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To the judges:

A vague but stunning tweet came from the D.C. police department: A person had been shot at the Navy 
Yard and there was an active shooter on site. The Navy Yard is a federal installation in the heart of the 
city. It was the middle of the morning rush. This event stood at the nexus of everything Washington Post 
readers care about.

The Post reacted with immediacy, depth, accuracy, sensitivity and enterprise with both the evolving 
narrative of what happened and the major themes that would come to dominate public debate. 

On social media, mobile, online and in print, The Post was first with the news that mattered and by far the 
most accurate as the story unfolded.

With a firm understanding of how people want their news, The Post provided a live blog that constantly 
was updated with the latest information – a wide range that included traffic and school lockdowns, the 
death toll, witness accounts and shooter information. Post journalists also gave their readers an online 
narrative that was freshened more than 45 times that day; photo galleries; interactive graphics; and 
additional stories. They also tweeted, sent e-mail alerts and gave their audience a stunning amount of 
news and information in every way imaginable.

That news – that Aaron Alexis, a man with a history of mental health problems and a security clearance, 
was able to get on base and kill 12 people before dying in a fierce gun battle with police – brought out the 
best in Post journalists.

In the hectic first hours of a story like this, an incredible amount of misinformation emerges. Other media 
outlets incorrectly reported the name of the shooter, the types of weapons used, where the shots came 
from and scores of other details. The Post, acting with the same urgency as its competition, never reported 
rumors as fact. Instead, because of years of good sourcing, detectives and agents at the scene took calls 
from Post reporters to set the record straight.

In addition, even on the day of the shooting, The Post recognized and reported the issues exposed by 
the shooting. The Post provided its readers with a first-day profile of the shooter as well as stories about 
problems with mental health treatment and contractor security clearances. Those stories held the military 
and the Veterans Administration accountable even in the early stages of the investigation.

Now, as the probe continues, Congress and other agencies are finding out what Post readers learned 
in the first hours after the shooting,

We are proud to offer our coverage for your consideration for a Pulitzer Prize for Local Breaking News 
Reporting.

Sincerely,


