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Six months after he was discharged to a Grey-
hound bus and shipped out of Las Vegas, one 
former patient of Nevada’s primary hospital 

for mentally ill people stabbed a man to death in 
Iowa.

Another former patient, responding to voices in 
his head, set off explosions in a grocery store and 
a doughnut shop in Tennessee just a month after 
Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospital in Las Vegas gave 
him a one-way ticket to Knoxville in July 2012.

Nevada bused yet another Rawson-Neal patient, 
a convicted child molester, to San Diego in 2011, 
even as he faced criminal charges in Las Vegas for 

failing to register as a sex offender. He also failed 
to register in San Diego, where he disappeared into 
the streets and soon became the target of a city-
wide manhunt.

Yet another former Rawson-Neal patient was 
found dead, his body floating in the American 
River near a homeless camp, seven months after he 
received a Greyhound ticket to Sacramento cour-
tesy of the state of Nevada.

Even as Nevada’s embattled state mental hos-
pital works to revamp operations, the fallout from 
its aggressive busing policies continues to reso-
nate from California to Florida. A Sacramento Bee 
investigation into the fates of hundreds of mentally 
ill men and women whom the Nevada hospital 
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Marc Berrier, 37, was sent to Seattle via bus by Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospital and soon had a 
confrontation with police over his public intoxication. Like other hospital patients, he said he learned the 
hospital would give him a free ticket anywhere he wanted to go and he took advantage of it.
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S
ix months after he was dis-
charged to a Greyhound
bus and shipped out of Las

Vegas, one former patient of Ne-
vada’s primary hospital for men-
tally ill people stabbed a man to
death in Iowa.

Another former patient, re-
sponding to voices in his head,
set off explosions in a grocery
store and a doughnut shop in
Tennessee just a month after
Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospi-
tal in Las Vegas gave him a one-
way ticket to Knoxville in July
2012.

Nevada bused yet another
Rawson-Neal patient, a convicted
child molester, to San Diego in
2011, even as he faced criminal

charges in Las Vegas for failing to
register as a sex offender. He also
failed to register in San Diego,
where he disappeared into the
streets and soon became the tar-
get of a citywide manhunt.

Yet another former Rawson-

Neal patient was found dead, his
body floating in the American
River near a homeless camp, sev-
en months after he received a
Greyhound ticket to Sacramento
courtesy of the state of Nevada.

Even as Nevada’s embattled

state mental hospital works to re-
vamp operations, the fallout
from its aggressive busing poli-
cies continues to resonate from
California to Florida. A Sacra-
mento Bee investigation into the
fates of hundreds of mentally ill
men and women whom the Ne-
vada hospital shipped out of Las
Vegas via Greyhound bus in re-
cent years has found that crime
and tragedy often followed. 

The Bee recently obtained
Greyhound bus receipts listing
the names of more than 1,000
people who, after arriving at
Rawson-Neal, were issued one-
way tickets to cities across the
country over the past three years.
More than 325 of them boarded
buses to California.

A check of passenger names
against criminal databases found
dozens of apparent matches
across the state and nation for ar-
rests involving murder, attempt-
ed murder, assault, sex crimes,
drug crimes, theft, vagrancy, van-
dalism and other violations in
the counties to which they were
shipped in the months after they 

THE PUBLIC EYE
A Bee investigation

Mental patients bused 
– and crime followed

Renée C. Byer rbyer@sacbee.com

Marc Berrier, 37, was sent to Seattle via bus by Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospital and soon had a confrontation with police over his public intoxica-
tion. Like other hospital patients, he said he learned the hospital would give him a free ticket anywhere he wanted to go and he took advantage of it. 

For previous stories in this series, go to sacbee.com/nevadapatientbusing.
For a photo gallery on former patient Marc Berrier, go to sacbee.com/multimedia
A bus ride from Vegas to nowhere. Dan Morain column, Page E1

Justin Brinsky was bused in 2012 to Sacramento, where he now awaits
trial on attempted robbery charges.
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Driven by the roaring economic
engine of Silicon Valley, home prices
in some Bay Area cities have neared
or exceeded the record highs
reached in last decade’s housing
bubble. San Francisco, Palo Alto and
other cities flush with cash from
Google, Facebook and Apple blew
past their prior peaks in recent
months and set new records.

Now the price spikes are spread-
ing to outlying areas.

Suburban communities such as
Pleasanton and Fremont, with good
schools and relatively short com-
mutes to jobs, are seeing bubble-era
prices, too. Both are just a few per-
centage points off their all-time
highs set in 2005 and 2006, real es-
tate information service DataQuick
reported.

Yet in Sacramento, home prices
remain about 40 percent below the
heights they reached in the bubble.
Even in the region’s most affluent
areas, including the suburban foot-
hill communities of Granite Bay and
El Dorado Hills, recent housing 
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After more than 50 years leading
the fight to legitimize attention def-
icit hyperactivity disorder, Keith
Conners could be celebrating.

Severely hyperactive and impul-
sive children, once shunned as bad
seeds, are now recognized as having
a real neurobehavioral problem.
Doctors and parents have largely ac-
cepted drugs like Adderall and Con-
certa to temper the traits of classic
ADHD, helping youngsters succeed
in school and beyond.

But Conners did not feel trium-
phant this fall as he addressed a
group of fellow ADHD specialists in
Washington. He noted that recent
data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention show that 
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shipped out of Las Vegas via Greyhound bus in re-
cent years has found that crime and tragedy often 
followed. 

The Bee recently obtained Greyhound bus re-
ceipts listing the names of more than 1,000 people 
who, after arriving at Rawson-Neal, were issued 
one-way tickets to cities across the country over 
the past three years. More than 325 of them board-
ed buses to California.

A check of passenger names against crimi-
nal databases found dozens of apparent matches 
across the state and nation for arrests involving 
murder, attempted murder, assault, sex crimes, 
drug crimes, theft, vagrancy, vandalism and other 
violations in the counties to which they were 
shipped in the months after they arrived. Many of 
the crimes involved repeated offenses for minor 
violations often associated with homelessness.

The names of bus passengers on the list did 
not include dates of birth or other unique identi-
fiers, which can help establish specific identities. 
Many of the names were uncommon, indicating a 
high probability the matches were accurate. But 
additional information was required to confirm 
that an individual passenger was the same person 
later arrested for a crime in the destination city. 
All of the former Rawson-Neal patients named in 
this story reflect cases in which identities could be 
confirmed through interviews with the individuals, 
their families or, in one case, media reports.

The analysis also found more than 50 matches 
between names of mental patients bused out of Ne-
vada and suspects facing criminal charges in Las 
Vegas. In most cases, proceedings in those cases 
stopped cold and judges issued bench warrants 
for arrests of these suspects soon after the patients 
were bused. Without dates of birth, the matches 
could not be confirmed by name alone. But inter-
views with patients or their families confirmed 
that in at least some of those cases, the hospital 

effectively helped suspects skip town.
In recent months, Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval 

has ordered reviews of the state’s mental health 
care system and additional funding for services. 
But his administration also has defended Rawson-
Neal’s busing practices as safe and humane. On 
Friday, in response to The Bee’s latest findings, 
Sandoval said he is “appalled.” 

“An investigation is underway, and those re-
sponsible will be held accountable,” Sandoval said 
through his spokeswoman, Mary-Sarah Kinner. 
“This type of conduct is indefensible.”

Kinner said Sandoval is assembling a panel of 
legislators, law enforcement officials and mental 
health experts to investigate “mental health servic-
es throughout the state,” including those provided 
by Rawson-Neal. 

It has been nine months since The Bee first 
reported Rawson-Neal’s unusual busing program, 
which sent about 1,500 mental patients to cit-
ies across the lower 48 states between July 2008 
and April of this year. Patients typically were 
dispatched by taxi to a Las Vegas Greyhound 
station and put on buses, alone and sometimes 
heavily medicated, for journeys that in many cases 
spanned multiple states and several days.

Nevada health authorities revised the protocols 
in April, saying they no longer would bus patients 
across state lines without chaperones. But state 
officials have generally defended the decades-old 
program, contending the v  ast majority of patients 
were bused to their “home communities” and only 
after Rawson-Neal staff had contacted family at the 
destination and made arrangements for treatment 
and care.

Former patients and their families have told 
a different story, asserting that the hospital made 
no such arrangements, and in some cases shipped 
former patients off to cities where they had tenu-
ous ties, or none at all. Many of those interviewed 

Justin Brinsky was 
bused in 2012 to 
Sacramento, where he 
now awaits
trial on attempted 
robbery charges.
Renée C. Byer 
rbyer@sacbee.com
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S
ix months after he was dis-
charged to a Greyhound
bus and shipped out of Las

Vegas, one former patient of Ne-
vada’s primary hospital for men-
tally ill people stabbed a man to
death in Iowa.

Another former patient, re-
sponding to voices in his head,
set off explosions in a grocery
store and a doughnut shop in
Tennessee just a month after
Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospi-
tal in Las Vegas gave him a one-
way ticket to Knoxville in July
2012.

Nevada bused yet another
Rawson-Neal patient, a convicted
child molester, to San Diego in
2011, even as he faced criminal

charges in Las Vegas for failing to
register as a sex offender. He also
failed to register in San Diego,
where he disappeared into the
streets and soon became the tar-
get of a citywide manhunt.

Yet another former Rawson-

Neal patient was found dead, his
body floating in the American
River near a homeless camp, sev-
en months after he received a
Greyhound ticket to Sacramento
courtesy of the state of Nevada.

Even as Nevada’s embattled

state mental hospital works to re-
vamp operations, the fallout
from its aggressive busing poli-
cies continues to resonate from
California to Florida. A Sacra-
mento Bee investigation into the
fates of hundreds of mentally ill
men and women whom the Ne-
vada hospital shipped out of Las
Vegas via Greyhound bus in re-
cent years has found that crime
and tragedy often followed. 

The Bee recently obtained
Greyhound bus receipts listing
the names of more than 1,000
people who, after arriving at
Rawson-Neal, were issued one-
way tickets to cities across the
country over the past three years.
More than 325 of them boarded
buses to California.

A check of passenger names
against criminal databases found
dozens of apparent matches
across the state and nation for ar-
rests involving murder, attempt-
ed murder, assault, sex crimes,
drug crimes, theft, vagrancy, van-
dalism and other violations in
the counties to which they were
shipped in the months after they 
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Marc Berrier, 37, was sent to Seattle via bus by Rawson-Neal Psychiatric Hospital and soon had a confrontation with police over his public intoxica-
tion. Like other hospital patients, he said he learned the hospital would give him a free ticket anywhere he wanted to go and he took advantage of it. 
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Justin Brinsky was bused in 2012 to Sacramento, where he now awaits
trial on attempted robbery charges.
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Driven by the roaring economic
engine of Silicon Valley, home prices
in some Bay Area cities have neared
or exceeded the record highs
reached in last decade’s housing
bubble. San Francisco, Palo Alto and
other cities flush with cash from
Google, Facebook and Apple blew
past their prior peaks in recent
months and set new records.

Now the price spikes are spread-
ing to outlying areas.

Suburban communities such as
Pleasanton and Fremont, with good
schools and relatively short com-
mutes to jobs, are seeing bubble-era
prices, too. Both are just a few per-
centage points off their all-time
highs set in 2005 and 2006, real es-
tate information service DataQuick
reported.

Yet in Sacramento, home prices
remain about 40 percent below the
heights they reached in the bubble.
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ended up on the streets, 
at public hospitals or in 
shelters, which essential-
ly shifted the burden of 
their care from Nevada 
to their destination cities. 

In some cases, the 
program came at broader 
public expense: The hos-
pital exported not only 
mentally ill people and 
the costs of their care, 
but criminal conduct as 
well.

‘I hope he’s dead’
Consider Mark Hes-

selgrave’s case.
Convicted in 1993 

for strangling his wife at 
their home near Phoenix, 
Hesselgrave spent about 
20 years in prison before making his way to Las 
Vegas earlier this year. Depressed and unable to 
find work, he tried to kill himself by stepping in 
front of a cab, he said in an interview.

That episode got him admitted to Rawson-Neal 
in Las Vegas Jan. 31 of this year. Hospital records 
from his stay show Rawson-Neal kept him about 

two days before putting him on a Greyhound bus 
back to Phoenix.

The records note that staff members did not 
contact anyone in Phoenix about his discharge “as 
the patient did not consent” for them to do so. Hes-
selgrave said the hospital never asked him about 
arrangements for treatment or housing. “They 

Renée C. Byer rbyer@sacbee.com

Marc Berrier, left, prays at an Alpha meeting in Bellevue, Wash., for his father, who was having heart 
surgery. Berrier says his life is changing since he was shipped from a Las Vegas mental hospital to Seattle, 
where he had no prior connections or plans for therapy. Now he’s a group leader in a 10-week course that 
shares Christian principles. Patting Berrier’s shoulder in support is Ray Lewandowski.

Marc Berrier waits in a line for dinner in Bellevue, Wash. While homeless in Las 
Vegas, he said he faked a mental illness to get off the streets and into Rawson-
Neal Psychiatric Hospital. Offered a bus ticket, he chose Seattle.

“An investigation is underway, and those responsible will be held accountable.
This type of conduct is indefensible.”    NEVADA GOV. BRIAN SANDOVAL, in a statement



didn’t even ask me for a phone number. Nobody 
knew I was going to Arizona,” he said.

Rawson-Neal was aware Hesselgrave had been 
released from prison just three months before on 
a second-degree murder conviction, the records 
show. The patient “feels depressed most of the 
time,” the records note, but “endorses no homicidal 
thoughts. No evidence of psychosis, although he 
does report occasional feelings of paranoia, espe-
cially during times when he takes drugs.” 

On Feb. 2, two days after he was admitted, 
Rawson-Neal deemed Hesselgrave fit for bus travel, 
the records state, and discharged him with a bus 
ticket, psychiatric medications for the ride and 
a recommendation to seek out Narcotics Anony-
mous meetings in Phoenix. After a bus ride that he 
described as “crazy,” Hesselgrave said he arrived at 
the Phoenix terminal with no one waiting for him. 
Without money or a place to live, he said, he ended 
up walking about 20 miles to a friend’s house in 
the suburbs.

From Arizona, Hesselgrave migrated to North 
Dakota to pursue a job in the oil fields. He quickly 
found work. Things were going pretty well, he 
said, until May 12, when he stabbed his roommate 
repeatedly. Eddie Bergeson survived, but suffered 
stab wounds in his face, stomach and back, accord-
ing to a police affidavit.

“I hope he’s dead, I think he’s dead, I’m glad 
he’s dead,” Hesselgrave said as he stood over Berge-
son, according to the affidavit.

Hesselgrave remains jailed in North Dakota, 
awaiting trial on charges of attempted murder. 
Police say he planned the attack; Hesselgrave 
contends they were drinking and got in a fight. He 
said he wonders whether things would have turned 
out differently had he received more treatment 
after his release from prison.

Rawson-Neal “didn’t try to treat me or noth-
ing,” he said. “They could have kept me for 21 days. 
They could have ... got my depression in check.”

A free ride
Joseph Ceretti is another former Rawson-Neal 

patient now facing a lengthy prison sentence.
Unlike Hesselgrave, Ceretti had lived on and 

off in Las Vegas for years, splitting time between 
Nevada and Des Moines, Iowa, where he had fam-
ily. He had a criminal history in both places, and 
had been arrested repeatedly for crimes related to 
drugs and assault.

“I was a violent guy,” he said in an interview 
from Polk County jail in Iowa.

Ceretti said he had been to Rawson-Neal 
multiple times over the years, often after feeling 
suicidal. He has been diagnosed, he said, with 
schizoaffective disorder, depression and anxiety.

“They warehoused you,” he said. “They haven’t 
done nothing for me.”

On May 21, 2012, he landed at Rawson-Neal 
after another breakdown. Ceretti’s medical records 
state that he told staff he was depressed, anxious 
and suicidal. “He is a known patient at this hos-

Up close with 10 Las Vegas 
patients who were bused

Justin Brinsky
Bused: Sacramento, June 2012 

In May 2012, a Las Vegas 
court found Justin Brinsky guilty 
of battery and disorderly con-
duct. He was given a suspended 

jail sentence, ordered to do community service 
and undertake impulse control counseling. 
Brinsky, who said he suffers from bipolar disor-
der, was bused from Rawson-Neal Psychiatric 
Hospital while still under court supervision, 
and when he didn’t show up at subsequent 
court hearings, a judge issued warrants for his 
arrest.

After arriving in Sacramento, he was ar-
rested several times and charged with felony 
attempted robbery and felony attempted 
burglary, among other crimes. He awaits trial 
in the Sacramento County Main Jail, where 
deputies say he has attacked other inmates and 
officers.

“It wasn’t a bad hospital,” he said of Raw-
son-Neal. “They held me quite a while. Then 
they asked me where I wanted to get sent, and 
I was fine with it.”

William “Billy” Busche
Bused: Knoxville, Tenn., July 2012 

William Busche, who said 
he suffers from bipolar disorder, 
was one of five patients bused by 

Rawson-Neal on July 12, 2012. 
Busche said he suffered a mental break 

while he was living in Las Vegas, landing him 
at the state mental hospital. 

“I really wanted to stay in Vegas,” he told 
The Bee. “But I was out of money and basically 
homeless. ... They told me the bus ticket (to 
Knoxville) was a one-shot deal, so I took it.” 

“I thought it was pretty nice of them to 
offer it,” he added. “But they didn’t really treat 
me or anything.”

About a month after he took a Greyhound 
to his home state, Busche set off fireworks in a 
Dunkin’ Donuts shop and grocery store in the 
small town of Athens, Tenn. Police said Busche 
told them that the Lord instructed him to blow 
up the stores, according to media reports at 
the time. 

“I was not in a good place,” recalled Bus-
che. “I didn’t hurt anyone. But I ended up in 
jail.” 

He since has been released, is living in Il-
linois and “maintaining,” he said. “I’m trying 
to get hold of my bipolar, and I haven’t freaked 
out on anyone in a while.” 



pital with several previous admissions and most 
recent about six weeks ago,” the records state. 

The intake records also show the hospital was 
aware he had a lengthy criminal record, including 
a history of assaults. 

Ceretti said he knew from other patients that 
the hospital would hand out bus tickets without 
asking too many questions. He said he told them 
about having family in Des Moines. “I wanted a 
free ride,” he said. 

The medical records note that Ceretti had 
requested a bus ticket “back home,” and that dur-
ing two days of care, he showed “No aggression or 
Manic outbursts. ... “ He was discharged May 23, 
2012, with a bus ticket to Des Moines, psychiatric 
meds and a recommendation to continue getting 
mental health treatment in Iowa. The medical re-
cords say that Ceretti’s mother, Diane Mazzie, had 
agreed to pick him up when he got to Des Moines. 

But Mazzie said she had no notice he was 
coming. “I never got a phone call,” she said in an 
interview.

She said she was staying at a friend’s house 
when her son arrived, and was unable to offer him 
a place to stay. “I was on the streets,” Ceretti said. 
“I slept outside for a week.”

A month after he arrived, Ceretti was arrested 
for trespassing. Two months later, he was arrested 
on suspicion of domestic abuse causing serious 
injury, and later pleaded guilty to that charge. 

In November 2012, while still homeless, Cer-
etti stabbed an old friend, Eric Naylor, killing him. 
Police describe the attack as a drug encounter gone 
bad. Ceretti called it self-defense. He pleaded guilty 
to voluntary manslaughter and was sentenced to 
45 years in prison.

“I would just like to say to the family I’m really 
sorry,” he said at his sentencing hearing.

Ceretti later tried to take back his plea, saying 
he had failed to disclose he was on psychotropic 
medications when he agreed to the deal. He was 
charged with perjury, and pleaded guilty. He re-
mains in an Iowa prison.

Homeless in Vegas
The Nevada hospital issued a bus ticket to an-

other patient, Justin David Brinsky, even as he was 
still under court supervision for battery and dis-
orderly conduct convictions in Las Vegas. Brinsky 
was bused to Sacramento in June 2012, and now 
sits in the Sacramento County Main Jail, awaiting 
trial on two charges of attempted robbery.

Brinsky said in a jailhouse interview that he 
has been diagnosed with bipolar disorder and 
disabling “manic” episodes and depression. He said 
he became homeless in Vegas after traveling there 
to live with a family friend, and was arrested for 
stealing food from a supermarket. First he went to 
jail, he said, then to Rawson-Neal.

Brinsky could not recall how long he stayed at 
the hospital, but said that at some point, he was 
offered a bus ticket to Sacramento, where he has 
relatives. “They asked me where I wanted to get 

Joseph Ceretti
Bused: Des Moines, Iowa, May 
2012 

Joseph D. Ceretti killed  Eric 
Naylor in November 2012, about 

six months after Rawson-Neal bused him to 
Des Moines, Iowa. He pleaded guilty to volun-
tary manslaughter in September of the follow-
ing year. 

Ceretti has spent much of his life in Las Ve-
gas and Des Moines, and has a criminal history 
in both places. He has been diagnosed, he said, 
with schizoaffective disorder, depression and 
anxiety, and has been to Rawson-Neal multiple 
times over the years. 

“They haven’t done nothing for me,” he 
said. “There’s no treatment going on there.” 

Christopher Dustrude
Bused: San Diego, January 2011 

Christopher Dustrude, who 
was convicted of having sex with 
children in 2004, was arrested in 

Las Vegas in January 2011 for failing to register 
as a sex offender. 

With the criminal case against him still 
outstanding, Dustrude wound up in Rawson-
Neal. On January 26, 2011, Rawson-Neal bused 
him to San Diego, bus receipts show. Citing 
law enforcement, media reports said Dustrude 
arrived in San Diego that same day. 

A citywide manhunt began. San Diego 
Crime Stoppers put out an alert. Local TV sta-
tions picked up the story. U.S. marshals started 
hunting for him. They found Dustrude at a San 
Diego psychiatric hospital in early February. 

“I got calls from families out of Ponto 
Beach, where he had approached them, made 
sexual advances to them and their kids,” 
Deputy U.S. Marshal Toni Wheetley said in a 
TV interview at the time. 

Mark Hesselgrave
Bused: Phoenix, February 2013 

Mark Hesselgrave was ar-
rested in the early 1990s near 
Phoenix for strangling his wife, 
Dorothy. He spent the next 20 

years in prison and was released in October 
2012. 

Hesselgrave said he had trouble finding 
work in Arizona after his release so he decided 
to try his luck in Nevada. A few days into his 
trip, he said, “I stepped in front of a cab - tried 
to kill myself.” 

He ended up in Rawson-Neal, which bused 
him back to Phoenix. Hesselgrave headed to 
Williston, N.D., and three months later was 
arrested for repeatedly stabbing his roommate. 
He remains in a North Dakota jail awaiting 
trial for attempted murder. 



sent, and I was fine with it,” he said. “There are 
some good people there. It’s not a bad hospital.”

In the months since he arrived in Sacramento, 
he has been arrested for a variety of serious crimes, 
including accusations of fighting with a police of-
ficer and trying to break into the home of a young 
mother in the middle of the night while under the 
influence of methamphetamines. At the county 
jail, he has spent weeks in isolation for attempting 
to assault both inmates and officers, according to 
court records. 

When a reporter, separated from Brinsky by 
a Plexiglas barrier, asked for further information 
about his experience, Brinsky dropped to his knees 
and clasped his hands as if in prayer.

Then he waved goodbye.

A body in the river
Martin Roller may have simply given up on life 

after the Las Vegas hospital bused him back to Sac-
ramento in July 2010, said his former wife, Patricia.

When he returned to the capital city, where he 
and Patricia once lived together, the couple were 
estranged, she said. She had minimal contact with 
him. Seven months after his bus trip, he was dead.

Roller was a drug abuser, may have had bipolar 
disorder and had attempted suicide at least once 
while he was living in Las Vegas, his former wife 
said. She found out about his hospitalization and 
subsequent bus trip only after he returned to Sac-
ramento, she said.

In the months after he arrived in Sacramento, 
Roller was arrested for alleged battery on a police 
officer and resisting arrest.

On Feb. 9, 2011, Roller’s body was discovered 
in the American River near a transient camp. A 
coroner’s report said he likely drowned and that 
no evidence of drugs was discovered in his system. 
Because of his history, the report did not rule out 
the possibility that he took his own life.

“He may have tried to kill himself,” his former 
wife said. “I guess we will never know.”

A manhunt in San Diego
Trouble also followed Christopher Dustrude, a 

Montana native who records indicate was bused 
from Las Vegas to San Diego in 2011. 

In 2004, Dustrude was convicted of sexually 
assaulting two family members, then 7 and 9, in 
Montana. In 2010, he was rearrested for failing to 
notify Montana authorities he had moved. He also 
had been convicted twice for violating protective 
orders, court records show. 

While awaiting sentencing on those charges, 
Dustrude headed to Las Vegas, where police arrest-
ed him in January 2011 for failing to register as a 
sex offender. That criminal case was still outstand-
ing when, for reasons that are not clear, he wound 
up at Rawson-Neal. Patient busing receipts show 
the hospital bought a Christopher Dustrude a seat 
on a Greyhound bus bound for San Diego on Jan. 
26.

Within days, a federal magistrate issued a war-
rant for his arrest, and the U.S. Marshals Service 

Musaalih Kerr
Bused: Detroit, September 2010 

Musaalih Kerr’s mother said she 
pleaded with Rawson-Neal to treat 

her son instead of busing him to Michigan but 
that hospital officials bused him anyway.

Kerr, who was diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia as a teen, according to his mom, 
served prison time in Michigan for assault and 
resisting arrest before he went to Vegas. He 
landed at Rawson-Neal, which put him on a 
bus to Detroit.

“I told them not to release him because he 
was too sick,” said his mother, Peggie Jarvis. 
“But by the time I got to Vegas they had put 
him on a bus.” 

Kerr “got kicked off of the bus” in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and was detained by police 
when he was found naked on the streets, his 
mother said. He was admitted to a psychiatric 
hospital there, and later to a facility in Chi-
cago. 

Last month, Kerr was arrested in Macomb 
County, Mich., on probation violations, and 
remains in jail, records show. 

“America is locking up the mentally ill, be-
cause there is no place for them,” Jarvis said. 

Reginald Mangrum
Bused: Phoenix, March 2012 

Reginald Mangrum is a long-
time Las Vegas resident who alleg-

edly went on a crime spree after Rawson-Neal 
bused him to Arizona in 2012. 

Mangrum, who suffers from schizophrenia, 
according to his mother, spent years in Vegas 
before his last trip to Rawson-Neal. He studi-
ously registered to vote whenever he moved 
in the city, logging registrations between 2004 
and 2011, according to LexisNexis, a research 
firm. 

He picked up a drug arrest in Las Vegas 
in 2006 and a trespassing arrest in 2011, court 
records show. 

Rawson-Neal bused Mangrum to Phoenix 
in March 2012. His mom, who lives in Nevada, 
said she didn’t know how the destination was 
chosen. “He’s got nobody in Phoenix,” said June 
Mangrum. “No friends. No family. That’s why 
I don’t understand why they would send him 
there.” 

In the ensuing months, Mangrum was ar-
rested multiple times in Arizona, court records 
show. Charges against him included shoplift-
ing, sexual indecency, drug crimes and tres-
passing. 

June Mangrum said she spent months 
looking for her son before learning that he 
is now in an Arizona state prison serving an 
eight-month sentence. 



initiated a manhunt in San Diego. Law enforce-
ment authorities said in media reports at the time 
that Dustrude would sometimes pretend to be 
mentally disabled or suicidal to gain entry to hos-
pitals and shelters, where he would then volunteer 
to work with children. 

Marshals finally tracked him down in early 
February at a San Diego psychiatric hospital. 
Authorities said they had gotten complaints from 
families in the area, who said Dustrude had made 
sexual advances toward them and their children.

An aunt, who described Dustrude as mentally 
disabled and childlike, said he since has disap-
peared onto the streets of Montana. Dorothea 
Butler said her nephew had no ties to San Diego, 
and that she had no idea why the hospital might 
have sent him there.

“He needs to be in an institution of some kind. 
But he just gets tossed around,” she said. 

“I can’t understand why that hospital would 
send him to San Diego. They just put him on a bus 
and sent him on. They just wanted to get rid of 
him.”

‘A wing and a prayer’
Marc Berrier is among several former Rawson-

Neal patients who went from being homeless in 
Las Vegas to homeless somewhere else after the 
hospital bused them out. Berrier, a native of Penn-
sylvania with an alcohol addiction, said he faked a 
mental illness to get off the streets of Vegas in the 
spring of 2012. “I told them I was suicidal,” he said.

Once he landed at the Nevada state hospital, 
he received psychiatric medications and enjoyed “a 
nice break from the streets,” he said. “I sat around 
and watched TV, mostly,” he said. 

A fellow patient told him that the hospital “will 
give you a bus ticket to anywhere you want to go,” 
he said. Berrier looked at a map and decided “on a 
whim” to ask for a bus ticket to Seattle.

“They asked me to verify that I had relatives 
there, so I wrote down a fake phone number and 
said I had an uncle there,” Berrier said. “They 
brought me a ticket to Seattle that night.”

“I didn’t know anything about Seattle,” he 
said. “I left wearing shorts and a T-shirt, with four 
bottles of Ensure, on a wing and a prayer.” He took 
Xanax with some young bus passengers near Port-
land, he recalled. “That’s the last thing I remember 
about the trip.” He said he woke up at Harborview 
Medical Center, a public hospital in King County.

Weeks later, King County officers arrested him 
for assault after he refused to cooperate when they 
asked him to refrain from drinking alcohol in a 
public park, records show.

Berrier now lives at a homeless mission in 
Seattle and is working to overcome his alcohol-
ism and improve his life. “I’ve experienced a long, 
strange series of events to get here,” he said.

Hospital staffers may unwittingly have helped 
him, he said, by busing him to Seattle, where the 
mission is helping him get back on track. But he 
wonders about other patients.

Cletus Melancon
Bused: New Orleans, May 2011 

Cletus Melancon was arrested 
for assault a year after Rawson-Neal 

bused him to New Orleans. 
Melancon, who said he has been diagnosed 

with bipolar disorder and has been in and out 
of psychiatric facilities for much of his life, was 
arrested in Las Vegas in December 2010 for 
allegedly possessing marijuana with intent to 
sell. He was arrested again in February 2011 
in a domestic violence case. Both charges are 
felonies. 

He was admitted to Rawson-Neal in May 
2011, while still awaiting trial on those charges. 
“I woke up strapped to a bed. The next day, 
they asked me where I was from and whether I 
wanted a ticket back home,” Melancon said by 
phone from his home in Louisiana. “They gave 
me referrals for medication, and put me on a 
bus. I had nothing to eat. Not a dollar to my 
name.” 

Within months of his busing, a judge in 
Las Vegas issued a bench warrant for his ar-
rest. The cases against him in Vegas remain 
active. 

In December 2012, Melancon was arrested 
again, this time in New Orleans. He forced his 
way into the house of a girlfriend’s family, ac-
cording to a crime report from the St. Charles 
Parish Sheriff ’s Office, and “allegedly choked 
and slapped the victim and destroyed her cell-
phone and house phone.” 

Marc Berrier
Bused: Seattle, May 2012 

Marc Berrier, who suffers from 
alcohol addiction, said he picked 
Seattle on a whim after faking men-

tal illness to get off the streets of Las Vegas. 
When Rawson-Neal staffers asked him to prove 
that he had a relative in Seattle, he said, he 
created a fictitious uncle with a fake telephone 
number. 

“I got a bus ticket that night,” he said. 
Shortly after he arrived in Seattle, police 

arrested him at a park for assault after he 
objected to officers taking away his beer and 
dumping it in the trash, according to court re-
cords. Berrier now lives at a homeless mission 
in Seattle and is working to overcome alcohol-
ism and improve his life. 



“I’m glad everything worked out for me,” Ber-
rier said. “But there were a lot of guys in there who 
weren’t getting any help. I wonder what’s hap-
pened to them.”

‘The client makes the choice’
Whether Rawson-Neal has any responsibility 

for what happens after patients leave their facil-
ity is a matter of debate. Psychiatric hospitals, 
including Rawson-Neal, are not required to check 
the criminal backgrounds of patients, and rarely 
conduct such checks, according to interviews with 
mental health experts.

Kathleen Piche, a spokeswoman for the Los 
Angeles County Department of Mental Health, 
said her agency might request a background check 
on a patient who caretakers are aware “has been 
involved in some kind of violence.” But such cases 
are unusual, she said.

Agencies should not “assume that someone 
might have a criminal record because they are be-
ing treated for a mental illness,” said David Wert, a 
spokesman for San Bernardino County. He said the 
county does not routinely conduct criminal back-
ground checks on mental patients.

But neither do most agencies routinely place 
mentally ill patients alone on public buses for long 
trips across the country, as Rawson-Neal did until 
recently.

“Certainly the hospital has a moral responsibil-
ity” to do everything possible to make sure that pa-
tients who board buses, as well as the passengers 

around them, are safe during their journeys, said 
DJ Jaffe, executive director of the Mental Illness 
Policy Organization. “And what about the impact 
on taxpayers in the states where these untreated 
patients are going? That is going to be consider-
able.”

In recent months, Nevada health officials have 
explained the busing program by noting that Las 

Martin Roller
Bused: Sacramento, July 2010 

Martin Roller had a long rap sheet. Between 
1989 and 2005, he was arrested in Sacramento 
on charges of driving while intoxicated, domes-
tic violence, burglary, being drunk in public, 
possessing burglary tools and various drug 
crimes. 

Between 2005 and 2008, Las Vegas police 
arrested Roller three times, including an arrest 
for possession of a stolen vehicle. In July 2010, 
Rawson-Neal bused Roller back to Sacramento, 
and the list of arrests continued to grow. In 
January 2011, he was arrested for allegedly as-
saulting a police officer. He was also charged 
with two counts of resisting a police officer. 

The next month, he was found dead in the 
American River. 

“He may have tried to kill himself,” said his 
former wife, Patricia Roller. “I guess we will 
never know.”

Renée C. Byer rbyer@sacbee.com

Marc Berrier, 37, right, approaches a homeless man to offer coffee and doughnuts during the Union Gospel 
Mission’s Morning Watch program. Berrier was among the Rawson-Neal psychiatric hospital patients who were 
sent on one-way bus trips with medication and a supply of protein supplement.



Vegas is an international destination. They say 
many visitors and transplants who suffer mental 
breakdowns welcome the offer of free travel vouch-
ers to return to a community where they have a 
stronger support system.

“The general purpose of the policy has always 
been to help people with transportation back to 
their home community, or community of choice, 
where they have family, employment and/or men-
tal health support,” Mary Woods, a spokeswoman 
for the Nevada Department of Health and Human 
Services, said in a written response to The Bee.

“Transportation vouchers provided may or may 
not be used by a client,” Woods said. “The client 
makes the choice to take the bus trip they request-
ed.”

Woods also noted that the state has launched 
multiple internal reviews and has revamped poli-
cies and procedures at Rawson-Neal since The Bee 
first reported on the busing policy.

“Those investigations resulted in termination 
of staff, strengthening of policies, and implementa-
tion of corrective action plans including increased 
scrutiny and oversight in our discharge practices, 
as well as the requirement for an accompanied 
chaperone,” Woods said. 

“We take all allegations of improper treatment 
or discharge very seriously,” she said, “and will fur-
ther evaluate if additional policies, procedures and/
or laws need to be revised or created.” 

Woods said the hospital does not routinely do 
criminal background checks on patients, but will 
notify a law enforcement agency about a pending 
discharge if that agency has requested such infor-
mation.

But Nevada state health officials have also ac-
knowledged that they do not routinely follow up to 
see what happens to patients after they are bused 
to other cities or whether they arrived safely.

Busing patients out of town without properly 
treating their illness and arranging for future care 
is a prescription for disaster on many levels, said 
Dr. Jeffrey Geller, director of public sector psy-

chiatry at the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School.

“Increased incidence of petty crime and serious 
crime,” Geller said, listing the possible consequenc-
es to the communities that receive mental patients 
who are unmoored to family and services.

“New jail and hospital occupants. Burdens to 
general hospital emergency departments, courts, 
sanitation departments and mayor’s office,” he said. 
For the patients, “there is further estrangement 
from any natural supports that might exist, and an 
increasing sense in the individual with mental ill-
ness of being unwanted and unworthy.”

Jaffe said he suspects Nevada’s busing policy 
was motivated by finances, not treatment protocol. 
Between 2009 and 2012, as Rawson-Neal bused 
patients out of state at a steadily increasing rate, 
Nevada cut spending on mental health services by 
28 percent to address state budget shortfalls.

“When they bus someone out of state, it’s one 
less person that they need to care for,” Jaffe said. 
“Any time the mental health system turns someone 
over to the criminal justice system, it’s a victory for 
them” financially, Jaffe said.

Nevada officials, acknowledging that budget 
cuts have taken a toll, have targeted $30 million in 
additional funding for state mental health services, 
boosting outpatient programs aimed at treating 
mentally ill people in the community and steering 
them away from emergency rooms.

The state is remodeling a closed building on 
Rawson-Neal’s campus that will serve as a satellite 
facility to Lake’s Crossing in Reno, the state’s only 
mental hospital for criminals. Rawson-Neal has 
been given additional state funding, and is poised 
to hire more staff.

In addition, the state has increased the number 
of beds available for inpatient care; established jail 
re-entry programs; and introduced home visiting 
programs for mentally ill patients, their families 
and the community. 

“The Legislature and the governor have re-
sponded,” said Clark County Public Defender 

Marc Berrier, a 
former patient 
at Rawson-Neal 
Psychiatric 
Hospital in Las 
Vegas, listens during 
an Alpha meeting 
at Westminster 
Chapel in Bellevue, 
Wash. His fingers 
are tattooed to spell 
LUCK.

Renée C. Byer  
rbyer@sacbee.com



Rawson-Neal’s busing policies came to light 
early this year, when The Sacramento Bee 
published the story of a man the psychiat-

ric hospital shipped to Sacramento even though 
he had no ties to the capital city.

James Flavy Coy Brown, who suffers from 
schizophrenia, had been living homeless in Las 
Vegas for years when he ended up at Rawson-
Neal with symptoms of psychosis. After 72 hours, 
he later told The Bee, a doctor there told him he 
might enjoy “sunny California” and discharged 
him to the Las Vegas Greyhound station with a 
few bottles of Ensure and medication for the bus 
ride.

Following a 15-hour bus ride, Brown arrived 
in Sacramento carrying his bus schedule and 
discharge papers from Southern Nevada Adult 
Mental Health Services, the hospital’s umbrella 
agency. Brown said hospital staffers had told him 
to dial 911 when he arrived.

Instead, Brown walked to a police station. 
He spent time in the UC Davis Medical Center 
emergency room, a private psychiatric hospital 
and two boarding homes in the Sacramento area 
before his daughter, alerted to his plight when 
The Bee contacted her,  took him home to North 
Carolina.

Nevada health officials said Brown’s case was 
an anomaly. But, after reviewing all bus receipts 
purchased for patients by Nevada’s mental health 
system over a five-year period, The Bee found 
that he was one of about 1,500 psychiatric pa-
tients that Rawson-Neal bused out of southern 
Nevada via Greyhound between July 2008 and 
April of this year. About 500 patients were sent 
to California.

The names of the patients transported out of 
state were blacked out of busing records by Ne-
vada officials for patient privacy reasons. But The 
Bee tracked down eight former patients or their 
relatives, and in June published a report that 

found, in most of those cases, Rawson-Neal has 
bused patients without firm plans for treatment 
or housing, and in some cases to cities where the 
patients had no personal ties.

Recently the newspaper obtained the un-
redacted busing records for more than 1,000 
patients transported from Rawson-Neal over the 
past three years and attempted to find out how 
many were facing criminal charges at the time 
they were bused, or committed crimes after ar-
riving at their destinations.

The bus receipts identifying the patients 
contained their first and last names and the 
date they were bused - but not their birth dates 
- which made it difficult to establish specific 
identities.

For roughly 325 patients sent to California, 
The Bee ran the patient names through official 
court records held across the state, both online 
and in person. Outside California, the newspa-
per conducted a search of names against online 
crime indexes in communities where specific 
patients were bused. The Bee also ran all 1,000 
patient names through criminal court records 
systems in Las Vegas.

The analyses turned up dozens of apparent 
matches, both in California and nationwide, be-
tween the names of patients bused to a given city 
and the names of people arrested or convicted 
in that city after the busing date. It turned up 
dozens more apparent matches between patients 
who were bused and the names of suspects fac-
ing criminal charges in Las Vegas at the time of 
the bus trip. Many of the names were uncom-
mon, indicating a high probability the matches 
were accurate, but additional reporting was 
needed for confirmation. 

The Bee confirmed the case histories and 
identities of the people named in this story 
through interviews with the former patients, 
their relatives or, in one case, media reports.

Christy Craig, who has represented mentally ill 
people charged with crimes.

“The effects locally have been akin to an atomic 
bomb going off,” she said of the national media at-
tention over the busing policy. “We have been ask-
ing for some of these things for 20 years, and shin-
ing a light on the issue worked. It really worked.”

Sheila Leslie, a former Nevada state senator 
who coordinates Washoe County’s mental health 
and other specialty courts, remains skeptical. 
Leslie said the actions taken so far are not enough 
to repair a broken mental health system that has 
been ravaged by budget cuts during the past nine 
years.

“The whole situation has been a great wake-up 
call to state staff, legislators and the governor,” she 
said. But, she added “clearly, it’s not enough.”

Nevada’s support system for mentally ill peo-
ple, including housing and outpatient treatment 
centers for those released from the state hospital, 
remains dangerously frayed, she said. As a result, 
Leslie said, Rawson-Neal continues to be a revolv-
ing door for patients unable to get meaningful help 
to turn around their lives.

“We’re failing ourselves,” said Leslie.
Nevada continues to grapple on several fronts 

with the consequences of its controversial busing 
policy. In July, following an investigation by the 
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Joint Commission, Rawson-Neal lost its coveted 
accreditation. It remains under investigation by 
the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices, which has threatened to pull the hospital’s 
Medicare funding. 

In September, San Francisco City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera filed a lawsuit seeking class-
action status against Nevada, accusing its lead-
ers of essentially outsourcing mental patients 
to other states to avoid having to pay for their 
treatment and housing. The suit demands 
reimbursement for the public costs San Fran-
cisco and other California cities have incurred in 
caring for Rawson-Neal patients transported to 
their communities without arranging for ser-
vices. 

Sacramento attorney Mark Merin also has 
filed suit, accusing the hospital of violating the 
constitutional rights of indigent patients.

Herrera said Nevada must be held account-
able for what happened to the patients under its 
care and the communities that received them.

“In my opinion, they certainly are respon-
sible morally for their failure to look after very 
vulnerable patients who they knew were unable 
to take care of themselves,” Herrera said. “Then 
they tried to shift the financial burden to other 
jurisdictions. It’s a terrible thing on two levels.”

Call The Bee’s Cynthia Hubert, (916) 321-1082. 
Follow her on Twitter @Cynthia_Hubert. Bee re-
searcher Pete Basofin contributed to this report. 


