
Harvey mayor refuses 
testimony 

Lawsuit stems from allegations of fraud in hotel deal 
Friday, August 22, 2014

By Matthew Walberg and Joe Mahr

A south suburban mayor who’s long pitched himself as a reformer has refused to 
testify about alleged corruption in his town because the answers could be used by 
authorities against him.

A deposition transcript — filed late Thursday — shows longtime Harvey Mayor 
Eric Kellogg was questioned in a lawsuit about an allegedly fraudulent deal tied to 
a longtime political ally. Kellogg repeatedly invoked his Fifth Amendment right to 
not answer questions about it, as well as about an older allegation that he framed an 
innocent man with a gun charge over a dispute about cocaine.

Kellogg spokesman Sean Howard said the city does not comment on pending 
litigation. And defense lawyers caution that people using the tactic are not neces-
sarily guilty of a crime. They may merely fear that their responses could be used to 
prosecute them.

Still, Kellogg’s silence under oath made him the second top Harvey official this 
year to invoke that constitutional right to avoid answering questions about alleged 
corruption in a suburb that the Tribune profiled this year as the Chicago area’s most 
lawless.

Three council members reached by the Tribune expressed dismay at Kellogg’s 
action. Ald. Shirley Drewenski said it looks “horrible, just horrible.”

“This whole situation is disheartening,” she said.
The release of Kellogg’s July 31 deposition comes days after his town made na-

tional news for a 21-hour hostage standoff, in which two Harvey officers were shot 
and suffered minor injuries. Kellogg became a visible presence at the scene, escort-
ing an injured officer, cautioning residents to stay inside and thanking outside law 
enforcement for helping to end the standoff peacefully.

Brewing below the surface for years, however, have been criminal probes and 
lawsuits that could damage the mayor’s portrayal of himself as a committed public 
servant simply striving to restore Harvey to a middle-class enclave.

In 2006 and 2012, Kellogg invoked the Fifth Amendment when asked in lawsuits 
about his role in returning a gun from police evidence to a friend whose son had 
been caught with it. A detective was convicted of giving the gun to the friend but 
testified that he did so on Kellogg’s orders. Kellogg was not charged.

In between, the FBI conducted a corruption investigation in which an under-
cover agent pumped campaign cash into helping Kellogg win re-election. Federal 
authorities still won’t discuss the case. Kellogg wasn’t charged in the probe.

Federal authorities’ latest interest in Harvey stems from a deal exposed by the 
Tribune last year. The town borrowed money supposedly to fix up a hotel that end-
ed up being half-gutted and in foreclosure. The town comptroller’s firm got a cut of 
the borrowed cash while taxpayers were stuck with loan payments that could total 
$20 million.

Records show the Securities and Exchange Commission — the agency that regu-
lates municipal borrowing — last fall subpoenaed Harvey for records related to the 
deal and then-comptroller Joseph Letke. This spring, the U.S. attorney’s office sub-



poenaed other suburbs where Letke worked.
Amid the subpoenas, Letke was ordered to testify as part of a lawsuit accusing 

the town of failing to save enough for worker pensions. Asked about a range of is-
sues including the hotel deal, Letke invoked his constitutional right to remain silent 
179 times.

Letke, a longtime Kellogg campaign contributor, kept handling the city’s books 
until the SEC filed suit in June accusing Letke and Harvey of committing fraud in 
the hotel deal.

Two months later, Kellogg was ordered to answer questions in a suit involving a 
former mayor-turned-felon who was fired by Letke. Ex-Calumet City Mayor Jerry 
Genova blamed Kellogg for getting him fired for political reasons.

Kellogg testified that he had nothing to do with Genova’s employment and 
brushed aside many questions by claiming the city’s day-to-day operations were 
overseen by administrative assistant Dreina Lewis, Kellogg’s sister.

He took a different tack when 
Genova’s lawyer, Patrick Walsh, asked 
about the hotel deal and Letke’s du-
ties. Kellogg’s lawyer, Stepfon Smith, 
stepped in to say he’d told Kellogg not 
to “self-incriminate” because of the 
SEC allegations of fraud. Kellogg then 
refused to answer more than 50 ques-
tions about Letke or the deal.

Walsh then asked about his depart-
ment’s 2006 arrest of a man who lat-
er won his freedom and a certificate 
of innocence. The man said he was 
framed after Kellogg falsely accused 
him of stealing the mayor’s cocaine. 

The mayor has previously testified that never happened. But the suburb settled a 
lawsuit filed by the man for $1.4 million. In the July 31 deposition, Kellogg refused 
to answer two questions about his interactions with the man.

Defense lawyers say use of the Fifth Amendment may be smart even for an in-
nocent person seeking to avoid being unfairly prosecuted. But they said it’s more 
unusual for a public official. Attorney Ron Safer said that in 15 years of private prac-
tice and 10 years as a federal prosecutor he couldn’t recall a public official using it.

Kellogg’s silence on the hotel deal could make it harder for the town to dig itself 
out of heavy debt and years of overspending that, records show, was partly masked 
by big borrowing.

A federal judge, at the SEC’s request, banned Harvey from issuing bonds — the 
common way towns borrow money — at least through Sept. 23. To try to get the 
judge to lift the ban, the suburb blamed the alleged fraud on Letke, saying Harvey 
had no clue about any misdeeds.

“The City’s only mistake here was attempting to operate in good faith and to 
work with the Comptroller and the Developer to improve itself,” its lawyer, Tiffany 
Ferguson, wrote in a brief to the court June 30.

That was a month before Kellogg refused to answer questions under oath about 
the deal. It’s a tactic that attorney and former federal prosecutor Lori Lightfoot said 
has “totally undermined” the suburb’s original defense.

“I think that a question that will be asked is, in a city the size of Harvey, if he re-
ally didn’t know, what would be the basis for taking five? Is it plausible that he didn’t 
know?” she said. 
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Harvey Mayor Eric Kellogg has invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment right to not answer deposition questions regarding 
possible fraud. 
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increased in number and hard-
ware. Those protests were damp-
ened by a storm that rolled
through and drenched crowds.
After the rain subsided, protesters
marchedpeacefullyuntil theearly
morning hours Thursday.

Despite his bleak assessment of
the tension between police and
protesters, Suchan agreed that
Ferguson has reached a signifi-
cance thatmay endure.

Among activists, “Everybody’s
standing a little taller because of
what’s happened here,” he said.

Most of the people arrested
since the demonstrations began
have been from Ferguson or
nearby Missouri communities.
But the arrest records police
release daily have included the
names of several Chicagoans.
Some, like 61-year-old Stephen
Downey of the Old Town neigh-
borhood,were linked to theRevo-
lutionary Communist Party and
have been involved in other kinds
of demonstrations in recent years.
Downey, who did not respond to
requests for comment from the
Tribune, was also arrested during
an Occupy Chicago demonstra-
tion inGrantPark inOctober2011.

Among the early crowd of
protesters was a thin 19-year-old
man in a Chicago Bulls jersey.
John Epps grew up on the South
Side of Chicago butmoved to a St.

FERGUSON, Mo. — The Rev.
Anthony Williams headed home
to Dolton from the demonstra-
tions here believing he had wit-
nessed theseedsofamovement to
at long last address “institutional
violence” against young black
men.

CraigTaylor, on theotherhand,
said that while his first foray into
activism won’t be his last, seeing
heavily armed police hurl tear gas
toward residents as they watched
protests from their own porches
sapped his hope.

“I think itwouldbe toomuchto
expect anything good to come
from this,” said Taylor, 27, who
lives in Chicago’s Grand Crossing
neighborhood.

The shooting death of 18-year-
old Michael Brown by a police
officer has sparked nearly two
weeks of protests, most of them
populated by local residents frus-
trated andwearyof their relations
with a police force that is largely
white. The fact that Brown was
unarmed, and the way local offi-
cials released information about
the shooting, further angered
residents of this largely black
suburb north of downtown St.
Louis.

But salting those demonstra-
tions, and at times finding them-
selves in custody, were scores of
people from across the country,
including from Chicago. Those
protesters came from all sorts of
backgrounds.

Some are world-weary clergy-
men like Williams; others, frus-
trated young men with their own
stories of indignities at the hands
of police. Some are radicals who
flock to almost any large-scale
confrontation with authorities,
seeing opportunity in the distress.
Still others are idealists hoping to
help shape a better future for
racialminorities.

The civil unrest has resulted in
dozens of arrests, looting and an
intimidating show of force by
police. But for now, the demon-
strations along West Florissant

Avenue, the street where Brown
was slain by Officer Darren Wil-
son, have calmed. Crowds have
grown smaller, and fewer arrests
are being made. By Thursday
afternoon, Gov. Jay Nixon had
ordered the National Guard to
leave Ferguson.

But as protesters and law en-
forcement officials look forward,
there is a sense among many that
only a criminal charge against
Wilson will satisfy protesters.
Anything less from the investiga-
tion,whichofficialshave saidmay
stretch into October, may reignite
the demonstrations to new and
more dangerous levels.

Williams, a 60-year-old minis-
ter who once ran unsuccessfully
for formerU.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson
Jr.’s congressional seat, said the
scale of theprotests had reacheda
level that can’t be ignored.He said
he expects the national conversa-
tion about race and how police
treatminorities to gain urgency.

“I think 100 years from now
people will be talking about Fer-
guson the way they talk about
Montgomery,” Williams said, re-
ferring to the Alabama city that
became a flashpoint in the civil
rightsmovement of the 1950s and
1960swhenRosa Parks refused to
move to the back of one of the
city’s segregated buses.

Regardless of whether Wil-

liams’ prediction proves true, the
protests here have illuminated
many demonstrators’ views about
U.S. racial relations.

Max Suchan, a law student at
Chicago’s DePaul University,
came here as a volunteer legal
monitor to help people in police
custody. On Tuesday night, he
found himself under arrest, ac-
cording to records.

Suchan, 25, said his experience
in Ferguson demonstrated what
he called “white privilege” in
which police treated white pro-
testers with more deference than
they showed African-Americans.
Night after night, Suchan said,
officers “almost politely brushed
me aside and then slammed a
young blackman to the ground.”

The posture and behavior of
officers, initially St. Louis County
police, drewwidespread criticism
in the early days of the demon-
strations. The governor turned
over supervision of security to the
Missouri State Highway Patrol
and placed Capt. Ron Johnson,
who isAfrican-American, in com-
mand.

During the hot afternoon
Wednesday, numerous Ferguson
police officers were stationed
alongFlorissant engagingprotest-
ers in amicable talks. At night,
though, as protests became larger
andmore heated, police presence

Louis neighborhood two years
ago, he said. He was with a friend
who said he knew Michael
Brown, and the pair had been out
protesting night after night.

He said Brown’s death had
sparked protest in young men
from the area because many have
had similar run-ins with police
that could’ve ended the sameway.

“This has been going on for a
long time,” Epps said. “That offi-
cer who killed Michael Brown —
until he gets locked up, I’m going
to be out here.”

Dennis Banks, 42, a comedian
and social activist who uses the
stage name Felonious Munk,
spent more than a week in Fergu-
son. He said he doesn’t believe
people should focus on whether
Wilson is ultimately indicted. He
pointed to dialogues that have
taken place between locals and
policeduring thedaytime, and the
beginnings of neighborhood
watch and “cop watch” programs
in thewake of the shooting.

“Those things are victories,” he
said. “Are they an indictment?No,
but those things will help Fergu-
son much longer than an in-
dictmentwould.”

Tribune reporters Juan Perez Jr.
and JeremyGorner contributed.

dheinzmann@tribune.com

Protests
attract
Chicago
activists

John Epps, 19, formerly of Chicago, holds up his arms with other demonstrators in Ferguson, Mo., to protest the police killing of Michael Brown, 18.
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Minister sees unrest in
Ferguson as flashpoint

By David Heinzmann
Tribune reporter

A south suburban mayor who’s
longpitchedhimself as a reformer
has refused to testify aboutalleged
corruption in his town because
the answers could be used by
authorities against him.

A deposition transcript — filed
late Thursday — shows longtime
Harvey Mayor Eric Kellogg was
questioned in a lawsuit about an
allegedly fraudulent deal tied to a
longtime political ally. Kellogg
repeatedly invoked his Fifth
Amendment right to not answer
questions about it, aswell as about
an older allegation that he framed
an innocent man with a gun
charge over a dispute about co-
caine.

Kellogg spokesman Sean How-
ard said the city does not com-
ment on pending litigation. And
defense lawyers caution that peo-
ple using the tactic are not neces-
sarily guilty of a crime. They may
merely fear that their responses
could be used to prosecute them.

Still, Kellogg’s silence under
oath made him the second top
Harvey official this year to invoke
that constitutional right to avoid
answering questions about al-
leged corruption in a suburb that
the Tribune profiled this year as
theChicago area’smost lawless.

Three council members
reached by the Tribune expressed
dismay at Kellogg’s action. Ald.
Shirley Drewenski said it looks
“horrible, just horrible.”

“This whole situation is dis-

heartening,” she said.
The release of Kellogg’s July 31

deposition comes days after his
town made national news for a
21-hourhostagestandoff, inwhich
twoHarveyofficerswere shot and
suffered minor injuries. Kellogg
became a visible presence at the
scene, escorting an injured officer,
cautioning residents to stay inside
and thanking outside lawenforce-
ment for helping to end the
standoff peacefully.

Brewing below the surface for
years, however, have been crimi-
nal probes and lawsuits that could
damage the mayor’s portrayal of
himself as a committed public
servant simply striving to restore
Harvey to amiddle-class enclave.

In 2006 and 2012, Kellogg
invoked the Fifth Amendment
when asked in lawsuits about his
role in returning agun frompolice
evidence to a friend whose son
had been caught with it. A detec-
tive was convicted of giving the
gun to the friend but testified that
he did so on Kellogg’s orders.

Kelloggwas not charged.
In between, the FBI conducted

a corruption investigation in
which an undercover agent
pumped campaign cash into help-
ing Kellogg win re-election. Fed-
eral authorities still won’t discuss
the case. Kellogg wasn’t charged
in the probe.

Federal authorities’ latest inter-
est in Harvey stems from a deal
exposed by the Tribune last year.
The town borrowed money sup-
posedly to fix up a hotel that
ended up being half-gutted and in
foreclosure. The town comptrol-
ler’s firmgot a cut of theborrowed
cash while taxpayers were stuck
with loan payments that could
total $20million.

Records show the Securities
and Exchange Commission — the
agency that regulates municipal
borrowing — last fall subpoenaed
Harvey for records related to the
deal and then-comptroller Joseph
Letke. This spring, the U.S. at-
torney’s office subpoenaed other
suburbswhereLetkeworked.

Amid the subpoenas, Letkewas
ordered to testify as part of a
lawsuit accusing the town of
failing to save enough for worker
pensions. Asked about a range of
issues including the hotel deal,
Letke invoked his constitutional
right to remain silent 179 times.

Letke, a longtime Kellogg cam-
paign contributor, kept handling
the city’s books until the SEC filed
suit in June accusing Letke and
Harveyof committing fraud in the
hotel deal.

Two months later, Kellogg was
ordered to answer questions in a
suit involving a former mayor-
turned-felon who was fired by
Letke. Ex-Calumet City Mayor
Jerry Genova blamed Kellogg for
getting him fired for political
reasons.

Kellogg testified that he had
nothing to do with Genova’s
employment and brushed aside
many questions by claiming the
city’s day-to-day operations were
overseen by administrative assist-
antDreina Lewis, Kellogg’s sister.

He took a different tack when
Genova’s lawyer, Patrick Walsh,
asked about the hotel deal and
Letke’s duties. Kellogg’s lawyer,
Stepfon Smith, stepped in to say
he’d told Kellogg not to “self-
incriminate” because of the SEC
allegations of fraud. Kellogg then
refused to answer more than 50
questions about Letke or the deal.

Walsh then asked about his
department’s 2006arrest of aman
who later won his freedom and a
certificate of innocence. The man
said he was framed after Kellogg
falsely accused him of stealing the
mayor’s cocaine. The mayor has
previously testified that never
happened. But the suburb settled
a lawsuit filed by the man for $1.4
million. In the July 31 deposition,
Kellogg refused to answer two

questions about his interactions
with theman.

Defense lawyers say use of the
Fifth Amendment may be smart
even for an innocent person seek-
ing to avoid being unfairly prose-
cuted. But they said it’s more
unusual for a public official. At-
torney Ron Safer said that in 15
years of private practice and 10
years as a federal prosecutor he
couldn’t recall a public official
using it.

Kellogg’s silence on the hotel
deal could make it harder for the
town todig itself out of heavydebt
and years of overspending that,
records show, was partly masked
by big borrowing.

A federal judge, at the SEC’s
request,bannedHarveyfromissu-
ing bonds — the common way
towns borrow money — at least
through Sept. 23. To try to get the
judge to lift the ban, the suburb
blamedthealleged fraudonLetke,
saying Harvey had no clue about
anymisdeeds.

“The City’s only mistake here
was attempting to operate in good
faith and to work with the Comp-
troller and the Developer to im-
prove itself,” its lawyer, Tiffany
Ferguson, wrote in a brief to the
court June 30.

That was a month before Kel-
logg refused to answer questions
under oath about the deal. It’s a
tactic that attorney and former
federal prosecutor Lori Lightfoot
said has “totally undermined” the
suburb’s original defense.

“I think that aquestion thatwill
be asked is, in a city the size of
Harvey, if he really didn’t know,
whatwould be the basis for taking
five? Is it plausible that he didn’t
know?” she said.
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Harvey mayor refuses testimony
Lawsuit stems
from allegations of
fraud in hotel deal
ByMatthewWalberg
and JoeMahr
Tribune reporters

Harvey Mayor Eric Kellogg has invoked his Fifth Amendment right to
not answer deposition questions regarding possible fraud.
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