
Greg Pizzute was driving his daugh-
ters home from a dentist appointment last 
week. The road from Savannah back to Fort 
Stewart in Georgia is straight and he kept 
his eyes trained in that direction, straight 
ahead, not wavering.

His wife, Brandie, sat next to him. 
Two of his daughters, Kayleigh and Bella, 

sat in the back seat, watching a “Cinderella’’ DVD, bliss-
fully unaware of what their father was thinking.

“It struck me,” Greg Pizzute was saying. “Here 
I am, with my wife and kids, and my eyes are locked, 
straight ahead. And in a few days, I’ll be in a Humvee and 
my eyes will be everywhere. Left, right, center, back. I’ll 
be looking everywhere. My head will be on a swivel. Be-
cause you have to. That’s how you stay alive.”

Army Staff Sergeant Greg Pizzute left his wife 
and three daughters the other day and boarded a plane that 
took him to a god forsaken part of Afghanistan, hard by the 
Pakistan border. The Tangi Valley is where he will spend 
the next nine months, his third combat tour in five years.

He is not complaining, because he is a soldier, a 
leader of men, and this is what he does. But this war has 
gone on so long, at so much cost, and with so few Ameri-
cans invested in it, that Greg Pizzute’s story needs to be told if only that we all pause and put aside our petty 
distractions and remember that we have consigned a generation of brave and honorable young people to war 
without end.

Staff Sergeant Greg Pizzute is a weapons squad leader in the First Platoon, Fourth Brigade of the Third 
Infantry division. There are eight men under his command, ranging in age from 19 to 33.

Frankly, most of them are kids. Pizzute himself is 28, practically an old man by Army standards.
 “On the ground,” he said, “I think about my guys, not myself. That doesn’t make me special. That’s 

how the Army trained me. I would rather I get hurt than they get hurt. It’s real. It’s not a cliche. I would rather 
get killed than the guy standing next to me gets killed. I don’t want that guilt. What we do in combat is the true 
meaning of brotherhood. I would take a bullet for any of my guys. And I know they would do the same for me. 
That’s how you survive war.”

He did two tours of Iraq. At first, he was a bit cynical. The Iraqis seemed so intent on fighting their own 
byzantine battles. But, with time, things changed.

“The difference between my first tour and my second tour was huge,” he said. “The second tour, the 
Iraqis were actually nice to us. They realized we weren’t staying around, that we just wanted to help and get out 
of there.”

But Afghanistan is another story, another world, another century.
“The Taliban are so different from Al Qaeda,” he said. “They are much more respected where we’re 

going, so much part of the social fabric. The Iraqis didn’t like Al Qaeda because they saw them for what they 
are. The Taliban, in Afghanistan, have been fighting, in one form or another, for 2,000 years and they’ve never 
been defeated. The Taliban have much more influence over villagers, through intimidation or outright violence, 
or just the ability to influence people who have no access to the Internet or the outside world by claiming that 
Americans are horrible people. You go into a village and think you have a rapport with the elders, and the next 
day you’re blown up.”

Pizzute’s antidote to the Taliban is not complicated.
“I treat people the way I want to be treated,” he said. “With respect. I will respect their traditions and 

values, their culture. I just want the same in return.”
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House Republicans sought to
steer more money to the
Pentagon as part of a bill to
fund government operations
through September. A2.

The three Republican candi-
dates rejected a Democratic
proposal to bar outside ads
in the Massachusetts cam-
paign for US Senate. B1.

Election Day violence took
19 lives, including those of
four police officers, while
millions voted in Kenya. A6.

Cardinal Francis George of
Chicago called for a papal
commitment of “zero toler-
ance” of sexual abuse as de-
liberations began before the
election of a new pope. A3.

A Saudi diplomat said his
country has a moral respon-
sibility to help the rebels
fight in Syria, voicing a stron-
ger stance than that of visit-
ing Secretary of State John F.
Kerry. A6.

The Department of Transpor-
tation granted approval for a
hotel, residential, and retail
complex on state land at
Massachusetts Avenue and
Boylston Street. B5.

Harvard University selected
Oprah Winfrey to deliver its
commencement address, a
choice that drew raves from
students and a grumble
about celebrity culture. B1.

A new wave of generational
wealth in the Boston area
will propel charitable giving
that may exceed $1 trillion
over the next half century, a
study found. B5.

Anguish deepened in a
Brooklyn communitywhen a
newborn boy died a day after
the deaths of his parents in a
hit-and-run crash. A4.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.
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FARAH STOCKMAN

“Washington may be bro
ken, and politics beyond
repair, but American
campaign culture may
well be our most signifi
cant export, especially
this year in Kenya.” A11.
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By Erin Ailworth
GLOBE STAFF

President Obama on Mon-
day turned to Massachusetts for
his nominees to the nation’s top
energy and environmental
posts, tapping MIT physicist
Ernest J. Moniz to lead the En-
ergy Department and former
state environmental official Gi-
na McCarthy to run the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

“ These two over here ,”
Obama said from the White
House as Moniz and McCarthy
stood nearby, “they’re going to
be making sure that we’re in-
vesting in American energy,
that we’re doing everything that
we can to combat the threat of
climate change, that we’re go-
ing to be creating jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity.”

The president’s choices
CABINET, Page A8
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Greg Pizzute
was driving his
daughters home
from a dentist
appointment
last week. The
road from Sa-
vannah back to
Fort Stewart in
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his eyes trained in that direction,
straight ahead, not wavering.

His wife, Brandie, sat next to
him. Two of his daughters, Kay-
leigh and Bella, sat in the back
seat, watching a “Cinderella’’
DVD, blissfully unaware of what
their father was thinking.

“It struck me,” Greg Pizzute
was saying. “Here I am, with my
wife and kids, and my eyes are
locked, straight ahead. And in a
few days, I’ll be in a Humvee and
my eyes will be everywhere. Left,
right, center, back. I’ll be looking
everywhere. My head will be on a
swivel. Because you have to.
That’s how you stay alive.”
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Clear-eyed in oft-overlooked war

Kevin Cullen

PIZZUTE FAMILY

Army Staff Sergeant Greg Pizzute, with daughters
Kayleigh, 4; Bella, 2; and Noelle, 11.

MASSIVE FACELIFT AT THEMFA
Museum of Fine Arts conservators have completed a yearlong restoration that includes
a new nose and mouth for towering, 13,000-pound “Juno,” the largest classical statue in
a museum in the United States. The public will get its first full view on Wednesday. B1.
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Go ahead: Imagine a torch
relay along the Charles River
or a dash up Heartbreak Hill
with a gold medal at stake.
The faintest flicker of the
Olympic flame has been lit
over Boston.

A private group called the
Boston Olympic Exploratory
Committee wants to bring the

Summer Games to Boston in
2024, and hopes to get Mayor
Thomas M. Menino’s blessing
to pursue preliminary support
from local businesses.

It expects to win the may-
or’s approval soon, following a
promising meeting with City
Hall officials Monday, said
committee chairman Eric
Reddy of West Boylston.

Two weeks ago, the United

States Olympic Committee so-
licited bids from Boston and
34 other municipalities. The
positive report from the Mon-
day meeting at City Hall is the
earliest indication the city
may give the idea real consid-
eration. Menino has not com-
m e n t e d p u b l i c l y o n t h e
USOC’s invitation, and his of-
fice did not respond to Globe
inquiries.

Reddy said the committee
had been working behind the
scenes for several months. It
has reserved an Internet do-
main, www.boston-2024.org,
set up a Twitter feed, and
started a Facebook page —
with “likes” from Menino and
gold medal-winning gymnast
Aly Raisman of Needham,
among 342 others.

OLYMPICS, Page A12

Group tries to bring Olympics to Hub
Mayor’s backing is 1st goal in complicated quest for 2024 Summer Games

By Milton J. Valencia
GLOBE STAFF

A federal judge rejected the
notion Monday that James
“Whitey” Bulger could have had
open permission from the gov-
ernment to carry out crimes in-
cluding murder, effectively
voiding the gangster’s defense
that he was immune from pros-
ecution.

US District Court Judge
Richard G. Stearns said in a 20-
page ruling that such an agree-
ment would have been unlaw-
ful and questionable under any
law enforcement standards,
even if issued by a sitting US
president to protect national se-
curity.

“The court concludes that
any grant of prospective immu-
nity to commit murder was
without authorization and is
hence unenforceable under any
circumstance,” the judge ruled,
adding that a “license to kill is
even further beyond the pale.”

The ruling redefines how the
Bulger case will play out.

Bulger, 83, once one of
America’s Most Wanted, has
been basing his defense for his
trial in June on the assertion
that he had an agreement with
the late prosecutor Jeremiah T.
O’Sullivan decades ago that
protected him from prosecu-
tion for his crimes, including

BULGER, Page A12

Judge
upends
Bulger
strategy
Rejects claim
of immunity
from prosecution

By Peter Schworm
and Matt Carroll

GLOBE STAFF

When Plymouth County
sheriff Joseph McDonald Jr.
looks to raise money for his
campaign fund, he often does
not have to look far.

Over the past five years,
McDonald has raised about
$123,000 in contributions from
his 525 employees, almost
$50,000 over the past two years
alone.

That two-year total ranked
as the highest among the state’s
sheriffs and district attorneys, a
Globe survey of campaign
records from 2008 through
2012 found.

But McDonald was far from
alone in receiving sizable sums
from his subordinates.

The sheriff in Essex County,
Frank G. Cousins Jr., had
received close to $200,000
since 2008 until he ended the
practice last year amid allega-
tions that he pressured subor-
dinates to donate. Among dis-
trict attorneys, Timothy J. Cruz
i n P l y m o u t h Co u n t y h a s
received about $61,000 in gifts
from office employees since

CONTRIBUTIONS, Page A9

Public
workers
help fill
coffers
Candidates take
staff donations

BU suspends
fraternity
after death
Boston University took
action against Sigma Al-
pha Mu following an off-
campus weekend party
where a student who
later died was found un-
conscious. Underage
drinking was reported
there, but the cause of
the death has not yet
been determined. B1.
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his 525 employees, almost
$50,000 over the past two years
alone.

That two-year total ranked
as the highest among the state’s
sheriffs and district attorneys, a
Globe survey of campaign
records from 2008 through
2012 found.

But McDonald was far from
alone in receiving sizable sums
from his subordinates.

The sheriff in Essex County,
Frank G. Cousins Jr., had
received close to $200,000
since 2008 until he ended the
practice last year amid allega-
tions that he pressured subor-
dinates to donate. Among dis-
trict attorneys, Timothy J. Cruz
i n P l y m o u t h Co u n t y h a s
received about $61,000 in gifts
from office employees since

CONTRIBUTIONS, Page A9

Public
workers
help fill
coffers
Candidates take
staff donations

BU suspends
fraternity
after death
Boston University took
action against Sigma Al-
pha Mu following an off-
campus weekend party
where a student who
later died was found un-
conscious. Underage
drinking was reported
there, but the cause of
the death has not yet
been determined. B1.
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By Brian MacQuarrie
GLOBE STAFF

“Run the Good Race,” proclaimed a
sign at the Church of the Covenant on
Tuesday, only blocks from the deadly
explosions of the day before. Inside,
subdued marathoners drifted in and
out, seeking a few moments of solace
in quiet pews half-lit by rows of Tiffa-
ny windows.

Outside the calm of this 19th-cen-
tury church at Newbury and Berkeley
streets, the Back Bay was a neighbor-
hood transformed.

Grim-faced soldiers patrolled past
the Swan Boats in the Public Garden.
Stiff-legged marathoners posed for
pictures near a fleet of National Guard
Humvees . Bomb-sni ff ing dogs
scoured parked cars for evidence of
explosives.

But despite the trappings of a war
zone, residents and workers in this af-
fluent neighborhood answered the
bombings with a deep sorrow coupled
with stubborn defiance to live as be-
fore.

“It’s been really heartbreaking to
see, but I wonder if this will be one of
those events that will bring people to-
gether,” said Julie Rogers, administra-
tive assistant at the Church of the Cov-

enant.
The explosions at the Boston Mara-

thon marked the second time in a year
that the Back Bay had been rocked by
a massive disruption. In March 2012,
an NStar transformer explosion sent
black clouds sweeping through the
neighborhood and cut power to
21,000 businesses and homes, includ-
ing the Prudential Tower.

Kathryn Talanian, who lives on
Hereford Street, said she flashed back
to that event when she heard the ini-
tial explosion Monday.

“At first, it sounded like when the
transformer blew, a very similar
noise,” said Talanian, 40, as she
walked Tuesday near Newbury Street
with Lisa Barth, 42, and Barth’s 2-
year-old daughter, Madison. “When I
heard the second explosion, I thought
‘bomb,’ but that’s not where your
mind wants to be.”

Talanian said she headed to Here-
ford Street, the last piece of the mara-
thon course before it turns to the fin-
ish, to warn runners to stop.

That kind of connection to the
bombings has become both binding
and unnerving to the neighborhood.
Even a chore as routine as buying milk
at the corner store has reminded resi-

dents just how personal the experi-
ence has been.

On Monday night, Barth said, she
looked up to suddenly, startlingly, see
a soldier with an assault rifle standing
near the store.

For some residents, the investiga-
tion has disrupted their lives with lit-
tle notice and little information about
when life will return to normal.

Stephanie Vo, who lives on Exeter
Street, expressed frustration that she
had not been allowed into her unit
since being evacuated about 4 p.m.
Monday.

“We aren’t even allowed in to get
essentials,” Vo wrote in an e-mail to
the Globe. “There is no estimated time
when we can return, and we have all
been forced to find alternate housing
without any notice — no opportunity
to pack, etc. I have a cat that hasn’t
been fed.

“Residents have medications they
need, not to mention a change of
clothes. . . . While businesses may be
trying to get back to normal, many
residents have been forced out of their
homes with essentially no notice.”

Mostly, however, the reaction in
the Back Bay was one of perseverance.

“This will make us want to come

back stronger next year,” said Michael
Groffenberger, vice president of
Shreve, Crump, & Low on Newbury
Street. Above the door of the jeweler,
staff members unfurled a large US flag
and attached it to a second-floor bal-
cony.

“It’s insane. It’s such a happy event
for so many people,” Groffenberger
said with a sigh, adding that he decid-
ed to open Tuesday as a sign of conti-

nuity and reassurance. “We’ve been a
part of Boston for 200 years, and we
couldn’t let this stop us from doing
what we do every day.”

Jen Stafford, an Emerson College
senior, also went right back to work
Tuesday, revising a broadcast feature

on the 2013 Boston Marathon that she
had thought would end happily.

Stafford, who lives on Boylston
Street and ran from near the bomb-
ings on Monday, said she foresees a
changed Back Bay, “but not necessari-
ly in a negative sense. I have never
been so proud of Boston. People were
literally risking their lives for each
other.”

Shelly Centis, 45, a marathoner
from San Carlos, Calif., saw that hero-
ism firsthand as police raced past her
toward the smoke and fire of one of
the explosions. Her husband, 13-year-
old son, and a friend’s husband had
left that bombing site minutes earlier,
Centis said.

A day later, the group stood in the
budding sweetness of the Public Gar-
den, a beautiful post-marathon mo-
ment that had been robbed of much of
its joy.

Still, like many, Centis and her
group were determined to savor what
they could.

“We’re doing the Freedom Trail —
in defiance. We’re going to do what
we’re supposed to do,” Centis said.

Brian MacQuarrie can be reached at
macquarrie@globe.com.

MATTHEW CAVANAUGH/EPA

A bicyclist looked down Boylston Street in the Back Bay Tuesday, toward the finish line of the Boston Marathon and the site of the bombings a day earlier.

B A C K B A Y

A neighborhood is left changed

‘I have never been
so proud of Boston.
People were literally
risking their lives
for each other.’
JEN STAFFORD
Boylston Street resident

Ed Kelly is
the head of
the state fire-
fighters asso-
ciation, but
he’s no desk
jockey. He’s a
working fire-
fighter, and

on Tuesday night, 27 hours af-
ter Boston changed forever, I
followed him up the stairs at
the District 4 station on Co-
lumbus Avenue that houses
Ladder 17 and Engine 7 in the
South End.

“Here’s the deal,” Kelly said,
stopping me before we went in
the room. “They don’t want
their names in the paper. They
don’t want to be singled out.
They did what every firefighter
in the city did. What every cop,
every EMS worker, did. They
don’t think they’re special.”

What they did was nothing
short of heroic. They ran to-
ward the bombs. They saved
lives.

One of the firefighters from

Engine 7 is a Marine who did
three combat tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He saw bad
things overseas. He didn’t ex-
pect to see them in the Back
Bay on Patriots Day.

“We were on a call, Comm.
Ave and Exeter,” he said.
“There was a barbecue on the
porch. College kids.”

Their gruff lecture on fire
safety and common sense was
cut short when the first bomb
exploded around the corner.

“I know what a bomb
sounds like,” he said. “We tore
around the corner thinking we
were going to find a fire. But
there was no fire.”

Instead there were dozens
of people spilled on the side-
walk. The firefighters worried
about secondary bombs and
biological weapons. But they
dove into their work.

“The first person I encoun-
tered was a woman. The bone

was sticking out of her leg.
Four inches in width, 10 inch-
es in length. The femoral blood
was a dark, dark red.”

A 12-year department vet-
eran from Dorchester was
right next to him, working
through the victims in front of
Marathon Sports. He saw a
guy he knew from the neigh-
borhood, Bill Richard.

“I can’t find Denise,” Rich-
ard cried, referring to his wife.

The Richard family had
been caught in the blast as
they watched runners pass the
finish line. Bill Richard and his
son Henry avoided serious in-
jury. But Denise Richard was
hit in the head with shrapnel,
and her 6-year-old daughter
Janey lost part of her leg.
Eight-year-old Martin Richard
caught the full force of the ex-
plosion, and when the fire-
fighter looked down at him, “I
knew Marty was gone.”

Marty Richard was a third-
grade classmate of the fire-
fighter’s daughter. In fact, al-

most everyone on Engine 7
knew the Richards; the lieu-
tenant’s kid was a classmate of
one of the Richard kids.

“My daughter goes to the
same Irish step dance school
as Janey Richard,” Ed Kelly
said. “This is the thing. All
these guys, they’re neighbor-
hood guys. When they were
working on these people on
Boylston Street, in some cases
they were working on friends
and neighbors, and they were
working on strangers just as
hard. They saved many lives.”

One of those strangers was
a homeless man, whose foot
hung by a thin shred of flesh.

“I looked him in the eye
and asked him if he was OK,”
the former Marine said, “but
he was in shock. He couldn’t
talk.”

The Marine was treated for
post-traumatic stress disorder
after his last combat tour. I
asked him if he needed more
treatment after what he went
through on Monday.

He didn’t answer for a
while, then nodded slowly and
said, “Probably.”

Another former Marine was
on Ladder 17, and when he
jumped down from the truck
and waded onto the bloodied
sidewalk he had to make a
choice: which child to grab
first.

“There were two kids miss-
ing legs,” he said. “I grabbed
one of them and another guy
grabbed the other kid.”

He and an EMT tried to put
a tourniquet on the boy’s leg,
but the blood made the tubing
slippery.

“It’s OK, buddy,” the fire-
fighter told the screaming boy.
“It’s OK, pal.”

Ed Kelly had brought his
kids to watch his wife run the
Marathon. She had just
crossed the finish line and had
walked down Boylston toward
Berkeley when the first bomb
went off. Kelly ran down
Berkeley Street, burst into the
station house, and grabbed his

gear from his Ladder 17 locker
and ran back to the bomb site.

“A lot of off-duty guys did
the same. Not just firefighters.
Cops, EMS,” Kelly said. “It says
something about this city.”

I asked one of the firefight-
ers, the former Marine with
eight years on the job, why he
and his brother firefighters did
what they did, without any
concern for their own safety.
Why they ran toward the
bombs. Why they were pre-
pared to die if need be.

“That’s our job,” he said,
shrugging.

He barely had the words
out when the alarm rang. The
firefighters bolted from the
room and slid down the pole
to Engine 7 and Ladder 17,
and then they were gone, to a
call on St. Botolph Street, and
whatever might await them.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe colum-
nist. He can be reached at cul-
len@globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @GlobeCullen.

Answering the call, in all its personal, poignanthorror
Kevin Cullen



He is under no illusions. On this tour, which 
is supposed to be one of the last of this interminable 
war, he needs to worry as much about his avowed 
allies as his avowed enemies. Green on blue, they call 
it, when a member of the Afghan national police or 
army turn on their American trainers.

“We just need to keep an eye open,” Pizzute 
said. “Most of the Afghans in the police and army are 
great guys. They want the same thing as we do. We 
want them to do well. We want them to take respon-
sibility for the security of their own country. For me, 
it’s important that we complete this mission, and 
leave the Afghan people with a well-trained, compe-
tent army and police force. I don’t want all my broth-
ers who have died in combat over the last 12 years to 
have died for nothing.”

I asked him if he ever tallied up the numbers. 
The brothers who have died or lost a limb overseas or 
part of their mind back home.

“I don’t keep a list,” he said. “Those guys 
are in my heart, but they’re not in my head because I 
can’t think like that when I’m in a combat situation. 
That wouldn’t be fair to the guys in my squad. I re-
member one of my commanders said to me, after we 
got hit by an IED in Iraq, ‘You have 24 hours to be 
upset, and then you’re going back out.’ The best way 
to honor my brothers who died or got hurt is to keep 
my guys safe and complete the mission.”

At any given time in the last decade less than 
one percent of Americans served in the military, a 
decade of perpetual war. When is the last time you 
thought about the war, or the sacrifice that comes 
with it? Like so many other soldiers, Greg Pizzute’s sacrifice is measured not by the days in combat so much as 
the days away from his wife and three daughters.

“The hardest part is leaving my wife and kids for a third time,” he said. “Brandie is my rock. I can’t do 
it without her. She keeps it good on the home front. It’s like she’s deploying too. I feel military wives should be 
appreciated more than they are. They might not be getting shot at, but they’re getting screamed at by little kids 
and they have no one to help them.”

He watched one of his daughters being born, via Skype, from Iraq. The girls range in age, and in com-
prehension. Bella is 2, Kayleigh is 4, and they only know that daddy got on a plane. Noelle is 11, sharp as a 
tack, and she knew this day was coming. A few months ago, she talked to a Santa at the mall and she told him 
that all she wanted for Christmas was for her dad not to go to Afghanistan.

But, again, he is not complaining. He is a soldier and this is what soldiers do. They will be turning the 
lights off when, God willing, Greg Pizzute returns from this combat mission. Most of the soldiers under his 
command will leave the Army. He will not.

“I had some troubled teenage years,” he said. “I was a mess. The Army gave me a chance. Not only to 
do something for myself, but to do something bigger than myself. And I didn’t understand that until I saw com-
bat. The Army made me a better man, a better husband, a better father. It changed my life. I didn’t go to college. 
I went to the university of combat. And I saw some of my brothers die, and I saw some of my brothers get badly 
hurt, and I want to keep serving for those who couldn’t keep serving.”

The only reason I know all this is that Greg Pizzute is my nephew. I have skin in this game. I cradled 
him in my arms when he was a few months old. I took him on the swan boats in the Public Garden when he was 
a little boy and I’ll never forget his smile when his aunt — my wife — let him sit on one of the “Make Way for 
Ducklings’’ statues. I worried for him in his wayward teens, and I marvel at him now, because he is everything 
you would want in a young man. He is a loving husband, a wonderful father. And yet he is at his core a soldier, 
a leader of men, and I will think of him and his squad every day for the next nine months.

I would ask that you do also. There is no doubt that those who fought fascism in the 1940s were the 
greatest generation.

But these kids today, what we ask them to do, for short money and little thanks, they are pretty great 
themselves. We honor them by remembering that, and remembering them.

Greg Pizzute climbed into an armored vehicle today. He looked all around. Front, back, side to side. He 
is a soldier. And this is how soldiers survive.
 
Kevin Cullen is a Globe columnist. He can be reached at cullen@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @Glo-
beCullen.
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Army Staff Sergeant Greg
Pizzute left his wife and three
daughters the other day and
boarded a plane that took him
to a god forsaken part of Af-
ghanistan, hard by the Paki-
stan border. The Tangi Valley
is where he will spend the next
nine months, his third combat
tour in five years.

He is not complaining, be-
cause he is a soldier, a leader
of men, and this is what he
does. But this war has gone on
so long, at so much cost, and
with so few Americans invest-
ed in it, that Greg Pizzute’s sto-
ry needs to be told if only that
we all pause and put aside our
petty distractions and remem-
ber that we have consigned a
generation of brave and hon-
orable young people to war
without end.

Staff Sergeant Greg Pizzute
is a weapons squad leader in
the First Platoon, Fourth Bri-
gade of the Third Infantry di-
vision. There are eight men
under his command, ranging
in age from 19 to 33.

Frankly, most of them are
kids. Pizzute himself is 28,
practically an old man by Ar-
my standards.

“On the ground,” he said, “I
think about my guys, not my-
self. That doesn’t make me
special. That’s how the Army
trained me. I would rather I
get hurt than they get hurt. It’s
real. It’s not a cliche. I would
rather get killed than the guy
s tanding next to me ge ts
killed. I don’t want that guilt.
What we do in combat is the
true meaning of brotherhood.
I would take a bullet for any of
my guys. And I know they
would do the same for me.
That’s how you survive war.”

He did two tours of Iraq. At
first, he was a bit cynical. The
Iraqis seemed so intent on
fighting their own byzantine
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battles. But, with time, things
changed.

“The difference between
my first tour and my second
tour was huge,” he said. “The
second tour, the Iraqis were
actually nice to us. They real-
i z e d w e w e r e n ’ t s t a y i n g
around, that we just wanted to
help and get out of there.”

But Afghanistan is another
story, another world, another
century.

“The Taliban are so differ-
ent from Al Qaeda,” he said.
“They are much more respect-
ed where we’re going, so much
part of the social fabric. The
Iraqis didn’t like Al Qaeda be-
cause they saw them for what
they are. The Taliban, in Af-
ghanistan, have been fighting,
in one form or another, for
2,000 years and they’ve never
been defeated. The Taliban
have much more influence
over villagers, through intimi-
dation or outright violence, or
just the ability to influence
people who have no access to
the Internet or the outside
world by claiming that Ameri-
cans are horrible people. You
go into a village and think you
have a rapport with the elders,
and the next day you’re blown
up.”

Pizzute’s antidote to the
Taliban is not complicated.

“I treat people the way I
want to be treated,” he said.
“With respect. I will respect
their traditions and values,
their culture. I just want the
same in return.”

He is under no illusions. On
this tour, which is supposed to
be one of the last of this inter-
minable war, he needs to wor-
ry as much about his avowed
allies as his avowed enemies.
Green on blue, they call it,
when a member of the Afghan
national police or army turn
on their American trainers.

“We just need to keep an
eye open,” Pizzute said. “Most

of the Afghans in the police
and army are great guys. They
want the same thing as we do.
We want them to do well. We
want them to take responsibil-
ity for the security of their own
country. For me, it’s important
that we complete this mission,
and leave the Afghan people
with a well-trained, competent
army and police force. I don’t
want all my brothers who have
died in combat over the last 12
years to have died for noth-
ing.”

I asked him if he ever tal-
l ied up the numbers. The

brothers who have died or lost
a limb overseas or part of their
mind back home.

“I don’t keep a list,” he said.
“Those guys are in my heart,
but they’re not in my head be-
cause I can’t think like that
when I’m in a combat situa-
tion. That wouldn’t be fair to
the guys in my squad. I re-
member one of my command-
ers said to me, after we got hit
by an IED in Iraq, ‘You have 24
hours to be upset, and then
you’re going back out.’ The
best way to honor my brothers
who died or got hurt is to keep

my guys safe and complete the
mission.”

At any given time in the last
decade less than one percent
of Americans served in the
military, a decade of perpetual
war. When is the last time you
thought about the war, or the
sacrifice that comes with it?
Like so many other soldiers,
Greg Pizzute’s sacrifice is mea-
sured not by the days in com-
bat so much as the days away
from his wife and three daugh-
ters.

“The hardest part is leaving
my wife and kids for a third
time,” he said. “Brandie is my
rock. I can’t do it without her.
She keeps it good on the home
front. It’s like she’s deploying
too. I fee l mi l i tar y wives
should be appreciated more
than they are. They might not
be getting shot at, but they’re
getting screamed at by little
kids and they have no one to
help them.”

He w at c h e d o n e o f h i s
daughters being born, via
Skype, from Iraq. The girls
range in age, and in compre-
hension. Bella is 2, Kayleigh is
4, and they only know that
daddy got on a plane. Noelle is
11, sharp as a tack, and she
knew this day was coming. A
few months ago, she talked to
a Santa at the mall and she
told him that all she wanted
for Christmas was for her dad
not to go to Afghanistan.

But, again, he is not com-
plaining. He is a soldier and
this is what soldiers do. They
will be turning the lights off
when, God willing, Greg Piz-
zute returns from this combat
mission. Most of the soldiers
under his command will leave
the Army. He will not.

“I had some troubled teen-
age years,” he said. “I was a
mess. The Army gave me a
chance. Not only to do some-
thing for myself, but to do
something bigger than myself.

And I didn’t understand that
until I saw combat. The Army
made me a better man, a bet-
ter husband, a better father. It
changed my life. I didn’t go to
college. I went to the universi-
ty of combat. And I saw some
of my brothers die, and I saw
some of my brothers get badly
hurt, and I want to keep serv-
ing for those who couldn’t
keep serving.”

The only reason I know all
this is that Greg Pizzute is my
nephew. I have skin in this
game. I cradled him in my
a r m s w h e n h e w a s a f e w
months old. I took him on the
swan boats in the Public Gar-
den when he was a little boy
and I’ll never forget his smile
when his aunt — my wife — let
him sit on one of the “Make
Way for Ducklings’’ statues. I
worried for him in his way-
ward teens, and I marvel at
him now, because he is every-
thing you would want in a
young man. He is a loving hus-
band, a wonderful father. And
yet he is at his core a soldier, a
leader of men, and I will think
of him and his squad every day
for the next nine months.

I would ask that you do al-
so. There is no doubt that
those who fought fascism in
the 1940s were the greatest
generation.

But these kids today, what
we ask them to do, for short
money and little thanks, they
are pretty great themselves.
We honor them by remember-
ing that, and remembering
them.

Greg Pizzute climbed into
an armored vehicle today. He
looked all around. Front, back,
side to side. He is a soldier.
And this is how soldiers sur-
vive.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe colum-
nist. He can be reached at cul-
len@globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @GlobeCullen.

Inawar that few takenoteof, they soldier on

PIZZUTE FAMILY

Sergeant Greg Pizzute with his wife, Brandie. Pizzute is on
his third combat tour, this one in Afghanistan.

By Wilson Ring
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BURLINGTON, Vt. — A
federal court judge Monday
sentenced a Mennonite pastor
from Virginia to 27 months in
prison for helping a woman to
flee the country rather than
share custody of her daughter
with her former lesbian part-
ner.

Pastor Kenneth Miller, of
Stuarts Draft, Va., was convict-
ed last summer on a charge of
aiding in international paren-
tal kidnapping. He will remain
free while he appeals.

Miller told the court in a
letter that Western society is
seeking to reengineer and re-
define marriage. He says he
helped Lisa Miller and her

daughter, Isabella, leave the
country in 2009 after the
woman begged him for help.

Lisa Miller and her daugh-
ter are believed to be hiding in
Nicaragua. The Millers are not
related.

“If it is true that my actions
flow out of my faith in Jesus,
and from my deeply held mor-
al believes — and I sincerely
think they do — then it must
follow that whatever judgment
is being brought against me by
the United States of America,
is judgment on my faith and
conscience and deeply help
moral beliefs,’ ’ the pastor
wrote in his letter.

‘‘I was faced with a woman
in distress who needed help to
protect her daughter from

what seemed to be an inhu-
mane court decree,’’ Miller
said, writing from the jail
where he was held for refusing
to tell a grand jury about other
people involved in the case.

Kenneth Miller, 47, was
convicted last summer on the
parental kidnapping charge.

During the four-day trial,
prosecutors laid out how he
arranged for Lisa Miller and
Isabella to be taken by car
from Virginia to Buffalo,
where they crossed into Cana-
da and were met by an Ontario
Mennonite who took them to
the airport in Toronto. From
there, they flew to Mexico and
on to Nicaragua.

Lisa Miller and Janet Jen-
kins were joined in a Vermont

civil union in 2000 and Isabel-
la was born to Lisa in 2002.
The couple split in 2003.

The Vermont family court
gave custody of Isabella to Lisa
Miller and gave Jenkins regu-
lar visitation.

Lisa Miller then returned to
Virginia, became a conserva-
tive Christian, renounced ho-
mosexuality, and sought full
custody of the girl.

Two months after Lisa Mill-
er and Isabella fled to Nicara-
gua, a Vermont family court
judge transferred custody of
the child to Jenkins.

Prosecutors asked Judge
William Sessions III to sen-
tence Kenneth Miller to 2½ to
three years in prison, the max-
imum.

His attorneys countered he
should not be jailed because
he had no previous criminal
record and has been an up-
standing member of his com-
munity.

In his letter to Sessions,
Kenneth Miller explained why
he helped Lisa Miller and why
he refused to testify before the
grand jury.

‘ ‘After more than three
weeks of incarceration . . . I
find my faith and conscience
and moral convictions consid-
erably strengthened,’’ he said.

‘‘My position remains the
same,’’ Miller said. “I am un-
able for reasons of faith and
conscience . . . to answer cer-
tain questions before the fed-
eral grand jury.’’

Pastor gets prison for role in Vt. civil union custody case

SUNDAY, MARCH 17ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Celebrate

WITH

3:00 PM @

HURRICANE O’REILLY’S

POWERED BY:

Get on the list for the

St. Patrick’s Day Bash with

CHRISTIAN MCNEILL

& SEA MONSTERS

RSVP AT: boston.com/irishbash

POWERED BY:

POWERED BY:

Breakfast with

GENTLEMEN HALL

6:00 AM @

THE BLACK ROSE

POWERED BY:

THE BOSTON GLOBE
PO Box 55819

Boston, MA 02205-5819

The Boston Globe (USPS 061-420)
is published Monday-Saturday.

Periodicals postage-paid at Boston, MA.
Postmaster, send address changes to:

Mail Subscription Department
PO Box 55819

Boston, MA 02205-5819

YEARLY MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
RATES FOR NEW ENGLAND

Seven days $886.08
Daily (6 Days) $599.04
Sunday only $390.00

For all other mail subscription rates and
information, call 617-929-2233 or

visit www.bostonglobe.com/subscribe

Free newspaper reading service for
the visually impaired: Contact Perkins

Braille & Talking Book Library at
800-852-3133 or

www.perkinslibrary.org

MARCH 5 ,  2013


