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ST. LOUIS—Federal officials have been cleaning up dozens 
of properties here tainted by radioactive waste from nuclear 
weapons-related work done decades ago. Jenell Wright and 
her friends think the problem goes further than the govern-
ment has acknowledged.

The 43-year-old Ms. Wright grew up in a suburban neigh-
borhood here near the federal cleanup area, where piles of 
radioactive material were stored in the open. She and others 
who lived there believe their neighborhood was contaminat-
ed by radioactive waste and that it caused an unusually large 
number of cancer cases and other maladies.

A Facebook page they started has attracted 8,000 mem-
bers and gathered more than 3,000 reports of illness. “Can-
cers in my age group have gone crazy in the past three years 
or so,” said Ms. Wright, a professional musician and former 
financial executive who now lives just across the Mississippi 
River in Illinois. Ms. Wright points to what she has learned 
from people in the old neighborhood, as well as the reports 
on the Facebook page. She and her allies want a comprehen-
sive health study done, along with a thorough search for any 
radioactive contamination in the neighborhood.

Earlier this year, the Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services released a study of local residents saying it 
was unlikely any increased cancer risk came from local radi-
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ation. Ms. Wright says many of the people who have reported 
health problems no longer lived in the area during the period 
covered by the state study and thus weren’t counted. While 
defending the study, state officials acknowledge it was lim-
ited by available cancer and population data.

Ms. Wright’s group has been in touch with federal health 
officials at an agency of the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. An agency spokeswoman said officials “re-
main interested in reviewing the data” being put together by 
the citizens’ group from the health complaints sent in to the 
Facebook page.

The Army Corps of Engineers, which is handling the nu-
clear cleanup work in the area, is checking for contamination 
in parts of Ms. Wright’s old neighborhood near Coldwater 
Creek, which runs through the area and sometimes floods.

Sharon Cotner, the Corps’ manager for nuclear cleanup 
work here, said it was “amazing” that piles of radioactive 
material were allowed to sit outside for years. “It’s not some-
thing anyone would do today,” she said.
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