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By MIKE McINTIRE
and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s
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Jimbo Fisher, the head coach of the Florida State University Seminoles, and the team’s star quarterback, Jameis Winston. 
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TALLAHASSEE POLICE LOCAL ECONOMY

By HELENE COOPER

MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.
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By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla.

THE 911 call could not have sounded more 
urgent: A man was beating a woman 
holding a baby outside their apartment as 

she tried to leave.
“You just need to get someone out here 

right away because it is really bad,” the caller 
said, adding that the man was “punching” the 
mother and “grabbing the little baby around 
the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly after 3 
a.m. one day last January, the couple were back 

inside. The 19-year-old woman acknowledged 
that she and her boyfriend had argued, and that 
he had not wanted her to leave. But she insisted 
nothing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic violence 
call have a legal duty to investigate thoroughly, 
seek written statements from witnesses and 
from the victim, instruct the victim on how to 
seek help and, finally, forward their report to 
the local domestic abuse crisis center. But, ac-
cording to their brief report on the episode, the 
officers did none of that.
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boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
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yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
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treatment of the Winston complaint was in
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ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
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rests have been avoided, investigations
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In a community whose self-image and
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to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
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decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993
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WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
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As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer
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Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?
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The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.
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neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
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Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s
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MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.

Continued on Page 27

By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.

Continued on Page 20

The company behind one of the world’s
most popular video games puts players’
enjoyment before profit. And that may
be the key to its success. PAGE 1

SUNDAY BUSINESS

Players First, Profit Second

U(D5E71D)x+[!#!/!#![
Nicholas Kristof PAGE 1

SUNDAY REVIEW

The United States has a unique opening
to restore ties with Cuba, a Times edito-
rial argues. A Spanish-language version
is at nytimes.com/opinion. PAGE 10

SUNDAY REVIEW

An Opportunity in Cuba
Up to $1.6 billion was stolen after the
American invasion and moved to rural
Lebanon, but the investigative trail end-
ed there, a former official says. PAGE 12

INTERNATIONAL 6-15

Iraqi Cash in Lebanon Bunker
In Sayreville, N.J., residents were divid-
ed and disturbed by a case that led to
criminal charges and the cancellation of
the high school football season. PAGE 1

SPORTSSUNDAY 

Toll of a Hazing Case

Today, patchy morning fog, partly
sunny, high 62. Tonight, mostly
cloudy, low 52. Tomorrow, a show-
er in the area, high 66. Weather
map is on SportsSunday, Page 12.

$6 beyond the greater New York metropolitan area. $5.00

Late Edition

C M Y K Nxxx,2014-10-12,A,001,Bs-BK,E3

VOL. CLXIV . . No. 56,652 © 2014 The New York Times NEW YORK, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2014

By MIKE McINTIRE
and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s

PHIL SEARS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jimbo Fisher, the head coach of the Florida State University Seminoles, and the team’s star quarterback, Jameis Winston. 

Home Field Advantage
When Police Encounter Florida State Players, Football Clouds Justice
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By HELENE COOPER

MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis

Continued on Page 24

By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.

Continued on Page 27

By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.
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By MIKE McINTIRE
and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s

PHIL SEARS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jimbo Fisher, the head coach of the Florida State University Seminoles, and the team’s star quarterback, Jameis Winston. 
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By HELENE COOPER

MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.

Continued on Page 27

By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.

Continued on Page 20

The company behind one of the world’s
most popular video games puts players’
enjoyment before profit. And that may
be the key to its success. PAGE 1

SUNDAY BUSINESS

Players First, Profit Second

U(D5E71D)x+[!#!/!#![
Nicholas Kristof PAGE 1

SUNDAY REVIEW

The United States has a unique opening
to restore ties with Cuba, a Times edito-
rial argues. A Spanish-language version
is at nytimes.com/opinion. PAGE 10

SUNDAY REVIEW

An Opportunity in Cuba
Up to $1.6 billion was stolen after the
American invasion and moved to rural
Lebanon, but the investigative trail end-
ed there, a former official says. PAGE 12

INTERNATIONAL 6-15

Iraqi Cash in Lebanon Bunker
In Sayreville, N.J., residents were divid-
ed and disturbed by a case that led to
criminal charges and the cancellation of
the high school football season. PAGE 1

SPORTSSUNDAY 

Toll of a Hazing Case

Today, patchy morning fog, partly
sunny, high 62. Tonight, mostly
cloudy, low 52. Tomorrow, a show-
er in the area, high 66. Weather
map is on SportsSunday, Page 12.

$6 beyond the greater New York metropolitan area. $5.00

Late Edition

C M Y K Nxxx,2014-10-12,A,001,Bs-BK,E3

VOL. CLXIV . . No. 56,652 © 2014 The New York Times NEW YORK, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2014

By MIKE McINTIRE
and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s

PHIL SEARS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jimbo Fisher, the head coach of the Florida State University Seminoles, and the team’s star quarterback, Jameis Winston. 
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By HELENE COOPER

MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.
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By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.
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They did, however, find 
the case significant enough 
to notify their sergeant — 
“due to the fact that it was 
an F.S.U. football player,” the 
report said. The sergeant, 
a Florida State University 
sports fan, signed off on it 
and the complaint was filed 
away as “unfounded.”

It was hardly the first time that the tower-
ing presence of Florida State football had cast a 
shadow over justice in Tallahassee.

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of a 
rape allegation against the quarterback Jameis 
Winston drew attention to institutional failures 
by law enforcement and Florida State officials. 
The accuser’s lawyer complained that detec-
tives had seemed most interested in finding 
reasons not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win the 
Heisman Trophy and lead his team to a national 
championship.

Now, an examination by The New York 
Times of police and court records, along with 
interviews with crime witnesses, has found 
that, far from an aberration, the treatment of 
the Winston complaint was in keeping with 
the way the police on numerous occasions 
have soft-pedaled allegations of wrongdoing 
by Seminoles football players. From criminal 
mischief and motor-vehicle theft to domestic 
violence, arrests have been avoided, investi-
gations have stalled and players have escaped 
serious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and eco-
nomic well-being are so tightly bound to the for-
tunes of the nation’s top-ranked college football 
team, law enforcement officers are finely at-
tuned to a suspect’s football connections. Those 
ties are cited repeatedly in police reports ex-
amined by The Times. What’s more, dozens of 
officers work second jobs directing traffic and 
providing security at home football games, and 
many express their devotion to the Seminoles 
on social media.

Certainly, Florida State football players 
have not always sidestepped prosecution. 
Over the last three years, at least nine play-
ers have been arrested on charges ranging 
from sexual assault to being an accessory to 
a fatal shooting.

But on other occasions, 
despite strong evidence, in-
vestigations have been de-
layed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wil-
son, an up-and-coming wide 
receiver, was stopped by the 
Tallahassee police in June 
while riding a stolen Bintelli 
Sprint motor scooter, his sto-

ry was dubious: He claimed he had borrowed 
it from a student whose last name he did not 
know. But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it was 
convincing enough to forestall an arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that Mr. Wil-
son was a Florida State football player, wrote: 
“Wilson was not arrested today because he co-
operated, showed no signs of guilt and provided 
a plausible story that needs to be investigated.”

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr. Wil-
son’s football connections weighed heavily on 
the case. After letting Mr. Wilson go, the of-
ficer arranged to meet the owner, a Florida 
State student, in a campus parking lot at night 
and “questioned if I was mentally stable or if I 
had forgotten that I lent him the scooter,” the 
student said in an email interview. The officer 
seemed deeply reluctant to charge Mr. Wilson, 
saying he did not want his name on the arrest 
report, according to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested Wil-
son because he was a football player, and he did 
not want to ‘ruin’ his record by arresting him” 
if there was a chance he might be innocent, the 
student wrote.

At least 13 football players have been impli-
cated in a string of wild public shootouts with 
CO2-powered BB and pellet guns, causing thou-
sands of dollars in property damage, endanger-
ing bystanders and eliciting a police response. 
Yet until the most recent case — a previously 
unreported shootout in June that caused such a 
commotion that a sheriff’s helicopter was called 
in to search for suspects — none of the episodes 
led to charges, even though elsewhere in Flori-
da suspects as young as 12 have been arrested 
for doing the same things.

The investigation of the June shootout sat 
inactive for months but was restarted not long 
after The Times began asking about it; charges 
were filed against three Florida State players 
on Oct. 2.
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By MIKE McINTIRE
and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 911 call
could not have sounded more urgent: A
man was beating a woman holding a baby
outside their apartment as she tried to
leave.

“You just need to get someone out here
right away because it is really bad,” the
caller said, adding that the man was
“punching” the mother and “grabbing the
little baby around the arm.”

By the time the police arrived shortly
after 3 a.m. one day last January, the cou-
ple were back inside. The 19-year-old
woman acknowledged that she and her
boyfriend had argued, and that he had not
wanted her to leave. But she insisted noth-
ing physical had occurred.

Officers responding to a domestic vio-
lence call have a legal duty to investigate
thoroughly, seek written statements from
witnesses and from the victim, instruct
the victim on how to seek help and, finally,
forward their report to the local domestic
abuse crisis center. But, according to their
brief report on the episode, the officers did

none of that.
They did, however, find the case signif-

icant enough to notify their sergeant —
“due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player,” the report said. The sergeant,
a Florida State University sports fan,
signed off on it and the complaint was filed
away as “unfounded.” 

It was hardly the first time that the tow-
ering presence of Florida State football
had cast a shadow over justice in Tallahas-
see. 

Last year, the deeply flawed handling of
a rape allegation against the quarterback
Jameis Winston drew attention to institu-

tional failures by law enforcement and
Florida State officials. The accuser’s law-
yer complained that detectives had
seemed most interested in finding reasons
not to pursue charges against Mr. Win-
ston, a prized recruit who went on to win
the Heisman Trophy and lead his team to
a national championship. 

Now, an examination by The New York
Times of police and court records, along
with interviews with crime witnesses, has
found that, far from an aberration, the
treatment of the Winston complaint was in
keeping with the way the police on numer-
ous occasions have soft-pedaled allega-
tions of wrongdoing by Seminoles football
players. From criminal mischief and mo-
tor-vehicle theft to domestic violence, ar-
rests have been avoided, investigations
have stalled and players have escaped se-
rious consequences.

In a community whose self-image and
economic well-being are so tightly bound
to the fortunes of the nation’s top-ranked
college football team, law enforcement of-
ficers are finely attuned to a suspect’s

PHIL SEARS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jimbo Fisher, the head coach of the Florida State University Seminoles, and the team’s star quarterback, Jameis Winston. 
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TALLAHASSEE POLICE LOCAL ECONOMY

By HELENE COOPER

MONROVIA, Liberia — For
decades, Liberians have referred
to the Armed Forces of Liberia as
“soldiers them.”

As in, “soldiers them came and
raped my daughter.” Or “soldiers
them beat my husband at the
checkpoint in Paynesville.”

Now, “soldiers them” — once
responsible for toppling the gov-
ernment, killing civilians and set-
ting the nation on a course to-
ward a devastating civil war —
have suddenly become a linchpin
in the fight against the Ebola vi-
rus rampaging through their
country.

Huddled with American mil-
itary personnel in the capital,
Monrovia, Liberian soldiers re-
hearsed their roles in the effort to
build 18 Ebola treatment units
across the country.

“At the Monrovia medical unit
yesterday, over 100 citizens were
out there watching the construc-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, the commander of U.S.
Army Africa, noted pointedly. Be
nice to them, he instructed the
group.

Joseph F. Johnson, a deputy
minister at Liberia’s Defense
Ministry, nodded in agreement.

“We’re trying to rebrand the
A.F.L. as a force for good,” he
said. “Piggyback on this.”

That is no easy task. The room
where the group was meeting is
just a few yards from the beach
where in 1980, drunken soldiers
killed 13 top Liberian government
officials after staging the coup —
a chilling start to the military dic-
tatorship under Samuel K. Doe.

One of the new treatment cen-
ters being built to fight Ebola is
just a few miles from a refugee
camp where uniformed soldiers
wielding machine guns and cut-
lasses slaughtered 400 men and
women and 200 children in 1993

LIBERIAN ARMY
SEES ITS CHANCE

AT REBRANDING

A FRONT LINE ON EBOLA

Military Hopes to Shed
History of Atrocities

as It Faces Crisis
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By ASHLEY PARKER

WASHINGTON — It turns out
that the Internet does not have
infinite capacity. At least not for
political ads.

As an increasing number of
campaigns and outside groups
are finding out, premium space
on the web has long been booked.
Digital advertising is maturing
much in the way television did, as
targeting becomes more sophis-
ticated and the definition of a
viewer expands drastically.

“Many political strategists
don’t think of the Internet as
something that can sell out,” said
Rob Saliterman, leader of the
elections team at Google, which
owns YouTube. “But in these
smaller states, just as there’s a fi-
nite amount of TV inventory,
there’s a finite amount of You-
Tube inventory.”

The more savvy players in the
coming midterm elections made
pre-emptive strikes to ensure ad
placement when it matters most.

In June, Tim Lim, the president
of Precision Network, a digital
media buyer for Democrats, be-
gan purchasing ad space from
premium online vendors — Goo-
gle, Yahoo, Pandora — in Senate
battleground states like Colorado
and Iowa.

In July, Robert Willington, the
president of Swiftkurrent, a Re-
publican digital marketing com-
pany that is working on Scott
Brown’s Senate campaign in New
Hampshire, purchased “a lot” of
the available YouTube inventory
in the state for future ads.

And in August, IMGE, a digital
advocacy agency handling online
strategy for Karl Rove’s Cross-
roads GPS, snapped up all avail-
able YouTube inventory in Alaska
for the final weeks of the Senate
race there.

There are two main types of
online video ads: those a viewer

CAMPAIGNS FIND
AD SPACE FINITE,
EVEN ON THE WEB

SOLD OUT IN KEY STATES

Political Groups Now
See Digital Market as

Prime Time
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By DOUGLAS QUENQUA

Clifford the Big Red Dog looks
fabulous on an iPad. He sounds
good, too — tap the screen and
hear him pant as a blue truck
roars into the frame. “Go, truck,
go!” cheers the narrator.

But does this count as story
time? Or is it just screen time for
babies?

It is a question that parents,
pediatricians and researchers
are struggling to answer as chil-
dren’s books, just like all the oth-
er ones, migrate to digital media.

For years, child development
experts have advised parents to
read to their children early and
often, citing studies showing its
linguistic, verbal and social bene-
fits. In June, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics advised doc-
tors to remind parents at every
visit that they should read to
their children from birth, pre-
scribing books as enthusiastical-
ly as vaccines and vegetables.

On the other hand, the acad-
emy strongly recommends no
screen time for children under 2,
and less than two hours a day for
older children.

At a time when reading in-
creasingly means swiping pages
on a device, and app stores are
bursting with reading programs
and learning games aimed at in-
fants and preschoolers, which bit
of guidance should parents heed?

The answer, researchers say, is
not yet entirely clear. “We know
how children learn to read,” said

Kyle Snow, the applied research
director at the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young
Children. “But we don’t know
how that process will be affected
by digital technology.”

Part of the problem is the new-
ness of the devices. Tablets and
e-readers have not been in wide-
spread use long enough for the

sorts of extended studies that will
reveal their effects on learning.

Dr. Pamela High, the pediatri-
cian who wrote the June policy
for the pediatrics group, said
electronic books were intention-
ally not addressed. “We tried to
do a strongly evidence-based pol-
icy statement on the issue of
reading starting at a very young
age,” she said. “And there isn’t
any data, really, on e-books.”

But a handful of new studies
suggest that reading to a child
from an electronic device under-
cuts the dynamic that drives lan-
guage development.

“There’s a lot of interaction
when you’re reading a book with
your child,” Dr. High said.
“You’re turning pages, pointing
at pictures, talking about the
story. Those things are lost some-
what when you’re using an
e-book.”

In a 2013 study, researchers
found that children ages 3 to 5
whose parents read to them from
an electronic book had lower
reading comprehension than chil-
dren whose parents used tradi-
tional books. Part of the reason,
they said, was that parents and

Is E-Reading to Your Toddler Story Time, or Simply Screen Time?

JESSICA KOURKOUNIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises against screen
time for toddlers; however, story time is now often on a tablet.

Continued on Page 27

By MICHAEL PAULSON

CLEVELAND — The glory
days of Holy Ghost Church were
years ago, when Catholics
packed into the wooden pews, be-
neath a starry barrel-vaulted
ceiling, listening to bells and kiss-
ing icons as priests in colorful
robes intoned in ancient tongues
the liturgies of a faraway land.

The congregation dwindled so
much that in 2009 the church was
closed, but on a bright Sunday
this summer, Holy Ghost was
alive again. Mary Matei, visiting
from Knoxville, Tenn., snapped
pictures on her iPhone as priests
sang Mass, while Ann Cogar and
Sue Koch, sisters from suburban
Cleveland, admired stained glass
windows and statuary.

They were taking part in a
Mass mob — the latest trend in
Rust Belt Catholicism — which is
part heritage tour and part mixer
(crudités in the fellowship hall
followed the service). The move-
ment is bringing thousands of
suburban Catholics to visit the
struggling, and in some cases

closed, urban churches of their
parents and grandparents. It is
also attracting much-needed do-
nations. 

Named after flash mobs —
spontaneous gatherings of
crowds, often in a public place, to
make an artistic or political state-
ment — Mass mobs are spread-
ing around the nation and taking
church leaders by surprise.

At Forlorn Urban Churches,
Mass Gets Crowded in a Flash

JOSHUA LOTT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

St. Albertus Church in De-
troit, a city where Mass mobs
have drawn large numbers.

Continued on Page 20
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In a statement, the Tallahassee 
police chief, Michael DeLeo, who 
took over late last year, said that 
with 66,000 college students in the 
city, “I take seriously the responsi-
bility entrusted to us to keep them 
safe and also hold them account-
able for their actions.” And while 
he is proud of his officers, he said, 
if they make mistakes, “we imme-
diately investigate and hold them 
accountable.” In response to The 
Times’s reporting on the police 
handling of the scooter case, the 
department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry.

A police spokesman, Officer 
David Northway, added that be-
cause of likely attention from the 
community and news media, it 
was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cas-
es involved high-profile figures, 
from college football players to 
government officials and business leaders.

The Times’s reporting also yielded a fuller 
account of how Florida State handled the rape 
complaint against Mr. Winston. In January 2013, 
days after Mr. Winston was identified by his ac-

cuser, senior Florida State athletic officials met 
privately with Mr. Winston’s lawyer. Afterward, 
they decided, on behalf of the university, not 
to begin an internal disciplinary inquiry, as re-
quired by federal law.
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 

BILL COTTERELL/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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Most recently, university officials suspend-
ed Mr. Winston for one game after he stood in a 
public place on campus and, playing off a run-
ning Internet gag, shouted a crude reference to 
a sex act. In a news conference afterward, his 
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope and be-
lief is Jameis will learn from this and use better 
judgment and language and decision- making.”

A search of his public Instagram page 
would have turned up a similar display. Amid 
photos of himself with his coach, the comedian 
Will Ferrell and the former N.F.L. quarterback 
Archie Manning, Mr. Winston posted a video 
clip in February in which he and a teammate, 
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly sang a 
line from the song “On the Floor” by the rap-
per IceJJFish, which celebrates men not taking 
“no” for an answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow, I’m not 
that type of guy I’ll letcha know, when I see that 
red light all I know is go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment accord-

ed Florida State football players who get into 
trouble is the age-old story of important people 
reaping benefits not available to everyone else. 

And to say the players are important to Talla-
hassee would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city and evi-
dence of Seminole fever is everywhere, from 
the Chief Osceola license plates and bumper 
stickers to the billboards and buildings sport-
ing team colors of garnet and gold. The commu-
nity has good reason, beyond pride, to get be-
hind the team: County officials say each home 
game pumps $1.5 million to $10 million into the 
local economy, depending on the quality of the 
matchup.

The revenue also flows to important people 
at the university, mostly through the conduit of 
Seminole Boosters, a tax-exempt organization 
that collects millions from donors in the commu-
nity, along with game concessions, sky-box rent-
als and merchandising. Money from the Boost-
ers has helped pay the salaries of high-ranking 
athletic officials and the university president, 
whose performance goals included enhancing 
“the partnership” between the Boosters and the 
athletic department.

Days before the national championship 
game last season, Coach Fisher received a multi-
million-dollar raise and contract extension. Most 
of his $3.5 million pay comes from the Boosters, 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 

From Page 1

C M Y K Nxxx,2014-10-12,A,022,Bs-4C,E1_K

22 N NATIONALTHE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2014 . K

football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 

BILL COTTERELL/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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and the more he wins, the more he earns — up 
to $1.45 million in bonuses, including $200,000 for 
an undefeated season, $200,000 for finishing with 
a top-five national ranking, $400,000 for winning 
the national championship and $125,000 for vari-
ous coach-of-the-year honors. Mr. Fisher’s first 
12 bonuses are linked to winning, the last two, 
for a maximum payout of $75,000, to academic 
achievement for student athletes.

A successful football program is also good 
for Tallahassee police officers. They earn an ex-
tra $40 to $45 an hour, at university expense, pro-
viding traffic control on game days, according to 
the department. Last season, officers were paid 
a total of $112,000, according to the university.

Some officers working game-day shifts are 
paid directly by Seminole Boosters. Three offi-
cers who played important roles in the Winston 
investigation were among those seeking pri-
vate work with the group, records show, and the 
department’s top officials at the time — Chief 
Dennis Jones and his deputy, Cheryl Stewart — 
attended a 2012 fund-raiser benefiting the Boost-
ers and Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close 
connection between the police and the Boosters 
is hardly hidden: The fund- raiser’s sponsor, a 
booster club called Old School, posted photos on 
its website showing Chief Jones kicking off the 
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier team, 
and the incentives it creates to protect the fran-
chise, are not unique to Florida State; indeed, 
they can be found in college towns across the 
country. But the current national uproar over 
professional athletes receiving light punishment 
for serious misbehavior has refocused attention 
on what some say is a similar failure to hold stu-
dent athletes accountable in powerhouse college 
sports programs. Some critics of the N.F.L.’s 
handling of recent domestic violence cases are 
asking if players learn the wrong lessons while 
still in school. Gerald Gurney, a former senior 
associate athletic director at the University of 
Oklahoma who teaches a course on “ethical is-
sues in intercollegiate athletics,” said the outsize 
influence of big-time collegiate sports could cre-
ate a climate where keeping student athletes on 
the field trumped all other considerations.

“Too often, that relationship between the 
athletic department and local law enforcement 
is too close, where we lose objectivity and lose 
the ability to have a fair investigation if these 

students are athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? 
No. 1 is the love of the sport, of college football 
and the public’s attention to it, and the celebrity 
of the head coach and celebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November 2012, as 

people milled about on West Tennessee Street 
near the Florida State campus, a red sport util-
ity vehicle started cruising up and down, with 
someone inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one nearly hit 
a security guard at an apartment complex, said 
Connie Ratliffe, the guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt 
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs struck 
a car she was standing next to, Ms. Ratliffe said 
in an interview. She added that she had pushed 
the guard back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of an 
intermittent, nearly two-year run of dangerous 
mischief — much of it, including the November 
episode, previously unreported — involving 
Florida State football players using BB and pellet 
guns powerful enough to shatter windows, dam-
age cars and embed steel BBs in door frames.

According to a Tallahassee police account, 
the authorities put out an alert for the vehicle 
and soon pulled over a red Mercury with Mar-
vin Bracy, Chris Casher and Kenneth Williams 
inside. The officer’s report says that the three 
young men “told me they were on the F.S.U. 
football team,” and that the police retrieved a 
black “semi-auto pistol BB gun” hidden under a 
rug in the back of the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but could not 
say which of the players had been firing the gun. 
The players denied shooting at anyone. The of-
ficer gave Mr. Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, 
and then “the BB gun was returned to Mr. Bra-
cy,” according to the report. No charges were 
filed. The police spokesman, Officer Northway, 
said that without anyone to identify a suspect, 
“there was no ability to move ahead.”

“They were doing something that was 
really dangerous, that could have put some-
body’s eye out or caused a car accident,” said 
Ms. Ratliffe, who did not know the players were 
never charged. “That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university po-
lice responded to a complaint that two men 
were walking on a bike trail carrying a “long-



barreled handgun.” The officers 
ordered the men — identified as 
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher — 
onto the ground and handcuffed 
them, before determining that the 
gun was a pellet gun. The play-
ers said they had been shooting at 
squirrels, and were let go.

Later that night, according to 
the property manager at the near-
by Legacy Suites apartments, Mr. 
Winston, Mr. Casher, Mr. Williams 
and another player, Mario Ed-
wards Jr., took part in a shootout 
that caused $4,200 in damage to 
13 windows. The manager, David 
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee po-
lice that he planned to evict all four 
players and had called the Florida 
State athletic department, but that 
“none of the suspects have come 
forward to pay for damages.” The police report 
said the case was being investigated as a poten-
tial felony, since it involved damage in excess of 
$1,000 resulting from criminal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony arrest re-
sults in automatic suspension from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk 
Bonasorte, an associate athletic director, said 
the cost of replacing the windows would be split 
among the four players and others involved in 
the shootout. In response to questions from The 
Times, the university said 13 of the team’s 100 or 
so players — far more than reported earlier — 
had paid $300 apiece. The police report added 
that Mr. Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue 
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players were 
implicated in another previously unreported 
BB-gun shooting that caused damage and fright-
ened tenants at the Cypress Gardens apartment 
complex. In what appeared to be retaliation for 
a BB-gun assault that shattered the apartment 
windows of a Florida State player that morning, 
three football players drove into the complex’s 
parking lot, jumped out and started exchanging 
fire with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars belonging 
to tenants were damaged — the back window 
of one was shattered, and the other was hit five 
times, causing dents and smashing the side mir-
ror — and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these weren’t 
toys you get at Walmart, they had some power 
behind them,” said Cameron Manning, whose 
apartment overlooks the scene. “It looked like a 
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based on 
witnesses and a security camera video, initial-
ly believed the shooting involved firearms. Of-
ficers fanned out to search the area and called 
in a helicopter from the Leon County Sheriff’s 
Office. A homicide investigator from the Talla-
hassee police violent crimes unit was assigned 
to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon figured 
out that the shooting had involved BB guns and 
within a day had identified four suspects: a Cy-
press Gardens resident named Prince Adams 
and three Florida State football players, Dalvin 
Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson, the wide re-
ceiver. The sensitivity of the football players’ in-
volvement became clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote later, the 
investigator described the facts of the case to the 
state attorney’s office on July 2, but at first did not 
reveal the “names or status of the subjects.” Then, 
after explaining that three of them were Florida 
State players, “I was instructed that the issue 
would have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the division 
chiefs” before deciding what to do, he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney, Georgia 
Cappleman, said, “We round- tabled the mat-
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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football connections. Those ties are
cited repeatedly in police reports exam-
ined by The Times. What’s more, doz-
ens of officers work second jobs di-
recting traffic and providing security at
home football games, and many express
their devotion to the Seminoles on so-
cial media. 

Certainly, Florida State football play-
ers have not always sidestepped pros-
ecution. Over the last three years, at
least nine players have been arrested
on charges ranging from sexual assault
to being an accessory to a fatal shoot-
ing. 

But on other occasions, despite
strong evidence, investigations have
been delayed and sometimes derailed.

When Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, an up-
and-coming wide receiver, was stopped
by the Tallahassee police in June while
riding a stolen Bintelli Sprint motor
scooter, his story was dubious: He
claimed he had borrowed it from a stu-
dent whose last name he did not know.
But for Officer Michael Petroczky, it
was convincing enough to forestall an
arrest.

The officer, noting in his report that
Mr. Wilson was a Florida State football
player, wrote: “Wilson was not arrested
today because he cooperated, showed
no signs of guilt and provided a plausi-
ble story that needs to be investigated.” 

According to the scooter’s owner, Mr.
Wilson’s football connections weighed
heavily on the case. After letting Mr.
Wilson go, the officer arranged to meet
the owner, a Florida State student, in a
campus parking lot at night and “ques-
tioned if I was mentally stable or if I had
forgotten that I lent him the scooter,”
the student said in an email interview.
The officer seemed deeply reluctant to
charge Mr. Wilson, saying he did not
want his name on the arrest report, ac-
cording to the student.

“He told me that he had not arrested
Wilson because he was a football player,
and he did not want to ‘ruin’ his record
by arresting him” if there was a chance
he might be innocent, the student wrote. 

At least 13 football players have been
implicated in a string of wild public
shootouts with CO2-powered BB and
pellet guns, causing thousands of dol-
lars in property damage, endangering
bystanders and eliciting a police re-
sponse. Yet until the most recent case —
a previously unreported shootout in
June that caused such a commotion that
a sheriff’s helicopter was called in to
search for suspects — none of the epi-
sodes led to charges, even though else-
where in Florida suspects as young as
12 have been arrested for doing the
same things. 

The investigation of the June shoot-
out sat inactive for months but was re-
started not long after The Times began
asking about it; charges were filed
against three Florida State players on
Oct. 2.

In a statement, the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who took over
late last year, said that with 66,000 col-
lege students in the city, “I take seri-
ously the responsibility entrusted to us
to keep them safe and also hold them
accountable for their actions.” And
while he is proud of his officers, he said,
if they make mistakes, “we immediately
investigate and hold them accountable.”
In response to The Times’s reporting on
the police handling of the scooter case,
the department has begun an internal-
affairs inquiry. 

A police spokesman, Officer David
Northway, added that because of likely
attention from the community and news
media, it was department policy for offi-
cers to notify supervisors if cases in-
volved high-profile figures, from college
football players to government officials
and business leaders. 

The Times’s reporting also yielded a
fuller account of how Florida State han-
dled the rape complaint against Mr.
Winston. In January 2013, days after Mr.
Winston was identified by his accuser,
senior Florida State athletic officials
met privately with Mr. Winston’s law-
yer. Afterward, they decided, on behalf

of the university, not to begin an in-
ternal disciplinary inquiry, as required
by federal law. 

Most recently, university officials sus-
pended Mr. Winston for one game after
he stood in a public place on campus
and, playing off a running Internet gag,
shouted a crude reference to a sex act.
In a news conference afterward, his
coach, Jimbo Fisher, said, “Our hope
and belief is Jameis will learn from this
and use better judgment and language
and decision-making.” 

A search of his public Instagram page
would have turned up a similar display.
Amid photos of himself with his coach,
the comedian Will Ferrell and the for-
mer N.F.L. quarterback Archie Man-
ning, Mr. Winston posted a video clip in
February in which he and a teammate,
mimicking a viral music video, jokingly
sang a line from the song “On the
Floor” by the rapper IceJJFish, which
celebrates men not taking “no” for an
answer from women:

“She said she wants to take it slow,
I’m not that type of guy I’ll letcha know,
when I see that red light all I know is
go.”

Seminole Fever
On one level, the special treatment

accorded Florida State football players
who get into trouble is the age-old story
of important people reaping benefits not
available to everyone else. And to say
the players are important to Tallahas-
see would be an understatement.

Drive around Florida’s capital city
and evidence of Seminole fever is ev-
erywhere, from the Chief Osceola li-
cense plates and bumper stickers to the
billboards and buildings sporting team
colors of garnet and gold. The communi-
ty has good reason, beyond pride, to get
behind the team: County officials say

each home game pumps $1.5 million to
$10 million into the local economy, de-
pending on the quality of the matchup.

The revenue also flows to important
people at the university, mostly through
the conduit of Seminole Boosters, a tax-
exempt organization that collects mil-
lions from donors in the community,
along with game concessions, sky-box
rentals and merchandising. Money
from the Boosters has helped pay the
salaries of high-ranking athletic officials
and the university president, whose
performance goals included enhancing
“the partnership” between the Boosters
and the athletic department.

Days before the national champion-
ship game last season, Coach Fisher re-
ceived a multimillion-dollar raise and
contract extension. Most of his $3.5 mil-
lion pay comes from the Boosters, and
the more he wins, the more he earns —
up to $1.45 million in bonuses, including
$200,000 for an undefeated season,
$200,000 for finishing with a top-five na-
tional ranking, $400,000 for winning the
national championship and $125,000 for
various coach-of-the-year honors. Mr.
Fisher’s first 12 bonuses are linked to
winning, the last two, for a maximum
payout of $75,000, to academic achieve-
ment for student athletes. 

A successful football program is also
good for Tallahassee police officers.
They earn an extra $40 to $45 an hour, at
university expense, providing traffic
control on game days, according to the
department. Last season, officers were
paid a total of $112,000, according to the
university. 

Some officers working game-day
shifts are paid directly by Seminole
Boosters. Three officers who played im-
portant roles in the Winston investiga-
tion were among those seeking private
work with the group, records show, and
the department’s top officials at the

time — Chief Dennis Jones and his dep-
uty, Cheryl Stewart — attended a 2012
fund-raiser benefiting the Boosters and
Coach Fisher’s family charity. The close
connection between the police and the
Boosters is hardly hidden: The fund-
raiser’s sponsor, a booster club called
Old School, posted photos on its website
showing Chief Jones kicking off the
event by firing a shotgun.

The benefits that flow from a top-tier
team, and the incentives it creates to
protect the franchise, are not unique to
Florida State; indeed, they can be found
in college towns across the country. But
the current national uproar over profes-
sional athletes receiving light punish-
ment for serious misbehavior has refo-
cused attention on what some say is a
similar failure to hold student athletes
accountable in powerhouse college
sports programs. Some critics of the
N.F.L.’s handling of recent domestic vio-
lence cases are asking if players learn
the wrong lessons while still in school.
Gerald Gurney, a former senior associ-
ate athletic director at the University of
Oklahoma who teaches a course on
“ethical issues in intercollegiate athlet-
ics,” said the outsize influence of big-
time collegiate sports could create a cli-
mate where keeping student athletes on
the field trumped all other consider-
ations.

“Too often, that relationship between
the athletic department and local law
enforcement is too close, where we lose
objectivity and lose the ability to have a
fair investigation if these students are
athletes,” Mr. Gurney said. “Why? No. 1
is the love of the sport, of college foot-
ball and the public’s attention to it, and
the celebrity of the head coach and ce-
lebrity of the athletes.”

BB and Pellet Guns
On a Sunday evening in November

2012, as people milled about on West
Tennessee Street near the Florida State
campus, a red sport utility vehicle start-
ed cruising up and down, with someone
inside firing a BB gun out a window. By-
standers were “stung by BBs,” and one
nearly hit a security guard at an apart-
ment complex, said Connie Ratliffe, the
guard’s supervisor at the time.

“I heard this ‘ping, ping, ping’ and felt
something whiz past my cheek,” as BBs
struck a car she was standing next to,
Ms. Ratliffe said in an interview. She
added that she had pushed the guard
back and ducked out of the way.

The episode marked the beginning of
an intermittent, nearly two-year run of
dangerous mischief — much of it, in-
cluding the November episode, previ-
ously unreported — involving Florida
State football players using BB and pel-
let guns powerful enough to shatter
windows, damage cars and embed steel
BBs in door frames. 

According to a Tallahassee police ac-
count, the authorities put out an alert
for the vehicle and soon pulled over a
red Mercury with Marvin Bracy, Chris
Casher and Kenneth Williams inside.
The officer’s report says that the three
young men “told me they were on the
F.S.U. football team,” and that the police
retrieved a black “semi-auto pistol BB
gun” hidden under a rug in the back of
the car.

Ms. Ratliffe identified the car but
could not say which of the players had
been firing the gun. The players denied
shooting at anyone. The officer gave Mr.
Bracy, the driver, a traffic ticket, and
then “the BB gun was returned to Mr.
Bracy,” according to the report. No
charges were filed. The police spokes-
man, Officer Northway, said that with-
out anyone to identify a suspect, “there
was no ability to move ahead.” 

“They were doing something that
was really dangerous, that could have
put somebody’s eye out or caused a car
accident,” said Ms. Ratliffe, who did not
know the players were never charged.
“That’s ridiculous.”

A couple of weeks later, the university
police responded to a complaint that
two men were walking on a bike trail
carrying a “long-barreled handgun.”
The officers ordered the men — identi-
fied as Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher —

onto the ground and handcuffed them,
before determining that the gun was a
pellet gun. The players said they had
been shooting at squirrels, and were let
go.

Later that night, according to the
property manager at the nearby Legacy
Suites apartments, Mr. Winston, Mr.
Casher, Mr. Williams and another play-
er, Mario Edwards Jr., took part in a
shootout that caused $4,200 in damage
to 13 windows. The manager, David
Sudekum, told the Tallahassee police
that he planned to evict all four players
and had called the Florida State athletic
department, but that “none of the sus-
pects have come forward to pay for
damages.” The police report said the 
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Football Clouds Justice for Players at Florida State
Players and the Police
The New York Times examined nine 
cases involving Florida State football 
players over a one-and-half-year period.

NOV. 4, 2012

Three players pulled over 
after shots were fired onto a street
Security guard who was nearly hit by BBs 
identifies the vehicle as the one “fleeing the 
area” after she heard shots.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

Police handcuff players carrying pistol
Football players Jameis Winston and Chris 
Casher said they were squirrel hunting with a 
pellet pistol.

No charges filed.

NOV. 25, 2012

13 players involved in BB gun battle
Mr. Winston and Mr. Casher say these battles 
have been going on for a month and involve 
other members of the football team. More 
than $4,000 in damage is reported.

No charges filed.

JAN. 10, 2013

Winston accused of raping a student
Nearly a year later, local prosecutor decides 
there is not enough evidence to prosecute.

No charges filed.

JAN. 29, 2014

Police respond to domestic violence call
911 caller said a man was beating a woman 
while she was holding a baby. Officers report 
no evidence of injury. Officer notified his 
supervisor “due to the fact that it was an 
F.S.U. football player.”

No charges filed.

APRIL 29, 2014

Winston steals from Publix
Mr. Winston does not pay for several pounds 
of crab legs and crawfish. He is suspended 
from baseball for a short time.

Mr. Winston receives a civil citation and 20 
hours of community service.

JUNE 17, 2014

Player stopped on stolen scooter
Police question Jesus Wilson, who says he 
borrowed the scooter from a student. Later, 
he admits to stealing the scooter. Lawyer 
often used by football players gets the charge 
reduced to a misdemeanor.

Mr. Wilson is sentenced to 30 days on a 
sheriff’s work detail and pays $1,000 to the 
scooter’s owner for damage done to it.

JUNE 26, 2014

BBs shatter apartment windows
Apartment resident, an F.S.U. football player, 
implicates other unnamed players in the 
shooting, telling police his teammates are 
“having BB gun wars against each other.”

No charges filed.

JUNE 26, 2014

3 players involved in BB gun fight
In the second of two incidents on the same 
day, three football players engage in a 
shootout that damages cars and prompts a 
sheriff's helicopter to search for suspects. 

Investigation is shelved for three months 
before the three — Dalvin Cook, Trey 
Marshall and Mr. Wilson — are charged with 
misdemeanor criminal mischief on Oct. 2.
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Top, passengers waiting for flights at the Tallahassee Regional Air-
port in front of a mural of a Florida State University football game.
Above, a sign boasts of the team’s status as the national champion. 
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Jameis Winston, the quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy
last season, commenting last month on his suspension during a
news conference at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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ter to get a consensus because the prosecutors 
who were reviewing it did not agree on how 
the matter should be handled.” Ultimately, 
they concluded that the crime involved was 
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense than the 
criminal mischief designation the investigator 
was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more than 
two months until the police began interviewing 
the players on Sept. 8, not long after The Times 
began asking about it. In his report, the investi-
gator wrote that he had been preoccupied with 
more serious cases over the summer. He said the 
state attorney’s office “looked at this incident 
again” and decided that a misdemeanor charge 
of criminal mischief was, in fact, warranted, and 
on Oct. 2, all four suspects were charged and or-
dered to appear in court later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short of a 
felony because the police estimated the damage 
to the tenants’ cars at less than $1,000. In arriv-
ing at that figure, investigators did not take into 
account the cost of the apartment windows that 
had been shot out earlier the same day in an epi-
sode that witnesses said involved some of the 
same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief had 
found the delay in the case to be unacceptable and 
had instituted a new policy to prevent such lapses.

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an inop-

portune time for Mr. Wilson, who on June 17, just 
a week before the shootout, had been stopped by 
the Tallahassee police for riding around on the 
motor scooter that had been reported stolen. At 
first, it was unclear if he would face charges re-
lated to the theft, as he insisted to the officers 
that he had borrowed the scooter from a student 
he knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was not 
short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After the officer 
identified him as a football player, he wrote, Mr. 
Wilson did not attempt to flee and “was com-
pletely cooperative and calm during the entire 
encounter.” He added, “It is not typical for a sus-
pect that is knowingly operating a stolen vehicle 
to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the scooter’s 
owner in the Florida State parking lot, Officer 
Petroczky wrote an addendum to his report, 
saying he had concluded that the owner was 

not, in fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had not 
lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he still did not ar-
rest Mr. Wilson, and instead turned the whole 
matter over to the university police, where the 
case languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer Northway, 
said the chief had ordered his internal-affairs 
unit to look into the case because “the allega-
tion that an officer might have tried to influ-
ence a citizen not to file charges in a possible 
felony theft is a serious allegation.” The scooter 
owner, who asked that he not be identified out 
of concern for retaliation on campus, said in 
the email interview that it was only after his fa-
ther complained to the police that the case had 
picked up steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursuing the 
case much and were waiting to see if I would 
just forget about it or let it be,” the student said.

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he had sto-
len the scooter after finding it with the keys in 
the ignition, and on July 9 he was charged with 
grand- theft auto, a felony. Mr. Wilson was sus-
pended from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who spe-
cializes in representing Florida State athletes 
in trouble, succeeded in getting the charge re-
duced to a misdemeanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no 
contest, was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s 
work detail — to begin after football season — 
and through his lawyer paid $1,000 restitution 
for damage to the scooter.

It is unclear where he came up with the 
money. According to a letter his mother wrote 
to the judge in an eviction proceeding that was 
happening at the same time, neither she nor 
her son could pay his back rent and utilities of 
$3,139. She said she was out of work and could 
come up with only $1,000 for her son’s landlord.

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson after the 
Seminoles’ first game; five weeks into the sea-
son, he was the team’s second-leading receiver.

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at Florida 

State spotted the man she believed had raped 
her the previous month. After learning his 
name, Jameis Winston, she reported him to the 
Tallahassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State of-
ficials have said little about how they handled 



the case, which is now one of dozens across the 
nation being investigated by the federal Depart-
ment of Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently emerged, 
as part of The Times’s continuing examination 
of the case, indicating that it was Florida State’s 
athletic department that decided the allegation 
did not merit a university investigation. Nor-
mally, university officials outside the depart-
ment handle such matters.

According to a statement released by the 
university on Tuesday, senior athletic depart-
ment officials met with Mr. Winston’s lawyer, 
Mr. Jansen, within days of his identification as 
a suspect and quickly concluded that “there 
were no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Carroll, said 
the department did not contact her at the time 

to get her client’s side of the story.
Although Florida State was legally ob-

ligated to conduct a “prompt, thorough and 
impartial” disciplinary inquiry, the university 
chose not to, as the team marched to the na-
tional championship. “This is exactly the cov-
er- up we suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer 
for Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a statement 
responding to the new information. “Coach 
Fisher and his associates ‘concluded’ that 
they would keep it to themselves. But football 
coaches don’t get to decide whether schools 
investigate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s statement, 
Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed the athletics 
department that the police had dropped the 
investigation.” Based on that information, and 
accounts given “by the athlete and two oth-
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”

JIM ROGASH/GETTY IMAGES
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Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”

JIM ROGASH/GETTY IMAGES
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Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”

JIM ROGASH/GETTY IMAGES
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Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”
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Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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ers who had witnessed the encounter,” ath-
letic officials made the decision that no inquiry  
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement under-
scores inconsistencies in the case. The Talla-
hassee police have said publicly that they had 
not dropped the case — only temporarily sus-
pended it — and according to police records, de-
tectives at the time knew nothing about the two 
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Winston’s. One of 
them, Mr. Winston’s roommate, took a video of 
the encounter, only to discard it before the po-
lice could examine it.

On Friday, as The Times was preparing to 
publish this article, the university sent an open 
letter to the Florida State community, laying out 
the university’s timeline of events and defend-
ing its handling of the case.

In response to questions from The Times, 
university officials said they had fully informed 
federal investigators six months ago about the 
athletic department’s knowledge of the sexual-
assault allegation in January 2013. The officials 
said they were limited in what they could say 
publicly about the case because of privacy laws, 
and declined to make athletic department offi-
cials or Mr. Winston and other team members 
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen also de-
clined to discuss the case.

As The Times reported last April, the Tal-
lahassee police also failed to aggressively in-
vestigate the rape accusation. It did not become 
public until November, when a Tampa reporter, 
Matt Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of 
the police investigation.

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry, Flori-
da State, having shown little curiosity about the 
rape accusation, suddenly took a keen interest 
in the journalist seeking to report it, according 
to emails obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the request-
ing source?” David Perry, the university’s po-
lice chief, asked the Tallahassee police. Several 
hours later, Mr. Bonasorte, the senior athletic 
department official, asked Chief Perry if the 
requester was a sportswriter. The chief did not 
know. At 7:59 the next morning, a city official 
informed the chief that Mr. Baker was in fact a 
sports reporter. By 11 a.m., the athletic depart-
ment had tracked down his résumé. Might the 
Tallahassee police try to block the report’s re-
lease on legal grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted 

to know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or not,” 
he said, in an email to Chief Perry.

TMZ, the gossip website, also requested 
the police report and later asked the school’s 
deputy police chief, Jim L. Russell, if the cam-
pus police had interviewed Mr. Winston about 
the rape report. Mr. Russell responded by 
saying his officers were not investigating the 
case, omitting any reference to the city police, 
even though the campus police knew of their 
involvement. “Thank you for contacting me 
regarding this rumor — I am glad I can dispel 
that one!” Mr. Russell told TMZ in an email. 
The university said Mr. Russell was unaware 
of any other police investigation at the time of 
the inquiry. Soon after, the Tallahassee police 
belatedly sent their files to the news media 
and to the prosecutor, William N. Meggs. By 
then critical evidence had been lost and Mr. 
Meggs, who criticized the police’s handling of 
the case, declined to prosecute.

Only after the end of Florida State’s na-
tional championship season did the university, 
having begun a disciplinary inquiry, attempt 
without success to interview Mr. Winston. Sev-
en more months would pass before the school 
interviewed his accuser, who had long since 
dropped out. Mr. Winston has acknowledged 
having sex with his accuser, but said it was 
consensual. He will cooperate with the univer-
sity’s disciplinary inquiry, which the university 
said Friday would be conducted by an indepen-
dent hearing officer.

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man and 

a woman were fighting outside an apartment 
complex three miles north of the Florida State 
campus. The caller, a neighbor, asked the po-
lice to hurry. He said the man was grabbing 
the baby, punching the mother and trying to 
block her from driving away. “He jumped be-
hind the truck, and she tried to run him over,” 
he said.

It was not the first time the couple had 
fought, the caller said, adding, “You can con-
stantly hear them screaming.”

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police 
were on the scene. Officer Paul Donaldson later 
summed up what they had learned in a three-
paragraph report: The man and woman were 
inside talking, not yelling. He was holding their 



baby. During an earlier argument, 
she had tried to leave their apart-
ment, taking the baby with her, but 
he objected. Both calmed down 
and went back inside. “There was 
no bruising or evidence of a bat-
tery,” the police report stated, call-
ing the complaint “unfounded.”

Because police departments 
have historically treated com-
plaints of domestic violence less 
seriously than other violent crimes, 
many departments have adopted 
clear investigative protocols, some 
of them codified in state laws. But 
since the officers decided that this 
was not a case of domestic vio-
lence, they avoided having to fol-
low those protocols and their own 
department policies, according to 
police records and interviews with 
domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to 
have done little investigating. Of-
ficer Donaldson’s report contains 
no indication that the police inter-
viewed any witnesses or obtained 
written statements, nor did he give 
a reason for failing to do so. Be-
cause the 911 caller said the alter-
cation occurred outside, the police 
could have attempted to examine 
video from security cameras fixed 
throughout the apartment com-
plex, but the report includes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on domestic 
violence, not just in Florida but nationally, cer-
tainly you would want to see if there were any 
witnesses,” said Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the 
Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 
“So based on the 911 call, there was a witness. 
That is pretty basic domestic violence training 
for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not an 
arrest is made, officers must clearly indicate 
in their report that “the alleged offense was an 
incident of domestic violence.” They must then 
send the report to the designated domestic vio-
lence crisis center.

The department spokesman, Officer 
Northway, said the case was correctly reclas-
sified as a “domestic disturbance” because of-

ficers had determined that it was only a “ver-
bal argument.”

After viewing the police report, provided 
by The Times, the director of the designated 
crisis center in Tallahassee, Refuge House, said 
she believed that the episode should have been 
classified as domestic violence, with the report 
sent to her office.

“Refuge House has raised its concerns 
about this report to T.P.D. and is awaiting a full 
response,” the director, Meg Baldwin, said in  
a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed to 
broader concerns about domestic abuse involv-
ing Florida State football players.

“Victims of domestic violence at the hands 
of F.S.U. football players have come to us, be-
lieving that they can’t go to police, can’t get an 
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”

JIM ROGASH/GETTY IMAGES

TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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case was being investigated as a po-
tential felony, since it involved damage
in excess of $1,000 resulting from crimi-
nal mischief.

Under university rules, a felony ar-
rest results in automatic suspension
from the team.

After officers made inquiries, Monk
Bonasorte, an associate athletic direc-
tor, said the cost of replacing the win-
dows would be split among the four
players and others involved in the
shootout. In response to questions from
The Times, the university said 13 of the
team’s 100 or so players — far more
than reported earlier — had paid $300
apiece. The police report added that Mr.
Sudekum no longer wanted to pursue
charges, and the case was dropped.

This past June, Florida State players
were implicated in another previously
unreported BB-gun shooting that
caused damage and frightened tenants
at the Cypress Gardens apartment com-
plex. In what appeared to be retaliation
for a BB-gun assault that shattered the
apartment windows of a Florida State
player that morning, three football play-
ers drove into the complex’s parking lot,
jumped out and started exchanging fire
with a fourth man.

In the ensuing mayhem, two cars be-
longing to tenants were damaged — the
back window of one was shattered, and
the other was hit five times, causing
dents and smashing the side mirror —
and frightened bystanders took cover.

“Whatever they were using, these
weren’t toys you get at Walmart, they
had some power behind them,” said
Cameron Manning, whose apartment
overlooks the scene. “It looked like a
drug deal gone bad.”

Police officers responded and, based
on witnesses and a security camera vid-
eo, initially believed the shooting in-
volved firearms. Officers fanned out to
search the area and called in a helicop-
ter from the Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. A homicide investigator from the
Tallahassee police violent crimes unit
was assigned to the case.

The investigator, Scott Cherry, soon
figured out that the shooting had in-
volved BB guns and within a day had
identified four suspects: a Cypress Gar-
dens resident named Prince Adams and
three Florida State football players, Dal-
vin Cook, Trey Marshall and Mr. Wilson,
the wide receiver. The sensitivity of the
football players’ involvement became
clear in what happened next.

According to a report that he wrote
later, the investigator described the
facts of the case to the state attorney’s
office on July 2, but at first did not re-
veal the “names or status of the sub-
jects.” Then, after explaining that three
of them were Florida State players, “I
was instructed that the issue would
have to be ‘round-tabled’ with the divi-
sion chiefs” before deciding what to do,
he wrote.

The chief assistant state attorney,
Georgia Cappleman, said, “We round-
tabled the matter to get a consensus be-
cause the prosecutors who were re-
viewing it did not agree on how the mat-
ter should be handled.” Ultimately, they
concluded that the crime involved was
disorderly conduct — a lesser offense
than the criminal mischief designation
the investigator was considering.

The inquiry went nowhere for more
than two months until the police began
interviewing the players on Sept. 8, not
long after The Times began asking
about it. In his report, the investigator
wrote that he had been preoccupied
with more serious cases over the sum-
mer. He said the state attorney’s office
“looked at this incident again” and de-
cided that a misdemeanor charge of
criminal mischief was, in fact, warrant-
ed, and on Oct. 2, all four suspects were
charged and ordered to appear in court
later this month.

The criminal mischief count fell short
of a felony because the police estimated
the damage to the tenants’ cars at less
than $1,000. In arriving at that figure, in-
vestigators did not take into account the
cost of the apartment windows that had
been shot out earlier the same day in an
episode that witnesses said involved
some of the same suspects.

The police spokesman said the chief
had found the delay in the case to be un-
acceptable and had instituted a new pol-
icy to prevent such lapses. 

Stolen Scooter
The BB-gun investigation came at an

inopportune time for Mr. Wilson, who
on June 17, just a week before the shoot-
out, had been stopped by the Tallahas-
see police for riding around on the mo-
tor scooter that had been reported stol-
en. At first, it was unclear if he would
face charges related to the theft, as he
insisted to the officers that he had bor-
rowed the scooter from a student he
knew only as “Drew.”

Officer Petroczky’s initial report was
not short on praise for Mr. Wilson. After
the officer identified him as a football
player, he wrote, Mr. Wilson did not at-
tempt to flee and “was completely co-
operative and calm during the entire en-
counter.” He added, “It is not typical for
a suspect that is knowingly operating a
stolen vehicle to be so compliant.”

Later that night, after meeting the
scooter’s owner in the Florida State
parking lot, Officer Petroczky wrote an
addendum to his report, saying he had
concluded that the owner was not, in
fact, the mysterious “Drew” and had
not lent the vehicle to anyone. Yet he
still did not arrest Mr. Wilson, and in-
stead turned the whole matter over to
the university police, where the case
languished for weeks.

The police spokesman, Officer North-
way, said the chief had ordered his in-
ternal-affairs unit to look into the case
because “the allegation that an officer
might have tried to influence a citizen
not to file charges in a possible felony
theft is a serious allegation.” The scoot-
er owner, who asked that he not be iden-
tified out of concern for retaliation on
campus, said in the email interview that
it was only after his father complained
to the police that the case had picked up
steam.

“It didn’t seem like they were pursu-
ing the case much and were waiting to
see if I would just forget about it or let it
be,” the student said. 

Mr. Wilson finally admitted that he
had stolen the scooter after finding it
with the keys in the ignition, and on July
9 he was charged with grand-theft auto,
a felony. Mr. Wilson was suspended
from play, although he took part in sum-
mer practice.

Mr. Wilson’s lawyer, Tim Jansen, who
specializes in representing Florida
State athletes in trouble, succeeded in
getting the charge reduced to a misde-
meanor. Mr. Wilson pleaded no contest,
was sentenced to 30 days on a sheriff’s
work detail — to begin after football
season — and through his lawyer paid
$1,000 restitution for damage to the
scooter. 

It is unclear where he came up with
the money. According to a letter his
mother wrote to the judge in an eviction
proceeding that was happening at the
same time, neither she nor her son
could pay his back rent and utilities of
$3,139. She said she was out of work and
could come up with only $1,000 for her
son’s landlord. 

Florida State reinstated Mr. Wilson
after the Seminoles’ first game; five
weeks into the season, he was the
team’s second-leading receiver. 

Rape Accusation
On Jan. 10, 2013, a female student at

Florida State spotted the man she be-
lieved had raped her the previous
month. After learning his name, Jameis
Winston, she reported him to the Talla-
hassee police.

In the 21 months since, Florida State
officials have said little about how they
handled the case, which is now one of
dozens across the nation being investi-
gated by the federal Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights.

But new information has recently
emerged, as part of The Times’s con-
tinuing examination of the case, indicat-
ing that it was Florida State’s athletic
department that decided the allegation
did not merit a university investigation.
Normally, university officials outside
the department handle such matters. 

According to a statement released by
the university on Tuesday, senior athlet-
ic department officials met with Mr.
Winston’s lawyer, Mr. Jansen, within
days of his identification as a suspect
and quickly concluded that “there were
no grounds for further action.” The ac-
cuser’s former lawyer, Patricia A. Car-
roll, said the department did not contact
her at the time to get her client’s side of
the story. 

Although Florida State was legally
obligated to conduct a “prompt, thor-
ough and impartial” disciplinary inqui-
ry, the university chose not to, as the
team marched to the national champi-
onship. “This is exactly the cover-up we
suspected,” Baine P. Kerr, a lawyer for
Mr. Winston’s accuser, said in a state-
ment responding to the new informa-
tion. “Coach Fisher and his associates
‘concluded’ that they would keep it to
themselves. But football coaches don’t
get to decide whether schools investi-
gate athletes for rape.”

According to the university’s state-
ment, Mr. Winston’s lawyer “informed
the athletics department that the police
had dropped the investigation.” Based
on that information, and accounts given
“by the athlete and two others who had
witnessed the encounter,” athletic offi-
cials made the decision that no inquiry
was warranted.

At times, the university’s statement

underscores inconsistencies in the case.
The Tallahassee police have said pub-
licly that they had not dropped the case
— only temporarily suspended it — and
according to police records, detectives
at the time knew nothing about the two
witnesses, both friends of Mr. Win-
ston’s. One of them, Mr. Winston’s
roommate, took a video of the encoun-
ter, only to discard it before the police
could examine it. 

On Friday, as The Times was prepar-
ing to publish this article, the university
sent an open letter to the Florida State
community, laying out the university’s
timeline of events and defending its
handling of the case. 

In response to questions from The
Times, university officials said they had
fully informed federal investigators six
months ago about the athletic depart-
ment’s knowledge of the sexual-assault
allegation in January 2013. The officials
said they were limited in what they
could say publicly about the case be-
cause of privacy laws, and declined to
make athletic department officials or
Mr. Winston and other team members
available for interviews. Mr. Jansen
also declined to discuss the case. 

As The Times reported last April, the
Tallahassee police also failed to aggres-
sively investigate the rape accusation.
It did not become public until Novem-
ber, when a Tampa reporter, Matt
Baker, acting on a tip, sought records of
the police investigation. 

Upon learning of Mr. Baker’s inquiry,
Florida State, having shown little curi-
osity about the rape accusation, sudden-
ly took a keen interest in the journalist
seeking to report it, according to emails
obtained by The Times.

“Can you share any details on the re-
questing source?” David Perry, the uni-
versity’s police chief, asked the Talla-
hassee police. Several hours later, Mr.
Bonasorte, the senior athletic depart-

ment official, asked Chief Perry if the
requester was a sportswriter. The chief
did not know. At 7:59 the next morning,
a city official informed the chief that Mr.
Baker was in fact a sports reporter. By
11 a.m., the athletic department had
tracked down his résumé. 

Might the Tallahassee police try to
block the report’s release on legal
grounds? Mr. Bonasorte wanted to
know. “I will talk to Jimbo, if released or
not,” he said, in an email to Chief Perry. 

TMZ, the gossip website, also re-
quested the police report and later
asked the school’s deputy police chief,
Jim L. Russell, if the campus police had
interviewed Mr. Winston about the rape
report. Mr. Russell responded by saying
his officers were not investigating the
case, omitting any reference to the city
police, even though the campus police
knew of their involvement. “Thank you
for contacting me regarding this rumor
— I am glad I can dispel that one!” Mr.
Russell told TMZ in an email. The uni-
versity said Mr. Russell was unaware of
any other police investigation at the
time of the inquiry. Soon after, the Talla-
hassee police belatedly sent their files
to the news media and to the prosecu-
tor, William N. Meggs. By then critical
evidence had been lost and Mr. Meggs,
who criticized the police’s handling of
the case, declined to prosecute. 

Only after the end of Florida State’s
national championship season did the
university, having begun a disciplinary
inquiry, attempt without success to in-
terview Mr. Winston. Seven more
months would pass before the school in-
terviewed his accuser, who had long
since dropped out. Mr. Winston has ac-
knowledged having sex with his accus-
er, but said it was consensual. He will
cooperate with the university’s disci-
plinary inquiry, which the university
said Friday would be conducted by an
independent hearing officer. 

Abuse Call to 911
The 911 call came at 3:10 a.m. A man

and a woman were fighting outside an
apartment complex three miles north of
the Florida State campus. The caller, a
neighbor, asked the police to hurry. He
said the man was grabbing the baby,
punching the mother and trying to
block her from driving away. “He
jumped behind the truck, and she tried
to run him over,” he said. 

It was not the first time the couple
had fought, the caller said, adding, “You
can constantly hear them screaming.” 

In two minutes, the Tallahassee police
were on the scene. Officer Paul Don-
aldson later summed up what they had
learned in a three-paragraph report:
The man and woman were inside talk-
ing, not yelling. He was holding their
baby. During an earlier argument, she
had tried to leave their apartment, tak-
ing the baby with her, but he objected.
Both calmed down and went back in-
side. “There was no bruising or evi-
dence of a battery,” the police report
stated, calling the complaint “unfound-
ed.” 

Because police departments have his-
torically treated complaints of domestic
violence less seriously than other vio-
lent crimes, many departments have
adopted clear investigative protocols,
some of them codified in state laws. But
since the officers decided that this was
not a case of domestic violence, they
avoided having to follow those protocols
and their own department policies, ac-
cording to police records and interviews
with domestic violence experts.

Over all, the police appear to have
done little investigating. Officer Don-
aldson’s report contains no indication
that the police interviewed any witness-
es or obtained written statements, nor
did he give a reason for failing to do so.
Because the 911 caller said the alterca-
tion occurred outside, the police could
have attempted to examine video from
security cameras fixed throughout the
apartment complex, but the report in-
cludes no mention of it.

“The training that I have seen on do-
mestic violence, not just in Florida but
nationally, certainly you would want to
see if there were any witnesses,” said
Nina Zollo, legal counsel to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
“So based on the 911 call, there was a
witness. That is pretty basic domestic
violence training for officers.”

Florida law states that whether or not
an arrest is made, officers must clearly
indicate in their report that “the alleged
offense was an incident of domestic vio-
lence.” They must then send the report
to the designated domestic violence cri-
sis center. 

The department spokesman, Officer
Northway, said the case was correctly
reclassified as a “domestic disturb-
ance” because officers had determined
that it was only a “verbal argument.” 

After viewing the police report, pro-
vided by The Times, the director of the
designated crisis center in Tallahassee,
Refuge House, said she believed that
the episode should have been classified
as domestic violence, with the report
sent to her office. 

“Refuge House has raised its con-
cerns about this report to T.P.D. and is
awaiting a full response,” the director,
Meg Baldwin, said in a statement.

Ms. Baldwin said the episode pointed
to broader concerns about domestic
abuse involving Florida State football
players. 

“Victims of domestic violence at the
hands of F.S.U. football players have
come to us, believing that they can’t go
to police, can’t get an injunction safely,
can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t be seen
anywhere near the F.S.U. victim advo-
cate office, and face enormous risk to
their safety, alone with an attacker who
is physically massive and habituated to
physical aggression,” she said. “None of
these victims even filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may
have been less than diligent in their in-
vestigation, but there was one item they
did not neglect: notifying their supervi-
sor, Sgt. David McCranie, “due to the
fact that it was an F.S.U. football play-
er.”

The sergeant was recently demoted
after running two red lights and hol-
lering at state troopers while off duty.
He said he got carried away because he
was excited about Florida State winning
a big softball game against Michigan. 

“Where I was, everybody was whoop-
ing and hollering,” he told internal af-
fairs investigators. “The streets were
busy. And I left, and as I passed the
trooper, I whooped and hollered.”
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Jesus (Bobo) Wilson, above and
at Florida State’s game last year
against Boston College. He was
charged with grand-theft auto in
the stealing of a motor scooter,
but the charge was later reduced
to a misdemeanor. The officer
who wrote the report on the inci-
dent did not arrest Mr. Wilson,
and the Tallahassee police are
conducting an inquiry into their
handling of the affair. 

A web page from a booster club called Old School, showing a photo-
graph from a 2012 fund-raiser. Dennis Jones, right, who was Talla-
hassee’s police chief, kicked off the event by firing a shotgun.
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injunction safely, can’t complain to F.S.U., can’t 
be seen anywhere near the F.S.U. victim ad-
vocate office, and face enormous risk to their 
safety, alone with an attacker who is physically 
massive and habituated to physical aggres-
sion,” she said. “None of these victims even 
filed a police report.”

In the January case, the officers may have 
been less than diligent in their investigation, 
but there was one item they did not neglect: 
notifying their supervisor, Sgt. David McCra-

nie, “due to the fact that it was an F.S.U. foot-
ball player.”

The sergeant was recently demoted after 
running two red lights and hollering at state 
troopers while off duty. He said he got carried 
away because he was excited about Florida State 
winning a big softball game against Michigan.

“Where I was, everybody was whooping 
and hollering,” he told internal affairs investiga-
tors. “The streets were busy. And I left, and as I 
passed the trooper, I whooped and hollered.”   n 




