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WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration on Friday un-
veiled data showing that many
Americans with health insurance
bought under the Affordable Care
Act could face substantial price
increases next year — in some
cases as much as 20 percent —
unless they switch plans.

The data became available just
hours before the health insurance
marketplace was to open to buy-
ers seeking insurance for 2015.

An analysis of the data by The
New York Times suggests that al-
though consumers will often be
able to find new health plans with
prices comparable to those they
now pay, the situation varies
greatly from state to state and
even among counties in the same
state. 

“Consumers should shop
around,” said Marilyn B. Taven-
ner, administrator of the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, which runs the federal in-
surance exchange serving three
dozen states. “With new options
available this year, they’re likely
to find a better deal.” She as-
serted that the data showed that
“the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing.” 

But Republicans quickly
pounced on the data as evidence
of the opposite.

“Last year, many who liked
their plan were surprised to learn
they couldn’t keep it,” said Sena-
tor Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who is
in line to become chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee.
“This year, many who like their
plan will likely have to pay more
to keep it.”

The new data means that
many of the seven million people
who have bought insurance
through federal and state ex-
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By DANNY HAKIM

LONDON — American compa-
nies have plowed more money
into the Netherlands than any
other country in the world — for
five years running.

This does not reflect a new fas-
cination with pot or pancakes. It
is about the taxes, or lack of
them.

The laws in Netherlands shield
a variety of profits from taxation,
making it attractive for big multi-
national companies like Star-
bucks, Google and IBM to set up
offices. Even rock stars like the
Rolling Stones and U2 have taken
advantage of Dutch tax shelters.

The same goes for Luxem-
bourg, Bermuda, Ireland and the
British Caribbean countries like
the Cayman Islands. Along with
the Netherlands, those places
rank among the top destinations
for foreign direct investment
from the United States, according
to a review of data collected by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis
that shows how entrenched tax
avoidance strategies have be-
come.

Global authorities are now
aiming to close the loopholes that
have let such locales flourish and
have allowed multinational cor-
porations to legally avoid paying
billions of dollars in taxes. On Fri-
day, European Union authorities
publicly accused the Netherlands
of making a special deal with
Starbucks that helped the coffee
company lower its taxes, seeing
it as potentially illegal state aid.

It is the latest case to focus on
favorable and often secretive tax
arrangements between big multi-
nationals and tax authorities —
deals struck between Apple and
Ireland, and Amazon and Fiat
with Luxembourg. European au-
thorities have also asked coun-
tries about arrangements made
with a number of other compa-
nies, including Microsoft.

But regulators, if they even
make a truly determined effort,
face an uphill battle in changing
the system.

Companies, for one, are doing
their best to minimize the fallout.

Starbucks hired RLM Fins-
bury, a crisis communications 
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By JULIA PRESTON

When President Obama an-
nounces major changes to the na-
tion’s immigration enforcement
system as early as next week, his
decision will partly be a result of
a yearslong campaign of pres-
sure by immigrant rights groups,
which have grown from a cluster
of lobbying organizations into a
national force.

A vital part of that expansion
has involved money: major dona-
tions from some of the nation’s
wealthiest liberal foundations, in-
cluding the Ford Foundation, the
Carnegie Corporation of New
York, the Open Society Founda-
tions of the financier George
Soros, and the Atlantic Philan-
thropies. Over the past decade
those donors have invested more
than $300 million in immigrant
organizations, including many
fighting for a pathway to citi-
zenship for immigrants here ille-
gally.

The philanthropies helped the
groups rebound after setbacks
and financed the infrastructure of
a network in constant motion,
with marches, rallies, vigils,
fasts, bus tours and voter drives.
The donors maintained their sup-
port as the immigration issue be-
came fiercely partisan on Capitol
Hill and the activists intensified
their protests, engaging in civil
disobedience and brash confron-
tations with lawmakers and the
police.

The donors’ strategy arose in
2007, as immigrant groups nursed
wounds from a rout after a bill
pushed by President George W.
Bush failed in Congress.

“For all our vaunted work, we
were basically a fractious coali-
tion that just got our butts
kicked,” said Frank Sharry, a
longtime advocate who is now ex-
ecutive director of America’s
Voice, a core organization in the
coalition.

Atlantic and several other phi-
lanthropies funded a series of
soul-searching retreats. Days
and nights of arguments pro-
duced a plan that came to be
known as the four pillars. The
groups agreed to redouble their 
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By ALAN SCHWARZ

CONCORD, Calif. — Every
time Matthias is kicked out of a
school or day camp for defying
adults and clashing with other
children, his mother, Joelle Ken-
dle, inches closer to a decision
she dreads. With each morning of
arm-twisting and leg-flailing as
she tries to get him dressed and
out the door for first grade, the
temptation intensifies.

Ms. Kendle is torn over wheth-
er to have Matthias, just 6 and al-
ready taking the stimulant

Adderall for attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder, go on a sec-
ond and more potent medication:
the antipsychotic Risperdal.

Her dilemma is shared by a
steadily rising number of Ameri-
can families who are using mul-
tiple psychotropic drugs — stim-
ulants, antipsychotics, anti-
depressants and others — to tem-
per their children’s troublesome
behavior, even though many doc-
tors who mix such medications
acknowledge that little is known
about the overall benefits and
risks for children.

In 2012 about one in 54 young-

sters ages 6 through 17 covered
by private insurance was taking
at least two psychotropic medica-
tions — a rise of 44 percent in
four years, according to Express
Scripts, which processes pre-
scriptions for 85 million Ameri-
cans. Academic studies of chil-
dren covered by Medicaid have
also found higher rates and
growth. Combined, the data sug-
gest that about one million chil-
dren are currently taking various
combinations of psychotropics.

Risks of antipsychotics alone,
for example, are known to in-
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By ANDREW HIGGINS

LVIV, Ukraine — Taras Dem-
lan was out for a quiet drink with
friends in the western Ukrainian
city of Lviv, a beguiling jewel of
Hapsburg architectural splendor,
and his companions persuaded
him to try the specialty of the
house.

A waitress took off his shirt,
tethered his hands behind the
back of a chair and began drip-
ping molten wax from a burning
candle on Mr. Demlan’s chest.
Then came a rubdown with ice
cubes followed by lashings of a
whip across his bare back.

“That,” said Mr. Demlan of his
ordeal at Lviv’s Masoch Cafe,
“was really uncomfortable.”

Discomfort, however, is exact-
ly what Leopold von Sacher-
Masoch, the 19th-century writer
from Lviv in whose honor the
cafe is named, would have want-
ed. His best known work, “Venus
in Furs,” features lengthy philo-
sophical ruminations on and de-
scriptions of sexual pleasure de-
rived from pain, and led a Vien-

nese professor of psychology,
Richard von Krafft-Ebing, to coin
the term “masochism” as a de-
scription of what he viewed as a
deviant clinical condition.

As a gimmick to attract atten-
tion, the writer’s legacy would

seem unbeatable for a city eager
to attract foreign tourists to the
western edge of Ukraine, a for-
mer Soviet republic better known
these days for its political tur-
moil, struggles with President
Vladimir V. Putin’s Kremlin and

general post-Communist angst.
“He is world famous; he put

our city on the map,” said Yuri
Nazuruk, the creative director of
the company that runs Masoch
Cafe and a string of other theme
restaurants inspired by local his-
tory.

But the link to masochism
brings little pleasure to guard-
ians of Lviv’s image as a cradle of
Ukrainian nationalism that sur-
vived the miseries of the Soviet
Union to reclaim its position as
one of Europe’s great, inventive
and most seductively beautiful
cities. They prefer to celebrate
other aspects of Lviv’s creative
spirit, like the introduction, in
1853, of Europe’s first street-
lights.

“People here treat Sacher-
Masoch as a joke, not as some-
body serious,” said Petro Kolodiy,
the chairman of Lviv’s regional
legislature and a local leader of
Svoboda, a dour nationalist party
that bars atheists and promotes
nationhood built on common
“blood and spirit.” 

“I have never studied him my-

City Tied to Masochism Finds Link Painful, Sure, but Some Like It
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A waitress at the Masoch Cafe in Lviv, Ukraine, pouring a drink
into the mouth of a customer voluntarily tied to a chair. 
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By MIKE McINTIRE and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — In the
early morning hours of Oct. 5, as
this college town was celebrating
another big football victory by
Florida State University, a start-
ing cornerback on the team drove
his car into the path of an oncom-
ing vehicle driven by a teenager
returning home from a job at the
Olive Garden.

Both cars were totaled. But
rather than remain at the scene
as the law requires, the football
player, P. J. Williams, left his
wrecked vehicle in the street and
fled into the darkness along with
his two passengers, including
Ronald Darby, the team’s other
starting cornerback.

The Tallahassee police re-
sponded to the off-campus acci-
dent, eventually reaching out to
the Florida State University po-
lice and the university’s athletic
department.

By the next day, it was as if the

hit and run had never happened.
The New York Times looked

into how the police handled the
case, reviewing law enforcement
records and interviewing wit-
nesses, lawyers, the police and a
university representative. The
examination found that Mr. Wil-
liams, driving with a suspended
license, had been given a break
by the Tallahassee police, who
initially labeled the accident a hit
and run, a criminal act, but later
decided to issue Mr. Williams
only two traffic tickets. After-
ward, the case did not show up in
the city’s public online database
of police calls — a technical error,
the police said. 

Mr. Williams eventually re-
turned to the scene. But Tallahas-
see officers did not test him for
alcohol. Nor did their report in-
dicate whether they asked if he
had been drinking or why he had 
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla.

In the early morning hours of Oct. 5, as this 
college town was celebrating another big 
football victory by Florida State University, 

a starting cornerback on the team drove his 
car into the path of an oncoming vehicle driven 
by a teenager returning home from a job at the 
Olive Garden.

Both cars were totaled. But rather than 
remain at the scene as the law requires, the 
football player, P. J. Williams, left his wrecked 
vehicle in the street and fled into the darkness 
along with his two passengers, including Ron-
ald Darby, the team’s other starting cornerback.

The Tallahassee police responded to the off-
campus accident, eventually reaching out to the 
Florida State University police and the univer-
sity’s athletic department.

By the next day, it was as if the hit and run 
had never happened.

The New York Times looked into how the 
police handled the case, reviewing law enforce-
ment records and interviewing witnesses, 
lawyers, the police and a university represen-
tative. The examination found that Mr. Wil-
liams, driving with a suspended license, had 
been given a break by the Tallahassee police, 
who initially labeled the accident a hit and run, 
a criminal act, but later decided to issue Mr. 
Williams only two traffic tickets. Afterward, 
the case did not show up in the city’s public 
online database of police calls — a technical 
error, the police said.

Mr. Williams eventually returned to the 
scene. But Tallahassee officers did not test him 
for alcohol. Nor did their report indicate wheth-
er they asked if he had been drinking or why he 
had fled — logical questions, since the accident 

occurred at 2:37 a.m. The report also minimized 
the impact of the crash on the driver of the oth-
er car, Ian Keith, by failing to indicate that his 
airbag had deployed — an important detail, be-
cause Mr. Keith said in an interview that the air-
bag had cut and bruised his hands.

The university police, who lacked jurisdic-
tion, nevertheless sent two ranking officers — 
including the shift commander — to the scene. 
Yet they wrote no report about their actions 
that night. Florida State dismissed the role of 
its officers in the episode as too minor to require 
a report or to be entered into their own online 
police log, comparing it to an instance when 
campus officers responded to a baby opossum 
falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously unreported by 
the news media, comes amid heightened na-
tional scrutiny of preferential treatment given 
to athletes, including articles by The Times ex-
amining how the authorities have sometimes 
gone easy on Florida State football players ac-
cused of wrongdoing. The Tallahassee police 
conducted virtually no investigation of a 2012 
rape accusation against quarterback Jameis 
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Trophy winner. Mr. 
Winston is scheduled for a student disciplinary 
hearing Dec. 1, nearly two years after the accu-
sation was first made. He has denied sexually 
assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Miami who 
helped write a state law enacted this year that 
toughened penalties for hit-and-run drivers, 
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5 crash had war-
ranted criminal charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning, people fleeing 
on foot — at the very least you’ve got to charge 
them with hit and run,” he said, adding, “You 
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WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration on Friday un-
veiled data showing that many
Americans with health insurance
bought under the Affordable Care
Act could face substantial price
increases next year — in some
cases as much as 20 percent —
unless they switch plans.

The data became available just
hours before the health insurance
marketplace was to open to buy-
ers seeking insurance for 2015.

An analysis of the data by The
New York Times suggests that al-
though consumers will often be
able to find new health plans with
prices comparable to those they
now pay, the situation varies
greatly from state to state and
even among counties in the same
state. 

“Consumers should shop
around,” said Marilyn B. Taven-
ner, administrator of the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, which runs the federal in-
surance exchange serving three
dozen states. “With new options
available this year, they’re likely
to find a better deal.” She as-
serted that the data showed that
“the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing.” 

But Republicans quickly
pounced on the data as evidence
of the opposite.

“Last year, many who liked
their plan were surprised to learn
they couldn’t keep it,” said Sena-
tor Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who is
in line to become chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee.
“This year, many who like their
plan will likely have to pay more
to keep it.”

The new data means that
many of the seven million people
who have bought insurance
through federal and state ex-
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By DANNY HAKIM

LONDON — American compa-
nies have plowed more money
into the Netherlands than any
other country in the world — for
five years running.

This does not reflect a new fas-
cination with pot or pancakes. It
is about the taxes, or lack of
them.

The laws in Netherlands shield
a variety of profits from taxation,
making it attractive for big multi-
national companies like Star-
bucks, Google and IBM to set up
offices. Even rock stars like the
Rolling Stones and U2 have taken
advantage of Dutch tax shelters.

The same goes for Luxem-
bourg, Bermuda, Ireland and the
British Caribbean countries like
the Cayman Islands. Along with
the Netherlands, those places
rank among the top destinations
for foreign direct investment
from the United States, according
to a review of data collected by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis
that shows how entrenched tax
avoidance strategies have be-
come.

Global authorities are now
aiming to close the loopholes that
have let such locales flourish and
have allowed multinational cor-
porations to legally avoid paying
billions of dollars in taxes. On Fri-
day, European Union authorities
publicly accused the Netherlands
of making a special deal with
Starbucks that helped the coffee
company lower its taxes, seeing
it as potentially illegal state aid.

It is the latest case to focus on
favorable and often secretive tax
arrangements between big multi-
nationals and tax authorities —
deals struck between Apple and
Ireland, and Amazon and Fiat
with Luxembourg. European au-
thorities have also asked coun-
tries about arrangements made
with a number of other compa-
nies, including Microsoft.

But regulators, if they even
make a truly determined effort,
face an uphill battle in changing
the system.

Companies, for one, are doing
their best to minimize the fallout.

Starbucks hired RLM Fins-
bury, a crisis communications 
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By JULIA PRESTON

When President Obama an-
nounces major changes to the na-
tion’s immigration enforcement
system as early as next week, his
decision will partly be a result of
a yearslong campaign of pres-
sure by immigrant rights groups,
which have grown from a cluster
of lobbying organizations into a
national force.

A vital part of that expansion
has involved money: major dona-
tions from some of the nation’s
wealthiest liberal foundations, in-
cluding the Ford Foundation, the
Carnegie Corporation of New
York, the Open Society Founda-
tions of the financier George
Soros, and the Atlantic Philan-
thropies. Over the past decade
those donors have invested more
than $300 million in immigrant
organizations, including many
fighting for a pathway to citi-
zenship for immigrants here ille-
gally.

The philanthropies helped the
groups rebound after setbacks
and financed the infrastructure of
a network in constant motion,
with marches, rallies, vigils,
fasts, bus tours and voter drives.
The donors maintained their sup-
port as the immigration issue be-
came fiercely partisan on Capitol
Hill and the activists intensified
their protests, engaging in civil
disobedience and brash confron-
tations with lawmakers and the
police.

The donors’ strategy arose in
2007, as immigrant groups nursed
wounds from a rout after a bill
pushed by President George W.
Bush failed in Congress.

“For all our vaunted work, we
were basically a fractious coali-
tion that just got our butts
kicked,” said Frank Sharry, a
longtime advocate who is now ex-
ecutive director of America’s
Voice, a core organization in the
coalition.

Atlantic and several other phi-
lanthropies funded a series of
soul-searching retreats. Days
and nights of arguments pro-
duced a plan that came to be
known as the four pillars. The
groups agreed to redouble their 
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By ALAN SCHWARZ

CONCORD, Calif. — Every
time Matthias is kicked out of a
school or day camp for defying
adults and clashing with other
children, his mother, Joelle Ken-
dle, inches closer to a decision
she dreads. With each morning of
arm-twisting and leg-flailing as
she tries to get him dressed and
out the door for first grade, the
temptation intensifies.

Ms. Kendle is torn over wheth-
er to have Matthias, just 6 and al-
ready taking the stimulant

Adderall for attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder, go on a sec-
ond and more potent medication:
the antipsychotic Risperdal.

Her dilemma is shared by a
steadily rising number of Ameri-
can families who are using mul-
tiple psychotropic drugs — stim-
ulants, antipsychotics, anti-
depressants and others — to tem-
per their children’s troublesome
behavior, even though many doc-
tors who mix such medications
acknowledge that little is known
about the overall benefits and
risks for children.

In 2012 about one in 54 young-

sters ages 6 through 17 covered
by private insurance was taking
at least two psychotropic medica-
tions — a rise of 44 percent in
four years, according to Express
Scripts, which processes pre-
scriptions for 85 million Ameri-
cans. Academic studies of chil-
dren covered by Medicaid have
also found higher rates and
growth. Combined, the data sug-
gest that about one million chil-
dren are currently taking various
combinations of psychotropics.

Risks of antipsychotics alone,
for example, are known to in-
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By ANDREW HIGGINS

LVIV, Ukraine — Taras Dem-
lan was out for a quiet drink with
friends in the western Ukrainian
city of Lviv, a beguiling jewel of
Hapsburg architectural splendor,
and his companions persuaded
him to try the specialty of the
house.

A waitress took off his shirt,
tethered his hands behind the
back of a chair and began drip-
ping molten wax from a burning
candle on Mr. Demlan’s chest.
Then came a rubdown with ice
cubes followed by lashings of a
whip across his bare back.

“That,” said Mr. Demlan of his
ordeal at Lviv’s Masoch Cafe,
“was really uncomfortable.”

Discomfort, however, is exact-
ly what Leopold von Sacher-
Masoch, the 19th-century writer
from Lviv in whose honor the
cafe is named, would have want-
ed. His best known work, “Venus
in Furs,” features lengthy philo-
sophical ruminations on and de-
scriptions of sexual pleasure de-
rived from pain, and led a Vien-

nese professor of psychology,
Richard von Krafft-Ebing, to coin
the term “masochism” as a de-
scription of what he viewed as a
deviant clinical condition.

As a gimmick to attract atten-
tion, the writer’s legacy would

seem unbeatable for a city eager
to attract foreign tourists to the
western edge of Ukraine, a for-
mer Soviet republic better known
these days for its political tur-
moil, struggles with President
Vladimir V. Putin’s Kremlin and

general post-Communist angst.
“He is world famous; he put

our city on the map,” said Yuri
Nazuruk, the creative director of
the company that runs Masoch
Cafe and a string of other theme
restaurants inspired by local his-
tory.

But the link to masochism
brings little pleasure to guard-
ians of Lviv’s image as a cradle of
Ukrainian nationalism that sur-
vived the miseries of the Soviet
Union to reclaim its position as
one of Europe’s great, inventive
and most seductively beautiful
cities. They prefer to celebrate
other aspects of Lviv’s creative
spirit, like the introduction, in
1853, of Europe’s first street-
lights.

“People here treat Sacher-
Masoch as a joke, not as some-
body serious,” said Petro Kolodiy,
the chairman of Lviv’s regional
legislature and a local leader of
Svoboda, a dour nationalist party
that bars atheists and promotes
nationhood built on common
“blood and spirit.” 

“I have never studied him my-
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A waitress at the Masoch Cafe in Lviv, Ukraine, pouring a drink
into the mouth of a customer voluntarily tied to a chair. 
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — In the
early morning hours of Oct. 5, as
this college town was celebrating
another big football victory by
Florida State University, a start-
ing cornerback on the team drove
his car into the path of an oncom-
ing vehicle driven by a teenager
returning home from a job at the
Olive Garden.

Both cars were totaled. But
rather than remain at the scene
as the law requires, the football
player, P. J. Williams, left his
wrecked vehicle in the street and
fled into the darkness along with
his two passengers, including
Ronald Darby, the team’s other
starting cornerback.

The Tallahassee police re-
sponded to the off-campus acci-
dent, eventually reaching out to
the Florida State University po-
lice and the university’s athletic
department.

By the next day, it was as if the

hit and run had never happened.
The New York Times looked

into how the police handled the
case, reviewing law enforcement
records and interviewing wit-
nesses, lawyers, the police and a
university representative. The
examination found that Mr. Wil-
liams, driving with a suspended
license, had been given a break
by the Tallahassee police, who
initially labeled the accident a hit
and run, a criminal act, but later
decided to issue Mr. Williams
only two traffic tickets. After-
ward, the case did not show up in
the city’s public online database
of police calls — a technical error,
the police said. 

Mr. Williams eventually re-
turned to the scene. But Tallahas-
see officers did not test him for
alcohol. Nor did their report in-
dicate whether they asked if he
had been drinking or why he had 
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This article is by Robert Pear,
Reed Abelson and Agustin
Armendariz.

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration on Friday un-
veiled data showing that many
Americans with health insurance
bought under the Affordable Care
Act could face substantial price
increases next year — in some
cases as much as 20 percent —
unless they switch plans.

The data became available just
hours before the health insurance
marketplace was to open to buy-
ers seeking insurance for 2015.

An analysis of the data by The
New York Times suggests that al-
though consumers will often be
able to find new health plans with
prices comparable to those they
now pay, the situation varies
greatly from state to state and
even among counties in the same
state. 

“Consumers should shop
around,” said Marilyn B. Taven-
ner, administrator of the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, which runs the federal in-
surance exchange serving three
dozen states. “With new options
available this year, they’re likely
to find a better deal.” She as-
serted that the data showed that
“the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing.” 

But Republicans quickly
pounced on the data as evidence
of the opposite.

“Last year, many who liked
their plan were surprised to learn
they couldn’t keep it,” said Sena-
tor Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who is
in line to become chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee.
“This year, many who like their
plan will likely have to pay more
to keep it.”

The new data means that
many of the seven million people
who have bought insurance
through federal and state ex-

COST OF COVERAGE
UNDER CARE ACT

SET TO INCREASE

CHANGES VARY BY STATE

G.O.P. Pounces on New
Data as Enrollment

Is Set to Resume

Continued on Page A12

By DANNY HAKIM

LONDON — American compa-
nies have plowed more money
into the Netherlands than any
other country in the world — for
five years running.

This does not reflect a new fas-
cination with pot or pancakes. It
is about the taxes, or lack of
them.

The laws in Netherlands shield
a variety of profits from taxation,
making it attractive for big multi-
national companies like Star-
bucks, Google and IBM to set up
offices. Even rock stars like the
Rolling Stones and U2 have taken
advantage of Dutch tax shelters.

The same goes for Luxem-
bourg, Bermuda, Ireland and the
British Caribbean countries like
the Cayman Islands. Along with
the Netherlands, those places
rank among the top destinations
for foreign direct investment
from the United States, according
to a review of data collected by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis
that shows how entrenched tax
avoidance strategies have be-
come.

Global authorities are now
aiming to close the loopholes that
have let such locales flourish and
have allowed multinational cor-
porations to legally avoid paying
billions of dollars in taxes. On Fri-
day, European Union authorities
publicly accused the Netherlands
of making a special deal with
Starbucks that helped the coffee
company lower its taxes, seeing
it as potentially illegal state aid.

It is the latest case to focus on
favorable and often secretive tax
arrangements between big multi-
nationals and tax authorities —
deals struck between Apple and
Ireland, and Amazon and Fiat
with Luxembourg. European au-
thorities have also asked coun-
tries about arrangements made
with a number of other compa-
nies, including Microsoft.

But regulators, if they even
make a truly determined effort,
face an uphill battle in changing
the system.

Companies, for one, are doing
their best to minimize the fallout.

Starbucks hired RLM Fins-
bury, a crisis communications 

EUROPE TAKES AIM
AT DEALS CREATED
TO ESCAPE TAXES

SHELTERS SERVE AS LURE

Uphill Battle to Close
Loopholes Attracting

Multinationals
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By JULIA PRESTON

When President Obama an-
nounces major changes to the na-
tion’s immigration enforcement
system as early as next week, his
decision will partly be a result of
a yearslong campaign of pres-
sure by immigrant rights groups,
which have grown from a cluster
of lobbying organizations into a
national force.

A vital part of that expansion
has involved money: major dona-
tions from some of the nation’s
wealthiest liberal foundations, in-
cluding the Ford Foundation, the
Carnegie Corporation of New
York, the Open Society Founda-
tions of the financier George
Soros, and the Atlantic Philan-
thropies. Over the past decade
those donors have invested more
than $300 million in immigrant
organizations, including many
fighting for a pathway to citi-
zenship for immigrants here ille-
gally.

The philanthropies helped the
groups rebound after setbacks
and financed the infrastructure of
a network in constant motion,
with marches, rallies, vigils,
fasts, bus tours and voter drives.
The donors maintained their sup-
port as the immigration issue be-
came fiercely partisan on Capitol
Hill and the activists intensified
their protests, engaging in civil
disobedience and brash confron-
tations with lawmakers and the
police.

The donors’ strategy arose in
2007, as immigrant groups nursed
wounds from a rout after a bill
pushed by President George W.
Bush failed in Congress.

“For all our vaunted work, we
were basically a fractious coali-
tion that just got our butts
kicked,” said Frank Sharry, a
longtime advocate who is now ex-
ecutive director of America’s
Voice, a core organization in the
coalition.

Atlantic and several other phi-
lanthropies funded a series of
soul-searching retreats. Days
and nights of arguments pro-
duced a plan that came to be
known as the four pillars. The
groups agreed to redouble their 

Cash Amplifies
Call to Reshape

Immigration

Liberal Groups Spent
Over $300 Million
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President Obama, in Myanmar, met on Friday with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Page A4.
Lending His Voice to Her Cause

By ALAN SCHWARZ

CONCORD, Calif. — Every
time Matthias is kicked out of a
school or day camp for defying
adults and clashing with other
children, his mother, Joelle Ken-
dle, inches closer to a decision
she dreads. With each morning of
arm-twisting and leg-flailing as
she tries to get him dressed and
out the door for first grade, the
temptation intensifies.

Ms. Kendle is torn over wheth-
er to have Matthias, just 6 and al-
ready taking the stimulant

Adderall for attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder, go on a sec-
ond and more potent medication:
the antipsychotic Risperdal.

Her dilemma is shared by a
steadily rising number of Ameri-
can families who are using mul-
tiple psychotropic drugs — stim-
ulants, antipsychotics, anti-
depressants and others — to tem-
per their children’s troublesome
behavior, even though many doc-
tors who mix such medications
acknowledge that little is known
about the overall benefits and
risks for children.

In 2012 about one in 54 young-

sters ages 6 through 17 covered
by private insurance was taking
at least two psychotropic medica-
tions — a rise of 44 percent in
four years, according to Express
Scripts, which processes pre-
scriptions for 85 million Ameri-
cans. Academic studies of chil-
dren covered by Medicaid have
also found higher rates and
growth. Combined, the data sug-
gest that about one million chil-
dren are currently taking various
combinations of psychotropics.

Risks of antipsychotics alone,
for example, are known to in-

One Drug or 2? Parents See Risk but Also Hope

Continued on Page A14

By ANDREW HIGGINS

LVIV, Ukraine — Taras Dem-
lan was out for a quiet drink with
friends in the western Ukrainian
city of Lviv, a beguiling jewel of
Hapsburg architectural splendor,
and his companions persuaded
him to try the specialty of the
house.

A waitress took off his shirt,
tethered his hands behind the
back of a chair and began drip-
ping molten wax from a burning
candle on Mr. Demlan’s chest.
Then came a rubdown with ice
cubes followed by lashings of a
whip across his bare back.

“That,” said Mr. Demlan of his
ordeal at Lviv’s Masoch Cafe,
“was really uncomfortable.”

Discomfort, however, is exact-
ly what Leopold von Sacher-
Masoch, the 19th-century writer
from Lviv in whose honor the
cafe is named, would have want-
ed. His best known work, “Venus
in Furs,” features lengthy philo-
sophical ruminations on and de-
scriptions of sexual pleasure de-
rived from pain, and led a Vien-

nese professor of psychology,
Richard von Krafft-Ebing, to coin
the term “masochism” as a de-
scription of what he viewed as a
deviant clinical condition.

As a gimmick to attract atten-
tion, the writer’s legacy would

seem unbeatable for a city eager
to attract foreign tourists to the
western edge of Ukraine, a for-
mer Soviet republic better known
these days for its political tur-
moil, struggles with President
Vladimir V. Putin’s Kremlin and

general post-Communist angst.
“He is world famous; he put

our city on the map,” said Yuri
Nazuruk, the creative director of
the company that runs Masoch
Cafe and a string of other theme
restaurants inspired by local his-
tory.

But the link to masochism
brings little pleasure to guard-
ians of Lviv’s image as a cradle of
Ukrainian nationalism that sur-
vived the miseries of the Soviet
Union to reclaim its position as
one of Europe’s great, inventive
and most seductively beautiful
cities. They prefer to celebrate
other aspects of Lviv’s creative
spirit, like the introduction, in
1853, of Europe’s first street-
lights.

“People here treat Sacher-
Masoch as a joke, not as some-
body serious,” said Petro Kolodiy,
the chairman of Lviv’s regional
legislature and a local leader of
Svoboda, a dour nationalist party
that bars atheists and promotes
nationhood built on common
“blood and spirit.” 

“I have never studied him my-

City Tied to Masochism Finds Link Painful, Sure, but Some Like It

SERGEY PONOMAREV FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

A waitress at the Masoch Cafe in Lviv, Ukraine, pouring a drink
into the mouth of a customer voluntarily tied to a chair. 
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By MIKE McINTIRE and WALT BOGDANICH

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — In the
early morning hours of Oct. 5, as
this college town was celebrating
another big football victory by
Florida State University, a start-
ing cornerback on the team drove
his car into the path of an oncom-
ing vehicle driven by a teenager
returning home from a job at the
Olive Garden.

Both cars were totaled. But
rather than remain at the scene
as the law requires, the football
player, P. J. Williams, left his
wrecked vehicle in the street and
fled into the darkness along with
his two passengers, including
Ronald Darby, the team’s other
starting cornerback.

The Tallahassee police re-
sponded to the off-campus acci-
dent, eventually reaching out to
the Florida State University po-
lice and the university’s athletic
department.

By the next day, it was as if the

hit and run had never happened.
The New York Times looked

into how the police handled the
case, reviewing law enforcement
records and interviewing wit-
nesses, lawyers, the police and a
university representative. The
examination found that Mr. Wil-
liams, driving with a suspended
license, had been given a break
by the Tallahassee police, who
initially labeled the accident a hit
and run, a criminal act, but later
decided to issue Mr. Williams
only two traffic tickets. After-
ward, the case did not show up in
the city’s public online database
of police calls — a technical error,
the police said. 

Mr. Williams eventually re-
turned to the scene. But Tallahas-
see officers did not test him for
alcohol. Nor did their report in-
dicate whether they asked if he
had been drinking or why he had 
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don’t get out of it just because you come back 
to the scene.”

The Times also showed its findings to the 
Tallahassee police chief, Michael DeLeo, who 
said in an interview that the department would 
“conduct an investigation to determine what 
happened and whether the officers acted ap-
propriately.” He added, “No one should be 
shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make anyone 
available for an interview. In a series of writ-
ten responses to questions, the university gave 
shifting answers, at one point saying, incorrect-
ly, that Mr. Williams had driven his car home 
and that the Tallahassee police were required 

to call the campus police under a “mutual aid 
agreement.” A Tallahassee police spokesman 
said there was no policy requiring its officers to 
contact the university when its students com-
mitted traffic violations.

Neither Mr. Williams, named the most valu-
able defensive player in last season’s national 
championship game, nor Mr. Darby responded 
to a request for comment.

In their report on the crash, the Tallahassee 
officers justified not charging Mr. Williams be-
cause he returned “approximately” 20 minutes 
later without being contacted by the police. That 
stands in sharp contrast to how the police treat-
ed another driver who left the scene and drove 
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.

LEFT, CAL SPORT MEDIA, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS; JOE ROBBINS/GETTY IMAGES
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.
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As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.

LEFT, CAL SPORT MEDIA, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS; JOE ROBBINS/GETTY IMAGES

From Page A1

By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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Nxxx,2014-11-15,D,002,Bs-BW,E1

D2 N THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2014

F O O T B A L L

peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time

Remember the Neediest!
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home after a minor, low-speed accident in the 
same area late last month. That driver and his 
mother contacted the police about a half-hour 
later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the collision inflicted 
far less damage than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no injuries. Even so, 
the police charged the driver, who was not a 
Florida State football player, with hit and run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred shortly after 2:30 
a.m., as Mr. Keith, 18, was driving home on West 
Tharpe Street from his job at the restaurant. A 
Buick Century heading the other way darted in 
front of him, attempting a left turn onto High 
Road. Mr. Keith hit the brakes, but it was too 
late: His Honda CR-V collided with the Buick, 
spinning it around. The Honda lurched to a halt 
a short distance down Tharpe, its front end 
crumpled, debris scattered around and fluid 
leaking onto the street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and waited for 
the Tallahassee police, who arrived within min-
utes. An officer approached him with an unex-
pected question: Where were the occupants of 
the other car?

“That’s when I first realized they were 
gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow trucks were 
called to remove the two disabled cars. An of-
ficer at the scene, Derek Hawthorne, filled out 
a form for the abandoned Buick, labeling the 
accident a “hit and run,” and asked that the car 
be held for processing as evidence. Officers ran 
a check on the license plate and found that it 
was registered to Mr. Williams’s grandmother 
in Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the accident, the 
investigation took an odd turn. Another officer 
at the scene, Joseph Smith, discovered that the 
glass front door of a closed Exxon station at the 

corner of Tharpe and High was shattered, ap-
parently from a break-in, according to his re-
port. The gas station manager was called, and 
she replayed security camera video for the po-
lice showing a man breaking in and walking out 
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The Times, also cap-
tured a poor-quality image of the accident. In it, 
the Buick containing the Florida State football 
players could be seen attempting the left turn 
onto High Road, in the direction of the Exxon 
station, just as the burglar was about to leave 
and walk toward High Road.

“They happened within seconds of each 
other,” said Karen Southern, the Exxon man-
ager, adding that the police had mentioned the 
accident to her but had not said whether they 
believed there was any connection to the bur-
glary. No evidence has surfaced to link the two, 
and the break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the officers had asked 
him about the Exxon’s broken front door, and 
he replied that he had not noticed it. He said 
he believed that when the break-in was dis-
covered — at 3:06 a.m., according to the po-
lice report — the football players had not yet 
returned, indicating that they could have been 
gone for at least half an hour.

A university spokesman said that when 
the Tallahassee police called Florida State ask-
ing for help, about an hour after the accident, 
the players had already returned. Other foot-
ball players who had heard of the accident also 
showed up, though how many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a football play-
er — he did not know which one — apologized 
to him for fleeing and explained that they “had 
a lot on the line.” The player was “sort of ram-
bling” until a female friend told him to stop 
talking, Mr. Keith said.
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.

N.F.L. ROUNDUP 

As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time

Remember the Neediest!
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peat offender by the N.F.L.
Ryan was upset when Steelers

safety Michael Mitchell leapt
over the offensive line while the
Jets were doing a kneel-down at
the end of the game. Afterward,
Ryan called the move “bush
league.”

His previous fines were for
$50,000, by the Jets in 2010 after
he made an obscene gesture at a
fan at a mixed martial arts fight

By The Associated Press

Jets Coach Rex Ryan was fined
$100,000 on Friday for using a
profanity that was picked up on
video Sunday after the Jets beat
the visiting Steelers.

Ryan, appearing agitated,
yelled while walking onto the
field to meet Pittsburgh Coach
Mike Tomlin. Ryan, who was pre-
viously fined twice for public ob-
scenities, was considered a re-

in Florida, and $75,000, by the
N.F.L. the next year for cursing
at a fan at halftime at MetLife
Stadium.

Ryan is the seventh person
(and third coach) in the N.F.L. to
be fined $100,000. Tomlin was
docked $100,000 last year for in-
terfering with a kickoff return by
a Baltimore Ravens player. In
2005, Mike Tice, then the Minne-
sota Vikings’ coach, was fined for

scalping Super Bowl tickets.
Two of Ryan’s players were

also fined Friday. Quarterback
Michael Vick was fined $8,268 for
unsportsmanlike conduct be-
cause he flipped the ball at an op-
ponent. Defensive end Jason
Babin was fined $16,537 for un-
necessary roughness because he
struck Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger late.

St. Louis Rams tight end Lance

Kendricks was fined $22,050 for
an illegal blindside block against
the Arizona Cardinals.

COLT FINED IN MARIJUANA CASE
Indianapolis cornerback Lou-
cheiz Purifoy pleaded no contest
to marijuana possession in Flor-
ida and was ordered to pay a fine.

AROUND THE LEAGUE Dolphins
cornerback Will Davis is out for
the season with a knee injury
sustained in Miami’s win over the

Buffalo Bills on Thursday. . . .
Cleveland Browns defensive line-
man Phil Taylor will also miss the
rest of the season with a knee in-
jury. . . . A week after rushing for
140 yards and four touchdowns
against the Giants, the Seattle
Seahawks’ Marshawn Lynch was
listed as questionable for Sunday
because of calf and rib injuries.
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As Repeat Offender, Jets’ Ryan Receives a Six-Figure Fine for Yelling a Four-Letter Word

fled — logical questions, since the
accident occurred at 2:37 a.m.
The report also minimized the
impact of the crash on the driver
of the other car, Ian Keith, by fail-
ing to indicate that his airbag had
deployed — an important detail,
because Mr. Keith said in an in-
terview that the airbag had cut
and bruised his hands.

The university police, who
lacked jurisdiction, nevertheless
sent two ranking officers — in-
cluding the shift commander —
to the scene. Yet they wrote no
report about their actions that
night. Florida State dismissed the
role of its officers in the episode
as too minor to require a report
or to be entered into their own
online police log, comparing it to
an instance when campus offi-
cers responded to a baby opos-
sum falling from a tree.

The car accident, previously
unreported by the news media,
comes amid heightened national
scrutiny of preferential treat-
ment given to athletes, including
articles by The Times examining
how the authorities have some-
times gone easy on Florida State
football players accused of
wrongdoing. The Tallahassee po-
lice conducted virtually no in-
vestigation of a 2012 rape accusa-
tion against quarterback Jameis
Winston, the 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner. Mr. Winston is
scheduled for a student disciplin-
ary hearing Dec. 1, nearly two
years after the accusation was
first made. He has denied sexu-
ally assaulting anyone.

Elijah Stiers, a lawyer from Mi-
ami who helped write a state law
enacted this year that toughened
penalties for hit-and-run drivers,
said the basic facts of the Oct. 5
crash had warranted criminal
charges and a sobriety test.

“Two-thirty in the morning,
people fleeing on foot — at the
very least you’ve got to charge
them with hit and run,” he said,
adding, “You don’t get out of it
just because you come back to
the scene.”

The Times also showed its find-
ings to the Tallahassee police
chief, Michael DeLeo, who said in
an interview that the department
would “conduct an investigation
to determine what happened and
whether the officers acted appro-
priately.” He added, “No one
should be shown any favoritism.”

Florida State declined to make
anyone available for an inter-
view. In a series of written re-
sponses to questions, the univer-
sity gave shifting answers, at one
point saying, incorrectly, that Mr.
Williams had driven his car home
and that the Tallahassee police
were required to call the campus
police under a “mutual aid agree-
ment.” A Tallahassee police
spokesman said there was no pol-
icy requiring its officers to con-
tact the university when its stu-
dents committed traffic viola-
tions.

Neither Mr. Williams, named
the most valuable defensive play-
er in last season’s national cham-
pionship game, nor Mr. Darby re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

In their report on the crash, the
Tallahassee officers justified not
charging Mr. Williams because
he returned “approximately” 20
minutes later without being con-
tacted by the police. That stands
in sharp contrast to how the po-
lice treated another driver who
left the scene and drove home af-
ter a minor, low-speed accident in
the same area late last month.
That driver and his mother con-
tacted the police about a half-
hour later to report the accident.

At five miles per hour, the colli-
sion inflicted far less damage
than that caused by Mr. Wil-
liams’s car — and caused no inju-
ries. Even so, the police charged
the driver, who was not a Florida
State football player, with hit and
run.

The Oct. 5 crash occurred
shortly after 2:30 a.m., as Mr.
Keith, 18, was driving home on
West Tharpe Street from his job
at the restaurant. A Buick Centu-
ry heading the other way darted
in front of him, attempting a left
turn onto High Road. Mr. Keith
hit the brakes, but it was too late:
His Honda CR-V collided with the
Buick, spinning it around. The
Honda lurched to a halt a short
distance down Tharpe, its front
end crumpled, debris scattered
around and fluid leaking onto the
street.

Shaken, Mr. Keith got out and
waited for the Tallahassee police,
who arrived within minutes. An
officer approached him with an
unexpected question: Where
were the occupants of the other
car?

“That’s when I first realized
they were gone,” Mr. Keith said.

More officers arrived, and tow
trucks were called to remove the
two disabled cars. An officer at
the scene, Derek Hawthorne,
filled out a form for the aban-
doned Buick, labeling the acci-
dent a “hit and run,” and asked
that the car be held for process-

ing as evidence. Officers ran a
check on the license plate and
found that it was registered to
Mr. Williams’s grandmother in
Ocala, Fla.

About a half-hour after the ac-
cident, the investigation took an
odd turn. Another officer at the
scene, Joseph Smith, discovered
that the glass front door of a
closed Exxon station at the cor-
ner of Tharpe and High was shat-
tered, apparently from a break-
in, according to his report. The
gas station manager was called,
and she replayed security cam-
era video for the police showing a

man breaking in and walking out
with an armload of merchandise.

The video, obtained by The
Times, also captured a poor-qual-
ity image of the accident. In it,
the Buick containing the Florida
State football players could be
seen attempting the left turn onto
High Road, in the direction of the
Exxon station, just as the burglar
was about to leave and walk to-
ward High Road.

“They happened within sec-
onds of each other,” said Karen
Southern, the Exxon manager,
adding that the police had men-
tioned the accident to her but had

not said whether they believed
there was any connection to the
burglary. No evidence has sur-
faced to link the two, and the
break-in remains unsolved.

Mr. Keith said one of the offi-
cers had asked him about the
Exxon’s broken front door, and
he replied that he had not noticed
it. He said he believed that when
the break-in was discovered — at
3:06 a.m., according to the police
report — the football players had
not yet returned, indicating that
they could have been gone for at
least half an hour.

A university spokesman said

that when the Tallahassee police
called Florida State asking for
help, about an hour after the acci-
dent, the players had already re-
turned. Other football players
who had heard of the accident
also showed up, though how
many is not known.

At one point, Mr. Keith said, a
football player — he did not know
which one — apologized to him
for fleeing and explained that
they “had a lot on the line.” The
player was “sort of rambling” un-
til a female friend told him to stop
talking, Mr. Keith said.

“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you
sound like you’ve been drink-
ing,’” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it
surprised me that she would say
it. But the way he was speaking, I
definitely had suspicions about
drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer
Hawthorne indicated there was
no suspected alcohol or drug use,
and he issued Mr. Williams traffic
tickets for an improper left turn
and for “unknowingly” driving
with a suspended license. On the
form for the impounded Buick,
the officer used a pen to cross out
earlier notations indicating the
car would be held as evidence,
writing: “No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Wil-
liams, 21, called Mario Edwards
Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a
ride home, according to the uni-
versity. The crash report said
that both cars were disabled with
damage that exceeded their esti-
mated value. Mr. Keith got a lift
home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said of-
ficers had discretion in deciding
when to press charges and issue
citations. They provided The
Times with seven other cases in
which someone had hit a car and
left the scene but had not been
charged with hit and run.

A review of those cases, how-
ever, found that none were com-
parable in severity or circum-
stance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of
the accidents involved cars
bumping into each other in park-
ing lots, one other caused no
damage, and the other two were
very minor. In no case did a driv-
er abandon a wrecked vehicle in
the middle of the night and flee
the scene after totaling someone
else’s car. Notably, most of the
seven crash reports contained far
more narrative detail about what
had happened than the report on
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police
in responding to the accident is
especially unclear. That agency’s
call logs indicated that the Talla-
hassee police had called at 3:38
a.m. seeking help in an “investi-
gation.” Yet, a university spokes-
man said all the city police had
wanted was an after-hours phone
number for a football coach so
they could tell him that two of his
athletes had been in an accident;
the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt.
Roy Wiley, the shift commander,
and Cpl. Greg Washington — de-
cided on their own to drive to the
crash scene to see whether they
could help, but they were not
needed, the university said. 

University policy specifies that
police reports “must be complet-
ed and submitted regarding ac-
tions taken by officers” in re-
sponse to an “outside request for
assistance.” Asked why the two
officers had not filed a report, the
university said they “were not in-
volved in the investigation, didn’t
make an arrest and their assist
didn’t result in an arrest, citation
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David
L. Perry, said in a statement that
he had reviewed the actions of
his officers and had found that
they behaved appropriately.
“This was a routine matter of our
agency responding to a simple
request from T.P.D. and it was all
together proper for our officers to
go the scene,” he said in the state-
ment.

As for Mr. Williams, court
records showed that two days af-
ter the accident, he paid $296 in
overdue fines, related to an earli-
er speeding ticket, in order to
have his license reinstated. But
the $392 in fines related to the
Oct. 5 crash remained unpaid,
and overdue, as of this week. As a
result, his license was suspended
again.

Florida State Player Fled Crash but Got Only Traffic Tickets

A police report listed the crash as a hit and run, and after initially requesting that Mr. Williams’s
car be held as evidence, an officer changed the report and wrote, “No hold no processing.”

P. J. Williams, top left, and Ronald Darby, top right, left after
the crash. Above and right, in photos from the salvage auction
website Vehbidz, the Honda that hit Mr. Williams’s car. The
Honda was a total loss, and the driver’s airbag deployed.
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By NOAM COHEN

Florida State University’s foot-
ball program has been the focus
in recent months of news reports
detailing misconduct by its play-
ers and lenient treatment by the
local police force. The latest ap-
peared Friday when The New
York Times reported that two of
the university’s football players
appeared to have received spe-
cial treatment from the local po-
lice after a car crash.

But Friday’s news about the
program did not reach some
online readers.

The Times posted a link to an
article about the car crash about
11 a.m., and for about an hour,

Twitter treated the link as spam.
Rather than being directed to the
article, a reader was told that
“the site you were trying to visit
may be unsafe.” Among the rea-
sons sites are blocked, the notice
says, are threats of malicious
software or tricking a user into
revealing personal information.

In a statement, a Twitter
spokesman said that the New
York Times link, or URL, “was
mistakenly flagged as spam to-
day, by an outside organization
that tracks spam sources. We
quickly restored access to the
URL and apologize for the error.”

The spokesman declined to an-
swer any other questions. Users

of social media sites have some-
times flagged content they object
to as spam, but it was unknown
whether that was the case with
the article on the crash.

A New York Times spokes-
woman, Danielle Rhoades-Ha,
said in a statement, “This is the
first time an NYT link has been
flagged as spam on Twitter, to the
best of our knowledge.”

Twitter, like Google, Facebook
and other popular sites, must bal-
ance being quick and automated
in its responses to spam or other
content that violates policies and
being slow and deliberative to
prevent the wrong material from
being blocked.

Recently, Florida State fans
have used sarcasm as a way of
deflecting the criticism, rallying
behind the team’s quarterback,
Jameis Winston, who was ac-
cused of sexual assault by a fel-
low student in 2012, a charge he
denies. The local prosecutor
found insufficient evidence to
bring charges; Mr. Winston faces
a student disciplinary hearing.

When articles alleged that Mr.
Winston had been paid to sign
autographs, the hashtag #Blame-
Jameis popped up on Twitter,
linking the quarterback to seem-
ingly any problem in the world,
like global warming and the fall
from the Garden of Eden.

Twitter Mistakenly Labels F.S.U. Article as Spam, for a Time
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“She said to him, ‘Be quiet, you sound like 
you’ve been drinking,’ ” Mr. Keith said. “I remem-
ber that very clearly, because it surprised me 
that she would say it. But the way he was speak-
ing, I definitely had suspicions about drinking.”

In the crash report, Officer Hawthorne in-
dicated there was no suspected alcohol or drug 
use, and he issued Mr. Williams traffic tickets 
for an improper left turn and for “unknowing-
ly” driving with a suspended license. On the 
form for the impounded Buick, the officer used 
a pen to cross out earlier notations indicating 
the car would be held as evidence, writing: 
“No hold no processing.”

Around 3:30 a.m., Mr. Williams, 21, called 
Mario Edwards Sr., director of player develop-
ment for the football team, for a ride home, ac-
cording to the university. The crash report said 
that both cars were disabled with damage that 
exceeded their estimated value. Mr. Keith got a 
lift home with a tow truck.

The Tallahassee police said officers had dis-
cretion in deciding when to press charges and 
issue citations. They provided The Times with 
seven other cases in which someone had hit a 
car and left the scene but had not been charged 
with hit and run.

A review of those cases, however, found 
that none were comparable in severity or cir-
cumstance to the Oct. 5 crash. Four of the acci-
dents involved cars bumping into each other in 
parking lots, one other caused no damage, and 
the other two were very minor. In no case did 
a driver abandon a wrecked vehicle in the mid-
dle of the night and flee the scene after totaling 
someone else’s car. Notably, most of the seven 
crash reports contained far more narrative de-
tail about what had happened than the report on 
the Oct. 5 accident did.

The role of the campus police in respond-
ing to the accident is especially unclear. That 
agency’s call logs indicated that the Tallahas-
see police had called at 3:38 a.m. seeking help in 
an “investigation.” Yet, a university spokesman 
said all the city police had wanted was an after-
hours phone number for a football coach so they 
could tell him that two of his athletes had been 
in an accident; the campus police could not lo-
cate a phone number.

The two campus officers — Sgt. Roy Wiley, 
the shift commander, and Cpl. Greg Washing-
ton — decided on their own to drive to the crash 
scene to see whether they could help, but they 
were not needed, the university said.

University policy specifies that police re-
ports “must be completed and submitted re-
garding actions taken by officers” in response 
to an “outside request for assistance.” Asked 
why the two officers had not filed a report, 
the university said they “were not involved in 
the investigation, didn’t make an arrest and 
their assist didn’t result in an arrest, citation  
or summons.”

The campus police chief, David L. Perry, 
said in a statement that he had reviewed the 
actions of his officers and had found that they 
behaved appropriately. “This was a routine 
matter of our agency responding to a simple re-
quest from T.P.D. and it was all together proper 
for our officers to go the scene,” he said in the 
statement.

As for Mr. Williams, court records showed 
that two days after the accident, he paid $296 
in overdue fines, related to an earlier speeding 
ticket, in order to have his license reinstated. 
But the $392 in fines related to the Oct. 5 crash 
remained unpaid, and overdue, as of this week. 
As a result, his license was suspended again.�  n 




