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To the judges:

There is something wrong in Iowa when a young African-American woman who wants to supplement her fam-
ily’s income by braiding hair is required by the state to obtain a cosmetology license, which requires thousands of 
dollars in tuition and 2,100 hours of study at a for-profit school. The requirement becomes ridiculous when the 
Iowa cosmetology school doesn’t even teach hair braiding. 

There is something wrong with Iowa’s job licensing requirements when 2,100 hours of training are required for a 
license to cut and style hair but only 150 hours is required for an emergency medical technician.

There is something wrong in Iowa when anyone can go on the Internet and buy the exact teeth-whitening kits 
that dentists use, but Iowa dental board rules prohibit anyone other than dentists or their technicians from ap-
plying the kits on anyone else’s teeth.

Iowa’s job licensing requirements are among the most burdensome in the United States, one national study has 
concluded, with 34 licensing boards overseeing more 100,000 people who must obtain government permission 
to work. The boards typically are made up of insiders from the business. The rules they write often make it dif-
ficult for new workers to enter the field, limit competition and impose educational requirements that financially 
benefit those providing that education.  

Editorial writer Andie Dominick immersed herself in these sometimes arcane rules and regulations. Her edito-
rials led to the first administrative charges in 20 years against any cosmetology school; Iowa’s governor vetoed 
legislation that would have begun requiring licenses for substance abuse workers, and legislation has been intro-
duced in this year’s session of the Iowa Legislature for a comprehensive study of Iowa’s job licensing system.

It’s my pleasure to recommend Andie Dominick’s work for the Pulitzer Prize for Distinguished Editorial Writing.

      Sincerely,

      

      Randy Evans
      Opinion Editor


