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To the Judges:

In the words of the local sheriff, the situation was “chaotic, rapidly unfolding and 
convoluted.” 

A gunman had opened fire on the streets near the campus of UC Santa Barbara. Officials 
were urging people to stay indoors. Little else was known.

In the middle of the night, The Times dispatched reporters to the crime scene more than 
90 minutes away. What followed was vivid, comprehensive coverage of a rampage that 
stunned an idyllic coastal campus. 

A Times reporter interviewed an eyewitness: Four were dead, including the gunman. By 
dawn, three additional bodies had been discovered. As the sun rose, the reporting became 
rapid-fire: Authorities believed the attack was premeditated. In a YouTube video taped 
before the carnage, the killer detailed his murderous plans with an eerie calm.

The Times metro staff conveyed the facts with speed and accuracy, publishing more than 
two dozen updates in the first 24 hours. The paper’s coverage was notable for its nuance, 
detail and compassion that allowed the public to see the crime from the perspective of 
victims, the shooter and their families.

Readers received updates via social media, breaking news alerts and a dynamic homepage 
that laid out the full scope of the tragedy.

Later in the day, a deeper story captured the confusion and horror: “At first, when it 
began, it was lost to the soundtrack of another Friday night in this bluff-top college town: 
screeching tires and what sounded like fireworks.

“But then — shattered glass. Sirens. Screams.”

A story the following day described how the mother and father of a missing freshman 
confirmed their worst fears by following the signal of their daughter’s cellphone.

“They pulled away and drove to the spot on Embarcadero del Norte: a house cordoned off 
with crime scene tape. 

“They did not scream. They did not cry. They sat in silent shock.”

The Times scoured materials left behind by the troubled killer. As many laid blame on law 
enforcement and the man’s relatives for not preventing the shooting, The Times revealed 
how his mother repeatedly sought help for him and explained the limits of mental health laws.

The system, The Times wrote, “is imperfect, by design — a teeter-totter that weighs 
patients’ civil liberties against public safety. [The shooter] existed in the middle, on the 
fulcrum, simmering and disturbed, just beyond arm’s reach.” 

The ultimate question: Could someone have stepped in earlier? 

Times reporters talked to the man’s acquaintances, law enforcement officials and mental 
health professionals to get the most complete picture of this troubled man. Their answer? 



Before that night, all that was known about the 22-year-old college student was that he was 
terribly sad. 

The Times’ coverage of the Isla Vista massacre conveyed the news with immediacy and 
made it understandable. We are proud to nominate this work for the Pulitzer Prize for 
Breaking News.

Sincerely,


