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Harvey called ‘dangerous’ 
Ex-spokeswoman of suburb sends scathing email  

Tuesday, May 27, 2014  

By Matthew Walberg and Joseph Ryan 
Tribune reporter Joe Mahr contributed.

For years Sandra Alvarado was a top aide, spokeswoman and girlfriend to one of 
the area’s most controversial mayors. Then last month she abruptly quit and said 
Harvey officials ran a “dangerous organization” that routinely ignored illegal acts.

In an about-face for someone who spent a decade defending the suburb in scan-
dal after scandal, Alvarado sent a scathing email to Mayor Eric Kellogg and other 
top aides in which she implied that she was now speaking with outside investiga-
tors.

“Where can individuals that are elected, appointed or hired to service the pub-
lic, behave lawlessly? ... In the City of Harvey, that’s where,” Alvarado wrote in the 
email last month, adding that city officials “are aware of illegal and immoral acts and 
do absolutely nothing about it.”

Alvarado quit as federal, state and county authorities have increased scrutiny of 
a suburb that a Tribune investigation in February found was arguably the most law-
less place in the Chicago area. Sammie Young, who oversees community service 
officers in Harvey, recently told the Tribune that some officials had been “running 
around scared” amid fears Alvarado was talking with the FBI.

State and Cook County officials have started combing through the town’s finan-
cial records as the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission investigates borrow-
ing tied to a botched hotel deal that cost taxpayers at least $10 million.

Earlier this year, the Tribune documented how state and federal officials for years 
failed to use their full authority to force reforms in a town that’s paid out hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to insiders as it nears insolvency while employing officers 
with checkered pasts on a police force swimming in unsolved violent crimes.

The questionable actions by outside agencies included an undercover FBI agent, 
posing as a strip club manager, who records show stuffed a campaign committee 
with $140,000 that helped re-elect Kellogg in 2007. The FBI has declined to say 
why.

Kellogg has declined to specifically address his former spokeswoman’s alle-
gations or release any documents related to her resignation, including the email. 
That’s despite the Tribune’s requesting the records four weeks ago. Under state law, 
agencies have two weeks to release records. The Tribune obtained the resignation 
email elsewhere.

As a member of Kellogg’s inner circle, Alvarado has been at the forefront of city 
dealings since she rose from a Police Department secretary to become the mayor’s 
public relations director and the police chief’s top assistant in 2003. Through her at-
torney, she also acknowledged having a romantic relationship with Kellogg for nine 
years, through early 2012.

Alvarado defended Harvey to the media, over the years, when questions arose 
about Kellogg hiring officers with sketchy backgrounds, lawsuits accused the sub-
urb of condoning corruption or brutality, and county officials raided the Police De-
partment to find long-ignored evidence that let killers and rapists roam free.

But April 18, she wrote an email to the mayor and other city officials saying, “I 



must walk away from a dangerous organization. ... I have had enough.”
The email criticized the administration and said she “endured a relentless as-

sault of slander, pressure and adversity and death threats” on the job.
She said Denard Eaves, who has had the title of acting police chief for six years, is 

“regularly threatened and belittled by leaders of the organization.”
She said the mayor has phone conferences to “threaten and insult” employees.
Eaves referred questions to the man who took over Alvarado’s duties, Sean How-

ard.
Howard, speaking on behalf of the mayor, issued a statement that said the city 

takes all allegations seriously, does not condone wrongdoing and wishes Alvarado 
“the best in her future endeavors.”

In her email, Alvarado said Young, who has advised 
the mayor on public safety issues, has been allowed to 
“openly and brazenly” threaten people.

Young told the Tribune he’s never threatened any-
one and welcomed an outside investigation in Harvey. 
He said that in recent years he was often at odds with 
Alvarado, including an argument the week she quit 
over whether she or Young would get to move into a 
certain office. Young said she quit after the mayor sided 
with him.

Alvarado declined to comment except through her 
attorney, Patrick Walsh. He did not elaborate on her al-
legations except to say she is considering filing a law-
suit and sent the email “because she was concerned for 
her well-being and physical safety.” He said Alvarado did not want the email to be-
come public, but he would not say if she’s spoken with county, state or federal law 
enforcement.

In the final paragraph of her email, however, she wrote without elaboration: 
“Someone has listened.”

In the next sentence, she cited unidentified attachments and said her city-owned 
car could be picked up 10 miles away at an address in Orland Park.

The address: a building that houses the south suburban field office for the FBI.
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Fiveyearshavepassedsince the
slaying of Jeff Engelhardt’s 18-
year-old sister, father and grand-
mother in the family’s Hoffman
Estates home.

Engelhardt, away at college at
the time, has had much time to
consider the fate of the murder
suspect, D’Andre Howard, a man
oncewelcomed into the family.

With Howard’s trial scheduled
to begin Tuesday, Engelhardt, 25,
noted last week that “there is a
senseof relief that it’s finallyhere.”

“There have been frustrating
and challenging times during the
five years of waiting, but we have
continued to have great support
from our family and friends,”
Engelhardt said. He has since
graduated from school, married
and works as a northwest sub-
urban journalist.

Howard, 26, who has been in
custody since his arrest at the
crime scene in April 2009, is
charged with first-degree murder
in the killings of Laura Engel-
hardt, 18, her father, Alan Engel-
hardt, 57, and her grandmother,
Marlene Gacek, 73. He also faces
attempted murder and unlawful
restraint charges.

Prosecutors said an enraged
Howard stabbed the family mem-
bers after an argument with
Amanda Engelhardt, 28, his live-
in fiance and the mother of their
infant daughter. She and her
mother, Shelly, who was also
stabbed and seriously wounded,
areexpectedtobekeywitnessesat
Howard’s trial.

Amanda Engelhardt and How-
ard had planned to marry in the
backyardof the familyhome.Now,
her family is helping her raise the
couple’s daughter, Stelliah.

“(Shelly’s) concern is about
Amanda right now, being there to
giveAmanda strength in themidst
of all this going on,” said the Rev.
Jerry Hays, senior pastor at St.
Peter Lutheran Church in
Schaumburg.

“(Shelly) has said to me, ‘I just
don’t see how people without
faith in Jesus can get through
trials such as this,’ ”Hays said.

Though Howard has been
found competent to stand trial by
court-appointed psychiatric ex-
perts, Assistant Public Defenders
Deana Binstock and Georgeena
Carson have opted to present an
insanity defense and have said
they won’t contest the fact that
Howard stabbed the victims.

Judge Ellen Mandeltort has
ruled that the defense will be able
to call several witnesses to testify
about Howard’s mental state at
the time of the homicides but
denied the request to call wit-
nesses fromhismore distant past.

Mandeltort agreed to a prose-
cution request to allow the testi-
mony of two Schaumburg police
officerswhoarrestedHoward just
hours before the killings. Prosecu-
tors said the officers will testify
that Howard was alert and ratio-
nal at the time.

Howard,whospentmuchofhis
upbringing in the state’s foster
care system, changed homes at
least 10 times before he turned 18.
He sometimes became violent
with others and displayed sexu-
ally inappropriate behavior, an
evaluation showed.

The case has dragged on
through numerous psychiatric
evaluationsofHoward, changes in
defense lawyers and hearings to
suppress evidence, including his
videotaped statement to police.
Howardhas sometimes refused to
enter the courtroom, prolonging
the proceedings.

AfterHoward’s arrest, prosecu-
tors told the surviving family
members that theywould seek the
death penalty, but capital pun-
ishment was abolished in Illinois
in March 2011. Just a few months
before, Jeff Engelhardt wrote an
essay for theDailyHeraldponder-
ingwhether he supported a death
sentence forHoward.

“I live with what happened
every day and have mulled over
what Iwould like to seebecomeof
the man I believe took my family
away,” he wrote. “My vision was
blurred for a while, but the
decision became very clear after I
remembered where I came from.
... And as my father’s son, that
means I choose the path of
forgiveness.”

Black is a Tribune reporter; Houde
is a freelance reporter.
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Trial nears
years after
3 slayings

SPRINGFIELD — The latest
political power play at the Abra-
hamLincolnPresidential Library
andMuseum comes from Speak-
er Michael Madigan, who is
pushing a plan to set up the
center as a free-standing state
agency despite opponents’ con-
cerns it would become a patron-
age haven.

With the budget still unsettled
and less than a week until ad-
journment, the Democratic
speaker used the Memorial Day
session to move through a com-
mittee a plan that would make
the library and museum more
independent of Gov. Pat Quinn.
The speaker’s bill would remove
the library fromunder theIllinois
Historic PreservationAgency.

TheQuinn administrationwas
largely silent on the issue, but it
estimated the cost for the switch
would be $2.4 million at a time
when other historic sites are
considered for closing because of
the state’s budget crunch.

Madigan’s proposal could ben-
efit some of his friends. The
Springfield presidential museum
is run by Eileen Mackevich, a
Madigan friend. Madigan con-
firmed she is a longtime ac-
quaintance of Stanley Balzekas,
whose family runs the Balzekas
Museum of Lithuanian Culture.
Madigan acknowledged his
Southwest Side office is at the
same 13th Ward address as the
museum, and that Balzekas is the
landlord.

“Yeah. Yeah. Yeah,” said Madi-
gan, who noted Balzekas is an
“eminent Lithuanian-American.”

The speaker said “no” when
asked if his friendships with
Balzekas and Mackevich played
any role in the decision to try to
separate the Lincoln library
and museum from the Quinn
administration, pointing instead
to what he said were operational
problems with the current
setup.

Republican Gov. George Ryan,
whoput his nameon the library’s
cornerstone before going to pris-
on, suffered setbacks as he tried
to turn the center into a major

political playpen for top loyalists.
The administration of impris-
oned Democratic Gov. Rod Bla-
gojevich came under scrutiny
over allegations of patronage
abuse at the historic preservation
agency.

The museum has provided
other moments of awkward pub-
licity over the years. Paintings
that featured Lincoln and other
19th-century scenes also in-
cluded modern-day figures as
Republican powerbroker Bill
Cellini, a longtime Republican
who went to prison in the Blago-
jevich scandal.

Wife Julie Cellini, a longtime
driving influence behind con-
structionof thecomplex,also is in
a portrait.

Madigan, who doubles as the
Illinois Democratic Party chair-
man, maintained he “wouldn’t
expect” a separate Lincoln agen-
cy to be turned into a political
landing zone for his ownpartisan
pals.

Asked ifhehadanyone inmind
for the top spot at the Lincoln
agency, Madigan referenced
Mackevich, saying, “There’s an
executive director there today.”

The speaker said that under
the bill, a new board would
choose the executive director.

The bill went to the full House
ona 10-1 vote.Theonly lawmaker
who voted against the proposal,
Republican Rep. Joe Sosnowski
of Rockford, questioned the
speaker about how the proposal
would affect the library and
museum as well as the multiple
vacant staff and research posi-
tions.

In other action Monday, a
Housepanel voted 7-4 to advance
a measure that would speed up
thestartof “fracking” in southern
and central Illinois — a process
that extracts oil and natural
gas by pressuring it out of the
ground.

Sponsoring Rep. John Bradley,
D-Marion, said the bill still con-
tains strong environmental pro-
tections, but a citizens group is
seeking to block the bill so that
current checks and balances can
play out.

On the budget, Madigan said
the goal before week’s end is to
reach a satisfactory spending
plan without extending an in-
come tax hike.

The personal rate is scheduled
to drop from 5 percent to 3.75
percent Jan. 1.
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Speaker Michael Madigan’s bill would remove the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum from under the Illinois Historic Preserva-
tion Agency and make it a free-standing entity that could aid his friends. The Quinn administration said the switch would cost $2.4 million.
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Lincoln library a takeover target
Madigan’s bid for control raises patronage fears;
bill to accelerate downstate ‘fracking’ advances

By Ray Long
andMaura Zurick
Tribune reporters




