bombers, including Somali-Americans recruit-
ed from Minnesota. But the African Union has 
dealt the Shabab a crippling blow in Mogadishu, 
which is what may have encouraged Kenyan and 
Ethiopian forces to recently invade separate parts 
of Somalia in an unusual regional effort to spread 
the Shabab thin on several fronts and methodi-
cally eliminate them.

 But the Shabab are hardly giving up. Young, 
messianic insurgents are viciously resisting the 
African Union troops, sometimes fighting hand to 
hand, with both sides suffering heavy losses.

 African Union officials, who have been re-
luctant to disclose casualties and in the past even 
provided apparently false accounting of the num-
bers, revealed that more than 500 soldiers had been 
killed in Somalia, making this peacekeeping mis-
sion one of the bloodiest of recent times.

 Oct. 20 was a particularly bad day. Shortly af-
ter dawn, several hundred peacekeepers marched 
into Deynile, one of the last Shabab strongholds  
in Mogadishu.

 “It started off easy, too easy,” groaned Cpl. 
Arcade Arakaza, a Burundian peacekeeper, from a 
hospital bed in Nairobi.

 There was little resistance, with a few Shabab 
fighters fleeing in front of them. Civilians smiled 
from the bullet-riddled doorways, saying things 
like, “Don’t worry, Shabab finished.”

 But suddenly the entire neighborhood opened 
up on the peacekeepers with assault rifles, belt-
fed machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades, 
“women, kids, everyone,” Corporal Arakaza said. 
It was a classic envelope trap, with the Shabab 
drawing the peacekeepers deeper into their lair, 
sealing off the escape routes and then closing in 
from all sides.

 Dozens of peacekeepers were wounded, in-
cluding Corporal Arakaza, who was shot through 
the groin, and more than 70 killed in the span of a 
few minutes. But the African Union soldiers clawed 
back, eventually capturing a chunk of Shabab terri-
tory.

 Unlike the Americans, who hastily left Soma-
lia after 18 soldiers were killed during the infa-
mous Black Hawk Down debacle in 1993, or the 
United Nations mission that folded not long after-

Grinding out victories  
in a graveyard of  

doomed interventions.



ward, the African Union has pressed on. It plans 
to send thousands more young men from deeply 
impoverished sub-Saharan nations into the maw of 
Somalia, an arrangement that is lucrative for the 
governments of the contributing countries and the 
soldiers themselves — they each can make $1,000 
a month as a peacekeeper compared with as little as 
$50 back home.

 The American government is helping foot this 
bill, contributing more than $400 million. Even so, 
some American officials say the mission is under-
financed. They insist the African troops need bet-
ter flak jackets, more armored trucks and helicop-
ters. Many peacekeepers bled to death that day in 
Deynile because they had no way of being rescued.

 “These guys are fighting and dying every day 
and there’s a national interest for us in Somalia,” 
one American official said. “It’s crazy we’re spend-
ing more money on Congo and Darfur,” home to 
enormous United Nations peacekeeping missions 
that in total cost the American government more 
than $1 billion per year, though neither place is 
considered strategically vital to the United States.

 Few in Washington are optimistic about get-
ting the African Union better equipment during a 
painful round of budget cuts at the Pentagon and 
State Department. While Darfur, Sudan, and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo have high-powered 
champions like Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, who visited eastern Congo to spotlight the 
rape problem, or the countless celebrities who rou-
tinely tour Darfur, several American officials who 
work on Africa say there is not a strong lobby for 
Somalia in the White House.

 The Pentagon has organized occasional Spe-
cial Operations strikes to take out wanted Somali 
terrorist suspects — the Shabab have drawn in-
creasingly close to Al Qaeda — and the American 
government is paying contractors to train African 
Union troops in the ABCs of urban combat. But the 
official American policy is no boots on the ground, 
which goes for the French as well, who have also 
bombed Shabab camps.

 That leaves a dreary infantry war between the 
ill-equipped African peacekeepers, who come from 
Burundi and Uganda, with several hundred Dji-
boutians on their way, and the Shabab.

 Sgt. Astere Nimbona, another Burundian 
peacekeeper, said that his unit had no armored per-
sonnel carriers or tanks on the day of the Deynile 
battle. He marched nine hours straight under the 
equatorial sun, lugging pounds of bullets and an 
empty canteen, before he stepped into the ambush.

 “What we did was basically suicide,” he said.

 The African Union has shifted from blasting 
Shabab areas with long-range artillery, which it did 
in the beginning, killing many civilians, to using 
foot patrols. They have now succeeded in secur-
ing most of Mogadishu, without making nearly as 
many enemies.

 The peacekeepers may soon venture into Soma-
lia’s famine-stricken hinterlands, where the Shabab 
have been blocking aid convoys from reaching 
starving people. There is also talk of bringing the 
Kenyan troops, and possibly the Ethiopian troops, 
under the green-and-white African Union flag.

 But there is an uncomfortable bigger question. 
What will these African Union sacrifices amount 
to? All peacekeeping experts say the same thing: 
that peacekeepers are a Band-Aid on a gaping 
wound, a way to buy time until a political process 
takes hold and alleviates the causes of the conflict.

 In Somalia, the political process seems as bleak 
as ever. The Transitional Federal Government, So-
malia’s internationally recognized authority that 
the African Union protects, is a collection of cor-
rupt politicians and warlords who control almost 
no territory and are exceedingly unpopular.

 The government has yet to fix schools, open 
hospitals or deliver services in just about all the 
neighborhoods the African Union has wrested 
away from the Shabab in battles that often cost 
dozens of lives for a few crumbling city blocks.
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Chancellor Angela Merkel again reject-
ed any softening of her stance on the
Euro in response to the spreading Euro-
pean debt crisis. PAGE A4
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Merkel Firm on Euro Policy
Despite the demise of the Congressional
debt panel, an idea for a major structur-
al change to Medicare has emerged and
has gained some traction. PAGE A15
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Reining In Medicare
Using digital records from retailers, a
computer science professor forecasts
the best time for bargains. And it’s often
not the day after Thanksgiving. PAGE B1
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Green Bay improved its record to 11-0
with a 27-15 victory over the Lions after
Detroit’s star defensive lineman, Nda-
mukong Suh, was ejected. PAGE B10 
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By MICHAEL BARBARO
and ASHLEY PARKER

BELMONT, Mass. — Voters routinely
ask about it on the campaign trail. Pun-
dits chronicle the slightest changes in its
presentation. There is a Facebook page
devoted it — not to mention an entire
blog. “Has it always been this good?”
read a recent online entry. 

The subject of the unusually intense po-
litical speculation and debate? 

Mitt Romney’s hair. 

vision host Jimmy Fallon on Monday
what word she associated with Mr. Rom-
ney, a businessman, Olympics executive
and governor, Representative Michele
Bachmann replied, “Hair.” 

Nobody has a more complicated and in-
timate relationship with Mr. Romney’s
hair than the man who has styled it for
more than two decades, a barrel-chested,
bald Italian immigrant named Leon de
Magistris.

For years, Mr. de Magistris said in an
interview, he has tried to persuade Mr. 

By far his most distinctive physical fea-
ture, Mr. Romney’s head of impeccably
coiffed black hair has become something
of a cosmetological Rorschach test on the
campaign trail, with many seeing in his
thick locks everything they love and
loathe about the Republican candidate for
the White House. (Commanding, reassur-
ing, presidential, crow fans; too stiff, too
slick, too perfect, complain critics.) 

Mr. Romney’s advisers have been
known to fret about the shiny strands, and
his rivals have sought to turn them
against him. Asked by the late-night-tele-

The Image Expert Who Shapes Romney (His Hair, Anyway)
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Mitt Romney’s stylist has tried to get
him to muss his hair a bit, to no avail. Continued on Page A22
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AMERICANS CLEARED An Egyp-
tian court ordered the release of
three American students who had
been arrested during protests in
Cairo, but a journalist and a film-
maker fared worse. PAGE A12

SYRIA WARNED The Arab League
warned Syria to admit interna-
tional monitors in 24 hours or face
economic sanctions. PAGE A10

REGION IN REVOLT

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

CAIRO — Egypt’s interim mil-
itary rulers and the masses of
protesters demanding their exit
dug in Thursday for a prolonged
standoff as the generals vowed to
forge ahead with parliamentary
elections despite a week of vio-
lence that is certain to tarnish the
vote.

State news organizations re-
ported that at least one political
party — the Social Democrats,
perhaps the best established of
the liberal parties founded in the
burst of hope after the ouster of
President Hosni Mubarak nine
months ago — would boycott the
elections as a sham intended to
prop up military rule. 

By day’s end, even the Muslim
Brotherhood, the powerful Islam-
ist group that stands to gain the
most from early elections and
that for the moment had stepped
to the sidelines of the protests,
appeared to distance itself from
the military council. 

As clashes with the security
police stopped for the first time
this week, the crowd in Tahrir
Square grew larger on Thursday
than the day before, reaching
tens of thousands, and a broad
spectrum of civilian leaders —
excluding the Brotherhood —
joined calls for a “million man
march” on Friday. 

The generals were unmoved.
“Egypt is not Tahrir Square,”
Maj. Gen. Mukhtar el-Mallah, a
member of the military council,
declared early Thursday at a
news conference, claiming an
open-ended mandate to hold
power long after Monday’s par-
liamentary vote. “We will not re-
linquish power because of a slo-
gan-chanting crowd.”

The declaration, after six days
of violent confrontation in the
capital and around the country,
shifted the political struggle to a
new and murkier phase. 

Fulfilling a promise made in
negotiations with political parties
earlier in the week, the military
pulled back the security forces
who had battled protesters and 

EGYPT’S MILITARY
PLANS FOR A VOTE
DESPITE PROTESTS

CLASHES EASE IN CAIRO

One Party Sets Boycott
— Generals Vow to
Keep Their Power

Continued on Page A12
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Egyptian forces erected a barricade on Thursday bisecting the street in Cairo where most of this week’s violence has occurred.

By KIRK SEMPLE

In the past two decades, the
Mexican population in New York
City has grown more than five-
fold, with immigrants settling
across the five boroughs. Many
adults have demonstrated re-
markable success at finding
work, filling restaurant kitchens
and construction sites, and open-
ing hundreds of businesses.

But their children, in one cru-
cial respect, have fared far differ-
ently.

About 41 percent of all Mex-
icans between ages 16 and 19 in
the city have dropped out of
school, according to census data.

No other major immigrant
group has a dropout rate higher
than 20 percent, and the overall
rate for the city is less than 9 per-
cent, the statistics show.

This crisis endures at the col-
lege level. Among Mexican immi-
grants 19 to 23 who do not have a
college degree, only 6 percent are
enrolled. That is a fraction of the
rates among other major immi-
grant groups and the native-born
population. 

Moreover, these rates are sig-
nificantly worse than those of the
broader Mexican immigrant pop-
ulation in the United States.

The problem is especially un-
settling because Mexicans are
the fastest-growing major immi-
grant group in the city, officially
numbering about 183,200, accord-
ing to the Census Bureau, up
from about 33,600 in 1990. Ex-
perts say the actual figure is far
larger, given high levels of illegal
immigration. 

A small group of educators and
advocates have begun various
educational initiatives for Mex-
icans, and there is evidence of re-
cent strides.

But the educators and advo-
cates say that unless these ef-
forts are sustained, and even in-
tensified, the city may have a 

In New York,
Mexicans Lag

In Education

High Dropout Rate —
Few Attend College

Continued on Page A26

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Thousands turned out for the 85th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in Manhattan. 
Big Balloons, Big Shadows

By EDWARD WYATT
and JENNA WORTHAM

WASHINGTON — AT&T and
T-Mobile USA edged closer to
scrapping their proposed merger,
saying on Thursday that they had
withdrawn their application to
the Federal Communications
Commission to join their cellular
phone operations.  

Deutsche Telekom, the parent
of T-Mobile, and AT&T said in a
joint statement that they still in-
tended to pursue the $39 billion
merger and would prepare for a
federal antitrust lawsuit that is
seeking to block the deal. But the
companies also said that AT&T
planned to take a $4 billion
charge against earnings to reflect
the potential breakup fees that
AT&T would have to pay
Deutsche Telekom if the deal
failed to go through.

The actions followed the deci-
sion this week by Julius Gena-
chowski, the F.C.C. chairman,
that the merger did not meet the
commission’s standard for ap-
proval. Mr. Genachowski sent
other commissioners a proposed
order to refer the case to an ad-

AT&T Merger
With T-Mobile
Faces Setbacks

Continued on Page A3

By PATRICK HEALY

The producers of Hugh Jack-
man’s song-and-dance-and-
bump-and-grind show on Broad-
way were so bullish about his
popularity that, even before the
first performance last month,
they raised prices from $155 to
$175 on dozens of orchestra seats
for the 10-week run. The bet is
now paying off handsomely, so
much so that the producers are
increasing premium prices for
the best seats in the house: what
were $250 tickets are now going
for $275, $325 or even $350, de-
pending on the demand at partic-

ular performances.
“Have I ever paid anything

close to $600 for a pair of tickets?
No,” John Joyce of Rockville Cen-
tre, N.Y., volunteered on Monday
after mulling a range of prices at
the Broadhurst Theater box of-
fice. “But my wife wants to see
Hugh. It’s the holidays and it’s a
surprise for her. So I think it’s
worth it.”

Thanks to theatergoers like
Mr. Joyce, “Hugh Jackman: Back
on Broadway” has set its third
box-office record for the theater
— $1,468,189 for eight perform-
ances through last Sunday, a bo-
nanza by theater standards for
what is essentially a one-man

show. In doing so, Mr. Jackman’s
show edged out the weekly take
for the hottest musical of the
year, “The Book of Mormon.”
And those two hits are still short
of Broadway’s blockbusters, the
long-running “Wicked” and “The
Lion King.”

All four shows are making
huge sums because of dynamic
pricing, a supply-and-demand
strategy that is a primary reason
why Broadway has weathered
the economic downturn unusual-
ly well. 

The strategy involves increas-
ing or decreasing prices for cer-
tain seats based on week-to-

Broadway Hits Make Most of Premium Pricing

Continued on Page A26

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN

NAIROBI, Kenya — When the
first batch of African Union
peacekeepers landed at Mogadi-
shu’s decrepit airport in 2007,
they were immediately shelled
by insurgents with mortars and
given little chance of success.
This was Somalia after all, the
graveyard of several other
doomed interventions, and the
African Union soldiers were a
last resort for a deeply troubled
mission.

But four years later and nearly
10,000 soldiers strong, the African
Union force in Somalia has hard-
ened into a war-fighting machine
— and it seems to be winning the
war. Analysts say the African Un-
ion has done a better job of pac-
ifying Mogadishu, Somalia’s cap-
ital and a hornet’s nest of Islam-
ist militants, clan warlords, fac-
tional armies and countless
glassy-eyed freelance gunmen,
than any other outside force, in-
cluding 25,000 American troops
in the 1990s.

The peacekeepers have “per-
formed better than anyone would
have dreamed,” said J. Peter
Pham, director of the Africa pro-
gram at the Atlantic Council, a
Washington research institution.

Their surprising success has
put the African Union in the driv-
er’s seat of an intensifying in-
ternational effort to wipe out So-
malia’s Shabab militants, once
and for all. Kenya, Ethiopia, the
United States, France, Djibouti,
Burundi and Uganda have all
jumped in to some degree against
the Shabab, a brutal and wily in-

African Force
Makes Strides
Inside Somalia 

Continued on Page A14
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surgent group that is considered
both a regional menace and an in-
ternational threat, with possible
sleeper cells embedded in Somali
communities in the United States
and Europe.

The Shabab have been terror-
izing Somalia for years, imposing
a harsh and alien form of Islam,
chopping off heads and unleash-
ing suicide bombers, including
Somali-Americans recruited from
Minnesota. But the African Union
has dealt the Shabab a crippling
blow in Mogadishu, which is what
may have encouraged Kenyan
and Ethiopian forces to recently
invade separate parts of Somalia
in an unusual regional effort to
spread the Shabab thin on sev-
eral fronts and methodically
eliminate them. 

But the Shabab are hardly giv-
ing up. Young, messianic insur-
gents are viciously resisting the
African Union troops, sometimes
fighting hand to hand, with both
sides suffering heavy losses.

African Union officials, who
have been reluctant to disclose
casualties and in the past even
provided apparently false ac-
counting of the numbers, re-
vealed that more than 500 sol-
diers had been killed in Somalia,
making this peacekeeping mis-
sion one of the bloodiest of recent
times.

Oct. 20 was a particularly bad
day. Shortly after dawn, several
hundred peacekeepers marched
into Deynile, one of the last Sha-
bab strongholds in Mogadishu.

“It started off easy, too easy,”
groaned Cpl. Arcade Arakaza, a
Burundian peacekeeper, from a
hospital bed in Nairobi.

There was little resistance,
with a few Shabab fighters flee-
ing in front of them. Civilians
smiled from the bullet-riddled
doorways, saying things like,
“Don’t worry, Shabab finished.”

But suddenly the entire neigh-
borhood opened up on the peace-
keepers with assault rifles, belt-
fed machine guns and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, “women, kids,
everyone,” Corporal Arakaza
said. It was a classic envelope
trap, with the Shabab drawing
the peacekeepers deeper into
their lair, sealing off the escape
routes and then closing in from
all sides. 

Dozens of peacekeepers were
wounded, including Corporal
Arakaza, who was shot through

the groin, and more than 70 killed
in the span of a few minutes. But
the African Union soldiers
clawed back, eventually captur-
ing a chunk of Shabab territory.

Unlike the Americans, who
hastily left Somalia after 18 sol-
diers were killed during the infa-
mous Black Hawk Down debacle
in 1993, or the United Nations
mission that folded not long af-
terward, the African Union has
pressed on. It plans to send thou-
sands more young men from
deeply impoverished sub-Saha-
ran nations into the maw of So-
malia, an arrangement that is lu-
crative for the governments of
the contributing countries and
the soldiers themselves — they
each can make $1,000 a month as
a peacekeeper compared with as
little as $50 back home.

The American government is
helping foot this bill, contributing
more than $400 million. Even so,
some American officials say the
mission is underfinanced. They

insist the African troops need
better flak jackets, more armored
trucks and helicopters. Many
peacekeepers bled to death that
day in Deynile because they had
no way of being rescued.

“These guys are fighting and
dying every day and there’s a na-
tional interest for us in Somalia,”
one American official said. “It’s
crazy we’re spending more
money on Congo and Darfur,”
home to enormous United Na-
tions peacekeeping missions that
in total cost the American gov-
ernment more than $1 billion per
year, though neither place is con-
sidered strategically vital to the
United States.

Few in Washington are opti-
mistic about getting the African
Union better equipment during a
painful round of budget cuts at
the Pentagon and State Depart-
ment. While Darfur, Sudan, and
the Democratic Republic of Con-
go have high-powered champions
like Secretary of State Hillary

Rodham Clinton, who visited
eastern Congo to spotlight the
rape problem, or the countless
celebrities who routinely tour
Darfur, several American offi-
cials who work on Africa say
there is not a strong lobby for So-
malia in the White House. 

The Pentagon has organized
occasional Special Operations
strikes to take out wanted Somali
terrorist suspects — the Shabab

have drawn increasingly close to
Al Qaeda — and the American
government is paying contrac-
tors to train African Union troops
in the ABCs of urban combat. But
the official American policy is no
boots on the ground, which goes
for the French as well, who have
also bombed Shabab camps.

That leaves a dreary infantry
war between the ill-equipped Af-
rican peacekeepers, who come

from Burundi and Uganda, with
several hundred Djiboutians on
their way, and the Shabab.

Sgt. Astere Nimbona, another
Burundian peacekeeper, said
that his unit had no armored per-
sonnel carriers or tanks on the
day of the Deynile battle. He
marched nine hours straight un-
der the equatorial sun, lugging
pounds of bullets and an empty
canteen, before he stepped into
the ambush.

“What we did was basically
suicide,” he said.

The African Union has shifted
from blasting Shabab areas with
long-range artillery, which it did
in the beginning, killing many ci-
vilians, to using foot patrols.
They have now succeeded in se-
curing most of Mogadishu, with-
out making nearly as many ene-
mies.

The peacekeepers may soon
venture into Somalia’s famine-

stricken hinterlands, where the
Shabab have been blocking aid
convoys from reaching starving
people. There is also talk of
bringing the Kenyan troops, and
possibly the Ethiopian troops, un-
der the green-and-white African
Union flag.

But there is an uncomfortable
bigger question. What will these
African Union sacrifices amount
to? All peacekeeping experts say
the same thing: that peacekeep-
ers are a Band-Aid on a gaping
wound, a way to buy time until a
political process takes hold and
alleviates the causes of the con-
flict.

In Somalia, the political pro-
cess seems as bleak as ever. The
Transitional Federal Govern-
ment, Somalia’s internationally
recognized authority that the Af-
rican Union protects, is a col-
lection of corrupt politicians and
warlords who control almost no
territory and are exceedingly un-
popular.

The government has yet to fix
schools, open hospitals or deliver
services in just about all the
neighborhoods the African Union
has wrested away from the Sha-
bab in battles that often cost doz-
ens of lives for a few crumbling
city blocks.

African Peacekeepers Surprise Many With Success in Subduing Somalia 
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Above, soldiers from Burundi manned positions in Mogadishu
last week. Right, last month near Mogadishu, Shabab militants
displayed the bodies of men they said were peacekeepers.
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