
The only thing I have in common with Ireland’s Prime Minister Enda Kenny, besides 
a sheer, unadulterated love of everything about County Mayo, is that we’ve both incurred the 
wrath of a group of local zealots called the Catholic Action League.

These people would be deeply offensive if they weren’t so deliciously comical. They are 
self-righteous, self-appointed keepers of the faith, who especially like pointing out that a la carte 
Catholics — that is, most Catholics, who use contraception, don’t think gay folks are disordered, 
and believe that people should be allowed to get a divorce — do not belong in their church.

I have fallen afoul of the Catholic Action League many times, most recently when I had 
the audacity to point out that if Jesus Christ came back to earth he would have been appalled by the spectre of 
the recent papal election, in which more than a few of the cardinals voting amid much pomp and circumstance 
had protected predatory priests who raped children. I instead lauded four ordinary priests who should be, but 
never will be pope.

C.J. Doyle, the executive director of the Catholic Action League, took great offense at the column, sug-
gesting in a letter to the editor that I was insulting the intelligence of “faithful Catholics” by trying to pass off 
my “dissident friends” as “real Catholics.”

That’s the Catholic Action League for you. Keepin’ it real.
Now, you may have heard the Catholic Action League demanded that Boston College rescind its invita-

tion to poor Enda Kenny, the taoiseach, or prime minister, of Ireland to attend its commencement because he has 
proposed legislation, on the orders of Ireland’s highest court, that would create an exception to Ireland’s strict 
prohibition on abortion by making it legal for doctors to abort a fetus if it would save the life of the mother.

Pretty radical stuff, huh?
The caped Crusaders in the Catholic Action League love pointing out how hypocritical Catholics who 

use condoms and don’t chain their heads to parking meters outside abortion clinics are. They are less forthcom-
ing when it comes to pointing out the hypocrisy of the Catholic bishops who will sit and sup at the feet of some 
of the worst enablers of sexual abuse in history.

Now, one of those bishops, the archbishop of Boston, Cardinal Sean O’Malley, also made some news 
by announcing that he agreed with the Catholic Action League, that he could not in good conscience attend the 
Boston College graduation next Monday at which the aforementioned Enda Kenny, prime minister of Ireland, is 
to receive an honorary degree and give the commencement speech.

O’Malley accused Kenny of “aggressively promoting abortion legislation,” which is an odd way to de-
scribe a democratically elected leader of a republic following the mandatory legal advice of the highest court in 
the land.

I would be the first guy to defend the cardinal’s right to skip the BC graduation. But his reasoning is 
embarrassingly flawed and his selectivity in whom he deems worthy of his presence is breathtaking in its hy-
pocrisy.

Enda Kenny, as the duly elected prime minister of the Republic of Ireland, has a duty to respond to court 
decisions ordering his government to find an exception to Ireland’s strict prohibition against abortion so that 
doctors and other health care workers can take steps to save the life of a woman in a troubled pregnancy.

Women in Ireland have died because there is no exception to the law. Most recently, it was a 31-year-old 
woman named Savita Halappanavar, a native of India who was working as a dentist in Ireland while her hus-
band worked in Galway for the Natick-based firm Boston Scientific. When her husband learned the 17-week-old 
fetus his wife was carrying was nonviable, he begged the doctors to terminate the pregnancy to save his wife. 
The doctors pointed at the law, threw up their hands, and said there was nothing they could do.

When Praveen Halappanavar expressed exasperation that no one was lifting a finger to save his dying 
wife, someone tried to explain it by saying, “This is a Catholic country.”

An inquest last year found that Savita Halappanavar would most likely still be alive if the law in Ireland 
allowed for an abortion in that circumstance.

I am sure Cardinal O’Malley is sincere in his point of view that abortion is wrong, but I’d like to see him 
try to convince Praveen Halappanavar that non-Catholics like the Halappanavars have to abide by the Catholic 
Church’s edicts even if it means the death of a mother carrying a fetus that had no chance at life.

OK, enough of the Kafkaesque stuff. Let’s get back to the hypocrisy stuff.
Cardinal O’Malley won’t share a stage with Enda Kenny, a good man who is personally opposed to 

abortion but knows that his duty as the elected leader of a sovereign nation is not to impose his personal beliefs 
but to adhere to the Irish Constitution and the Irish people who embody that Constitution. But, while voting for 
pope, Cardinal O’Malley had no problem sitting in the same room as Cardinal Roger Mahony, the archbishop of 
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“Run the Good Race,” proclaimed a
sign at the Church of the Covenant on
Tuesday, only blocks from the deadly
explosions of the day before. Inside,
subdued marathoners drifted in and
out, seeking a few moments of solace
in quiet pews half-lit by rows of Tiffa-
ny windows.

Outside the calm of this 19th-cen-
tury church at Newbury and Berkeley
streets, the Back Bay was a neighbor-
hood transformed.

Grim-faced soldiers patrolled past
the Swan Boats in the Public Garden.
Stiff-legged marathoners posed for
pictures near a fleet of National Guard
Humvees . Bomb-sni ff ing dogs
scoured parked cars for evidence of
explosives.

But despite the trappings of a war
zone, residents and workers in this af-
fluent neighborhood answered the
bombings with a deep sorrow coupled
with stubborn defiance to live as be-
fore.

“It’s been really heartbreaking to
see, but I wonder if this will be one of
those events that will bring people to-
gether,” said Julie Rogers, administra-
tive assistant at the Church of the Cov-

enant.
The explosions at the Boston Mara-

thon marked the second time in a year
that the Back Bay had been rocked by
a massive disruption. In March 2012,
an NStar transformer explosion sent
black clouds sweeping through the
neighborhood and cut power to
21,000 businesses and homes, includ-
ing the Prudential Tower.

Kathryn Talanian, who lives on
Hereford Street, said she flashed back
to that event when she heard the ini-
tial explosion Monday.

“At first, it sounded like when the
transformer blew, a very similar
noise,” said Talanian, 40, as she
walked Tuesday near Newbury Street
with Lisa Barth, 42, and Barth’s 2-
year-old daughter, Madison. “When I
heard the second explosion, I thought
‘bomb,’ but that’s not where your
mind wants to be.”

Talanian said she headed to Here-
ford Street, the last piece of the mara-
thon course before it turns to the fin-
ish, to warn runners to stop.

That kind of connection to the
bombings has become both binding
and unnerving to the neighborhood.
Even a chore as routine as buying milk
at the corner store has reminded resi-

dents just how personal the experi-
ence has been.

On Monday night, Barth said, she
looked up to suddenly, startlingly, see
a soldier with an assault rifle standing
near the store.

For some residents, the investiga-
tion has disrupted their lives with lit-
tle notice and little information about
when life will return to normal.

Stephanie Vo, who lives on Exeter
Street, expressed frustration that she
had not been allowed into her unit
since being evacuated about 4 p.m.
Monday.

“We aren’t even allowed in to get
essentials,” Vo wrote in an e-mail to
the Globe. “There is no estimated time
when we can return, and we have all
been forced to find alternate housing
without any notice — no opportunity
to pack, etc. I have a cat that hasn’t
been fed.

“Residents have medications they
need, not to mention a change of
clothes. . . . While businesses may be
trying to get back to normal, many
residents have been forced out of their
homes with essentially no notice.”

Mostly, however, the reaction in
the Back Bay was one of perseverance.

“This will make us want to come

back stronger next year,” said Michael
Groffenberger, vice president of
Shreve, Crump, & Low on Newbury
Street. Above the door of the jeweler,
staff members unfurled a large US flag
and attached it to a second-floor bal-
cony.

“It’s insane. It’s such a happy event
for so many people,” Groffenberger
said with a sigh, adding that he decid-
ed to open Tuesday as a sign of conti-

nuity and reassurance. “We’ve been a
part of Boston for 200 years, and we
couldn’t let this stop us from doing
what we do every day.”

Jen Stafford, an Emerson College
senior, also went right back to work
Tuesday, revising a broadcast feature

on the 2013 Boston Marathon that she
had thought would end happily.

Stafford, who lives on Boylston
Street and ran from near the bomb-
ings on Monday, said she foresees a
changed Back Bay, “but not necessari-
ly in a negative sense. I have never
been so proud of Boston. People were
literally risking their lives for each
other.”

Shelly Centis, 45, a marathoner
from San Carlos, Calif., saw that hero-
ism firsthand as police raced past her
toward the smoke and fire of one of
the explosions. Her husband, 13-year-
old son, and a friend’s husband had
left that bombing site minutes earlier,
Centis said.

A day later, the group stood in the
budding sweetness of the Public Gar-
den, a beautiful post-marathon mo-
ment that had been robbed of much of
its joy.

Still, like many, Centis and her
group were determined to savor what
they could.

“We’re doing the Freedom Trail —
in defiance. We’re going to do what
we’re supposed to do,” Centis said.

Brian MacQuarrie can be reached at
macquarrie@globe.com.
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A bicyclist looked down Boylston Street in the Back Bay Tuesday, toward the finish line of the Boston Marathon and the site of the bombings a day earlier.
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A neighborhood is left changed

‘I have never been
so proud of Boston.
People were literally
risking their lives
for each other.’
JEN STAFFORD
Boylston Street resident

Ed Kelly is
the head of
the state fire-
fighters asso-
ciation, but
he’s no desk
jockey. He’s a
working fire-
fighter, and

on Tuesday night, 27 hours af-
ter Boston changed forever, I
followed him up the stairs at
the District 4 station on Co-
lumbus Avenue that houses
Ladder 17 and Engine 7 in the
South End.

“Here’s the deal,” Kelly said,
stopping me before we went in
the room. “They don’t want
their names in the paper. They
don’t want to be singled out.
They did what every firefighter
in the city did. What every cop,
every EMS worker, did. They
don’t think they’re special.”

What they did was nothing
short of heroic. They ran to-
ward the bombs. They saved
lives.

One of the firefighters from

Engine 7 is a Marine who did
three combat tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He saw bad
things overseas. He didn’t ex-
pect to see them in the Back
Bay on Patriots Day.

“We were on a call, Comm.
Ave and Exeter,” he said.
“There was a barbecue on the
porch. College kids.”

Their gruff lecture on fire
safety and common sense was
cut short when the first bomb
exploded around the corner.

“I know what a bomb
sounds like,” he said. “We tore
around the corner thinking we
were going to find a fire. But
there was no fire.”

Instead there were dozens
of people spilled on the side-
walk. The firefighters worried
about secondary bombs and
biological weapons. But they
dove into their work.

“The first person I encoun-
tered was a woman. The bone

was sticking out of her leg.
Four inches in width, 10 inch-
es in length. The femoral blood
was a dark, dark red.”

A 12-year department vet-
eran from Dorchester was
right next to him, working
through the victims in front of
Marathon Sports. He saw a
guy he knew from the neigh-
borhood, Bill Richard.

“I can’t find Denise,” Rich-
ard cried, referring to his wife.

The Richard family had
been caught in the blast as
they watched runners pass the
finish line. Bill Richard and his
son Henry avoided serious in-
jury. But Denise Richard was
hit in the head with shrapnel,
and her 6-year-old daughter
Janey lost part of her leg.
Eight-year-old Martin Richard
caught the full force of the ex-
plosion, and when the fire-
fighter looked down at him, “I
knew Marty was gone.”

Marty Richard was a third-
grade classmate of the fire-
fighter’s daughter. In fact, al-

most everyone on Engine 7
knew the Richards; the lieu-
tenant’s kid was a classmate of
one of the Richard kids.

“My daughter goes to the
same Irish step dance school
as Janey Richard,” Ed Kelly
said. “This is the thing. All
these guys, they’re neighbor-
hood guys. When they were
working on these people on
Boylston Street, in some cases
they were working on friends
and neighbors, and they were
working on strangers just as
hard. They saved many lives.”

One of those strangers was
a homeless man, whose foot
hung by a thin shred of flesh.

“I looked him in the eye
and asked him if he was OK,”
the former Marine said, “but
he was in shock. He couldn’t
talk.”

The Marine was treated for
post-traumatic stress disorder
after his last combat tour. I
asked him if he needed more
treatment after what he went
through on Monday.

He didn’t answer for a
while, then nodded slowly and
said, “Probably.”

Another former Marine was
on Ladder 17, and when he
jumped down from the truck
and waded onto the bloodied
sidewalk he had to make a
choice: which child to grab
first.

“There were two kids miss-
ing legs,” he said. “I grabbed
one of them and another guy
grabbed the other kid.”

He and an EMT tried to put
a tourniquet on the boy’s leg,
but the blood made the tubing
slippery.

“It’s OK, buddy,” the fire-
fighter told the screaming boy.
“It’s OK, pal.”

Ed Kelly had brought his
kids to watch his wife run the
Marathon. She had just
crossed the finish line and had
walked down Boylston toward
Berkeley when the first bomb
went off. Kelly ran down
Berkeley Street, burst into the
station house, and grabbed his

gear from his Ladder 17 locker
and ran back to the bomb site.

“A lot of off-duty guys did
the same. Not just firefighters.
Cops, EMS,” Kelly said. “It says
something about this city.”

I asked one of the firefight-
ers, the former Marine with
eight years on the job, why he
and his brother firefighters did
what they did, without any
concern for their own safety.
Why they ran toward the
bombs. Why they were pre-
pared to die if need be.

“That’s our job,” he said,
shrugging.

He barely had the words
out when the alarm rang. The
firefighters bolted from the
room and slid down the pole
to Engine 7 and Ladder 17,
and then they were gone, to a
call on St. Botolph Street, and
whatever might await them.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe colum-
nist. He can be reached at cul-
len@globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @GlobeCullen.

Answering the call, in all its personal, poignanthorror
Kevin Cullen
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Business At Improv Asylum
class, businesses get a
lesson amid the laughs

Agency calls South Weymouth project poorly run

Student data effort worries privacy advocates

Mass. to get $2.65m from drug maker’s US fine

The only thing I have in
common with Ireland’s
Prime Minister Enda
Kenny, besides a sheer, un-
adulterated love of every-
thing about County Mayo,
is that we’ve both incurred
the wrath of a group of
local zealots called the

Catholic Action League.
These people would be deeply offensive

if they weren’t so deliciously comical. They
are self-righteous, self-appointed keepers of
the faith, who especially like pointing out
that a la carte Catholics — that is, most
Catholics, who use contraception, don’t
think gay folks are disordered, and believe
that people should be allowed to get a
divorce — do not belong in their church.

I have fallen afoul of the Catholic Action
League many times, most recently when I
had the audacity to point out that if Jesus
Christ came back to earth he would have
been appalled by the spectre of the recent
papal election, in which more than a few of
the cardinals voting amid much pomp and
circumstance had protected predatory
priests who raped children. I instead laud-
ed four ordinary priests who should be, but
never will be pope.

C.J. Doyle, the executive director of the
Catholic Action League, took great offense
at the column, suggesting in a letter to the
editor that I was insulting the intelligence
of “faithful Catholics” by trying to pass off
my “dissident friends” as “real Catholics.”

That’s the Catholic Action League for
you. Keepin’ it real.

Now, you may have heard the Catholic
Action League demanded that Boston
College rescind its invitation to poor Enda
Kenny, the taoiseach, or prime minister, of
Ireland to attend its commencement
because he has proposed legislation, on the
orders of Ireland’s highest court, that
would create an exception to Ireland’s strict
prohibition on abortion by making it legal
for doctors to abort a fetus if it would save
the life of the mother.

Pretty radical stuff, huh?
The caped Crusaders in the Catholic

Action League love pointing out how hypo-
critical Catholics who use condoms and
don’t chain their heads to parking meters
outside abortion clinics are. They are less
forthcoming when it comes to pointing out
the hypocrisy of the Catholic bishops who
will sit and sup at the feet of some of the
worst enablers of sexual abuse in history.

Now, one of those bishops, the archbish-
op of Boston, Cardinal Sean O’Malley, also
made some news by announcing that he
agreed with the Catholic Action League,
that he could not in good conscience attend
the Boston College graduation next Mon-
day at which the aforementioned Enda
Kenny, prime minister of Ireland, is to
receive an honorary degree and give the
commencement speech.

O’Malley accused Kenny of “aggressively
promoting abortion legislation,” which is
an odd way to describe a democratically
elected leader of a republic following the
mandatory legal advice of the highest court
in the land.

I would be the first guy to defend the
cardinal’s right to skip the BC graduation.
But his reasoning is embarrassingly flawed
and his selectivity in whom he deems
worthy of his presence is breathtaking in its
hypocrisy.

Enda Kenny, as the duly elected prime
minister of the Republic of Ireland, has a
duty to respond to court decisions ordering
his government to find an exception to
Ireland’s strict prohibition against abortion
so that doctors and other health care work-
ers can take steps to save the life of a
woman in a troubled pregnancy.

Women in Ireland have died because
there is no exception to the law. Most
recently, it was a 31-year-old woman
named Savita Halappanavar, a native of
India who was working as a dentist in Ire-
land while her husband worked in Galway
for the Natick-based firm Boston Scientific.
When her husband learned the 17-week-
old fetus his wife was carrying was non-
viable, he begged the doctors to terminate
the pregnancy to save his wife. The doctors
pointed at the law, threw up their hands,
and said there was nothing they could do.

When Praveen Halappanavar expressed
exasperation that no one was lifting a fin-
ger to save his dying wife, someone tried to
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O’Malley lost
me on this

Kevin Cullen
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A casino proposal for Suffolk
Downs should be considered by all
of Boston in a citywide referendum,
Suffolk District Attorney Daniel
Conley, a candidate for Boston may-
or, said Monday in a major depar-
ture from the policy of Mayor
Thomas M. Menino.

“We’re one city; we have one

shared future,” Conley said in a
Globe interview. “This referendum
must be citywide and the results
must be read to reflect our shared
stake in the outcome of this impor-

tant vote.”
Menino favors limiting the casi-

no vote to the East Boston neighbor-
hood around the horse track. In
publicly breaking from the mayor

on the high-profile casino issue,
Conley distinguished himself in a
crowded pack of mayoral contend-
ers, at the risk of alienating Menino,
who remains a powerful political
force.

Under the 2011 state gambling
law, no casino proposal can be con-
sidered for a license unless it wins
the endorsement of the host com-
munity in a referendum. The law al-
lows the state’s largest cities to limit
the vote to the ward in which the
project would be built — or to ex-
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T
he Norden brothers, who each lost a leg in the Marathon bombings, held a press con-
ference at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital on Monday. Paul (left) and J.P., who grew
up in Stoneham, engaged in playful competitive banter. They are both being cared for
under the same roof for the first time since the bombings last month. When J.P., 33,
praised the care he received at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, his brother, Paul, 31,

put in a good word for the place where he was treated: “I personally think Beth Israel is the best
hospital.” Paul is scheduled to return to his mother’s home later this week, where he says he
looks forward to walking, even if in a wheelchair, his two boxers, Bella and Baxter.

Conley backs citywide casino vote
Decision could be
mayoral race issue

ROAD TO RECOVERY

By Travis Andersen
GLOBE STAFF

WILMINGTON — Authorities
s ay t h e y b e l i e v e t h e y h av e
smashed a widespread sex traf-
ficking ring that lured women
from across the Eastern seaboard
into a nightmare of working as
prostitutes every day at massage
parlors and spas in Massachu-
setts while they lived in squalor.

The end to the operation, in
which women were allegedly
bused into the Commonwealth
from out of state and forced into
sexual slavery north of Boston, is
believed to have come with the
arrests Monday by State Police
and federal agents of Xiu J. Chen,
32, of Medford, and Ronald
Keplin, 57, of Woburn.

The pair were charged with
running a lucrative sex traffick-
ing ring out of massage parlors in
communities including Bedford,
Billerica, Medford, Reading,
Wilmington, and Woburn.

“We allege that these women
were kept in deplorable condi-
tions,” Attorney General Martha
Coakley said at a press confer-
ence at Wilmington police head-
quarters. “. . . And then they were
told to work seven days a week in
various locations.”

Working phone numbers for
the homes of Chen and Keplin
could not be located Monday, and
it was not known if they had
hired lawyers.

Coakley said none of the vic-
tims are believed to be minors,
and she described an operation
i n w h i c h a b o u t 1 0 w o m e n
worked at each of the parlors on
an average day, with some mov-
ing from place to place.
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CHELSEA — Gunshots rang out
just before 4 a.m. Monday, and sec-
onds later came the sound of some-
one running down the street.
When police arrived, they made a
grisly discovery: a man and woman
dead in a vehicle that had jumped
the curb on Crescent Avenue.

The Suffolk district attorney’s
office identified the victims as
Zouaoui Dani-El-Kebir, 52, and
Karima El-Hakim, 38, both of

Everett. They had been shot in the
area of the head. One official said
investigators believe the attack was
not random.

Residents of the neighborhood
stood on street corners with arms
folded Monday morning, watching
grimly as police inspected the car,
still in the road in front of 111
Crescent Ave., its driver-side door
hanging open and the window
apparently blown out. Broken glass
was strewn in the middle of Parker
Street about 40 feet away.

Dani-El-Kebir was working the
overnight shift as a livery driver for
East Boston Tunnel Taxi, as he did
almost every night, when he was
shot, said his brother, Abdelkader
Dani-El-Kebir, 56, from his home
in Revere.

“I love my brother; I have one
brother,” he said, his voice ragged
with grief as he sat surrounded by
friends. Outside, cabs from compa-
nies across the city arrived one af-
ter another as the drivers came to
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LOWELL — An Army veteran under treatment
for post-traumatic stress disorder was accused Mon-
day of assaulting his infant son, who authorities say
is not expected to survive.

Christopher Berry, who served a tour of duty in
Afghanistan, pleaded not guilty and was ordered
held on $500,000 cash bail. On several other pend-
ing cases, including a domestic incident involving
his son’s mother, bail was revoked.

Berry, 22, was alone with his 2-month-old son
Saturday in their Lowell apartment when the inju-
ries occurred, prosecutors said. Berry called 911
when he found his son limp and unresponsive, with
blood bubbling from his nose and mouth.

At the hospital, the infant was diagnosed with
subdural hemorrhaging and a skull fracture.

Prosecutors said they will pursue more serious
charges against Berry if the child dies of his injuries.

BERRY, Page B4

YOON S. BYUN/GLOBE STAFF

VETERANS ON DUTY — The MBTA Transit Police introduced Labrador retrievers
trained to find explosives. The team has Officer Matthew Fanara and Wire, Moxie,
and Shifty. The dogs, veterans of the US Marines, served in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Army veteran held
in son’s assault
is PTSD patient

Major
sex ring
broken,
police say
Two arrested on
trafficking counts

Livery driver, woman fatally shot
Police investigate inChelseaaspeerspay respects to cabbie’s kin

‘The results must be read to
reflect our shared stake in the
outcome of this important vote.’

DANIEL F. CONLEY, Suffolk district attorney and
candidate for mayor



Los Angeles, who belongs not in the Sistine Chapel but San Quentin for his shameless protection of predatory 
priests who raped children.

Needless to say, Cardinal O’Malley’s snub of Boston College and Enda Kenny is going down well with 
the Catholic Action League, but it’s also going down well with the Vatican, where the prime minister of Ireland 
is viewed as a dangerous heretic.

When the clerical sexual abuse crisis exploded in Ireland, it was a blast caused by the scandal that un-
folded right here in Boston. Irish people began demanding answers. The adults who as children were beaten and 
raped and psychologically ravaged while under the care of priests and brothers and nuns in Catholic orphanages 
and workhouses demanded justice.

Kenny’s predecessor, Bertie Ahern, indemnified the Catholic Church in Ireland to the tune of $1 bil-
lion. So the taxpayers of Ireland, not the Catholic institutions who protected the predators, paid the bulk of the 
redress handed out to victims.

When Kenny became prime minister, he sounded a different tune. Two years ago, after the release of yet 
another report that showed how Irish bishops and the Vatican downplayed the rape and torture of Irish children 
by clerical predators, Enda Kenny found his indignation and his voice. He rose in the Dail, Ireland’s parliament, 
and accused the Vatican of caring more about maintaining its power than protecting children.

“The Cloyne Report excavates the dysfunction, the disconnection, the elitism that dominate the cul-
ture of the Vatican today,” Kenny said. “The rape and the torture of children were downplayed or ‘managed’ 
to uphold instead the primacy of the institution, its power, its standing, and its reputation. Far from listening to 
evidence of humiliation and betrayal with St. Benedict’s ‘ear of the heart,’ the Vatican’s reaction was to parse 
and analyze it with the gimlet eye of a canon lawyer.”

The bishops can try to say with a straight face that none of them should take to the stage with Enda 
Kenny because he is about to propose legislation to legalize abortion in some rare instances, but let’s be honest 
here: Kenny is hated by the Catholic hierarchy for that achingly honest and courageous speech he gave in the 
Dail in 2011.

Having reread the speech, I don’t think Boston College should be giving Kenny a degree. They should 
be giving him a medal.

Cardinal O’Malley is a very learned man, and he understands logic, and so by his logic I’m assuming he 
will not be accepting any money from all those well-heeled BC alums who are big donors to the archdiocese, 
because BC gives honorary degrees to people like Enda Kenny who want to save the lives of women who might 
die in difficult pregnancies.

Look, I was always fond of Cardinal O’Malley. I’ve written about him in very positive terms many 
times. He cares about the poor. But he’s lost me with this one. He and his self-righteous, preening acolytes in 
the Catholic Action League have staggered so far from reason and logic that it is hard to take any of them seri-
ously anymore.
 
Kevin Cullen is a Globe columnist. He can be reached at cullen@globe.com.
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