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Late Edition
Today, clouds and sun, a shower or
thunderstorm, high 85. Tonight,
clear to partly cloudy, low 63. To-
morrow, partly sunny, less humid,
high 79. Weather map, Page D8.

$2.50

By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-
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Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-

War Horror at Your Fingertips,
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The abduction of a Sunni politician and
his bodyguards in Baghdad played out
like a gangster movie. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL 

Gangland Tactic in Iraq Politics

The freewheeling online community
Reddit is trying to capitalize on its popu-
larity without driving away the 114 mil-
lion monthly users who value the pri-
vacy it currently provides. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-6

A Cautious Growth Strategy 
House and Senate negotiators are said
to have agreed on changes to the Veter-
ans Affairs health care system. PAGE A10

NATIONAL A8-10

Agreement on Fixing the V.A.

“The Honorable Woman,” on Sundance,
doesn’t shy away from the hot-button is-
sues in a war-torn region. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-7

A Mini-Series and the Mideast

Paul Krugman PAGE A17

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A16-17
Vincenzo Nibali became the first Italian
in 16 years to capture the title. PAGE D5

SPORTSMONDAY D1-8

Italian Wins Tour de France

A Times Square Spider-Man was jailed
after a scuffle with an officer. PAGE A12

NEW YORK A11-15

Minnie Mouse Was a Witness
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY

Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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KOLO BENGOU, Guinea

E iGht youths, some armed with sling-
shots and machetes, stood warily along-
side a rutted dirt road at an opening in 

the high reeds, the path to the village of Kolo 
Bengou. the deadly Ebola virus is believed to 
have infected several people in the village, and 
the youths were blocking the path to prevent 
health workers from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,” said their 
leader, Faya iroundouno, 17, president of Kolo 
Bengou’s youth league. “We don’t want any 

contact with anyone.” the others nodded in 
agreement and fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international aid group 
Doctors Without Borders, Mr. iroundouno con-
tinued, “Wherever those people have passed, 
the communities have been hit by illness.”

health workers here say they are now bat-
tling two enemies: the unprecedented Ebola 
epidemic, which has killed more than 660 peo-
ple in four countries since it was first detected 
in March, and fear, which has produced grow-
ing hostility toward outside help. On Friday 
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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Minnie Mouse Was a Witness
With militias fighting for control of the
airport in Tripoli and the American Em-
bassy evacuating its staff, Libya is com-
ing undone. Libyans now are left to won-
der whether there is anyone able to bro-
ker the endless disputes. PAGE A5
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY

Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.

Continued on Page A7

By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache

Continued on Page A9
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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like a gangster movie. PAGE A4
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With militias fighting for control of the
airport in Tripoli and the American Em-
bassy evacuating its staff, Libya is com-
ing undone. Libyans now are left to won-
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
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vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY

Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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Today, clouds and sun, a shower or
thunderstorm, high 85. Tonight,
clear to partly cloudy, low 63. To-
morrow, partly sunny, less humid,
high 79. Weather map, Page D8.
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 
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See Reasons to Hold
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache

Continued on Page A9

PREGNANCY FOR PAY

Crossing a Border

BENJAMIN NORMAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Rebecca Hoke of the choir the Crossing joined 80 other performers in a new work by John Lu-
ther Adams in and around the Paul Milstein Pool and Terrace at Lincoln Center. Page C1.

Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-

War Horror at Your Fingertips,
Fast and Straight From the Gut
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
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vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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Today, clouds and sun, a shower or
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morrow, partly sunny, less humid,
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-
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Dictates a Nonstop
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By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-
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Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.
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By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-

War Horror at Your Fingertips,
Fast and Straight From the Gut
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Reddit is trying to capitalize on its popu-
larity without driving away the 114 mil-
lion monthly users who value the pri-
vacy it currently provides. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-6
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Post-Revolt Libya Is Torn 
Cooperstown, N.Y., silent a year ago,
hosted an outpouring of support as the
Baseball Hall of Fame inducted a group
including Joe Torre, above, and three
Braves greats: Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Manager Bobby Cox. PAGE D1
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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Late Edition
Today, clouds and sun, a shower or
thunderstorm, high 85. Tonight,
clear to partly cloudy, low 63. To-
morrow, partly sunny, less humid,
high 79. Weather map, Page D8.

$2.50

By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — An explo-
sion of spending on political ad-
vertising on television — set to
break $2 billion in congressional
races, with overall spots up near-
ly 70 percent since the 2010 mid-
term election — is accelerating
the rise of moneyed interests and
wresting control from the candi-
dates’ own efforts to reach vot-
ers. 

In the first full midterm cycle
where outside groups have devel-
oped a sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, the consequences are al-
ready becoming apparent: a
harshly negative tone dictated by
the groups and a nearly nonstop
campaign season that could
cause voters to tune out before
Election Day.

“They have become a shadow
party that’s effectively impossi-
ble to dislodge, and they will
shape, if not control, the dialogue
in key races and therefore na-
tionally,” said Sheila Krumholz,
the executive director for the
Center for Responsive Politics.
“All of this sets the stage for
2016.”

The phenomenon, which is
playing out in races across the
country, is particularly pro-
nounced in several competitive
Senate contests — in places like
Alaska, Colorado and North Caro-
lina, among others. In the Senate
races alone, the number of politi-
cal television spots from outside
groups is nearly six times as
much as it was at the same point
in the 2010 cycle. In fact, more po-
litical ads from outside groups
have already aired during the rel-
atively slow summer period of
the 2014 Senate contests —
roughly 150,000 spots through
mid-July — than ran throughout
the entire 2010 Senate elections. 

The totals are based on a New
York Times analysis of data
through mid-July provided by
Kantar Media/CMAG, which
tracks political advertising. 

Spending from outside groups
has been on a swift ascent since
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision in 2010, in which
it ruled that the First Amend-
ment prohibited the government
from restricting political inde-
pendent expenditures by corpo-
rations and other groups. There
are no indications that this trajec-
tory will change. The impact can
be especially magnified during
midterm elections because out-
side groups are not distracted by
a presidential race and can allo-
cate even greater resources to
single congressional contests. In
many cases, candidates in indi-

OUTSIDE MONEY
DRIVES A DELUGE
OF POLITICAL ADS

A HARSH, NEGATIVE TONE

Lavish Spending on TV
Dictates a Nonstop
Campaign Season

Continued on Page A10

By ADAM NOSSITER

KOLO BENGOU, Guinea —
Eight youths, some armed with
slingshots and machetes, stood
warily alongside a rutted dirt
road at an opening in the high
reeds, the path to the village of
Kolo Bengou. The deadly Ebola
virus is believed to have infected
several people in the village, and
the youths were blocking the
path to prevent health workers
from entering.

“We don’t want any visitors,”
said their leader, Faya Iroundou-
no, 17, president of Kolo Bengou’s
youth league. “We don’t want
any contact with anyone.” The
others nodded in agreement and
fiddled with their slingshots.

Singling out the international
aid group Doctors Without Bor-
ders, Mr. Iroundouno continued,
“Wherever those people have
passed, the communities have
been hit by illness.”

Health workers here say they
are now battling two enemies:
the unprecedented Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed more
than 660 people in four countries
since it was first detected in
March, and fear, which has pro-

Fear of Ebola
Breeds aTerror

Of Physicians

SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Doctors Without Borders workers disinfecting equipment this month in Teldou, Guinea, that had been contaminated with Ebola.

Continued on Page A7

By TAMAR LEWIN

CANCÚN, Mexico — Rudy
Rupak, the founder of Planet
Hospital, a medical tourism com-
pany based in California, was
never shy about self-promotion.
Over the last decade he has held
forth about how his company has
helped Americans head overseas
for affordable tummy tucks and
hip replacements. And after he
expanded his business to include
surrogacy in India for Western
couples grappling with infertility
— and then in Thailand, and last
year, Mexico — he increasingly
took credit for the global spread
of surrogacy.

But now Mr. Rupak is in invol-
untary bankruptcy proceedings,
under investigation by the F.B.I.
and being pursued by dozens of

furious clients from around the
world who accuse him of taking
their money and dashing their
dreams of starting a family.

The practice of paying a wom-
an to have an embryo transferred
to her womb and bear the child
for someone else, known as ges-
tational surrogacy, has been
growing steadily over the last
decade although it remains ille-
gal in most countries.

Where it is permitted, as in
parts of Mexico, businesses like
Mr. Rupak’s — many reputable,
some not — have flourished by
serving as intermediaries con-
necting clients with egg donors,
in vitro fertilization clinics and

surrogates. Those able to pay
more than $100,000 for services
often turn to an American agency
in a state where surrogacy is le-
gal and fairly widely practiced.
Those with less money often go
to India or to Mexico through
agencies like Planet Hospital that
advertise heavily and charge less
than half the American price.

Jonathan C. Dailey, a lawyer in
Washington, wired Planet Hospi-
tal $37,000 in December 2013, the
first installment on a contract for
a single mother in Mexico to car-
ry his child. He and his fiancée
flew to Cancún to leave a sperm
deposit at the clinic that would
create the embryo and to visit the
downtown house where their sur-
rogate would live while pregnant.
They picked a “premium” egg do-

A Surrogacy Agency That Delivered Heartache
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Knee Deep in New Music

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER

Literature, Ezra Pound once
said, is news that stays news.
And for America’s state poets
laureate, the news cycle has been
churning since earlier this
month, when Valerie Macon,
North Carolina’s newly appoint-
ed laureate, resigned abruptly af-

ter an outcry from several of her
predecessors.

To the former laureates and
other detractors, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s choice of Ms. Macon — a
state disability examiner with
two self-published books to her
credit — was an outrageous end
run around the selection process,
if not a cynical prelude to abolish-
ing the position altogether. To the

governor, who chose Ms. Macon
without the usual advice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, crit-
ics of his choice were elitists full
of “hostility and condescension.”

For the broader world of peo-
ple who read poetry — and many
who don’t — the brouhaha was a
chance to ask a more basic ques-
tion: Just who are America’s
state poets laureate, and what do

they do anyway?
States have official birds, rocks

and trees. Increasingly, they also
have official poets. According to a
list maintained by the Library of
Congress, 44 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have poet laure-
ate or writer in residence posi-
tions, with a number dating only
from the last two decades or so. 

Is Poetry Dead? Not if 45 Official Laureates Are Any Indication

Continued on Page A3

Virginia, once proud of its staid
politics of civility, consensus and
relatively clean government, is
now a center of political melodra-
ma. Page A8.

Virginia Melodrama

My social media feed has taken
a bloody turn in the last few
weeks, and I’m hardly alone.
Along with the usual Twitter

wisecracking and
comments on incre-
mental news, I have
seen bodies scattered
across fields and hos-
pitals in Ukraine and
Gaza. I have read

posts from reporters who felt
threatened, horrified and revolt-
ed.

Geopolitics and the ubiquity of
social media have made the
world a smaller, seemingly gorier
place. If Vietnam brought war
into the living room, the last few
weeks have put it at our finger-
tips. On our phones, news alerts
full of body counts bubble into
our inbox, Facebook feeds are
populated by appeals for help or
action on behalf of victims, while
Twitter boils with up-to-the-sec-

ond reporting, some by profes-
sionals and some by citizens,
from scenes of disaster and cha-
os. 

For most of recorded history,
we have witnessed war in the
rearview mirror. It took weeks
and sometimes months for Math-
ew Brady’s, and his associates’,
photos of the bloody conse-
quences of Antietam to reach the
public. And while the invention of
the telegraph might have let the
public know what side was in as-
cent, images that brought a re-
mote war home frequently
lagged. 

Then came radio reports in
World War II, with the sounds of
bombs in the background, closing
the distance between men who
fought wars and those for whom
they were fighting. Vietnam was
the first war to leak into many
American living rooms, albeit de-
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Braves Rule in Cooperstown

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON — After failing
to win a deal to end fighting in
Gaza last week, Secretary of
State John Kerry is trying to sal-
vage Plan B: a succession of tem-
porary cease-fires that he hopes
might yet open the door to Israeli
and Palestinian negotiations for a
long-term solution.

On Sunday, however, Mr. Kerry
was having difficulty accomplish-
ing even that, despite a phone
call in which President Obama, in
a sign of mounting impa-
tience, urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
to embrace an “immediate, un-
conditional humanitarian cease-
fire” while the two sides pursued
a more lasting agreement. 

Part of the reason the diplo-
matic effort has faced such an up-
hill struggle is far-reaching
changes on both sides since the
last Gaza cease-fire in 2012. Israel
and Hamas seem to be dug in this
time, with Israeli officials appear-
ing dismissive of Mr. Kerry’s
push for a weeklong cease-fire in
a way that few American secre-
taries of state have faced. 

Hamas is holding out for a
commitment to open major bor-
der crossings and ease the em-
bargo after failing to get the
benefits it had anticipated after
the cease-fire two years ago.
[Page A6.]

Israel, after encountering a
more formidable Hamas tunnel
network than it had expected and
being struck by longer-range
missiles than ever, is determined
not to stop until it has neutralized
much of the threat. 

The challenge of reconciling
the seemingly irreconcilable is all
the more difficult because there
is no party that is in a position to
mediate directly between Hamas
and Israel. The United States
does not deal directly with Ha-
mas. And the countries with the
closest ties, Qatar and Turkey,
have fraught relations with
Egypt, whose cease-fire plan has
provided the broad framework
for Mr. Kerry’s efforts.

Robert Danin, a fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations and
a former State Department offi-
cial, said that while it was prema-
ture to write off Mr. Kerry’s 

EVEN GAZA TRUCE
IS HARD TO WIN,
KERRY IS FINDING

TROUBLED BACKUP PLAN 

Israel and Hamas Each
See Reasons to Hold

Off Cease-Fires
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alone, health authorities in Guinea confirmed 
14 new cases of the disease.

Workers and officials, blamed by panicked 
populations for spreading the virus, have been 
threatened with knives, stones and machetes, 
their vehicles sometimes surrounded by hostile 
mobs. Log barriers across narrow dirt roads 
block medical teams from reaching villages 
where the virus is suspected. Sick and dead vil-
lagers, cut off from help, are infecting others.

“this is very unusual, that we are not trust-
ed,” said Marc Poncin, the emergency coordina-
tor in Guinea for Doctors Without Borders, the 
main group fighting the disease here. “We’re 
not stopping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grinding to a halt 
because of “intimidation,” he said. People ap-
pear to have more confidence in witch doctors.

health officials say the epidemic is out of 
control, moving back and forth across the po-
rous borders of Guinea and neighboring Sierra 
Leone and Liberia — often on the backs of the 
cheap motorcycles that ply the roads of this re-

gion of green hills and dense forest — infiltrat-
ing the lively open-air markets, overwhelming 
weak health facilities and decimating villages.

it was in this rural area, 400 miles over bad 
roads from Guinea’s capital, Conakry, where 
the outbreak was first spotted, and where it 
has hit hardest. More than 80 percent of those 
infected have died in this region, and Guinea 
has recorded more than twice as many deaths 
as the other countries.

in Koundony, more than one-eighth of the 
population, including the headman, are dead; 
many others have fled.

there is no known cure for the virus, which 
causes raging fever, vomiting, diarrhea and un-
controlled bleeding in about half the cases and 
up to 90 percent of the time, rapid death. Merely 
touching an infected person, or the body of a 
victim, is dangerous; coming into contact with 
blood, vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers, principally from 
Doctors Without Borders and the Red Cross, is 
helping to spread the disease, health officials 
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.
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Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 

Admission
Of Tax Fraud
PrecedesTalks
In Catalonia
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.

GUINENEA

IVORY
COAST

SENEGAL

UGUINEA-BISSAU MALI

SIERRA
LEONE

Monrovia

Conakry

Freetown

Atlantic Ocean
o BengouKolo Be

LIBERIALIBERIA

The Ebola virus
as of July 24

Suspected cases

gSource: World Health Organization

W E S T  A F R I C A

Confirmed cases

200 200 MilesMiles

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Fear of Ebola Is Breeding a Terror of Physicians in West Africa
From Page A1

Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.
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Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 

Admission
Of Tax Fraud
PrecedesTalks
In Catalonia
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.
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Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 

Admission
Of Tax Fraud
PrecedesTalks
In Catalonia
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say, creating a secondary crisis.
Villagers flee at the sight of a Red 

Cross truck. When a Westerner pass-
es, villagers cry out, “Ebola, Ebola!” 
and run away.

this month, Doctors Without 
Borders classified 12 villages in Guin-
ea as “red,” meaning they might har-
bor Ebola but were inaccessible for 
safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epidemic 
seemed to be under control. But in the 
past two weeks, its center appeared to 
have shifted across the border to Sier-
ra Leone, where most of the new dead 
were being recorded. the sick are be-
ing hidden and the dead buried, with-
out any protection.

Last week, the Sierra Leone 
health Ministry reported that its lead 
doctor fighting Ebola had contracted 
the disease, and the virus had spread 
to a fourth country, with a confirmed 
fatality in Nigeria. Over the weekend, 
an aid organization working in Liberia, 
Samaritan’s Purse, said that two Amer-
icans, a doctor who was treating Ebola 
patients and an aid worker on a case 
management team, had tested positive 
for the virus. And the Liberian govern-
ment said Sunday that one of its most 
high-profile doctors had died of Ebola, 
according to the Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village of 
Wabengou, residents placed a tree in 
the road to block outsiders. they also 
attacked an official delegation from 
Conakry, rushing its cars, banging on 
the vehicles and brandishing machetes, 
according to Doctors Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there at 
all,” said Wabengou’s chief, Marcel Damba-
dounou. “We don’t accept their presence at 
all. they are the transporters of the virus in 
these communities.”

he was surrounded by grim-looking men 
from Wabengou, standing at a crossroads on 
the way to his village; none of them demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and that’s why 
we are avoiding contact with everybody,” he 
said, “the whole world.”

Doctors Without Borders has set up an 

emergency treatment center in the regional 
capital, Guéckédou, but a nurse there said the 
center had diminishing appeal.

“here, if the people come in, they don’t 
leave alive,” said the nurse, Fadima Diawara.

it may not help win confidence that the medi-
cal teams wear top-to-toe suits and masks, burn-
ing much of the outfit after helping a patient.

the wariness against outside intervention 
has deep roots. this part of Guinea, known as 
the Forest Region, where more than 200 people 
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.
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Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 

Admission
Of Tax Fraud
PrecedesTalks
In Catalonia
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duced growing hostility toward
outside help. On Friday alone,
health authorities in Guinea con-
firmed 14 new cases of the dis-
ease.

Workers and officials, blamed
by panicked populations for
spreading the virus, have been
threatened with knives, stones
and machetes, their vehicles
sometimes surrounded by hostile
mobs. Log barriers across nar-
row dirt roads block medical
teams from reaching villages
where the virus is suspected.
Sick and dead villagers, cut off
from help, are infecting others.

“This is very unusual, that we
are not trusted,” said Marc Pon-
cin, the emergency coordinator
in Guinea for Doctors Without
Borders, the main group fighting
the disease here. “We’re not stop-
ping the epidemic.”

Efforts to monitor it are grind-
ing to a halt because of “intimida-
tion,” he said. People appear to
have more confidence in witch
doctors.

Health officials say the epi-
demic is out of control, moving
back and forth across the porous
borders of Guinea and neighbor-
ing Sierra Leone and Liberia —
often on the backs of the cheap
motorcycles that ply the roads of
this region of green hills and
dense forest — infiltrating the
lively open-air markets, over-
whelming weak health facilities
and decimating villages.

It was in this rural area, 400
miles over bad roads from Guin-
ea’s capital, Conakry, where the
outbreak was first spotted, and
where it has hit hardest. More
than 80 percent of those infected
have died in this region, and
Guinea has recorded more than
twice as many deaths as the oth-
er countries.

In Koundony, more than one-
eighth of the population, includ-
ing the headman, are dead; many
others have fled.

There is no known cure for the
virus, which causes raging fever,
vomiting, diarrhea and uncon-
trolled bleeding in about half the
cases and up to 90 percent of the
time, rapid death. Merely touch-
ing an infected person, or the
body of a victim, is dangerous;
coming into contact with blood,
vomit or feces can be deadly.

Now the fear of aid workers,
principally from Doctors Without
Borders and the Red Cross, is
helping to spread the disease,
health officials say, creating a
secondary crisis.

Villagers flee at the sight of a
Red Cross truck. When a West-
erner passes, villagers cry out,
“Ebola, Ebola!” and run away.

This month, Doctors Without
Borders classified 12 villages in
Guinea as “red,” meaning they
might harbor Ebola but were in-
accessible for safety reasons.

As recently as April, the epi-
demic seemed to be under con-
trol. But in the past two weeks, its
center appeared to have shifted
across the border to Sierra Le-
one, where most of the new dead
were being recorded. The sick
are being hidden and the dead
buried, without any protection. 

Last week, the Sierra Leone
Health Ministry reported that its
lead doctor fighting Ebola had
contracted the disease, and the
virus had spread to a fourth
country, with a confirmed fatality
in Nigeria. Over the weekend, an

aid organization working in Li-
beria, Samaritan’s Purse, said
that two Americans, a doctor who
was treating Ebola patients and
an aid worker on a case manage-
ment team, had tested positive
for the virus. And the Liberian
government said Sunday that
one of its most high-profile doc-
tors had died of Ebola, according
to The Associated Press.

Back in Guinea, in the village
of Wabengou, residents placed a
tree in the road to block out-
siders. They also attacked an offi-
cial delegation from Conakry,
rushing its cars, banging on the
vehicles and brandishing ma-
chetes, according to Doctors
Without Borders.

“We don’t want them in there
at all,” said Wabengou’s chief,
Marcel Dambadounou. “We don’t
accept their presence at all. They
are the transporters of the virus
in these communities.”

He was surrounded by grim-
looking men from Wabengou,
standing at a crossroads on the
way to his village; none of them
demurred.

“We are absolutely afraid, and
that’s why we are avoiding con-
tact with everybody,” he said,
“the whole world.” 

Doctors Without Borders has
set up an emergency treatment
center in the regional capital,
Guéckédou, but a nurse there
said the center had diminishing
appeal.

“Here, if the people come in,
they don’t leave alive,” said the
nurse, Fadima Diawara.

It may not help win confidence
that the medical teams wear top-
to-toe suits and masks, burning
much of the outfit after helping a
patient.

The wariness against outside
intervention has deep roots. This
part of Guinea, known as the For-
est Region, where more than 200
people have already died of the
disease, is known for its strong
belief in traditional religion. The
dictator who ruled Guinea with

an iron fist for decades, Ahmed
Sékou Touré, was only partly suc-
cessful in a 1960s campaign to
stamp out these beliefs, despite
mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this
month in Bawa, where a woman
had just died, the regional prefect
from Guéckédou, Mohammed
Cinq Keita, warned: “There is no

root, no leaf, no animal that can
cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra
Leone this month, Doctors With-
out Borders discovered an Ebola
patient who had been privately
“treated” in the village of Teldou
and then returned to his relatives
in another village, possibly in-
fecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely con-
cerning,” said Sylvie Jonckheere,
the charity’s doctor on the scene.
A colleague in full gear lectured
the villagers of Teldou as the rain
started, but was met with indif-
ference or hostile stares; some
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off,
the private nurse who adminis-
tered a shot to the Ebola patient
defended his treatment. “I could-
n’t say that he had the illness,”
said the nurse, Eduard Leno.
“His body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not
been sent to the clinic in Guécké-
dou, he said angrily: “We are in
the bush here. You can’t just send
someone away. How will society
view you?”

Local officials have begun a
campaign to open the closed vil-
lages — there have even been
some recent arrests in Kolo Ben-
gou — but in tiny Koundony, fear
is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross
truck drove up to the cemetery to
deliver the body of Marie Condé,
14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the
truck, a high-pitched wail pierced
the country stillness. “There is no
cure!” a woman cried. “There is
no cure!”

The gravedigger, Marie’s half
brother Famhan Condé, 26, was
sweating as he heaved shovels of
dirt. The grave, he said, would be
the 26th he had dug since the epi-
demic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he
said. “There’s no solution. We
can do nothing. Only God can
save us.”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAMUEL ARANDA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Bawa, Guinea, this month, medical workers gave out chlorine and medical soap. More than 660 people have died since March.
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Red Cross workers carrying the body of Marie Condé, 14. “Only
God can save us,” Marie’s half brother Famhan Condé said. 

tion satellite images and aerial
photos; they were not from
American spy satellites or sur-
veillance aircraft. Small groups of
foreign police officers and foren-
sic experts have managed to
reach the crash site, but efforts to
secure it with larger contingents
have repeatedly fallen through.

Earlier Sunday, the prospects
of a more robust foreign presence
at the crash site seemed to have
improved when the office of
Prime Minister Najib Razak of
Malaysia announced in an email
that he had reached an agree-
ment with Mr. Borodai “to allow a
deployment of international po-
lice personnel” to enter.

After the announcement, about
30 unarmed Dutch police officers
left the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv intending to reach the
debris fields. But fighting
stopped the officers after they
reached Donetsk, said a spokes-
woman for the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The Dutch police deployment
on Sunday, ordered overnight by
the Ministry of Security and Jus-
tice in The Hague, reversed an
earlier decision by the head of a
Dutch police mission in Kharkiv.

He had intended to delay move-
ment toward the crash site until a
vote on Thursday by the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in Kiev that he
said would provide a “legal ba-
sis” for the deployment of foreign
police officers.

The Netherlands, whose citi-
zens accounted for around two-
thirds of the crash victims, is
leading an international effort to
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened to Flight 17.

The area is tactically important
for the Ukrainian military, which
is trying to close access to Do-
netsk from the east, lest separat-
ists in the city be resupplied and
reinforced from the direction of
the Russian border.

Clashes flared in half a dozen
towns east of Donetsk on Sunday.
There was also fighting to the
north, with an artillery strike in
the town of Horlivka reportedly
killing at least 13 civilians.

The longer the crash site re-
mains unguarded, the smaller
the chances of recovering evi-
dence. Responding to growing re-
ports that the wreckage and pas-
senger items had been tampered
with, Australia said Sunday that
it was sending unarmed police of-
ficers to the site to prevent any
further meddling. Australia lost
dozens of citizens on Flight 17.

“Our objective is to get in, to
get cracking and to get out,”
Prime Minister Tony Abbott of
Australia said at a news confer-
ence in Canberra, the capital.
Australia had considered allow-
ing some of its officers to carry
weapons, but Mr. Abbott said he
had decided against that.

“This is a risky mission, no
doubt about that,” he said, “but
all the professional advice I have
is that the safest way to conduct
it is unarmed as part of a police-
led humanitarian mission.”

Foreign access to the site has
been hampered by problems
from the start, with heavily
armed rebels initially restricting
the movements of foreign ex-
perts. In Kiev, Andriy Lysenko, a
spokesman for Ukraine’s Nation-
al Security and Defense Council,
said the Ukrainian troops intend-
ed to “liberate” the crash site to
secure evidence.

The Ukrainian government has
been loath to see foreign govern-
ments negotiate with the separat-
ist leaders based in Donetsk, the
capital of a self-declared republic
that no foreign state, including
Russia, has recognized. Malaysia
has been particularly active in
reaching out to the rebel leader-
ship. It brokered a deal last week
under which the rebels handed
over the plane’s data and voice
recorders, which they had seized
at the crash site.

Part of a
document
released by the
State Department
on Sunday
purporting to
show evidence of
rocket launches
from Russia into
Ukraine. The
images in the
document, which
were provided by
DigitalGlobe,
were not from
American spy
satellites or
surveillance
aircraft and could
not be
independently
verified.

Troops Move
On Crash Site
In Ukraine
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Andrew E. Kramer reported from
Zuhres, and Andrew Higgins from
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Chris Buckley
contributed reporting from Hong
Kong, and Michelle Innis from
Sydney, Australia. 
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By RAPHAEL MINDER

MADRID — Days before an
important meeting in Madrid to
discuss the secessionist plans of
Catalonia, Jordi Pujol, the patri-
arch of Catalan politics, has ad-
mitted committing tax fraud by
hiding money offshore.

Mr. Pujol, 84, founded Catalo-
nia’s governing party, Conver-
gence, and was its leader from
1980 to 2003. During that period,
he acted as a bulwark against
Catalan separatism by ensuring
that the regional government co-
operated with different central
governments in Madrid.

That cooperation, however,
turned into confrontation almost
two years ago, after a huge seces-
sionist street march in Barcelo-
na, the Catalan capital, and be-
cause of a dispute between Artur
Mas, Mr. Pujol’s successor at the
helm of Convergence, and Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy over
whether Catalonia should receive
better financial treatment from
Madrid.

Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Mas have
barely spoken since, but they are
to meet on Wednesday in Madrid
to discuss whether Mr. Mas and
his coalition government can go
ahead with a planned Catalan in-
dependence referendum in No-
vember. Mr. Rajoy has pledged to
block the referendum, saying it
violates the Constitution.

Mr. Pujol long ago retired from
politics but remains an influential
figure in Catalonia. He issued a
statement on Friday saying he
had hidden money in offshore ac-
counts for more than three dec-
ades, having previously denied
having any Swiss or other unde-
clared accounts overseas.

Mr. Pujol said the money had
been inherited from his father,
shortly after he became head of
Catalonia’s regional government.

“I am the only person responsi-
ble for the facts described and for
all their consequences,” Mr. Pujol
wrote. He said he was willing to
testify before the courts.

But over the weekend, Catalan
opposition politicians called for a
new investigation into Mr. Pujol’s
offshore money, to determine
whether it was inherited or came
from kickbacks from Mr. Pujol’s
time running Catalonia’s regional
government.

Mr. Pujol and some of his sev-
en children have already been in-
vestigated for fraud. In 2012, El
Mundo, a Madrid newspaper,
said the Pujol family had 137 mil-
lion euros, or about $184 million,
hidden in a Geneva bank. Mr.
Pujol tried to sue the newspaper
for libel, but a judge rejected his
lawsuit on the ground that the in-
formation was in the public in-
terest and was based on a draft
police report.

Separately, one of Mr. Pujol’s
sons, Oriol Pujol, resigned this
month from Convergence after
he was indicted in a bribery in-
vestigation into the awarding of
licenses to garages that conduct
vehicle inspections. A former
girlfriend of Oriol Pujol also re-
cently testified that she had driv-
en bags of money on his behalf to
Andorra, a banking center across
the Catalan border. 
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have already died of the disease, is known for its 
strong belief in traditional religion. the dictator 
who ruled Guinea with an iron fist for decades, 
Ahmed Sékou touré, was only partly successful 
in a 1960s campaign to stamp out these beliefs, 
despite mass burnings of fetishes.

Addressing villagers this month in Bawa, 
where a woman had just died, the regional pre-
fect from Guéckédou, Mohammed Cinq Keita, 
warned: “there is no root, no leaf, no animal 
that can cure you. Don’t be fooled.”

Near the border with Sierra Leone this 
month, Doctors Without Borders discovered 
an Ebola patient who had been privately 
“treated” in the village of teldou and then re-
turned to his relatives in another village, pos-
sibly infecting untold others.

“Extremely, extremely concerning,” said 
Sylvie Jonckheere, the charity’s doctor on the 
scene. A colleague in full gear lectured the vil-
lagers of teldou as the rain started, but was 
met with indifference or hostile stares; some 
turned their backs on him.

As the aid workers drove off, the private 
nurse who administered a shot to the Ebola 

patient defended his treatment. “i couldn’t say 
that he had the illness,” said the nurse, Eduard 
Leno. “his body was hot, that’s all.”

Asked why the patient had not been sent to 
the clinic in Guéckédou, he said angrily: “We 
are in the bush here. You can’t just send some-
one away. how will society view you?”

Local officials have begun a campaign to 
open the closed villages — there have even been 
some recent arrests in Kolo Bengou — but in 
tiny Koundony, fear is palpable.

On a recent day, a Red Cross truck drove 
up to the cemetery to deliver the body of Marie 
Condé, 14, wrapped in plastic sheeting.

As the body was carried off the truck, a 
high-pitched wail pierced the country stillness. 
“there is no cure!” a woman cried. “there is 
no cure!”

the gravedigger, Marie’s half brother Fam-
han Condé, 26, was sweating as he heaved shov-
els of dirt. the grave, he said, would be the 26th 
he had dug since the epidemic began.

“We’re all scared here,” he said. “there’s 
no solution. We can do nothing. Only God can 
save us.”   n


