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WHAT YOU THINK:
You’ve read our investigative stories and editorials 
on speeding cops. Today we give you your say by 

dedicating our letters space to reader reaction 
and feedback on this week’s series.
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  Way back when I was a kid, my stepfather car-
ried his volunteer fireman’s badge with him all 
the time because, he told me, when police saw 
that they would not give him a ticket. I believe 
that’s as true today.

Your special report is outstanding and a fine 
example of a media outlet serving as a watchdog 
rather than a lapdog. I applaud Trooper Donna 
Jane Watts, who pulled over an officer weaving 
through traffic down the turnpike at 120 mph.

I have driven in South Florida since 1978 and 
from what I’ve witnessed, law enforcement of-
ficers’ speeding is only part of it. I have seen an 
officer travel at 90 mph on US Highway 441, then 
turn into a fast food joint. I have seen officers 
change lanes with impunity, run red lights, tail-

gate, turn right on red without stopping (prob-
ably the most common) and even turn left on a 
red light.

They have no fear whatsoever that they’ll ever 
be charged. And this is in their patrol car. I imag-
ine that same lack of fear of repercussion exists 
when they drive their personal car. Show the 
badge and down the road they go.

Officers ignoring the rules of the road they’re 
hired to enforce is just as bad as elected officials 
who abuse the power of their office. Those who 
swear to “preserve and protect,” as well as those 
who swear to uphold the country’s and state’s 
constitutions should be held accountable when 
they don’t.

James Beach, Boca Raton

The police are a group of men and women 
dedicated to preserving the well-being of good 
people everywhere. They are not above the law.

However, your newspaper likes to point out 
faults in them.

Each officer is a human being first, as well as 

a guardian of good. If you would print the good 
that they do as well as pointing out the failings of 
some officers, you might make the general popu-
lace realize the importance of their worth and 
give the police the respect they deserve.

Rowena Dinkin, Coral Springs

Print good things police do

State trooper deserves praise

“Why is it that when I do something incorrect 
I am called into your office, but not when I do 
something good?” I asked my Mother Superior 
after doing something obviously frowned upon.

And her answer was: “Because we put every 
effort to make you the best that you can be, and 
we sincerely trust, and expect, that that’s exactly 
what you will be. So when I call you it’s just to 

‘tap’ you on your shoulder to remind you who 
you are.”

Therefore, thank you for your article about our 
police officers, who even though we recognize all 
the great things they do, we have to remind them 
that we trust them and expect them to be the best 
they can.

Wendy Casero Stelling, Hallandale Beach

Expectations high for police

The three-part series of articles detailing the 
fact that numerous officers feel they are “above 
the law” by speeding and operating their vehicles 
in an irresponsible manner not only infuriates 
taxpayers and residents alike, but also demeans 
the reputation of those officers who play by the 
rules. Nothing erodes public support for law en-
forcement more, especially at budget time, than 
this type of highly visible misconduct, with the ex-

ception of outright corruption or criminal activity.
For far too long, police supervisors and manag-

ers have chosen to ignore this problem, despite 
the serious injuries and lost lives of both officers 
and innocent civilians, not to mention the mil-
lions of dollars paid out in lawsuits. Until the 
sheriffs and police chiefs begin to have a zero tol-
erance policy, this problem will continue.

Charles Miller, Davie

Zero tolerance policy for police needed
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If we really want to stop the epidemic of cops 
speeding, just take away the privilege of taking 
the police car home. They can drive to work in 

their own car like us peons do.
Rudy Weingart, Coconut Creek

If anything is indicative of the problem, it is 
your quote of Plantation Police Detective Rob-
ert Rettig: “If we have officers who are not re-
sponding to an emergency and they’re driving to 
or from work at 100 mph, I have a problem with 
that, and so does the chief. If an officer is found 
in violation, they’ll be disciplined.”

Disciplined? Gee, I thought speeding is a crime, 
not a police department regulation infraction. If 
I were caught speeding, I’d be prosecuted.

So why don’t the police prosecute the offend-
ing officer just like any other citizen? Why does 

the officer get off relatively lightly with a disci-
plinary slap on the wrist?

The problem is that the police view speeding 
by themselves and their fellow officers as a job 
perk. They can go as fast as they want, whenever 
they want. If they get caught, tickets? Jail time? 
That’s only for the chumps who don’t wear a 
badge.

“Professional courtesy,” a public promise of 
discipline and a wink and they are off speeding 
down the highway or city road again.

Chaim Casper, North Miami Beach

Thank you for the series. The officer who the fe-
male highway patrol officer stopped for speeding is 
one dangerous person on the highway driving at 120 
mph. She deserves a medal. Other officers must have 
seen him, too, but apparently never stopped him.

I, myself, have never witnessed an officer driv-
ing that fast, but anyone on the road had their life 
in peril when he was on it, too. He had no con-
science or cared about anyone but himself, and 
thought he was above the law.

Your series, so well done, showed everyone 
who must have read it how dangerous he was 
and how little respect he had for anyone else’s 
life. I can’t believe that Miami would keep this 
time bomb on as one of their officers. I was hap-
py to see that my city of Hollywood was not one 
of the cities listed re: speeding officers.

I have so much respect for the Sun Sentinel af-
ter reading these articles.

Beverly Wickham, Hollywood

Your page one expose details the frequency 
(however slight) of police delinquency when 
operating motor vehicles and the lack of punish-
ment for the offenders. This is just the tip of the 
iceberg.

What your article does not explain is the silent 
acceptance by authorities (up to and including 
the Florida Supreme Court) pertaining to the 
lack of compensation for accidents that occur di-
rectly due to the negligence of the officer, the su-
pervision and the written policies of the respec-
tive agencies.

Most events like that are protected (I think) by 
the concept of sovereign immunity.

Considering the size of government and the 
minions of government employees, this sover-
eign umbrella needs serious revision.

It is easy to demonize police, easier still to point 
a finger, but we must recognize that 99.9 percent 
of active police agencies function very well even 
in light of restrictions, constraints and public view 
and those few exceptions (rotten apples in the 
barrel) get off. But, what of the victims?

Steve Pollock, Boca Raton

Take away take-home cars

Professional courtesy is a slap on the wrist

Re “For cops no limit”:

Lack of compensation for accident victims
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As a police officer of more than 35 years, it was 
nice to see your paper spend so much time and 
effort on speeding police vehicles.

It was also nice to see that you omitted all the 
officers who were killed or seriously injured over 
the years speeding to respond to emergency calls 
in an effort to save lives.

I will be the first to admit that over the course 
of my career I, at times, drove over the speed lim-
it. Shame on me, I also risked my life more times 

than I like to remember speeding to emergency 
calls from one end of Broward County to the other.

As a member of both the Bomb Squad and the 
SWAT teams, I would love for you to do your next 
article on news reporters who act recklessly, put-
ting others’ lives at risk, trying to get a story.

If you like, I could give you details on the sever-
al times I personally witnessed that. But I’m sure 
I will never see that article.

Frank Cornetta, Davie

Outstanding report on speeding police. From 
concept to execution, simply outstanding. I’m 
sure there’s already a prominent space cleared on 
the wall for the award. That’s one of those ideas 
that everyone’s probably sitting around thinking, 
“Why didn’t I think of that?” But whoever did, 
should get a raise. A big one.

Kind of related to that, I wonder whether you 
might see at least some parallel between cops go-
ing easy on their own guys and the news media 

going easy on those who share their cultural inter-
ests and points of view. The media after all should, 
if not protect, at least accurately inform readers.

It would be interesting to see the same superb 
rigor and analysis that was used in the “cops” re-
porting applied to the reporting of our current 
president’s performance, words, accomplishments 
and tactics. Then let the chips fall where they may.

In any case, thanks for the brilliant cops series.
Kent Kensill, Fort Lauderdale

I have closely followed your series on police 
officer driving practices. I, myself, am a retired 
30-year veteran of a medium-sized police de-
partment. I observed firsthand the arrogance 
displayed by some police officers. The “them vs. 
us” mentality is a common line of thinking in a 
large percentage of officers.

As a supervisor, I had to “sit on” many offi-
cers displaying this behavior. I realize that in 
an emergency situation the adrenaline begins to 
flow, but personnel should be trained to resist 
reckless behavior regardless of the situation. But 
what is described in your series is a deliberate 

disregard of not only the law, but common sense. 
These lawbreakers should not only be fined (yes, 
I realize that a suspension is a form of fine), but 
they should lose their police officer credentials.

They are a blot on the reputation of every hon-
est officer. Besides saving a ton of money, this 
also points out the foolishness of the take-home 
car concept. Clear-thinking officers should com-
mend the trooper who stopped that “danger to 
the public” speeding officer, rather than con-
demn her. As to the union stance, “Shame on 
them!”

Frank H. Pascher, Plantation

Don’t forget those officers who speed to save lives

Use same means to report accurately about president

Officers should be fired
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Speeding cops are hiding behind the patrol car 
markings, assuming no other officer will “stop” a 
police car.

Why are they allowed to take the city vehicles 

home at night? Why aren’t they driving their own 
civilian vehicles? I think that would give them 
pause before they “put the pedal to the metal.”

Lynn Dieter, Fort Lauderdale

Hiding in marked cars

Good for you, Sun Sentinel, for bringing to light 
the speeding cops situation. They should not be 
treated any differently for violations than anyone 
else. Their cars should have a GPS system that 

tracks speed and whereabouts like some truck 
companies have.

Ange Domis, Coral Springs

Cops should be treated like us when they speed


