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Intruder raced through  
White House
Fence jumper is said to have made it 

much deeper into building

by Carol D. Leonnig

The man who jumped the White House 
fence this month and sprinted through 
the front door made it much farther into 
the building than previously known, 
overpowering one Secret Service officer and 
running through much of the main floor, 
according to three people familiar with the 
incident.

An alarm box near the front entrance 
of the White House designed to alert 
guards to an intruder had been muted at 
what officers believed was a request of the 
usher’s office, said a Secret Service official 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity.

The officer posted inside the front 
door appeared to be delayed in learning 
that the intruder, Omar Gonzalez, was 
about to burst through. Officers are trained 
that, upon learning of an intruder on the 
grounds — often through the alarm boxes 
posted around the property — they must 
immediately lock the front door.

After barreling past the guard 
immediately inside the door, Gonzalez, 
who was carrying a knife, dashed past the 
stairway leading a half-flight up to the first 
family’s living quarters. He then ran into the 
80-foot-long East Room, an ornate space 
often used for receptions or presidential 
addresses.

Gonzalez was tackled by a 
counterassault agent at the far southern 
end of the East Room. The intruder reached 
the doorway to the Green Room, a parlor 
overlooking the South Lawn with artwork 
and antique furniture, according to three 
people familiar with the incident.

Secret Service officials had earlier said 
he was quickly detained at the main entry. 
Agency spokesman Edwin Donovan said the 
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Regaining a friend in Asia? President Obama
hosted Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at a working dinner at the White House. A8
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from frequent diarrhea,
but it wasn’t irritable
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colitis. Finally, there
was a diagnosis. E1
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INSIDE

BY ROBERT COSTA

Jim Webb has built an entire
persona on being a contrarian
outsider whom no one sees com-
ing. The Democratic former sen-
ator from Virginia has regularly
unnerved members of his party
by citing a GOP icon, Ronald
Reagan, as his hero. His storied
unwillingness to play by the
accepted rules of modern-day
campaigns has established him
as one of the true political eccen-
trics of the age.

Which explains why most ex-
perts severely discount Webb’s
chances of ever becoming presi-
dent — and why Webb is genu-
inely thinking about a White
House bid in 2016.

“I’m seriously looking at the
possibility of running for presi-
dent,” he said in a speech last
week. “But we want to see if there’s
a support base from people who
would support the programs that
we’re interested in pursuing.”

Such a base in the Democratic
Party could be hard to find in
light of Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
popularity and dominant stand-
ing among Democrats. Any po-
tential challenger to Clinton’s
expected bid for the party’s nom-
ination would have to be regard-

WEBB CONTINUED ON A4

BY CAROL D. LEONNIG

The man who jumped the
White House fence this month
and sprinted through the front
door made it much farther into
the building than previously
known, overpowering one Secret

Service officer and running
through much of the main floor,
according to three people famil-
iar with the incident.

An alarm box near the front
entrance of the White House
designed to alert guards to an
intruder had been muted at what
officers believed was a request of
the usher’s office, said a Secret
Service official who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

The officer posted inside the
front door appeared to be de-
layed in learning that the intrud-

er, Omar Gonzalez, was about to
burst through. Officers are
trained that, upon learning of an

intruder on the grounds — often
through the alarm boxes posted
around the property — they must
immediately lock the front door.

After barreling past the guard
immediately inside the door,
Gonzalez, who was carrying a
knife, dashed past the stairway
leading a half-flight up to the
first family’s living quarters. He
then ran into the 80-foot-long
East Room, an ornate space often
used for receptions or presiden-
tial addresses.
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BY T. REES SHAPIRO,
MARY PAT FLAHERTY

AND JUSTIN JOUVENAL

Virginia State Police investiga-
tors said Monday that the arrest of
Jesse L. “LJ” Matthew Jr., who
allegedly abducted missing U-Va.
student Hannah Graham this
month, has provided “a significant
break” in the case of a young wom-
an who similarly disappeared in
Charlottesville five years ago and
was later found dead.

Police said Matthew’s arrest
last week has given state police
investigators “a new forensic link”
to pursue in the abduction and
slaying of Virginia Tech student
Morgan Harrington, 20, who
went missing in Charlottesville on
Oct. 17, 2009. Harrington’s body
was found in a field 10 miles south
of town 101 days after she disap-
peared outside a Metallica con-
cert at a U-Va. arena.

Charlottesville police allege
that Matthew abducted Graham
in the early-morning hours of
Sept. 13 after he found her walk-
ing alone and intoxicated in the
city’s downtown area. Graham,
who was seen with Matthew

sometime after 1 a.m. that day, has
not been heard from since. Exten-
sive searches for Graham have
been unsuccessful.

Police and other law enforce-
ment officials would not disclose
what evidence they have collect-
ed, how it is related to Matthew, or
how it might be linked to Har-
rington’s case.

But any connection between
Harrington’s disappearance and
Graham’s could indicate what
many in the U-Va. community
have feared: that an attacker has
preyed on at least two young,
vulnerable women near the state’s

SUSPECT CONTINUED ON A5

U-Va. arrest
jolts ’09 case
‘FORENSIC LINK’ TO DEAD VA. TECH STUDENT

Similarities between 2 women’s disappearances

Virginia Tech studentMorgan
Harrington, left, vanished in
Charlottesville five years before
U-Va. student Hannah Graham,
right, disappeared in the city.

Intruder raced through White House
Fence jumper is said
to have made it much
deeper into building

BY WILLIAM WAN
AND BRIAN MURPHY

beijing — Swelling crowds of
pro-democracy demonstrators in
Hong Kong on Monday plunged
Asia’snormallystaidfinancialhub
into a tense standoff with Beijing
that strikes directly at China’s ex-
panding political grip in the for-
mer British colony.

The rapidly escalating protests
are aimed at forcing Beijing’s

Communist leaders to abandon
newly declared powers to weed
out any candidates in upcoming
Hong Kong elections. Yet many on
the streets proclaimed they are
fighting for something even big-

ger: preserving a vision of Hong
Kong promised 17 years ago when
it reverted to Chinese rule.

At the time, Chinese leaders
promised a state within a state,
saying they would allow special
hands-off provisions for Hong
Kong such as elections and a de-
gree of self-rule in policymaking.

But protesters accuse China of re-
neging on the deal and trying to
exert its control over every aspect
of Hong Kong’s political affairs.

The mounting protests present
a conundrum for Beijing.

Too hard a crackdown could
drive more people to the pro-
HONG KONG CONTINUED ON A10

In Hong Kong, a conundrum for Beijing
Harsh crackdown could
fuel democracy push

in former British colony

ALEX HOFFORD/EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY

Outside the Hong Kong government headquarters, demonstrators opposed to China’s expanding political grip hold up lighted cellphones.
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More bodies found
on volcano in Japan
Firefighters and military
personnel conduct a
rescue operation Sunday
among ash-coated
cabins near the peak of
Mount Ontake in Japan.
The volcano continued
to erupt Monday,
hampering efforts to
bring victims down from
the mountain. Five more
bodies were found,
raising the number of
those confirmed or
feared dead to 36.
STORY, A6

Webb taking on his party’s
hawks — and maybe Clinton
With an eye on 2016,
ex-senator questions

military action overseas

BY CRAIG TIMBERG
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY

Federal officials on Monday an-
nounced the arrest of the maker of
a popular smartphone app mar-
keted as a tool for catching cheat-
ing spouses by eavesdropping on
their calls and tracking their loca-
tions — a technology critics have
dubbed “stalker apps.”

In the first prosecution of its
kind, federal officials said that
StealthGenie violated the law by
offering the ability to secretly

monitor phone calls and other
communications in almost real
time, something typically legal
only for law enforcement agen-
cies. The arrest comes as the mar-
ket for surveillance software has
grown so big that Web sites rank
such apps on their price, features
and even customer service.

Activists working to prevent
domestic violence long have
urged federal officials to take
more aggressive action against
the high-tech tools used by abus-
ers. Although it is often adver-
tised as a system for monitoring
small children or suspicious em-
ployees, surveillance software fre-
quently ends up in the hands of
people who might beat their
spouses or partners, activists say.

TRACKING CONTINUED ON A14

App’s spying capability
cited in maker’s arrest
StealthGenie marketed
as smartphone tool
for catching cheaters

Secret Service
officials had
said that Omar
Gonzalez
was quickly
detained at the
main entrance.

Graphic: How far did he get?
See how Omar Gonzalez allegedly
made it into the East Room. A4

Hong Kong protests, explained
Beijing’s authoritarian rulers face
an uncustomary challenge. A10

Instagram blocked in China
After a night of protests in Hong
Kong, access was shut down. A10
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office is not commenting during the ongoing 
investigation of the incident.

Breaches of the White House fence 
have become more common, but most 
jumpers are tackled by Secret Service 
officers guarding the complex before they 
get even a third of the way across the lawn. 
Gonzalez is the first person known to have 
jumped the fence and made it inside the 
executive mansion.

Secret Service Director Julia Pierson 
has said the breach was “unacceptable” to 
her, and on Friday she briefed President 
Obama on her plans to shore up security.

Pierson is expected to face tough 

questions about the Gonzalez incident 
Tuesday at a hearing of the House Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee. 
The hearing is likely to cover a number of 
security lapses by the agency, including new 
revelations published over the weekend by 
The Washington Post about the failure to 
identify and properly investigate a 2011 
shooting attack on the White House.

The more detailed account of this 
month’s security breach comes from people 
who provided information about the 
incident to The Post and whistleblowers 
who contacted Rep. Jason Chaffetz 
(R-Utah), chairman of the oversight panel’s 
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Alarm at entrance had been muted
officer in a guard booth on the
North Lawn. When that officer
could not reach Gonzalez, there
was supposed to be an attack
dog, a specialized SWAT team
and a guard at the front door —
all at the ready.

The dog was not released, a
decision now under review. Some
people familiar with the incident
say the handler probably felt he
could not release the dog, be-
cause so many officers were in
pursuit of Gonzalez and the dog
may have attacked them instead.

Since the incident, the Secret
Service has added an additional
layer of temporary fencing while
the agency reviews its pro-
cedures.

carol.leonnig@washpost.com

Alice Crites contributed to this
report.

said. “It must examine what
message is being sent to the men
and women who protect the
president when their leader sac-
rifices security to appease super-
ficial concerns of White House
ushers.”

The new revelations follow
accounts provided to The Post
last week detailing how Gonza-
lez’s ability to enter the White
House reflected a failure of mul-
tiple levels of security at the
compound. The agency relies on
these successive layers as a fail-
safe for protecting the president
and the White House complex.

In this incident, a plainclothes
surveillance team was on duty
that night outside the fence,
meant to spot jumpers and give
early warning before they made
it over. But that team did not
notice Gonzalez. There was an

cers call “crash boxes,” are key
pieces of the agency’s first-alert
system, according to former
agents and officials. If officers
spot an intruder, they are trained
to hit the large red button on the
nearest box — sending an alert to
every post on the complex about
the location of an incursion and
piping sound from that location
to other boxes around the prop-
erty.

“If true, the fact that crash
boxes were muted to avoid being
‘disruptive’ is not due to a lack of
resources or an insufficient num-
ber of checkpoints or barriers,”
Chaffetz said.

He called the incident a “fail-
ure of leadership” by the Secret
Service.

“The agency needs a solution
that goes deeper than more fenc-
es and more people,” Chaffetz

this month’s security breach
comes from people who provided
information about the incident
to The Post and whistleblowers
who contacted Rep. Jason Chaf-
fetz (R-Utah), chairman of the
oversight panel’s subcommittee
on national security.

Chaffetz said he plans to ask
Pierson how an alarm meant to
alert officers to intruders could
be silenced or turned down. The
congressman said two people
inside the agency told him that
boxes were silenced because the
White House usher staff, whose
office is near the front door,
complained that they were noisy.
A Secret Service official told The
Post that the usher’s office was
concerned the boxes were fre-
quently malfunctioning and un-
necessarily sounding off.

The alarm boxes, which offi-

across the lawn. Gonzalez is the
first person known to have
jumped the fence and made it
inside the executive mansion.

Secret Service Director Julia
Pierson has said the breach was
“unacceptable” to her, and on
Friday she briefed President
Obama on her plans to shore up
security.

Pierson is expected to face
tough questions about the Gon-
zalez incident Tuesday at a hear-
ing of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee.
The hearing is likely to cover a
number of security lapses by the
agency, including new revela-
tions published over the week-
end by The Washington Post
about the failure to identify and
properly investigate a 2011 shoot-
ing attack on the White House.

The more detailed account of

Gonzalez was tackled by a
counterassault agent at the far
southern end of the East Room.
The intruder reached the door-
way to the Green Room, a parlor
overlooking the South Lawn with
artwork and antique furniture,
according to three people famil-
iar with the incident.

Secret Service officials had
earlier said he was quickly de-
tained at the main entry. Agency
spokesman Edwin Donovan said
the office is not commenting
during the ongoing investigation
of the incident.

Breaches of the White House
fence have become more com-
mon, but most jumpers are tack-
led by Secret Service officers
guarding the complex before
they get even a third of the way

BREACH FROM A1

In October, Webb will head to
New Hampshire, where he will
speak at St. Anselm College, near
Manchester, and stump for Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen (D).

A Webb campaign would start
with little national name recog-
nition, little money and ques-
tions about his appeal. For a
party that has made improving
the lives of women a central part
of its pitch this year, Webb has a
controversial history of state-
ments. Webb, who has Confeder-
ate roots, has praised Rebel
troops for their “gallantry” dur-
ing the Civil War, and in 1979 he
wrote a Washingtonian maga-
zine article questioning whether
women should be on the front
lines of battle.

Robert Shrum, a longtime
strategist for Democratic presi-
dential candidates, said Webb is
“intriguing” as a political figure
but would enter a race stacked
against him. “I think Hillary
Clinton is going to be the nomi-
nee, and I don’t think she would
run in any of the caricatured
ways it’s assumed she would
run,” he said, adding that “there
is not a lot of room to take her
on,” be it as a Democratic dove or
otherwise.

In June, Webb began to solicit
donations for Born Fighting, his
mostly dormant political action
committee, and wrote a letter to
supporters about his desire to
jump back into national politics.

“When I left the Senate in
January, 2013, I decided to take a
full year away from all media
interviews, editorial articles, and
direct political activities,” he
wrote. “I am now ready to re-
enter the debate, and I am asking
that you consider helping me do
so.”

In July, Webb gathered former
aides and supporters for a re-
union in Falls Church, Va. Soon
after, working with his adviser
Jessica Vanden Berg, an Iowa
native, he began to map out a
travel itinerary.

“I had a great time in Iowa,”
Webb said of his trip there last
month. “I really did. We drove
about 800 miles and did 15
events.”

He would have to go much
further to mount a real challenge
to Clinton.

“Secretary Clinton is the domi-
nant figure,” said former senator
Evan Bayh (D-Ind.), a friend of
Webb’s and a Clinton supporter.
“But I don’t anticipate her being
unopposed.”

robert.costa@washpost.com

strong people around him, and
he had a vision for where he
wanted to take the country.”

If he did enter the race, Webb
would run as a Democrat rather
than as an independent.

“I’m a Democrat, and I have
strong reasons for being a Demo-
crat,” he said, citing the party’s
alliance with the poor and its
message of “economic fairness”
as integral to his own politics.

Visits to early-voting states
Several influential Democrats

in early primary states said Webb
could eventually gain traction
should the left wing of the party
sour even more on the airstrikes
in Syria and desire an aggressive,
antiwar populist to be the Demo-
cratic standard-bearer.

“I don’t know enough about
him, but there is always room for
more in a presidential race,” said
Iowan Jan Bauer, chair of the
Story County Democratic Party.

Bret Nilles, another Iowan and
chairman of the Linn County
Democratic Party, said he met
Webb in August in Cedar Rapids.
“He’s not quite as dynamic as
other Democrats,” Nilles said. “If
he comes here again, he’s going
to have to get an organization
together.”

cerns are.”
When pressed on whether his

comments were meant as a direct
critique of Clinton, Webb as-
sumed a wry smile: “As you know,
I’m a writer and I choose my
words carefully. . . . This isn’t
personal.”

Oddly, if he ran, the former
Reagan official would probably
be challenging Clinton from the

left, but he could expect sharp
disagreements with the Demo-
cratic base on numerous issues.
He is, for example, an advocate of
gun owners’ rights, and last week
he praised both Reagan and
Franklin D. Roosevelt for their
leadership abilities.

“Some of my Democratic
friends don’t like it when I say
that,” Webb said. “But Ronald
Reagan was once a Democrat
and still a leader. He brought

Arab Spring is a different ques-
tion. . . . This administration,
collectively, made some very bad
decisions, and they now have to
climb out of a deep hole.”

Clinton and other senior Dem-
ocrats have mostly backed the
president’s efforts. Clinton was
an early proponent of interven-
tion, even before Obama came
around.

The specter of a Clinton candi-
dacy loomed over the proceed-
ings at the National Press Club,
but Webb resisted criticizing her
by name. Instead, he cited dis-
agreements he had with the
Obama administration during
Clinton’s tenure at the State
Department.

“I’m not here to undermine
her,” Webb said during a ques-
tion-and-answer session. “I’m
here to explain where my con-

ers know he faces extreme odds.
“It would be an uphill fight,

almost like climbing a wall,”
former senator Bob Kerrey (D-
Neb.) said in an interview. “He
would be running against some-
one who simultaneously has two
television shows based on her.
She is a political figure with such
remarkable strength ahead of the
campaign, unlike anything I’ve
seen in my lifetime. The question
is whether all the minds of those
who would vote at the conven-
tion are closed.”

Kerrey, who in 1992 contended
for the Democratic nomination
that Bill Clinton eventually won,
has been urging Webb to chal-
lenge Hillary Clinton in 2016.
Over phone calls in recent weeks,
the two friends — Kerrey is also a
decorated Vietnam veteran —
have concluded that Clinton
could be vulnerable. They believe
Webb could win over activists in
early primary states who are
uncomfortable with Clinton’s
vote as a senator in 2002 to
authorize war in Iraq and her
support for the strategy Presi-
dent Obama is pursuing to fight
the Islamic State.

A contrarian voice
Webb “would speak forcefully

and have tremendous credibility
on the issue of war and peace,”
Kerrey said. And with war rag-
ing, some Democrats may seek a
dissenting spokesman to counter
the hawkish impulses that have
shaped Clinton’s worldview.

Webb’s comments last week
about his 2016 intentions came
as he delivered a stinging rebuke
of Obama’s foreign policy.

He said in an interview that
his return to public life is driven
partly by a desire to pull his party
away from its current posture
and to revive some skepticism
about U.S. military action in the
Middle East.

“If you go back and look at the
remarks I was making from the
time this administration got in-
volved in the Arab Spring, I said
it was an unprecedented use of
presidential power — no treaties,
no Americans attacked, no immi-
nent threat of attack, no Ameri-
cans to be rescued,” Webb said.
“Secretary Clinton and I have
worked well together, but the

ed as a long shot, and maybe
none more so than Webb, a
one-term senator who once
served as secretary of the Navy in
Reagan’s administration.

A Washington Post-ABC News
poll in June showed Webb with
only 2 percent support among
Democrats nationally, which put
him 64 percentage points behind
Clinton in that survey. Add to
that his political baggage, espe-
cially on women’s issues, and his
chances seem even slimmer.

Still, as the national debate
turns increasingly toward ques-
tions of U.S. military involve-
ment abroad, Webb — a Vietnam
veteran who has carved out a
profile as an antiwar warrior —
may be uniquely positioned as a
disruptive force on issues where
many Democrats consider Clin-
ton compromised.

“Remember, one of the rea-
sons Obama did so well in Iowa
was because he said he would
end the wars,” said Marcos Ru-
binstein, who directed antiwar
Democrat Dennis Kucinich’s
2008 presidential campaign in
Iowa. “That is why he was able to
beat Clinton, and Iowa remains
full of Democrats who are look-
ing for a peaceful message.”

In a race against Clinton, the
party’s ultimate insider, Webb,
68, would be an acerbic icono-
clast who would avoid the ways
of modern presidential politics.
As a lawmaker, he refused to
raise money in the traditional
fashion, and he declined the
social invitations and cable-news
bookings that have come to de-
fine the daily routine for many of
his former colleagues.

In his speech last week at the
National Press Club, Webb spoke
to what he believes is a sense of
economic dread and war weari-
ness in the electorate.

“It’s rare when the economy
crashes at the same time we are
at war,” he said. “The centrifugal
forces of social cohesion are
spinning so out of control that
the people at the very top exist in
a distant outer orbit, completely
separated in their homes, schools
and associations from those of us
who are even in the middle.”

But even Webb’s biggest boost-

WEBB FROM A1

Webb again takes on
role of antiwar outsider

TOMWILLIAMS/CQ ROLL CALL

Former senator JimWebb (D-Va.), pictured at a rally in 2012, before he left office, has said that he is
“seriously looking at” running for president in 2016. Colleagues say he is unfazed by the long odds.

BILL O’LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST

Sightseers last week on the Ellipse. The Secret Service is reviewing its procedures and has added an additional layer of temporary fencing
around theWhite House in the wake of recent security lapses.D For video on the agency’s recent troubles, go to wapo.st/SecretService.

“Secretary Clinton and I have worked well together,

but the Arab Spring is a different question. . . .

This administration, collectively, made some very bad

decisions, and they now have to climb out of a deep hole.”
Jim Webb, critiquing the Obama administration’s foreign policy
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subcommittee on national security.
Chaffetz said he plans to ask Pierson 

how an alarm meant to alert officers to 
intruders could be silenced or turned down. 
The congressman said two people inside the 
agency told him that boxes were silenced 

because the White House 
usher staff, whose office is near 
the front door, complained 
that they were noisy. A Secret 
Service official told The Post 
that the usher’s office was 
concerned the boxes were 
frequently malfunctioning and 
unnecessarily sounding off.

The alarm boxes, which 
officers call “crash boxes,” are 
key pieces of the agency’s first-
alert system, according to 
former agents and officials. If 
officers spot an intruder, they 
are trained to hit the large 
red button on the nearest box 
— sending an alert to every 
post on the complex about 
the location of an incursion 
and piping sound from that 
location to other boxes around 
the property.

“If true, the fact that crash 
boxes were muted to avoid being 
‘disruptive’ is not due to a lack 
of resources or an insufficient 
number of checkpoints or 
barriers,” Chaffetz said.

He called the incident a 
“failure of leadership” by the 

Secret Service.
“The agency needs a solution that 

goes deeper than more fences and more 
people,” Chaffetz said. “It must examine 
what message is being sent to the men and 
women who protect the president when 
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Alarm at entrance had been muted
officer in a guard booth on the
North Lawn. When that officer
could not reach Gonzalez, there
was supposed to be an attack
dog, a specialized SWAT team
and a guard at the front door —
all at the ready.

The dog was not released, a
decision now under review. Some
people familiar with the incident
say the handler probably felt he
could not release the dog, be-
cause so many officers were in
pursuit of Gonzalez and the dog
may have attacked them instead.

Since the incident, the Secret
Service has added an additional
layer of temporary fencing while
the agency reviews its pro-
cedures.

carol.leonnig@washpost.com

Alice Crites contributed to this
report.

said. “It must examine what
message is being sent to the men
and women who protect the
president when their leader sac-
rifices security to appease super-
ficial concerns of White House
ushers.”

The new revelations follow
accounts provided to The Post
last week detailing how Gonza-
lez’s ability to enter the White
House reflected a failure of mul-
tiple levels of security at the
compound. The agency relies on
these successive layers as a fail-
safe for protecting the president
and the White House complex.

In this incident, a plainclothes
surveillance team was on duty
that night outside the fence,
meant to spot jumpers and give
early warning before they made
it over. But that team did not
notice Gonzalez. There was an

cers call “crash boxes,” are key
pieces of the agency’s first-alert
system, according to former
agents and officials. If officers
spot an intruder, they are trained
to hit the large red button on the
nearest box — sending an alert to
every post on the complex about
the location of an incursion and
piping sound from that location
to other boxes around the prop-
erty.

“If true, the fact that crash
boxes were muted to avoid being
‘disruptive’ is not due to a lack of
resources or an insufficient num-
ber of checkpoints or barriers,”
Chaffetz said.

He called the incident a “fail-
ure of leadership” by the Secret
Service.

“The agency needs a solution
that goes deeper than more fenc-
es and more people,” Chaffetz

this month’s security breach
comes from people who provided
information about the incident
to The Post and whistleblowers
who contacted Rep. Jason Chaf-
fetz (R-Utah), chairman of the
oversight panel’s subcommittee
on national security.

Chaffetz said he plans to ask
Pierson how an alarm meant to
alert officers to intruders could
be silenced or turned down. The
congressman said two people
inside the agency told him that
boxes were silenced because the
White House usher staff, whose
office is near the front door,
complained that they were noisy.
A Secret Service official told The
Post that the usher’s office was
concerned the boxes were fre-
quently malfunctioning and un-
necessarily sounding off.

The alarm boxes, which offi-

across the lawn. Gonzalez is the
first person known to have
jumped the fence and made it
inside the executive mansion.

Secret Service Director Julia
Pierson has said the breach was
“unacceptable” to her, and on
Friday she briefed President
Obama on her plans to shore up
security.

Pierson is expected to face
tough questions about the Gon-
zalez incident Tuesday at a hear-
ing of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee.
The hearing is likely to cover a
number of security lapses by the
agency, including new revela-
tions published over the week-
end by The Washington Post
about the failure to identify and
properly investigate a 2011 shoot-
ing attack on the White House.

The more detailed account of

Gonzalez was tackled by a
counterassault agent at the far
southern end of the East Room.
The intruder reached the door-
way to the Green Room, a parlor
overlooking the South Lawn with
artwork and antique furniture,
according to three people famil-
iar with the incident.

Secret Service officials had
earlier said he was quickly de-
tained at the main entry. Agency
spokesman Edwin Donovan said
the office is not commenting
during the ongoing investigation
of the incident.

Breaches of the White House
fence have become more com-
mon, but most jumpers are tack-
led by Secret Service officers
guarding the complex before
they get even a third of the way

BREACH FROM A1

In October, Webb will head to
New Hampshire, where he will
speak at St. Anselm College, near
Manchester, and stump for Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen (D).

A Webb campaign would start
with little national name recog-
nition, little money and ques-
tions about his appeal. For a
party that has made improving
the lives of women a central part
of its pitch this year, Webb has a
controversial history of state-
ments. Webb, who has Confeder-
ate roots, has praised Rebel
troops for their “gallantry” dur-
ing the Civil War, and in 1979 he
wrote a Washingtonian maga-
zine article questioning whether
women should be on the front
lines of battle.

Robert Shrum, a longtime
strategist for Democratic presi-
dential candidates, said Webb is
“intriguing” as a political figure
but would enter a race stacked
against him. “I think Hillary
Clinton is going to be the nomi-
nee, and I don’t think she would
run in any of the caricatured
ways it’s assumed she would
run,” he said, adding that “there
is not a lot of room to take her
on,” be it as a Democratic dove or
otherwise.

In June, Webb began to solicit
donations for Born Fighting, his
mostly dormant political action
committee, and wrote a letter to
supporters about his desire to
jump back into national politics.

“When I left the Senate in
January, 2013, I decided to take a
full year away from all media
interviews, editorial articles, and
direct political activities,” he
wrote. “I am now ready to re-
enter the debate, and I am asking
that you consider helping me do
so.”

In July, Webb gathered former
aides and supporters for a re-
union in Falls Church, Va. Soon
after, working with his adviser
Jessica Vanden Berg, an Iowa
native, he began to map out a
travel itinerary.

“I had a great time in Iowa,”
Webb said of his trip there last
month. “I really did. We drove
about 800 miles and did 15
events.”

He would have to go much
further to mount a real challenge
to Clinton.

“Secretary Clinton is the domi-
nant figure,” said former senator
Evan Bayh (D-Ind.), a friend of
Webb’s and a Clinton supporter.
“But I don’t anticipate her being
unopposed.”

robert.costa@washpost.com

strong people around him, and
he had a vision for where he
wanted to take the country.”

If he did enter the race, Webb
would run as a Democrat rather
than as an independent.

“I’m a Democrat, and I have
strong reasons for being a Demo-
crat,” he said, citing the party’s
alliance with the poor and its
message of “economic fairness”
as integral to his own politics.

Visits to early-voting states
Several influential Democrats

in early primary states said Webb
could eventually gain traction
should the left wing of the party
sour even more on the airstrikes
in Syria and desire an aggressive,
antiwar populist to be the Demo-
cratic standard-bearer.

“I don’t know enough about
him, but there is always room for
more in a presidential race,” said
Iowan Jan Bauer, chair of the
Story County Democratic Party.

Bret Nilles, another Iowan and
chairman of the Linn County
Democratic Party, said he met
Webb in August in Cedar Rapids.
“He’s not quite as dynamic as
other Democrats,” Nilles said. “If
he comes here again, he’s going
to have to get an organization
together.”

cerns are.”
When pressed on whether his

comments were meant as a direct
critique of Clinton, Webb as-
sumed a wry smile: “As you know,
I’m a writer and I choose my
words carefully. . . . This isn’t
personal.”

Oddly, if he ran, the former
Reagan official would probably
be challenging Clinton from the

left, but he could expect sharp
disagreements with the Demo-
cratic base on numerous issues.
He is, for example, an advocate of
gun owners’ rights, and last week
he praised both Reagan and
Franklin D. Roosevelt for their
leadership abilities.

“Some of my Democratic
friends don’t like it when I say
that,” Webb said. “But Ronald
Reagan was once a Democrat
and still a leader. He brought

Arab Spring is a different ques-
tion. . . . This administration,
collectively, made some very bad
decisions, and they now have to
climb out of a deep hole.”

Clinton and other senior Dem-
ocrats have mostly backed the
president’s efforts. Clinton was
an early proponent of interven-
tion, even before Obama came
around.

The specter of a Clinton candi-
dacy loomed over the proceed-
ings at the National Press Club,
but Webb resisted criticizing her
by name. Instead, he cited dis-
agreements he had with the
Obama administration during
Clinton’s tenure at the State
Department.

“I’m not here to undermine
her,” Webb said during a ques-
tion-and-answer session. “I’m
here to explain where my con-

ers know he faces extreme odds.
“It would be an uphill fight,

almost like climbing a wall,”
former senator Bob Kerrey (D-
Neb.) said in an interview. “He
would be running against some-
one who simultaneously has two
television shows based on her.
She is a political figure with such
remarkable strength ahead of the
campaign, unlike anything I’ve
seen in my lifetime. The question
is whether all the minds of those
who would vote at the conven-
tion are closed.”

Kerrey, who in 1992 contended
for the Democratic nomination
that Bill Clinton eventually won,
has been urging Webb to chal-
lenge Hillary Clinton in 2016.
Over phone calls in recent weeks,
the two friends — Kerrey is also a
decorated Vietnam veteran —
have concluded that Clinton
could be vulnerable. They believe
Webb could win over activists in
early primary states who are
uncomfortable with Clinton’s
vote as a senator in 2002 to
authorize war in Iraq and her
support for the strategy Presi-
dent Obama is pursuing to fight
the Islamic State.

A contrarian voice
Webb “would speak forcefully

and have tremendous credibility
on the issue of war and peace,”
Kerrey said. And with war rag-
ing, some Democrats may seek a
dissenting spokesman to counter
the hawkish impulses that have
shaped Clinton’s worldview.

Webb’s comments last week
about his 2016 intentions came
as he delivered a stinging rebuke
of Obama’s foreign policy.

He said in an interview that
his return to public life is driven
partly by a desire to pull his party
away from its current posture
and to revive some skepticism
about U.S. military action in the
Middle East.

“If you go back and look at the
remarks I was making from the
time this administration got in-
volved in the Arab Spring, I said
it was an unprecedented use of
presidential power — no treaties,
no Americans attacked, no immi-
nent threat of attack, no Ameri-
cans to be rescued,” Webb said.
“Secretary Clinton and I have
worked well together, but the

ed as a long shot, and maybe
none more so than Webb, a
one-term senator who once
served as secretary of the Navy in
Reagan’s administration.

A Washington Post-ABC News
poll in June showed Webb with
only 2 percent support among
Democrats nationally, which put
him 64 percentage points behind
Clinton in that survey. Add to
that his political baggage, espe-
cially on women’s issues, and his
chances seem even slimmer.

Still, as the national debate
turns increasingly toward ques-
tions of U.S. military involve-
ment abroad, Webb — a Vietnam
veteran who has carved out a
profile as an antiwar warrior —
may be uniquely positioned as a
disruptive force on issues where
many Democrats consider Clin-
ton compromised.

“Remember, one of the rea-
sons Obama did so well in Iowa
was because he said he would
end the wars,” said Marcos Ru-
binstein, who directed antiwar
Democrat Dennis Kucinich’s
2008 presidential campaign in
Iowa. “That is why he was able to
beat Clinton, and Iowa remains
full of Democrats who are look-
ing for a peaceful message.”

In a race against Clinton, the
party’s ultimate insider, Webb,
68, would be an acerbic icono-
clast who would avoid the ways
of modern presidential politics.
As a lawmaker, he refused to
raise money in the traditional
fashion, and he declined the
social invitations and cable-news
bookings that have come to de-
fine the daily routine for many of
his former colleagues.

In his speech last week at the
National Press Club, Webb spoke
to what he believes is a sense of
economic dread and war weari-
ness in the electorate.

“It’s rare when the economy
crashes at the same time we are
at war,” he said. “The centrifugal
forces of social cohesion are
spinning so out of control that
the people at the very top exist in
a distant outer orbit, completely
separated in their homes, schools
and associations from those of us
who are even in the middle.”

But even Webb’s biggest boost-

WEBB FROM A1

Webb again takes on
role of antiwar outsider

TOMWILLIAMS/CQ ROLL CALL

Former senator JimWebb (D-Va.), pictured at a rally in 2012, before he left office, has said that he is
“seriously looking at” running for president in 2016. Colleagues say he is unfazed by the long odds.

BILL O’LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST

Sightseers last week on the Ellipse. The Secret Service is reviewing its procedures and has added an additional layer of temporary fencing
around theWhite House in the wake of recent security lapses.D For video on the agency’s recent troubles, go to wapo.st/SecretService.

“Secretary Clinton and I have worked well together,

but the Arab Spring is a different question. . . .

This administration, collectively, made some very bad

decisions, and they now have to climb out of a deep hole.”
Jim Webb, critiquing the Obama administration’s foreign policy
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their leader sacrifices security to appease 
superficial concerns of White House 
ushers.”

The new revelations follow accounts 
provided to The Post last week detailing 
how Gonzalez’s ability to enter the White 
House reflected a failure of multiple levels 
of security at the compound. The agency 
relies on these successive layers as a fail-
safe for protecting the president and the 
White House complex.

In this incident, a plainclothes 
surveillance team was on duty that night 
outside the fence, meant to spot jumpers 
and give early warning before they made it 
over. But that team did not notice Gonzalez. 
There was an officer in a guard booth on 
the North Lawn. When that officer could 

not reach Gonzalez, there was supposed to 
be an attack dog, a specialized SWAT team 
and a guard at the front door — all at the 
ready.

The dog was not released, a decision 
now under review. Some people familiar 
with the incident say the handler probably 
felt he could not release the dog, because so 
many officers were in pursuit of Gonzalez 
and the dog may have attacked them 
instead.

Since the incident, the Secret Service 
has added an additional layer of temporary 
fencing while the agency reviews its 
procedures.

carol.leonnig@washpost.com

Alice Crites contributed to this report.




