
Walsh vows off-campus student 
housing crackdown

More inspections, daily $300 fines on landlords

By Jonathan Saltzman and Jenn Abelson
GLOBE STAFF  

Mayor Martin J. Walsh said Wednesday that the city will levy $300 daily fines on scofflaw 
landlords, increase the number of inspections, and demand that colleges in Boston disclose 

the addresses of undergraduate students living off campus, measures de-
signed to protect the health and safety of tens of thousands of university 
students.

“My concern is the life of every young college student living off campus in overcrowded 
apartments,’’ Walsh said.

The mayor’s announcement follows this week’s Globe Spotlight Team investigation that 
reported that illegally overcrowded apartments riddle the city’s college neighborhoods, where 
some absentee landlords maximize profits by packing in students who often seek apartments 
off campus because universities admit more students than they can house.

Meanwhile, Northeastern University said Wednesday that it may sever its relationship 
with one of Boston’s most notorious landlords, who has received millions from the school over 
the past decade to house its students in a dozen buildings near the campus. The university’s 
ties to the landlord were a focus of the Spotlight report.

Walsh, responding to the report’s findings about landlords who repeatedly violate city and 
state regulations but receive kid-glove treatment from regulators and the courts, pledged to 
crack down and fine property owners $300 a day for each violation.

The city already has the power to impose such fines, but rarely does so.
Walsh said in a phone interview: “We absolutely have to be tougher.’’
The mayor also plans to hire more inspectors to regularly check the city’s 154,000 rental 

units for potential code violations. The Globe series uncovered widespread problems in All-
ston, Brighton, Fenway, and Mission Hill, where students were living with a host of indignities 
and hazards, from rodent and pest infestations, to doors without working locks, to missing 
smoke detectors, and bedrooms crammed illegally into basements or firetrap attics.

The city had already earmarked money to pay for five additional inspectors to carry out a 
new inspection regimen. But Walsh said that is not enough and that he will hire more. But he 
did not have specifics on how many or when.

The mayor also said he intends to meet soon with representatives of all the colleges in 
Boston to insist that they turn over addresses of undergraduates living off campus, review 
university expansion plans, and make schools live up to promises to move students out of the 
neighborhoods and onto campus.

Northeastern University, for example, signed an agreement with the city in 2004 to end, 
within five years, its practice of leasing apartments for students in privately owned buildings 
in the Fenway area.

But Northeastern, which houses only 47 percent of undergraduates on campus, continues 
to rent apartments for 600 students. More than half of them live in buildings owned by one of 
the city’s most infamous landlords, Anwar N. Faisal.

“If you make a commitment to do something as a college or a university, you should live 
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In the news

Naomi Levy, assistant bar manager
at Eastern Standard, submits her
signature Guayaba Arabica cock
tail to international scrutiny in
Moscow Thursday at the Bacardi

Legacy competition. A crosscultur
al philosophy inspired her drink, and

proceeds from it go to antibias education. g16.
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Naomi Levy’s Guayaba Arabica
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sity students.

“My concern is the life of every young college
student living off campus in overcrowded apart
ments,’’ Walsh said.

The mayor’s announcement follows this
week’s Globe Spotlight Team investigation that
reported that illegally overcrowded apartments
riddle the city’s college neighborhoods, where
some absentee landlords maximize profits by
packing in students who often seek apartments
off campus because universities admit more
students than they can house.

Meanwhile, Northeastern University said
Wednesday that it may sever its relationship
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Usually when a child goes missing, an emer
gency broadcast system called the Amber Alert
uses sophisticated technology to blast text mes
sages telling thousands of strangers to be on the
lookout.

But in cases involving endangered children
needing state supervision, Massachusetts is
stuck in the fax age.

Massachusetts is far from unique in being
hamstrung by dated technologies; many other
state welfare agencies also still rely on fax ma
chines to communicate important alerts about
child safety. But some are slowly experimenting
with modern electronic systems that are preva
lent in corporate America and even other gov
ernment agencies.

“If FedEx knows where every package is, why
can’t we know where every kid is?” said Daniel
Stein, cofounder of Stewards of Change, a New
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Child welfare
specialists look
beyond the fax
Mass. agency not alone
in relying on oldmethods
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They call it the roadmap of a trial, a sto
ry to keep jurors engaged, a defining
moment for a lawyer to connect with a pan
el of strangers. Opening statements are the
very essence of courtroom drama that
translates into mustsee television.

But in a reallife scenario in federal
court in Boston — where there are no cam
eras, no scripts — defense lawyers in the
trial involving the Probation Department
scandal will face this ultimate challenge:
Can you do it in 15 minutes?

That’s all the time that veteran US Dis
trict Court Judge William G. Young will
allow for each of the three defendants

when the highprofile trial starts Thursday
morning. The government will get 45 min
utes in total, less than it usually gets, and
Young scoffed when they asked for more.

“An hour and a half openings is almost
inevitably boring,” the judge, known for
being sensitive to jurors’ needs, told law
yers and prosecutors during a pretrial
status conference last month.

Young selected 9 women and 7 men
Wednesday to serve on the jury.

By many accounts, the trial entails the
most complex criminal legal theory prose
cutors have proposed in recent time. Young
himself said at a recent hearing that it was
the most involved he has seen in his
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Time limit on opening words
adds to challenge for lawyers

15 minutes
Limit of opening 
statement for each of 
the three defendants.

2,400 words
Approximate number 
one can speak clearly 
in 15 minutes, based 
on a rate of 160 words 
per minute, often the 
observed rate of 
speech for BBC 
broadcasters.

59 pages
The length of John 
O’Brien’s indictment, 
which covers 10 years.

By James Sullivan
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
t Cristo Rey school in Dorchester,
“Signing Day” is a twist on the usual
high school celebration. Rather
than announce where top athletes
will play in college in the fall, Cristo

Rey announces where its “scholastic superstars”
are headed.

Hundreds of wellwishers gathered at the
Catholic school one recent evening for the annu
al event. Yasmary Rondon and four other out
standing graduating seniors sat nervously before
three hats, embroidered with the logos of their
respective top college choices.

When her turn came, Rondon pulled on a
Boston College hat, signaling her acceptance
there.

“We got one!” said a happy Thomas P. O’Neill
III, a BC alumnus, former lieutenant governor,
and chairman of the Cristo Rey Boston board of
trustees.

It is Cristo Rey’s intense focus on achieve
ment that has earned the little school a big repu
tation.

The entire senior class, more than 60 stu
dents, expects to attend a fouryearcollege this
fall. It marks the fifth straight year the school
will have accomplished the feat, one it attributes
to scrupulous academic standards and unique
workstudy partnerships with some of the
region’s top businesses.

A holistic approach to education is key to pro
pelling students from the twostory brick school
near the Savin Hill MBTA station to some of the
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A whole class collegebound
Dorchester’s Cristo Rey school builds on success

By Noah Bierman
and Joshua Miller

GLOBE STAFF

CONCORD, N.H. — Scott
Brown launched his national
career four years ago with a
pledge to block President’s
Obama’s health care plan. But
now, even as he campaigns for
the US Senate in New Hamp
shire on what he called the
“Obamacare Isn’t Working”

tour, he is showing an openness
to keeping some of the extolled
benefits of the overhaul.

That includes an expansion
of health insurance for lowin
come residents using Medicaid
money, recently approved by
New Hampshire’s Legislature.

“You can incorporate any of
the considerations for those
people on Medicaid expansion
into a plan that works for us,”
Brown said Wednesday in Con
cord, after touring a company
that designs, manufactures,
and sells medical electronics.

Brown, hoping to capitalize
on the particularly rocky rollout
of the overhaul in New Hamp

BROWN, Page A10

In opposing health law, Brown
hints at provisions he favors

‘In terms of preexisting conditions, catastrophic coverages,
covering kids — whatever we want to do, we can do it.’

SCOTT BROWN, describing policies of the Affordable Care Act that he could back

ºMost enrollees paying their
premiums, insurers say. A2.

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation, Associated Press ROBERT S. DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF
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election this year and the party of the incumbent senator. 
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Hillary Cayetano (center), headed to Assumption College, and Caitlin Soplata (right), to UMass Boston,
were among the seniors announcing their college choices at Cristo Rey’s annual Signing Day.
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than announce where top athletes
will play in college in the fall, Cristo

Rey announces where its “scholastic superstars”
are headed.

Hundreds of wellwishers gathered at the
Catholic school one recent evening for the annu
al event. Yasmary Rondon and four other out
standing graduating seniors sat nervously before
three hats, embroidered with the logos of their
respective top college choices.

When her turn came, Rondon pulled on a
Boston College hat, signaling her acceptance
there.

“We got one!” said a happy Thomas P. O’Neill
III, a BC alumnus, former lieutenant governor,
and chairman of the Cristo Rey Boston board of
trustees.

It is Cristo Rey’s intense focus on achieve
ment that has earned the little school a big repu
tation.

The entire senior class, more than 60 stu
dents, expects to attend a fouryearcollege this
fall. It marks the fifth straight year the school
will have accomplished the feat, one it attributes
to scrupulous academic standards and unique
workstudy partnerships with some of the
region’s top businesses.

A holistic approach to education is key to pro
pelling students from the twostory brick school
near the Savin Hill MBTA station to some of the
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A whole class collegebound
Dorchester’s Cristo Rey school builds on success

By Noah Bierman
and Joshua Miller

GLOBE STAFF

CONCORD, N.H. — Scott
Brown launched his national
career four years ago with a
pledge to block President’s
Obama’s health care plan. But
now, even as he campaigns for
the US Senate in New Hamp
shire on what he called the
“Obamacare Isn’t Working”

tour, he is showing an openness
to keeping some of the extolled
benefits of the overhaul.

That includes an expansion
of health insurance for lowin
come residents using Medicaid
money, recently approved by
New Hampshire’s Legislature.

“You can incorporate any of
the considerations for those
people on Medicaid expansion
into a plan that works for us,”
Brown said Wednesday in Con
cord, after touring a company
that designs, manufactures,
and sells medical electronics.

Brown, hoping to capitalize
on the particularly rocky rollout
of the overhaul in New Hamp

BROWN, Page A10

In opposing health law, Brown
hints at provisions he favors

‘In terms of preexisting conditions, catastrophic coverages,
covering kids — whatever we want to do, we can do it.’

SCOTT BROWN, describing policies of the Affordable Care Act that he could back

ºMost enrollees paying their
premiums, insurers say. A2.

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation, Associated Press ROBERT S. DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF

States implementing Medicaid expansion

Not expanding Debating

VA MO

UTFLNC WISDMT

MEGAAL MS NEKSID

CTRI WV MDKY NDAZ COCAOR

TNSC LAOK TX WY AK

NHMA NJDEAR IA IL MI MNHI

VTNY OH WANM NV

PAIN

DEMOCRATIC
INCUMBENT

REPUBLICAN
INCUMBENT

NO RACERETIRING INCUMBENT

Elections amid Medicaid expansion
Below is a snapshot of which states have expanded Medicaid 
coverage. Also highlighted: states in which there is a US Senate 
election this year and the party of the incumbent senator. 

Tsarnaev’s
defense hits
FBI grilling
Lawyers said agents’ in
terrogations violated the
rights of alleged Mara
thon bomber Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev and asked that
his early statements be
stricken. B1.

ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/GLOBE STAFF

Hillary Cayetano (center), headed to Assumption College, and Caitlin Soplata (right), to UMass Boston,
were among the seniors announcing their college choices at Cristo Rey’s annual Signing Day.

SPOTLIGHT 
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April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11

Gray ahead

BRUINS TOP CANADIENS, 53, SERIES TIED — C1

fghijkl
M a y 4 , 2 0 1 4

V O L .  2 8 5 ,  N O .  1 2 4

*
Suggested retail price

$3.50
$4.00 outside of Greater Boston; $3.00 in Collier and Lee counties, Fla.

By Noah Bierman
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords

Experience interactives, view videos, and read documents at bostonglobe.com/spotlight.ONLINE

1 Annual Percentage Rate (APR) shown for the Line of Credit is for accounts that maintain a monthly auto-payment from an established Century Bank Checking Account. The APRmay vary after account opening. MaximumAPR is 18.00% andwill not go below 2.75% APR. Consult a tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest.
23.463% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer is subject to credit approval and applies to owner occupied or second home first mortgages.
Property insurance is required. For new-to-the-bank borrowers only. Century Bank reserves the right to withdraw or modify these offers at any time. Other terms and conditions may apply. Subject to credit approval. Equal Housing Lender/Member FDIC

Allston • Andover • Beverly • Boston • Braintree • Brookline • Burlington • Cambridge • Chestnut Hill • Everett • Lynn • Malden • Medford • Newton • Peabody • Quincy • Salem • Somerville •Wellesley •Winchester

2.75%
HOME EQUITY RATE

APR1

3.463%
FIXEDMORTGAGE RATE

APR2

Scorewith
these rates.

GO B’s!
Apply online at CenturyBank.com

Our family’s bank. And yours.
(866) 823-6887

T H U R S D A Y, M A Y 8 , 2 0 1 4 T h e B o s t o n G l o b e The Region A17

region’s top campuses, said
president Jeff Thielman.

The challenges are great.
Students typically arrive a
grade and a half behind. About
84 percent qualify for free or re
ducedprice lunches.

But teachers work quickly to
bring them up to speed, and the
school amps up the rigor in
grades 10, 11, and 12. Individu
al tutors, longer “doubleblock”
classes in math and language
arts, and advanced placement
classes for all seniors add up to
a culture of high standards.

“We have a different group
of learners from 50 different
feeder schools,” Thielman said.
“Most of them come from very
difficult family and financial
backgrounds. Learning and ed
ucation are not necessarily a
priority in their homes.”

uCRISTO REY
Continued from Page A1

In addition to academic rig
or, the workstudy program
gives students realworld expe
rience and good work habits,
along with new skills. Students
work five days a month and off
set the bulk of their tuition.
Corporate partners include Hill
Holliday, Novartis, and TJX.

In parttime jobs in health
care, students might assist pa
tients. At financial and legal
firms, they deliver mail and aid
researchers.

“ T he work exper i ence
broadens their minds,’’ said
Thielman. “When they rub el
bows with successful people all
day long, they notice what it
takes. It develops their resil
ience and grit.”

Only a few local schools rival
Cristo Rey Boston’s record.

Cathedral High School in
the South End, a peer Catholic
institution, also boasts a 100

percent college acceptance rate.
At the city’s top public high
school, the much larger Boston
Latin School, 94 percent of last
year’s graduates planned to at
tend fouryear colleges, accord
ing to state data.

Cristo Rey started as North
Cambridge Catholic High
School and joined the national
Cristo Rey Network of 26
schools in 2004.

In 2010, it moved into the
former St. William’s Elementa
ry School to better serve Bos
ton’s underprivileged, who
were commuting as much as an
hour each way to the Cam
bridge location.

Some neighborhood parents
were said to be dismayed that
the network’s policy of admit
ting only financially disadvan
taged students meant their own
children were ineligible. But 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, who

grew up and still lives in the
neighborhood, was a strong
supporter of the school as a
state representative and helped
to smooth tensions. He also
spoke at the school’s opening.

“We ended up signing an
agreement with the local par
ish,” Thielman said. “If anybody
from the neighborhood applied
and their parents made too
much, we’d help them find an
other school.”

Cristo Rey has since inte
grated with the community, he
said, lending its facilities for
neighborhood events and serv
ing as a polling station.

Signing Day is a crowning
achievement for the school
community. Rondon’s peers an
nounced their college choices:
One will be going to UMass
Amherst, and the other three to
Holy Cross, a popular destina
tion for the students.

Some students acknowl
edged that the high expecta
tions can lead some to transfer.

“They’re very strict,” Monica
Rivera, a graduating senior
who will attend Bridgewater
State University, said of faculty
and administrators. “You can
be sent home for not [obeying]
the dress code.”

“They’re not in your busi
ness, but they know you per
sonally,” Jazmyn Grissett, a se
nior bound for Dean College,
said with a smile. But the two
friends agreed their experience
at the school was overwhelm
ingly positive.

“Our class is like a family,”
Grissett said. “No drama.”

At the Signing Day ceremo
ny, on hand to salute the se
niors were three employees of
H.P. Hood who have worked
with Cristo Rey students, in
cluding Yasmary Rondon, in

the company’s quality control
office in Charlestown and the
corporate headquarters in Lyn
nfield.

“We’re very excited for Yas
mary,” said Traci Tenggren, a
senior human resources man
ager at Hood. “It’s so rewarding
to coach a young person and
teach them work and life skills.”

Some students had prepared
their speeches in advance, but
Rondon spoke off the cuff.

“I cannot thank the people I
met here enough,” she said,
pausing to gather herself as she
suppressed a few tears with an
embarrassed smile.

Afterward, she scurried
through the crowd, still wear
ing her BC hat.

James Sullivan can be reached
at jamesgsullivan@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter
@sullivanjames.

with one of Boston’s most noto
rious landlords, who has re
ceived millions from the school
over the past decade to house
its students in a dozen build
ings near the campus. The uni
versity’s ties to the landlord
were a focus of the Spotlight
report.

Walsh, responding to the
report’s findings about land
lords who repeatedly violate
city and state regulations but
receive kidglove treatment
from regulators and the courts,
pledged to crack down and fine
property owners $300 a day for
each violation.

The city already has the
power to impose such fines, but
rarely does so.

Walsh said in a phone inter
view: “We absolutely have to be
tougher.’’

The mayor also plans to hire
more inspectors to regularly
check the city’s 154,000 rental
units for potential code viola
tions. The Globe series uncov
ered widespread problems in
Allston, Brighton, Fenway, and
Mission Hill, where students
were living with a host of indig
nities and hazards, from rodent
and pest infestations, to doors
without working locks, to miss
ing smoke detectors, and bed
rooms crammed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The city had already ear
marked money to pay for five
additional inspectors to carry
out a new inspection regimen.
But Walsh said that is not
enough and that he will hire
more. But he did not have
specifics on how many or when.

The mayor also said he
intends to meet soon with rep
resentatives of all the colleges
in Boston to insist that they
turn over addresses of under
graduates living off campus,
review university expansion
plans, and make schools live up
to promises to move students
out of the neighborhoods and
onto campus.

Northeastern University, for
example, signed an agreement
with the city in 2004 to end,
within five years, its practice of

uSPOTLIGHT
Continued from Page A1

leasing apartments for students
in privately owned buildings in
the Fenway area.

But Northeastern, which
houses only 47 percent of
undergraduates on campus,
continues to rent apartments
for 600 students. More than
half of them live in buildings
owned by one of the city’s most
infamous landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

“If you make a commitment
to do something as a college or
a university, you should live up
to that,’’ said Walsh, who called
the Globe Wednesday to detail
his plan to protect students.

Northeastern said Wednes
day that it is reconsidering its
business relationship with
Faisal, one of the biggest land
lords for college students in
Boston. The Spotlight Team
found that Faisal and his real
estate companies, including
Alpha Management Corp., have
been defendants in dozens of

criminal and civil cases in
Boston Housing Court over the
past decade.

The Spotlight Team, as part
of its investigation, recently
surveyed students living in 40
apartments in six Faisal build
ings on Hemenway and St.
Stephen streets. The occupants
of 37 of those apartments, or 93
percent, reported at least one
significant problem, such as
pests, mold, inoperable smoke
alarms, and broken locks on
apartment doors.

“The leadership of North
eastern University is extremely
concerned about revelations
uncovered by The Boston
Globe’s recent investigative
series on student housing in
Boston,’’ Steven Kadish, senior
vice president and chief operat

ing officer for the school, wrote
in a letter to Faisal Wednesday.

“The multiple and specific
examples of abhorrent living
conditions in your company’s
apartments are very troubling
and, if substantiated, warrant
your immediate attention and
response.’’

Kadish wrote that North
eastern intends to carefully
study the Globe’s findings. “If,
after a thorough review of the
facts, we are not satisfied with
the quality of student housing
your company provides, North
eastern will conclude its master
leasing arrangement with
Alpha Management and dis
courage our students from
independently renting apart
ments from Alpha Manage
ment,’’ he wrote.

Michael Armini, Northeast
ern’s senior vice president for
external affairs, said the school
will carry out its review over the
summer and into the fall .
Armini said Northeastern,
which bankrolled renovations
in units it leased from Faisal,
had focused on these units, 
rather than apartments that
students rent directly from the
landlord in the same buildings.

“Certainly, the revelations of
the last few days have height
ened our interest in all of Alpha
Management’s properties,’’ he
said.

Faisal could not be reached
Wednesday afternoon. A wom
an who answered the phone at
Faisal’s Brookline office said
Alpha had no comment about
the letter Northeastern sent.

Ethan ArrudaLeuppert,
who graduated from Northeast
ern in 2012 and rented directly
from Alpha during his senior
year, said he was surprised that
his alma mater would do busi
ness with Faisal. He said the
university should terminate its
relationship with him.

“It was miserable,” Arruda
Leuppert, 23, said of his time
living at 311 Huntington Ave.,
where he said Alpha Manage
ment failed to respond to wide
spread problems including bro
ken doors, a nonfunctioning
stove, oppressive heat, and
rodents.

On Wednesday, Walsh said
that when he meets with repre
sentatives of colleges, he will
insist that they provide the
addresses of students living off
campus. That will help the city
to more readily detect cases of
overcrowding, defined by a zon
ing rule as more than four full
time undergraduates sharing a
single apartment or house. If
the colleges do not comply,
Walsh said, he will take addi
tional steps.

“If the colleges refuse to do
it, I’m looking possibly to take
legislative action to make it
happen’’ through a city ordi
nance, he said. “I have that abil
ity.’’

The series found that some
landlords in college neighbor
hoods commonly flout the no
morethanfour zoning rule.
Student tenants are often com
plicit because they cannot
afford the rent without sharing
it with a larger group.

Spotlight reporters and cor
respondents visited block after
block of apartments in college
neighborhoods and found over
crowding rife. In a Globe survey
of 266 students living off cam
pus in Boston, nearly a third of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 city zoning rule.

In sections of Brighton near
Boston College, where most
juniors are not provided on
campus housing, 80 percent of
the students surveyed said they
had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

The overcrowded student
apartments inflate rents in
neighborhoods, make housing
unaffordable to other residents,
and can endanger tenants.

In April 2013, after a 22
yearold BU student, Binland
Lee, died in a fire in an over
crowded house on Linden
Street in Allston, the Boston
Redevelopment Agency asked
univers i t ies to share the
addresses of their offcampus
students so city officials could
build a database and spot over
crowded units.

BU was the only school to
comply with the request. BC
said federal student privacy
laws precluded that school
from complying, even though
federal regulators say schools
who designate addresses as di
rectory information are gener
ally permitted to do so. North
eastern said Wednesday that
the school’s legal counsel will
review the matter.

Residents in neighborhoods
chronically plagued by rowdy
parties and the antics of stu
dents in overcrowded units
stepped up their demands this
week for the city to get the off
campus addresses.

“I expect full and immediate
compliance with the city of
Boston’s request for that data so
that the proper agencies may
have the information necessary
to monitor and act to keep our
children and our neighbor
hoods safe,’’ Steven Lee wrote in
a letter to the Rev. William P.
Leahy, BC’s president. Lee lives
on Radnor Road near the BC

campus.
Valerie K. Frias, the associ

ate director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Center, who has been
pushing for the database since
Binland Lee’s death, said the
universities’ assertions that stu
dent privacy is at risk is an easi
ly surmountable obstacle. The
city only needs the addresses,
not the names of students, so
they can target units that are
housing more than four full
time undergraduates, she said.

The Globe reported Monday
that the city could not turn up
even one student overcrowding
citation, even though crammed
student apartments are an
open secret. Even after the fire,
the house where Binland Lee
died was not cited.

As part of its report, the
Globe published four photo
graphs, listing the owners of
four rental houses where more
than four students were living
late last year, apparently illegal
ly. The city said late yesterday
that it was dispatching inspec
tors to those houses Thursday.

“ISD will be out there tomor
row,’ ’ said Kate Norton, a
spokeswoman for the mayor.

Asked whether the leader of
the Inspectional Services De
partment, Bryan Glascock, had
Walsh’s confidence, Norton
said, “This is less an issue of
leadership. This is more an
issue of making sure the city
has more tools at its disposal to
ensure the safety of all its resi
dents.’’

Michael P. Ross, the former
councilor who successfully
argued for the ordinance com
bating overcrowding called on
city officials and universities to
do more to safeguard students.

“Every day in the city these
student renters are being taken
advantage of. . . . Their own life
and safety is in peril with some
of these properties,” Ross said.

Thomas Farragher of the Globe
Spotlight Team contributed to
this report. Saltzman can be
reached at Jonathan.Saltzman
@globe.com; Abelson can be
reached at Jenn.Abelson@
globe.com.
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Senior Yasmary Rondon prepared to don a Boston College
hat after revealing her college choice. A board at Cristo Rey
shows the logos of the colleges the graduates will attend.

All the graduates from this school go to college

Walsh vows crackdown on offcampus student housing

JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF

Northeastern University is reconsidering its student
housing agreement with landlord Anwar N. Faisal.

Contact us
The Spotlight Team would like
to hear from readers with tips
about this series. The telephone
number is 6179293208;
confidential messages can also
be left at 6179297483.
Email the team at
spotlight@globe.com. Follow us
on Twitter @GlobeSpotlight

up to that,’’ said Walsh, who called the 
Globe Wednesday to detail his plan to 
protect students.

Northeastern said Wednesday that 
it is reconsidering its business rela-
tionship with Faisal, one of the biggest 
landlords for college students in Boston. 
The Spotlight Team found that Faisal 
and his real estate companies, including 
Alpha Management Corp., have been de-
fendants in dozens of criminal and civil 
cases in Boston Housing Court over the 
past decade.

The Spotlight Team, as part of its investigation, recently surveyed students living in 40 
apartments in six Faisal buildings on Hemenway and St. Stephen streets. The occupants of 37 
of those apartments, or 93 percent, reported at least one significant problem, such as pests, 
mold, inoperable smoke alarms, and broken locks on apartment doors.

“The leadership of Northeastern University is extremely concerned about revelations 
uncovered by The Boston Globe’s recent investigative series on student housing in Boston,’’ 
Steven Kadish, senior vice president and chief operating officer for the school, wrote in a letter 
to Faisal Wednesday.

“The multiple and specific examples of abhorrent living conditions in your company’s 
apartments are very troubling and, if substantiated, warrant your immediate attention and 
response.’’

Kadish wrote that Northeastern intends to carefully study the Globe’s findings. “If, after 
a thorough review of the facts, we are not satisfied with the quality of student housing your 
company provides, Northeastern will conclude its master leasing arrangement with Alpha 
Management and discourage our students from independently renting apartments from Alpha 
Management,’’ he wrote.

Michael Armini, Northeastern’s senior vice president for external affairs, said the school 
will carry out its review over the summer and into the fall. Armini said Northeastern, which 
bankrolled renovations in units it leased from Faisal, had focused on these units, rather than 
apartments that students rent directly from the landlord in the same buildings.

“Certainly, the revelations of the last few days have heightened our interest in all of Alpha 
Management’s properties,’’ he said.

Faisal could not be reached Wednesday afternoon. A woman who answered the phone at 
Faisal’s Brookline office said Alpha had no comment about the letter Northeastern sent.

Ethan Arruda-Leuppert, who graduated from Northeastern in 2012 and rented directly 
from Alpha during his senior year, said he was surprised that his alma mater would do busi-
ness with Faisal. He said the university should terminate its relationship with him.

“It was miserable,” Arruda-Leuppert, 23, said of his time living at 311 Huntington Ave., 
where he said Alpha Management failed to respond to widespread problems including broken 
doors, a nonfunctioning stove, oppressive heat, and rodents.

On Wednesday, Walsh said that when he meets with representatives of colleges, he will 
insist that they provide the addresses of students living off campus. That will help the city to 
more readily detect cases of overcrowding, defined by a zoning rule as more than four full-
time undergraduates sharing a single apartment or house. If the colleges do not comply, Walsh 
said, he will take additional steps.

“If the colleges refuse to do it, I’m looking possibly to take legislative action to make it 
happen’’ through a city ordinance, he said. “I have that ability.’’

The series found that some landlords in college neighborhoods commonly flout the no-
more-than-four zoning rule. Student tenants are often complicit because they cannot afford 
the rent without sharing it with a larger group.

Spotlight reporters and correspondents visited block after block of apartments in col-
lege neighborhoods and found overcrowding rife. In a Globe survey of 266 students living off 
campus in Boston, nearly a third of respondents said at least five undergraduates were living 
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region’s top campuses, said
president Jeff Thielman.

The challenges are great.
Students typically arrive a
grade and a half behind. About
84 percent qualify for free or re
ducedprice lunches.

But teachers work quickly to
bring them up to speed, and the
school amps up the rigor in
grades 10, 11, and 12. Individu
al tutors, longer “doubleblock”
classes in math and language
arts, and advanced placement
classes for all seniors add up to
a culture of high standards.

“We have a different group
of learners from 50 different
feeder schools,” Thielman said.
“Most of them come from very
difficult family and financial
backgrounds. Learning and ed
ucation are not necessarily a
priority in their homes.”

uCRISTO REY
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In addition to academic rig
or, the workstudy program
gives students realworld expe
rience and good work habits,
along with new skills. Students
work five days a month and off
set the bulk of their tuition.
Corporate partners include Hill
Holliday, Novartis, and TJX.

In parttime jobs in health
care, students might assist pa
tients. At financial and legal
firms, they deliver mail and aid
researchers.

“ T he work exper i ence
broadens their minds,’’ said
Thielman. “When they rub el
bows with successful people all
day long, they notice what it
takes. It develops their resil
ience and grit.”

Only a few local schools rival
Cristo Rey Boston’s record.

Cathedral High School in
the South End, a peer Catholic
institution, also boasts a 100

percent college acceptance rate.
At the city’s top public high
school, the much larger Boston
Latin School, 94 percent of last
year’s graduates planned to at
tend fouryear colleges, accord
ing to state data.

Cristo Rey started as North
Cambridge Catholic High
School and joined the national
Cristo Rey Network of 26
schools in 2004.

In 2010, it moved into the
former St. William’s Elementa
ry School to better serve Bos
ton’s underprivileged, who
were commuting as much as an
hour each way to the Cam
bridge location.

Some neighborhood parents
were said to be dismayed that
the network’s policy of admit
ting only financially disadvan
taged students meant their own
children were ineligible. But 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, who

grew up and still lives in the
neighborhood, was a strong
supporter of the school as a
state representative and helped
to smooth tensions. He also
spoke at the school’s opening.

“We ended up signing an
agreement with the local par
ish,” Thielman said. “If anybody
from the neighborhood applied
and their parents made too
much, we’d help them find an
other school.”

Cristo Rey has since inte
grated with the community, he
said, lending its facilities for
neighborhood events and serv
ing as a polling station.

Signing Day is a crowning
achievement for the school
community. Rondon’s peers an
nounced their college choices:
One will be going to UMass
Amherst, and the other three to
Holy Cross, a popular destina
tion for the students.

Some students acknowl
edged that the high expecta
tions can lead some to transfer.

“They’re very strict,” Monica
Rivera, a graduating senior
who will attend Bridgewater
State University, said of faculty
and administrators. “You can
be sent home for not [obeying]
the dress code.”

“They’re not in your busi
ness, but they know you per
sonally,” Jazmyn Grissett, a se
nior bound for Dean College,
said with a smile. But the two
friends agreed their experience
at the school was overwhelm
ingly positive.

“Our class is like a family,”
Grissett said. “No drama.”

At the Signing Day ceremo
ny, on hand to salute the se
niors were three employees of
H.P. Hood who have worked
with Cristo Rey students, in
cluding Yasmary Rondon, in

the company’s quality control
office in Charlestown and the
corporate headquarters in Lyn
nfield.

“We’re very excited for Yas
mary,” said Traci Tenggren, a
senior human resources man
ager at Hood. “It’s so rewarding
to coach a young person and
teach them work and life skills.”

Some students had prepared
their speeches in advance, but
Rondon spoke off the cuff.

“I cannot thank the people I
met here enough,” she said,
pausing to gather herself as she
suppressed a few tears with an
embarrassed smile.

Afterward, she scurried
through the crowd, still wear
ing her BC hat.

James Sullivan can be reached
at jamesgsullivan@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter
@sullivanjames.

with one of Boston’s most noto
rious landlords, who has re
ceived millions from the school
over the past decade to house
its students in a dozen build
ings near the campus. The uni
versity’s ties to the landlord
were a focus of the Spotlight
report.

Walsh, responding to the
report’s findings about land
lords who repeatedly violate
city and state regulations but
receive kidglove treatment
from regulators and the courts,
pledged to crack down and fine
property owners $300 a day for
each violation.

The city already has the
power to impose such fines, but
rarely does so.

Walsh said in a phone inter
view: “We absolutely have to be
tougher.’’

The mayor also plans to hire
more inspectors to regularly
check the city’s 154,000 rental
units for potential code viola
tions. The Globe series uncov
ered widespread problems in
Allston, Brighton, Fenway, and
Mission Hill, where students
were living with a host of indig
nities and hazards, from rodent
and pest infestations, to doors
without working locks, to miss
ing smoke detectors, and bed
rooms crammed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The city had already ear
marked money to pay for five
additional inspectors to carry
out a new inspection regimen.
But Walsh said that is not
enough and that he will hire
more. But he did not have
specifics on how many or when.

The mayor also said he
intends to meet soon with rep
resentatives of all the colleges
in Boston to insist that they
turn over addresses of under
graduates living off campus,
review university expansion
plans, and make schools live up
to promises to move students
out of the neighborhoods and
onto campus.

Northeastern University, for
example, signed an agreement
with the city in 2004 to end,
within five years, its practice of
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leasing apartments for students
in privately owned buildings in
the Fenway area.

But Northeastern, which
houses only 47 percent of
undergraduates on campus,
continues to rent apartments
for 600 students. More than
half of them live in buildings
owned by one of the city’s most
infamous landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

“If you make a commitment
to do something as a college or
a university, you should live up
to that,’’ said Walsh, who called
the Globe Wednesday to detail
his plan to protect students.

Northeastern said Wednes
day that it is reconsidering its
business relationship with
Faisal, one of the biggest land
lords for college students in
Boston. The Spotlight Team
found that Faisal and his real
estate companies, including
Alpha Management Corp., have
been defendants in dozens of

criminal and civil cases in
Boston Housing Court over the
past decade.

The Spotlight Team, as part
of its investigation, recently
surveyed students living in 40
apartments in six Faisal build
ings on Hemenway and St.
Stephen streets. The occupants
of 37 of those apartments, or 93
percent, reported at least one
significant problem, such as
pests, mold, inoperable smoke
alarms, and broken locks on
apartment doors.

“The leadership of North
eastern University is extremely
concerned about revelations
uncovered by The Boston
Globe’s recent investigative
series on student housing in
Boston,’’ Steven Kadish, senior
vice president and chief operat

ing officer for the school, wrote
in a letter to Faisal Wednesday.

“The multiple and specific
examples of abhorrent living
conditions in your company’s
apartments are very troubling
and, if substantiated, warrant
your immediate attention and
response.’’

Kadish wrote that North
eastern intends to carefully
study the Globe’s findings. “If,
after a thorough review of the
facts, we are not satisfied with
the quality of student housing
your company provides, North
eastern will conclude its master
leasing arrangement with
Alpha Management and dis
courage our students from
independently renting apart
ments from Alpha Manage
ment,’’ he wrote.

Michael Armini, Northeast
ern’s senior vice president for
external affairs, said the school
will carry out its review over the
summer and into the fall .
Armini said Northeastern,
which bankrolled renovations
in units it leased from Faisal,
had focused on these units, 
rather than apartments that
students rent directly from the
landlord in the same buildings.

“Certainly, the revelations of
the last few days have height
ened our interest in all of Alpha
Management’s properties,’’ he
said.

Faisal could not be reached
Wednesday afternoon. A wom
an who answered the phone at
Faisal’s Brookline office said
Alpha had no comment about
the letter Northeastern sent.

Ethan ArrudaLeuppert,
who graduated from Northeast
ern in 2012 and rented directly
from Alpha during his senior
year, said he was surprised that
his alma mater would do busi
ness with Faisal. He said the
university should terminate its
relationship with him.

“It was miserable,” Arruda
Leuppert, 23, said of his time
living at 311 Huntington Ave.,
where he said Alpha Manage
ment failed to respond to wide
spread problems including bro
ken doors, a nonfunctioning
stove, oppressive heat, and
rodents.

On Wednesday, Walsh said
that when he meets with repre
sentatives of colleges, he will
insist that they provide the
addresses of students living off
campus. That will help the city
to more readily detect cases of
overcrowding, defined by a zon
ing rule as more than four full
time undergraduates sharing a
single apartment or house. If
the colleges do not comply,
Walsh said, he will take addi
tional steps.

“If the colleges refuse to do
it, I’m looking possibly to take
legislative action to make it
happen’’ through a city ordi
nance, he said. “I have that abil
ity.’’

The series found that some
landlords in college neighbor
hoods commonly flout the no
morethanfour zoning rule.
Student tenants are often com
plicit because they cannot
afford the rent without sharing
it with a larger group.

Spotlight reporters and cor
respondents visited block after
block of apartments in college
neighborhoods and found over
crowding rife. In a Globe survey
of 266 students living off cam
pus in Boston, nearly a third of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 city zoning rule.

In sections of Brighton near
Boston College, where most
juniors are not provided on
campus housing, 80 percent of
the students surveyed said they
had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

The overcrowded student
apartments inflate rents in
neighborhoods, make housing
unaffordable to other residents,
and can endanger tenants.

In April 2013, after a 22
yearold BU student, Binland
Lee, died in a fire in an over
crowded house on Linden
Street in Allston, the Boston
Redevelopment Agency asked
univers i t ies to share the
addresses of their offcampus
students so city officials could
build a database and spot over
crowded units.

BU was the only school to
comply with the request. BC
said federal student privacy
laws precluded that school
from complying, even though
federal regulators say schools
who designate addresses as di
rectory information are gener
ally permitted to do so. North
eastern said Wednesday that
the school’s legal counsel will
review the matter.

Residents in neighborhoods
chronically plagued by rowdy
parties and the antics of stu
dents in overcrowded units
stepped up their demands this
week for the city to get the off
campus addresses.

“I expect full and immediate
compliance with the city of
Boston’s request for that data so
that the proper agencies may
have the information necessary
to monitor and act to keep our
children and our neighbor
hoods safe,’’ Steven Lee wrote in
a letter to the Rev. William P.
Leahy, BC’s president. Lee lives
on Radnor Road near the BC

campus.
Valerie K. Frias, the associ

ate director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Center, who has been
pushing for the database since
Binland Lee’s death, said the
universities’ assertions that stu
dent privacy is at risk is an easi
ly surmountable obstacle. The
city only needs the addresses,
not the names of students, so
they can target units that are
housing more than four full
time undergraduates, she said.

The Globe reported Monday
that the city could not turn up
even one student overcrowding
citation, even though crammed
student apartments are an
open secret. Even after the fire,
the house where Binland Lee
died was not cited.

As part of its report, the
Globe published four photo
graphs, listing the owners of
four rental houses where more
than four students were living
late last year, apparently illegal
ly. The city said late yesterday
that it was dispatching inspec
tors to those houses Thursday.

“ISD will be out there tomor
row,’ ’ said Kate Norton, a
spokeswoman for the mayor.

Asked whether the leader of
the Inspectional Services De
partment, Bryan Glascock, had
Walsh’s confidence, Norton
said, “This is less an issue of
leadership. This is more an
issue of making sure the city
has more tools at its disposal to
ensure the safety of all its resi
dents.’’

Michael P. Ross, the former
councilor who successfully
argued for the ordinance com
bating overcrowding called on
city officials and universities to
do more to safeguard students.

“Every day in the city these
student renters are being taken
advantage of. . . . Their own life
and safety is in peril with some
of these properties,” Ross said.

Thomas Farragher of the Globe
Spotlight Team contributed to
this report. Saltzman can be
reached at Jonathan.Saltzman
@globe.com; Abelson can be
reached at Jenn.Abelson@
globe.com.

PHOTOS BY ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/GLOBE STAFF

Senior Yasmary Rondon prepared to don a Boston College
hat after revealing her college choice. A board at Cristo Rey
shows the logos of the colleges the graduates will attend.

All the graduates from this school go to college

Walsh vows crackdown on offcampus student housing

JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF

Northeastern University is reconsidering its student
housing agreement with landlord Anwar N. Faisal.

Contact us
The Spotlight Team would like
to hear from readers with tips
about this series. The telephone
number is 6179293208;
confidential messages can also
be left at 6179297483.
Email the team at
spotlight@globe.com. Follow us
on Twitter @GlobeSpotlight



April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords
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region’s top campuses, said
president Jeff Thielman.

The challenges are great.
Students typically arrive a
grade and a half behind. About
84 percent qualify for free or re
ducedprice lunches.

But teachers work quickly to
bring them up to speed, and the
school amps up the rigor in
grades 10, 11, and 12. Individu
al tutors, longer “doubleblock”
classes in math and language
arts, and advanced placement
classes for all seniors add up to
a culture of high standards.

“We have a different group
of learners from 50 different
feeder schools,” Thielman said.
“Most of them come from very
difficult family and financial
backgrounds. Learning and ed
ucation are not necessarily a
priority in their homes.”

uCRISTO REY
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In addition to academic rig
or, the workstudy program
gives students realworld expe
rience and good work habits,
along with new skills. Students
work five days a month and off
set the bulk of their tuition.
Corporate partners include Hill
Holliday, Novartis, and TJX.

In parttime jobs in health
care, students might assist pa
tients. At financial and legal
firms, they deliver mail and aid
researchers.

“ T he work exper i ence
broadens their minds,’’ said
Thielman. “When they rub el
bows with successful people all
day long, they notice what it
takes. It develops their resil
ience and grit.”

Only a few local schools rival
Cristo Rey Boston’s record.

Cathedral High School in
the South End, a peer Catholic
institution, also boasts a 100

percent college acceptance rate.
At the city’s top public high
school, the much larger Boston
Latin School, 94 percent of last
year’s graduates planned to at
tend fouryear colleges, accord
ing to state data.

Cristo Rey started as North
Cambridge Catholic High
School and joined the national
Cristo Rey Network of 26
schools in 2004.

In 2010, it moved into the
former St. William’s Elementa
ry School to better serve Bos
ton’s underprivileged, who
were commuting as much as an
hour each way to the Cam
bridge location.

Some neighborhood parents
were said to be dismayed that
the network’s policy of admit
ting only financially disadvan
taged students meant their own
children were ineligible. But 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, who

grew up and still lives in the
neighborhood, was a strong
supporter of the school as a
state representative and helped
to smooth tensions. He also
spoke at the school’s opening.

“We ended up signing an
agreement with the local par
ish,” Thielman said. “If anybody
from the neighborhood applied
and their parents made too
much, we’d help them find an
other school.”

Cristo Rey has since inte
grated with the community, he
said, lending its facilities for
neighborhood events and serv
ing as a polling station.

Signing Day is a crowning
achievement for the school
community. Rondon’s peers an
nounced their college choices:
One will be going to UMass
Amherst, and the other three to
Holy Cross, a popular destina
tion for the students.

Some students acknowl
edged that the high expecta
tions can lead some to transfer.

“They’re very strict,” Monica
Rivera, a graduating senior
who will attend Bridgewater
State University, said of faculty
and administrators. “You can
be sent home for not [obeying]
the dress code.”

“They’re not in your busi
ness, but they know you per
sonally,” Jazmyn Grissett, a se
nior bound for Dean College,
said with a smile. But the two
friends agreed their experience
at the school was overwhelm
ingly positive.

“Our class is like a family,”
Grissett said. “No drama.”

At the Signing Day ceremo
ny, on hand to salute the se
niors were three employees of
H.P. Hood who have worked
with Cristo Rey students, in
cluding Yasmary Rondon, in

the company’s quality control
office in Charlestown and the
corporate headquarters in Lyn
nfield.

“We’re very excited for Yas
mary,” said Traci Tenggren, a
senior human resources man
ager at Hood. “It’s so rewarding
to coach a young person and
teach them work and life skills.”

Some students had prepared
their speeches in advance, but
Rondon spoke off the cuff.

“I cannot thank the people I
met here enough,” she said,
pausing to gather herself as she
suppressed a few tears with an
embarrassed smile.

Afterward, she scurried
through the crowd, still wear
ing her BC hat.

James Sullivan can be reached
at jamesgsullivan@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter
@sullivanjames.

with one of Boston’s most noto
rious landlords, who has re
ceived millions from the school
over the past decade to house
its students in a dozen build
ings near the campus. The uni
versity’s ties to the landlord
were a focus of the Spotlight
report.

Walsh, responding to the
report’s findings about land
lords who repeatedly violate
city and state regulations but
receive kidglove treatment
from regulators and the courts,
pledged to crack down and fine
property owners $300 a day for
each violation.

The city already has the
power to impose such fines, but
rarely does so.

Walsh said in a phone inter
view: “We absolutely have to be
tougher.’’

The mayor also plans to hire
more inspectors to regularly
check the city’s 154,000 rental
units for potential code viola
tions. The Globe series uncov
ered widespread problems in
Allston, Brighton, Fenway, and
Mission Hill, where students
were living with a host of indig
nities and hazards, from rodent
and pest infestations, to doors
without working locks, to miss
ing smoke detectors, and bed
rooms crammed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The city had already ear
marked money to pay for five
additional inspectors to carry
out a new inspection regimen.
But Walsh said that is not
enough and that he will hire
more. But he did not have
specifics on how many or when.

The mayor also said he
intends to meet soon with rep
resentatives of all the colleges
in Boston to insist that they
turn over addresses of under
graduates living off campus,
review university expansion
plans, and make schools live up
to promises to move students
out of the neighborhoods and
onto campus.

Northeastern University, for
example, signed an agreement
with the city in 2004 to end,
within five years, its practice of
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leasing apartments for students
in privately owned buildings in
the Fenway area.

But Northeastern, which
houses only 47 percent of
undergraduates on campus,
continues to rent apartments
for 600 students. More than
half of them live in buildings
owned by one of the city’s most
infamous landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

“If you make a commitment
to do something as a college or
a university, you should live up
to that,’’ said Walsh, who called
the Globe Wednesday to detail
his plan to protect students.

Northeastern said Wednes
day that it is reconsidering its
business relationship with
Faisal, one of the biggest land
lords for college students in
Boston. The Spotlight Team
found that Faisal and his real
estate companies, including
Alpha Management Corp., have
been defendants in dozens of

criminal and civil cases in
Boston Housing Court over the
past decade.

The Spotlight Team, as part
of its investigation, recently
surveyed students living in 40
apartments in six Faisal build
ings on Hemenway and St.
Stephen streets. The occupants
of 37 of those apartments, or 93
percent, reported at least one
significant problem, such as
pests, mold, inoperable smoke
alarms, and broken locks on
apartment doors.

“The leadership of North
eastern University is extremely
concerned about revelations
uncovered by The Boston
Globe’s recent investigative
series on student housing in
Boston,’’ Steven Kadish, senior
vice president and chief operat

ing officer for the school, wrote
in a letter to Faisal Wednesday.

“The multiple and specific
examples of abhorrent living
conditions in your company’s
apartments are very troubling
and, if substantiated, warrant
your immediate attention and
response.’’

Kadish wrote that North
eastern intends to carefully
study the Globe’s findings. “If,
after a thorough review of the
facts, we are not satisfied with
the quality of student housing
your company provides, North
eastern will conclude its master
leasing arrangement with
Alpha Management and dis
courage our students from
independently renting apart
ments from Alpha Manage
ment,’’ he wrote.

Michael Armini, Northeast
ern’s senior vice president for
external affairs, said the school
will carry out its review over the
summer and into the fall .
Armini said Northeastern,
which bankrolled renovations
in units it leased from Faisal,
had focused on these units, 
rather than apartments that
students rent directly from the
landlord in the same buildings.

“Certainly, the revelations of
the last few days have height
ened our interest in all of Alpha
Management’s properties,’’ he
said.

Faisal could not be reached
Wednesday afternoon. A wom
an who answered the phone at
Faisal’s Brookline office said
Alpha had no comment about
the letter Northeastern sent.

Ethan ArrudaLeuppert,
who graduated from Northeast
ern in 2012 and rented directly
from Alpha during his senior
year, said he was surprised that
his alma mater would do busi
ness with Faisal. He said the
university should terminate its
relationship with him.

“It was miserable,” Arruda
Leuppert, 23, said of his time
living at 311 Huntington Ave.,
where he said Alpha Manage
ment failed to respond to wide
spread problems including bro
ken doors, a nonfunctioning
stove, oppressive heat, and
rodents.

On Wednesday, Walsh said
that when he meets with repre
sentatives of colleges, he will
insist that they provide the
addresses of students living off
campus. That will help the city
to more readily detect cases of
overcrowding, defined by a zon
ing rule as more than four full
time undergraduates sharing a
single apartment or house. If
the colleges do not comply,
Walsh said, he will take addi
tional steps.

“If the colleges refuse to do
it, I’m looking possibly to take
legislative action to make it
happen’’ through a city ordi
nance, he said. “I have that abil
ity.’’

The series found that some
landlords in college neighbor
hoods commonly flout the no
morethanfour zoning rule.
Student tenants are often com
plicit because they cannot
afford the rent without sharing
it with a larger group.

Spotlight reporters and cor
respondents visited block after
block of apartments in college
neighborhoods and found over
crowding rife. In a Globe survey
of 266 students living off cam
pus in Boston, nearly a third of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 city zoning rule.

In sections of Brighton near
Boston College, where most
juniors are not provided on
campus housing, 80 percent of
the students surveyed said they
had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

The overcrowded student
apartments inflate rents in
neighborhoods, make housing
unaffordable to other residents,
and can endanger tenants.

In April 2013, after a 22
yearold BU student, Binland
Lee, died in a fire in an over
crowded house on Linden
Street in Allston, the Boston
Redevelopment Agency asked
univers i t ies to share the
addresses of their offcampus
students so city officials could
build a database and spot over
crowded units.

BU was the only school to
comply with the request. BC
said federal student privacy
laws precluded that school
from complying, even though
federal regulators say schools
who designate addresses as di
rectory information are gener
ally permitted to do so. North
eastern said Wednesday that
the school’s legal counsel will
review the matter.

Residents in neighborhoods
chronically plagued by rowdy
parties and the antics of stu
dents in overcrowded units
stepped up their demands this
week for the city to get the off
campus addresses.

“I expect full and immediate
compliance with the city of
Boston’s request for that data so
that the proper agencies may
have the information necessary
to monitor and act to keep our
children and our neighbor
hoods safe,’’ Steven Lee wrote in
a letter to the Rev. William P.
Leahy, BC’s president. Lee lives
on Radnor Road near the BC

campus.
Valerie K. Frias, the associ

ate director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Center, who has been
pushing for the database since
Binland Lee’s death, said the
universities’ assertions that stu
dent privacy is at risk is an easi
ly surmountable obstacle. The
city only needs the addresses,
not the names of students, so
they can target units that are
housing more than four full
time undergraduates, she said.

The Globe reported Monday
that the city could not turn up
even one student overcrowding
citation, even though crammed
student apartments are an
open secret. Even after the fire,
the house where Binland Lee
died was not cited.

As part of its report, the
Globe published four photo
graphs, listing the owners of
four rental houses where more
than four students were living
late last year, apparently illegal
ly. The city said late yesterday
that it was dispatching inspec
tors to those houses Thursday.

“ISD will be out there tomor
row,’ ’ said Kate Norton, a
spokeswoman for the mayor.

Asked whether the leader of
the Inspectional Services De
partment, Bryan Glascock, had
Walsh’s confidence, Norton
said, “This is less an issue of
leadership. This is more an
issue of making sure the city
has more tools at its disposal to
ensure the safety of all its resi
dents.’’

Michael P. Ross, the former
councilor who successfully
argued for the ordinance com
bating overcrowding called on
city officials and universities to
do more to safeguard students.

“Every day in the city these
student renters are being taken
advantage of. . . . Their own life
and safety is in peril with some
of these properties,” Ross said.

Thomas Farragher of the Globe
Spotlight Team contributed to
this report. Saltzman can be
reached at Jonathan.Saltzman
@globe.com; Abelson can be
reached at Jenn.Abelson@
globe.com.
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Senior Yasmary Rondon prepared to don a Boston College
hat after revealing her college choice. A board at Cristo Rey
shows the logos of the colleges the graduates will attend.

All the graduates from this school go to college

Walsh vows crackdown on offcampus student housing

JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF

Northeastern University is reconsidering its student
housing agreement with landlord Anwar N. Faisal.

Contact us
The Spotlight Team would like
to hear from readers with tips
about this series. The telephone
number is 6179293208;
confidential messages can also
be left at 6179297483.
Email the team at
spotlight@globe.com. Follow us
on Twitter @GlobeSpotlight

together, in apparent violation of the 2008 city zoning rule.
In sections of Brighton near Boston College, where most juniors are not provided on-cam-

pus housing, 80 percent of the students surveyed said they had more than four undergradu-
ates in their apartments.

The overcrowded student apartments inflate rents in neighborhoods, make housing unaf-
fordable to other residents, and can endanger tenants.

In April 2013, after a 22-year-old BU student, Binland Lee, died in a fire in an overcrowd-
ed house on Linden Street in Allston, the Boston Redevelopment Agency asked universities to 
share the addresses of their off-campus students so city officials could build a database and 
spot overcrowded units.

BU was the only school to comply with the request. BC said federal student privacy laws 
precluded that school from complying, even though federal regulators say schools who desig-
nate addresses as directory information are generally permitted to do so. Northeastern said 
Wednesday that the school’s legal counsel will review the matter.

Residents in neighborhoods chronically plagued by rowdy parties and the antics of stu-
dents in overcrowded units stepped up their demands this week for the city to get the off-cam-
pus addresses.

“I expect full and immediate compliance with the city of Boston’s request for that data so 
that the proper agencies may have the information necessary to monitor and act to keep our 
children and our neighborhoods safe,’’ Steven Lee wrote in a letter to the Rev. William P. Lea-
hy, BC’s president. Lee lives on Radnor Road near the BC campus.

Valerie K. Frias, the associate director of the Allston Brighton Community Development 
Center, who has been pushing for the database since Binland Lee’s death, said the universi-
ties’ assertions that student privacy is at risk is an easily surmountable obstacle. The city only 
needs the addresses, not the names of students, so they can target units that are housing more 
than four full-time undergraduates, she said.

The Globe reported Monday that the city could not turn up even one student overcrowd-
ing citation, even though crammed student apartments are an open secret. Even after the fire, 
the house where Binland Lee died was not cited.

As part of its report, the Globe published four photographs, listing the owners of four 
rental houses where more than four students were living late last year, apparently illegally. 
The city said late yesterday that it was dispatching inspectors to those houses Thursday.

“ISD will be out there tomorrow,’’ said Kate Norton, a spokeswoman for the mayor.
Asked whether the leader of the Inspectional Services Department, Bryan Glascock, had 

Walsh’s confidence, Norton said, “This is less an issue of leadership. This is more an issue of 
making sure the city has more tools at its disposal to ensure the safety of all its residents.’’

Michael P. Ross, the former councilor who successfully argued for the ordinance combat-
ing overcrowding called on city officials and universities to do more to safeguard students.

“Every day in the city these student renters are being taken advantage of. . . . Their own 
life and safety is in peril with some of these properties,” Ross said.

Thomas Farragher of the Globe Spotlight Team contributed to this report.


