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LAKE-EFFECT STORM

N E W S  S T A F F  R E P O R T S 

Western New Yorkers  
prove yet again their resilience 

when it’s stormiest

Derek Gee/Buffalo News

Firefighters from West End Hose Company in Depew help a stuck motorist on Transit Road near George Urban Boulevard 
during Tuesday’s onslaught of lake-effect snow in the village.
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The weather outside sure was frightful Tuesday, 
but all over the region, Western New Yorkers – and 
some unsuspecting guests – figured out how to 
make the best of it.

From good Samaritans to hot chocolate and ba-
bushkas, the City of Good Neighbors proved once 
again that it can weather even the stormiest condi-
tions.

Here are some glimpses from across the region:

The best assignment
Western New Yorkers may shiver and groan at the 

thought of another season of lake-effect poundings.
But at least one group never grows weary of a 

good Northern storm – the Weather Channel meteo-
rologists.

The Weather Channel set up for production Tues-
day morning at the Main-Buffalo roundabout in 
Hamburg.

“This impresses us,” Weather Channel meteorolo-
gist Mike Bettes said of the snowstorm that pelted 
the Southtowns.

Lake-effect snow is something the Weather Chan-
nel’s on-air staff relishes covering, Bettes said, even 
leading to spirited debates about who gets the as-
signment. In fact, the region’s Snow Belt towns are 
part of the everyday vernacular at the Atlanta-based 
Weather Channel.

“Maybe not to the rest of the country, but among 
us meteorology nerds, yes,” Bettes said between live 
segments. “We know all of the typical lake-effect 
places.”

Bettes, who was considering switching from a 
winter hat to a babushka for his live update around 
9 a.m., said the snowstorms make for great visuals 
and contrast the coverage of other forms of severe 
weather because everyday life goes on in snow.

And there are a few other perks. Namely star-
struck onlookers who come bearing gifts of coffee 
and hot chocolate.

“I know there is a lot to be said for Southern hospi-
tality,” Bettes said, “but I think people that live here 
and in the Midwest, they are the real deal.”

– Geoff Nason and Brian Connolly

. . .
A truly good neighbor

Dan Carpenter has had a great season kicking 
field goals for the Buffalo Bills.

But that’s not why Roy Noble called The Buffalo 
News’ sports department about Carpenter on Tues-
day afternoon.

Noble, 88, is Carpenter’s next-door neighbor in 

Orchard Park’s Brompton Heights neighborhood, 
and he wanted to let someone know how Carpen-
ter helped out Noble and his wife during Tuesday’s 
storm.

“The drifts in front were a peak of 5 feet high,” 
Noble said.

Noble’s wife, Lorraine, 87, noticed Carpenter as-
sessing the snow outside his own home.

Noble said Carpenter shoveled himself a path as 
he headed over. “He had to cut through the snow 
from his driveway just to get to our front door … and 
he only had a small snow shovel.”

Noble was very thankful that Carpenter shoveled 
out his front and cleared his furnace’s horizontal 
vent. “He checked it out and made sure it was clear,” 
Noble said. “He’s going to check on it again whenever 
he checks his.”

The Nobles, who will be married for 69 years next 
March, are lifelong Western New Yorkers who have 
lived in Hamburg and Cheektowaga. They have 
been in Brompton Heights since April. They feel they 
ended up with pretty nice neighbors.

– Keith McShea
. . .

Open for business
Two feet of snow are cause for most businesses to 

close.
For Joel Best, owner of the Now Pizzeria in Ham-

burg, it is a reason to open early.
Normally open at 11 a.m., Best had the “Open” 

sign lit up at 10 a.m. Tuesday, even as the South-
towns endured an intense pummeling of snow.

The neon sign was a beacon of light in an other-
wise ghost town in the Village of Hamburg.

Best puts on the sign early, wanting to make sure 
those nearby are aware he is open. He did a lot of 
business during one of Western New York’s blizzards 
last year, filling orders of 20 subs or multiple pizzas 
for the many maintenance workers or firefighters 
and police officers busy during the storm.

“I started shoveling the front walk but figured I 
would come inside and get things going,” Best said. 
“When some younger staff comes in later they can 
handle the shoveling.”

– Geoff Nason and Brian Connolly
. . .

Coach Marrone gains yardage
Bills coach Doug Marrone gained some  

unexpected yardage in South Buffalo on Tuesday,  
helping a hastily assembled team of good Samari-
tans push free a snowbound car blocking the center 
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of Abbott Road.
A nurse believed to be headed to nearby Mercy 

Hospital found herself stuck at about 3 p.m. when 
Marrone stepped from his SUV, quickly attract-
ing others willing to lend a hand in the midst of the 
snowstorm.

“Let a young man do this,” Marrone jokingly said 
to one of the older do-gooders.

Simultaneously rocking and raising the low-
sitting car, the 50-year-old Marrone and company 
managed to shove the vehicle’s undercarriage from 
the hard-packed snow that had marooned it.

And what was Marrone doing in the drifts of 
South Buffalo?

“I’m on my way to the stadium.”
Marrone continued to score points by signing a 

few autographs before resuming his quest to make it 
to Ralph Wilson Stadium in Orchard Park.

– Lou Michel

. . .

An angel of mercy
The contrast between weather conditions down-

town and in South Buffalo was so stark that John 
Little thought he actually had a chance of getting 
home from work without much trouble.

Little, who works at General Mills and lives on 
Spaulding Street near South Park Avenue, left work 
at 6:30 a.m. Tuesday.

“It looked like a regular 6-inch snowfall,” he said.
Within a few miles, he was stuck on the side of the 

road at the intersection of Hopkins and Tifft streets.
Little abandoned his car and walked a few 

blocks down Hopkins, looking for streets that had 
some ruts that would make walking through the 
snow easier. Once he reached Houston Street, just 
two blocks from his home, his clothes were frozen 
and snow-covered, and he was tired from wading 
through more than 3 feet of snow.

“I just decided to knock on the door at 34 Hous-
ton,” Little said. “An angel of mercy was there.”

He asked the woman who answered the door if he 

Derek Gee/Buffalo News

Snowfall in Depew was 3ø feet and counting Tuesday as George Urban Boulevard resident Wayne Manning used a blower 
to clear his driveway while the village was reeling from the impact of a ferocious lake-effect storm.
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could warm up on her front porch, but she took him 
inside, dried his socks and jacket, gave him tea and 
spinach pie, and placed a small heater next to him to 
warm him up.

More than four hours after leaving work, Little ar-
rived at his wife’s grandmother’s home.

– Bruce Andriatch
. . .

A heavy lift
So you think pushing your car out of a snow drift 

will make you sore?
Just imagine how Washington Lewis and several 

others feel after freeing an NFTA bus with shovels 
and their muscles.

The bus on the Fillmore 23 route got caught in a 
snow bank on Bailey Avenue near South Park Ave-
nue in South Buffalo.

Lewis, the bus driver, got some help from an 
NFTA police officer, a couple of passengers and some 
men from the neighborhood. They started shoveling 
snow at about 6:50 a.m. to free the bus.

After an hour and a half digging, they started to 
push. The bus was free by about 9 a.m.

“These guys are fantastic. I was stuck in a snow-
bank, and they all helped,” Lewis said of the others.

“It’s the first time I ever pushed a bus out of a 
snowbank,” said NFTA Police Officer Nick Nesci. 
“We beat out the tow truck.”

Lewis gave away several Metro passes as thank-
yous for those who assisted.

– Lou Michel
. . .

Can’t keep on truckin’
With travel bans in effect all over the county, and 

the Thruway closed to traffic, truck drivers were giv-
en pretty much one option – wait out the weather.

Some of them hunkered down at Jim’s Truck Pla-
za in Cheektowaga, chatting with one another, play-
ing games and watching movies on their laptops, 
while occasionally checking weather forecasts to see 
when they could get back on the road.

“This weather is a little foreign to me,” said Tom 
Ackley, who had reached Buffalo from San Diego, en 
route to Gasport with household goods and furni-
ture. “I’m just 20 miles away, and I can’t even get out 
of the back here.”

Brian Grissinger of Claremont, Fla., expected 
to have unloaded his cargo in New Hampshire by 
mid-morning, instead of watching blowing bands of 
snow across the street from the Walden Galleria. He 

had been off the road since 8 p.m. Monday.
“This seems to happen every time I head up 

north,” he said in a southern drawl.
There was an upside, though, Grissinger said.
“I enjoy this. A little time off, sit around,” he said. 

“They don’t want you out there if it’s really bad.”
– Mark Sommer

. . .
Rescue mission

Eight immigrants from Burma and Thailand 
probably weren’t expecting the weather that dogged 
the area Tuesday.

They became stranded while trying to make it 
home after their shift at a metal shredding and recy-
cling facility. They started work at 4 a.m.

“We all came here from a refugee camp in Thai-
land between three and five years ago,” said Sella 
Myint. “We put in a good day’s work, and when we 
left, we couldn’t drive our cars.”

After receiving a call from one of them, Doug 
Wheeler, a fellow Buffalo Karen Baptist Church 
member, went looking for them in the streets of 
South Buffalo.

He found them near Bailey Avenue and McKin-
ley Parkway. They piled into his SUV at about 9 a.m. 
and arrived at their West Side homes around noon.

They were not dressed for such a storm.
“They were stranded,” Wheeler told The News as 

he prepared to drive them home. “Their cars were 
piled in with snow. I’m going to take them back to 
the West Side to their homes.”

– Lou Michel
. . .

Excused absence
Miranda Hensen had no idea what she was head-

ing into when she left her home in Tonawanda early 
Tuesday and headed southeast for her job at Target.

“I was supposed to be at work at 4 a.m.,” she said. 
“The Thruway was OK, it only got bad at the Wil-
liam Street exit.”

That’s where her Jeep got stuck at William Street 
and Union Road, but with help from her boyfriend, 
she was able to get going again. They didn’t get far.

“We’ve been stuck on Losson Road for four hours,” 
Hensen said. “We were in the Jeep so long we ran out 
of gas.”

Residents were coming out, but only to try to dig 
their way out of their own driveways, she said, and 
they couldn’t tow the Jeep because there was so 
much snow.
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Finally, the two were able to get to the home of 
someone she knows – her boss.

Needless to say, she was absolved for not making 
it to work that morning.

– Melinda Miller
. . .

A close call
Residents who live on the shore of Lake Ontario 

are used to seeing giant oil freighters traveling way 
out in shipping lanes.

But not 100 yards from shore.
Reports came in Tuesday that a freighter got 

within a 100 yards of shore between Olcott Harbor 
and Golden Hill State Park in Barker.

Despite concerns the ship may have run aground, 
the Coast Guard reported around 11 a.m. that the 
freighter was not in any distress and was moving 
under its own power close to shore. The water in 
that area is deep enough for the freighter to main-
tain itself.

“We do not know definitely of why it came so 
close,” said a Coast Guard spokesman. “At this point, 
the weather is not an issue (on Lake Ontario), but we 
are experiencing some heavy winds.”

– Nancy A. Fischer




