
Colleges to give data on 
off-campus housing
Walsh wants addresses to fight overcrowding

By Jonathan Saltzman and Thomas Farragher
GLOBE STAFF  

Mayor Martin J. Walsh said Tuesday that more than 20 universities in Boston have largely 
agreed to disclose the addresses of students living off campus — a long-resisted step that he 

called critical to combatting chronic overcrowding that he said imperils 
student safety.

“They don’t see a problem with it,’’ Walsh said after emerging from an 
hourlong, closed-door meeting with the presidents and representatives of the schools. “Not 
one college pushed back.’’

But if no college actively pushed back, one did emerge from the meeting saying it was not 
ready to commit to the plan. Boston College says it has continuing concerns about violating 
student privacy.

The mayor met with officials from Boston University, Boston College, Northeastern Uni-
versity, Suffolk University, and other city colleges at the Parkman House, the city-owned man-
sion on Beacon Hill.

In recent weeks, Walsh had said that if he encountered resistance from university lead-
ers, he would consider introducing a City Council ordinance to force disclosure of off-campus 
addresses. The information, he said, is essential so the city can to identify overcrowded apart-
ments and protect the health and safety of tens of thousands of university students.

Boston College voiced its concerns after the meeting, but the mayor said he heard no ob-
jections at the session from any college officials. Several representatives pledged speedy com-
pliance.

“It’s fine; it’s not a problem,’’ James McCarthy, Suffolk University’s president, said outside 
the Parkman House afterward. “We’ll move immediately to get the address lists that they’re 
looking for. . . . It’s a safety issue.’’

The extraordinary meeting came one month after the Globe Spotlight Team uncovered 
widespread overcrowding in Boston’s college neighborhoods, where students confront living 
hazards ranging from rats and bedbugs, to smoke detectors dangling uselessly from ceilings, 
to bedrooms stuffed illegally into basements or firetrap attics.

The hazardous conditions are especially acute in sections of Brighton near Boston Col-
lege, where a Spotlight Team survey found 80 percent of the students questioned there said 
they had more than four undergraduates in their apartments.

A city zoning provision prohibits more than four full-time undergraduates from sharing a 
house or apartment, a provision that the Globe investigation found is widely ignored by stu-
dents, landlords, and property managers.

After a fire last year that killed 22-year-old Binland Lee, a Boston University student, 
community activists called on city universities to release the addresses of their off-campus 
students to enable the city to build a database to detect dangerous, overcrowded living condi-
tions.

Only Boston University complied.
Boston College — which has hundreds of students living off campus, frequently in over-

crowded apartments — has said that federal student privacy laws do not allow the school to 
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Walsh said after emerging from an
hourlong, closeddoor meeting with the
presidents and representatives of the
schools. “Not one college pushed back.’’

But if no college actively pushed
back, one did emerge from the meeting
saying it was not ready to commit to the
plan. Boston College says it has continu
ing concerns about violating student
privacy.

The mayor met with officials from
Boston University, Boston College,
Northeastern University, Suffolk Uni
versity, and other city colleges at the
Parkman House, the cityowned man
sion on Beacon Hill.

In recent weeks, Walsh had said that
if he encountered resistance from uni
versity leaders, he would consider intro
ducing a City Council ordinance to force
disclosure of offcampus addresses. The
information, he said, is essential so the
city can to identify overcrowded apart
ments and protect the health and safety

of tens of thousands of university stu
dents.

Boston College voiced its concerns
after the meeting, but the mayor said he
heard no objections at the session from
any college officials. Several representa
tives pledged speedy compliance.

“It’s fine; it’s not a problem,’’ James
McCarthy, Suffolk University’s presi
dent, said outside the Parkman House
afterward. “We’ll move immediately to
get the address lists that they’re looking
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BEDFORD — The Gulfstream IV
jet that crashed at Hanscom Field Sat
urday night, killing seven people,
reached a speed of 190 miles per hour
before slowing down during its
attempted takeoff and hurtling into a
gully, air crash investigators said
Tuesday.

Information from the plane’s flight
data recorder indicated that the jet’s
thrust reversers had been turned on
and that brake pressures were rising,
Luke Schiada, the lead investigator
for the National Transportation Safe
ty Board, said at the scene.

The scenario described by the
investigator suggested that the pilots
were trying to abort the takeoff, one
veteran pilot said. Thrust reversers
are typically used to slow planes
down by diverting jet exhaust to the
front, rather than the back, as in nor
mal operation.

“The thrust reversers deployed
and the wheel brake pressures rose as
the airplane decelerated,” Schiada
said. “We’re also observing tire marks
on the runway.”

Schiada declined to say outright
that the pilots were trying to stop the
plane, saying: “We’re not interpreting
the information that the thrust re
versers were deployed. . . . I don’t
want to interpret what the actions
are.”

He also did not give any indication
as to why the crew might have been
trying to stop the plane.

“We’re not going to speculate,”
Schiada said.

However, Bruce Landsberg, an
CRASH, Page A7
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SOMERVILLE — When Eit
an Green was a boy in Need
ham, his family embraced the
outdoors — hiking, skiing, kay
aking, camping overnight.
Then a chance encounter with a
guide in Acadia National Park
gave them the opportunity to
rappel 110 feet down a rocky
cliff above the Atlantic.

Eitan’s father, an investment
manager careful about risk,
looked down and was reminded
how afraid he was of heights.
His older sister backed out, but
Eitan, a wisp of an 8yearold,
rappelled down Otter Cliff to
the water and then scampered
back. For the next two decades,
he never stopped climbing.

Growing up to become a
mountain guide, Green was a
magnetic figure in base camps
and on icy peaks, as well as an
unusual one: A thirddegree ka
rate black belt, bossa nova
drummer, and Colby College
honors graduate, Green de
voured books, worked to im
prove conditions for ethnic
Sherpas, and connected with
clients as varied as wandering
backpackers and Wall Street 
bankers.

Friends and family knew
him to be fearless but never
reckless — meticulously pre
pared and analytical in his ap
proach to guiding. That is part
of why the news of his pre
sumed death on Mount Rainier
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To many, mountain guide
reached humanity’s heights
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GLOBE STAFF

California Chrome, his nose
pointed toward possible Triple
Crown glory in Saturday’s Bel
mont Stakes, will do so with
the bridge of that nose covered
by an adhesive strip that re
tails for around $10.

The nasal strip, merely a
larger version of what humans
wear to prevent snoring, in re
cent weeks has become noth

ing to sneeze at, especially in
an industry eager to produce a
Triple Crown champ for the
first time since Affirmed gal
loped to glory in 1978. It’s a
small investment in a typical
trainer’s tack room full of the
conventional, timetested
equipment designed to help
jockeys make their horses run
better, straighter, and faster.

“We win by inches, necks,
and noses,’’ noted veteran

trainer Jay Bernardini, ferret
ing about his tack room at Suf
folk Downs one morning last
week to show a visitor the con
ventional headgear of his
trade. “What people don’t real
ize is, an inch is thousands of
dollars sometimes — and
those big races, it’s millions of
dollars.

“So it is the trainer’s job to
try to find that extra inch.’’

HORSE GEAR, Page A9

Antisnore strip and common gear
keys in quest for rare Triple CrownBreathing easier

California Chrome 
wears a large strip 
that keeps his nasal 
passages open to 
provide more air to 
the lungs. It’s one of 
several pieces of 
equipment 
racehorses can wear 
to boost their 
performance. 
Graphic, A9.
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among
friends and
family for
being
meticulously
prepared and
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his approach
to guiding in
places like
Mount
Rainier, left.
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T
he whisper campaign about
the high cost of union labor
in this town is deafening.
Developers, contractors, and
real estate executives will tell

you there’s a big reason why Boston
can’t build more middleclass housing:
construction workers’ fat paychecks.

It’s a frontburner issue because
Mayor Marty Walsh has been on his

own campaign to solve Boston’s hous
ing crisis. The middle class can no lon
ger afford to live here, with the average
price of a downtown condo approach
ing $1 million. The Walsh administra
tion is considering several ways to boost
production, including making city
owned land available for development
and handing out tax breaks.

But curiously missing from the

Walsh agenda is how, and if, our labor
backed mayor — who was once the head
of the Boston building trades — would
ask his brethren to budge on wages.

Would he? The answer is yes.
“Let’s put all the problems on the ta

ble — cost of construction, cost of land,
cost of labor,” Walsh told me during an
interview last week in his fifthfloor of
fice in City Hall.

He pointed out that’s why labor rep
resentatives sit on the housing task
force he formed. “Labor costs are clearly
going to be one of the issues we are go
ing to talk about,” he said.

But will it be more than just talk? We
should all hope so.

More than anyone, Walsh is uniquely
qualified to make Boston a city where

LEUNG, Page A12

Chance for unionbacked mayor to tackle labor costs
Shirley Leung
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saying it was not ready to commit to the
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ing concerns about violating student
privacy.
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if he encountered resistance from uni
versity leaders, he would consider intro
ducing a City Council ordinance to force
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heard no objections at the session from
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tives pledged speedy compliance.
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President Vladimir V. Putin
said Russia has withdrawn
its troops from the Ukraine
border and asked separatists
to drop plans for a referen
dum on sovereignty. A3.

Mark R. Fisher said state Re
publicans offered him $1
million to end his gubernato
rial bid long before he sued
for a spot on the ballot. B1.

Only about a quarter of high
school seniors are perform
ing proficiently or better in
math and just 4 in 10 are do
ing so in reading, a national
assessment found. A2.

A study questioned the ex
perimental therapy of using
stem cells to repair the heart,
which was inspired by re
search in Boston. A13.

Federal lawyers said that
TelexFree Inc. coowner
Carlos Wanzeler has left the
country for Brazil amid a
grand jury investigation of
the company. B7.

Hundreds were killed in an
attack on a Nigerian market
place by militants who
stirred outrage by kidnap
ping 270 schoolgirls. A5.

House Republicans voted to
hold former Internal Reve
nue Service official Lois
Lerner in contempt for refus
ing to testify about her role
in the targeting of conserva
tive groups. A11.

A Thai court ordered the re
moval of Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra from of
fice, a victory for opposition
forces who have sought to
overthrow the government
for six months. A4.

The Red Sox reached the
.500 mark after eight failed
attempts with a 43 victory
over the Reds at Fenway. C1.
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Naomi Levy, assistant bar manager
at Eastern Standard, submits her
signature Guayaba Arabica cock
tail to international scrutiny in
Moscow Thursday at the Bacardi

Legacy competition. A crosscultur
al philosophy inspired her drink, and

proceeds from it go to antibias education. g16.

1½ ounces 
Bacardi 
Superior

1 ounce Boiron 
Guava Puree

¾ ounce 
coffee-scented 

simple syrup

¾ ounce lime 
juice

3-5 cilantro 
leaves 

1 pinch 
of salt THE RESULT 

Naomi Levy’s Guayaba Arabica

THE INGREDIENTS

Blend with care and put it to the worldwide test

By Jonathan Saltzman and Jenn Abelson
GLOBE STAFF

Mayor Martin J. Walsh said Wednesday that
the city will levy $300 daily fines on scofflaw
landlords, increase the number of inspections,

and demand that colleg
es in Boston disclose the
addresses of under
graduate students living

off campus, measures designed to protect the
health and safety of tens of thousands of univer
sity students.

“My concern is the life of every young college
student living off campus in overcrowded apart
ments,’’ Walsh said.

The mayor’s announcement follows this
week’s Globe Spotlight Team investigation that
reported that illegally overcrowded apartments
riddle the city’s college neighborhoods, where
some absentee landlords maximize profits by
packing in students who often seek apartments
off campus because universities admit more
students than they can house.

Meanwhile, Northeastern University said
Wednesday that it may sever its relationship

SPOTLIGHT, Page A17

By Michael B. Farrell and Eric Moskowitz
GLOBE STAFF

Usually when a child goes missing, an emer
gency broadcast system called the Amber Alert
uses sophisticated technology to blast text mes
sages telling thousands of strangers to be on the
lookout.

But in cases involving endangered children
needing state supervision, Massachusetts is
stuck in the fax age.

Massachusetts is far from unique in being
hamstrung by dated technologies; many other
state welfare agencies also still rely on fax ma
chines to communicate important alerts about
child safety. But some are slowly experimenting
with modern electronic systems that are preva
lent in corporate America and even other gov
ernment agencies.

“If FedEx knows where every package is, why
can’t we know where every kid is?” said Daniel
Stein, cofounder of Stewards of Change, a New

FAX, Page A15

Walsh vows
offcampus
housing
crackdown
More inspections, daily
$300 fines on landlords

Child welfare
specialists look
beyond the fax
Mass. agency not alone
in relying on oldmethods

By Milton J. Valencia
GLOBE STAFF

They call it the roadmap of a trial, a sto
ry to keep jurors engaged, a defining
moment for a lawyer to connect with a pan
el of strangers. Opening statements are the
very essence of courtroom drama that
translates into mustsee television.

But in a reallife scenario in federal
court in Boston — where there are no cam
eras, no scripts — defense lawyers in the
trial involving the Probation Department
scandal will face this ultimate challenge:
Can you do it in 15 minutes?

That’s all the time that veteran US Dis
trict Court Judge William G. Young will
allow for each of the three defendants

when the highprofile trial starts Thursday
morning. The government will get 45 min
utes in total, less than it usually gets, and
Young scoffed when they asked for more.

“An hour and a half openings is almost
inevitably boring,” the judge, known for
being sensitive to jurors’ needs, told law
yers and prosecutors during a pretrial
status conference last month.

Young selected 9 women and 7 men
Wednesday to serve on the jury.

By many accounts, the trial entails the
most complex criminal legal theory prose
cutors have proposed in recent time. Young
himself said at a recent hearing that it was
the most involved he has seen in his

OPENING STATEMENTS, Page A9

Time limit on opening words
adds to challenge for lawyers

15 minutes
Limit of opening 
statement for each of 
the three defendants.

2,400 words
Approximate number 
one can speak clearly 
in 15 minutes, based 
on a rate of 160 words 
per minute, often the 
observed rate of 
speech for BBC 
broadcasters.

59 pages
The length of John 
O’Brien’s indictment, 
which covers 10 years.

By James Sullivan
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
t Cristo Rey school in Dorchester,
“Signing Day” is a twist on the usual
high school celebration. Rather
than announce where top athletes
will play in college in the fall, Cristo

Rey announces where its “scholastic superstars”
are headed.

Hundreds of wellwishers gathered at the
Catholic school one recent evening for the annu
al event. Yasmary Rondon and four other out
standing graduating seniors sat nervously before
three hats, embroidered with the logos of their
respective top college choices.

When her turn came, Rondon pulled on a
Boston College hat, signaling her acceptance
there.

“We got one!” said a happy Thomas P. O’Neill
III, a BC alumnus, former lieutenant governor,
and chairman of the Cristo Rey Boston board of
trustees.

It is Cristo Rey’s intense focus on achieve
ment that has earned the little school a big repu
tation.

The entire senior class, more than 60 stu
dents, expects to attend a fouryearcollege this
fall. It marks the fifth straight year the school
will have accomplished the feat, one it attributes
to scrupulous academic standards and unique
workstudy partnerships with some of the
region’s top businesses.

A holistic approach to education is key to pro
pelling students from the twostory brick school
near the Savin Hill MBTA station to some of the
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A whole class collegebound
Dorchester’s Cristo Rey school builds on success

By Noah Bierman
and Joshua Miller

GLOBE STAFF

CONCORD, N.H. — Scott
Brown launched his national
career four years ago with a
pledge to block President’s
Obama’s health care plan. But
now, even as he campaigns for
the US Senate in New Hamp
shire on what he called the
“Obamacare Isn’t Working”

tour, he is showing an openness
to keeping some of the extolled
benefits of the overhaul.

That includes an expansion
of health insurance for lowin
come residents using Medicaid
money, recently approved by
New Hampshire’s Legislature.

“You can incorporate any of
the considerations for those
people on Medicaid expansion
into a plan that works for us,”
Brown said Wednesday in Con
cord, after touring a company
that designs, manufactures,
and sells medical electronics.

Brown, hoping to capitalize
on the particularly rocky rollout
of the overhaul in New Hamp
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In opposing health law, Brown
hints at provisions he favors

‘In terms of preexisting conditions, catastrophic coverages,
covering kids — whatever we want to do, we can do it.’

SCOTT BROWN, describing policies of the Affordable Care Act that he could back

ºMost enrollees paying their
premiums, insurers say. A2.

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation, Associated Press ROBERT S. DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF

States implementing Medicaid expansion

Not expanding Debating

VA MO

UTFLNC WISDMT

MEGAAL MS NEKSID

CTRI WV MDKY NDAZ COCAOR

TNSC LAOK TX WY AK

NHMA NJDEAR IA IL MI MNHI

VTNY OH WANM NV

PAIN

DEMOCRATIC
INCUMBENT

REPUBLICAN
INCUMBENT

NO RACERETIRING INCUMBENT

Elections amid Medicaid expansion
Below is a snapshot of which states have expanded Medicaid 
coverage. Also highlighted: states in which there is a US Senate 
election this year and the party of the incumbent senator. 

Tsarnaev’s
defense hits
FBI grilling
Lawyers said agents’ in
terrogations violated the
rights of alleged Mara
thon bomber Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev and asked that
his early statements be
stricken. B1.

ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/GLOBE STAFF

Hillary Cayetano (center), headed to Assumption College, and Caitlin Soplata (right), to UMass Boston,
were among the seniors announcing their college choices at Cristo Rey’s annual Signing Day.

SPOTLIGHT 
FOLLOW-UP



April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11

Gray ahead
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By Noah Bierman
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords

Experience interactives, view videos, and read documents at bostonglobe.com/spotlight.ONLINE
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at age 28 last week has hit loved
ones so hard, appearing not to
come from a climbing mistake
but from an avalanche that
struck while Green, four cli
ents, and a more senior guide
may have been sleeping.

Green had a sense of humor
about his job — “I’ve got the
best office in the world, but the
roof leaks,” he said — and rel
ished the vistas while living to
push himself and others to new
heights. But he knew how to
gauge conditions and climbers’
abilities and was skilled at de
livering disappointing news to
clients if they had to turn back.

“It’s about risk manage
ment,” Green said just this
spring, defining his job in an in
terview with a student at Ver
mont’s Mountain School, a live
andwork semester program
where he studied as a Needham
High junior. “It’s a science and
an art.”

Green’s group called the
climbing company, Alpine As
cents Internat ional , las t
Wednesday as they settled for
the night 12,800 feet up Liberty
Ridge, a Rainier route known
for technical difficulty. They
planned to climb the remaining
1,600 feet to the summit the
next day and descend, ending a
fiveday climb Friday.

With spotty communication
on the mountain, the group’s
ensuing silence did not become
alarming until members failed
to return by the weekend. On
Saturday, Jeff Green got a call
on his cellphone as he drove
through Harvard Square. It was
Randy King, National Park Ser
vice superintendent for Rainier.

“I knew as soon as he identi
fied himself that this was not
good,” Jeff Green said. King, at
first, was cautiously hopeful.
But he called back soon with
the worst news: Searchers had
picked up signals from ava
lanche beacons and found scat
tered gear atop a glacier 3,300
feet below where the group had
camped. There was no sign of
bodies. The son of Jeff and Beth
Green was gone.

“He was a remarkable man
and a wonderful son,” Jeff
Green said, holding Beth’s hand
as they sat together on their
couch Tuesday in Somerville,
where they moved four years
ago. He swallowed hard.

The Greens, who met as
freshmen at UMass Amherst in
1970 and lived in Israel as a

uCLIMBER
Continued from Page A1

young couple, gave Hebrew
names to daughter Elana and
to Eitan Shalom Green. His first
name means “strength of char
acter,” his middle name “peace.”

The two siblings revered
each other, Eitan beaming
about his sister’s Harvard MBA,
Elana boasting of her brother
the freespirited mountain
guide.

Independent from the start,
Eitan demonstrated a “healthy
disrespect for authority,” his fa
ther said. At Newton’s Solomon
Schechter, a Kto8 Jewish day
school, he drove some teachers
a little crazy.

“He was a really, really
bright kid, a decent kid, and a
kid who made his own way,”
sa id Arnold Zar Kess ler,
Schechter’s head of school,
whose daughter was a class
mate. “He wanted to get to the
core of an idea and probe it to
its innermost.”

At Needham High School,
he chafed against conventions
like the hall pass, and his
grades initially were mixed. Af
ter he heard about the Moun
tain School, a selective program
affiliated with Milton Academy,
his report cards gleamed.

He investigated and applied
himself, and his Vermont se
mester became a defining expe
rience of his teenage years,

along with a community service
summer on a South Dakota res
ervation and a trek through
Wyoming’s Wind River Range
with NOLS, the National Out
door Leadership School.

Still in high school, he hiked
Vermont’s 270mile Long Trail
from end to end with a child
hood friend, Zack Summit. The
boys’ fathers joined the trek for
15 miles. At one point, they had
to scramble up a steep slope.
Jeff, who used to spot Eitan
from behind in places like that,
went first. “I felt his hand on
the back of my pack, and I
thought at that moment, that

the circle of life was beginning
to turn, and he was taking care
of me in the way that I had tried
to take care of him,” he said.

Eitan took a year off after
high school, traveling and
working on organic farms in
Europe. At Colby, whenever his
parents called, Eitan raved
about the climbing opportuni
ties or discussed his work as an
emergency medical technician.
They never asked about grades.
So they were happily stunned
to open the program at com
mencement and discover Eitan
was magna cum laude and won
the department prize for an

thropology.
“He was charming, delight

ful, funny, loving, warm, and a
great friend to his peers,” as
well as someone who could
wrap his head quickly around
complex themes, said Cathe
rine Besteman, an anthropolo
gy professor who taught Green
in three classes. “He was one of
those students we fought over
— ‘I want him in my class’; ‘no,
I want him in my class.’ ”

As a junior, he spent a se
mester with a Nepali family in
northern India. He dug into
topics such as gender and eth
nicity in climbing and wrote a

rigorous honors thesis that was
both an anthropological study
of climbing globally and an at
tempt to connect climbers
around the world; his adviser
could see a home for him in ac
ademia but understood his pas
sion for climbing.

“He approached his studies
with a clarity of intention and a
keen intelligence that are rare,”
Mary Beth Mills, the professor
who advised his thesis, said by
email. She called him a “mar
velous student, and so full of
life . . . It is hard to imagine the
world without him.”

After Colby, he moved to
Washington, drawn to the Cas
cade Range that includes Raini
er. Starting in a job cleaning up
base camps, within five years
he became what Alpine Ascents
program director Gordon
Janow called “a phenomenal
guide.”

Two years ago, Eitan led his
mother, a teacher, on a hike
through the Cascades to cele
brate her 60th birthday. “I
found peace there, being in the
moment,’’ she said, trusting
herself in his hands. “There was
not one ounce of worry.’’

He spent winter offseasons
as an ice climbing guide in Col
orado and pursuing his own
climbing in places like Mont
Blanc and the Andes. In recent
years, he began to envision a
less itinerant life and searched
for ways to balance his passion
for mountains with a family. He
brought his girlfriend, Anna
Schwisow, home for his sister’s
wedding last fall and talked of
getting married, his parents
said.

“He was really trying to find
a way to be able to have that
stable life while still being a
mountain climber,” his mother
said.

With his body probably bur
ied deep in ice and debris, and
unreachable by rescuers, the
loss has been even harder to
process. “It was hard to know
when to start grieving,” Jeff
Green said. “We didn’t want to
give up on him.”

But on Sunday, they began
the Jewish mourning process of
shiva, rending their clothing
and receiving visitors in their
home even without the burial
service that traditionally pre
cedes it.

“Now, he’s part of the moun
tain he loved,” Jeff Green said.

Eric Moskowitz can be reached
at emoskowitz@globe.com.

To many, guide reached heights of humanity

The extraordinary meeting
came one month after the
Globe Spotlight Team uncov
ered widespread overcrowding
in Boston’s college neighbor
hoods, where students con
front living hazards ranging
from rats and bedbugs, to
smoke detectors dangling use
lessly from ceilings, to bed
rooms stuffed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The hazardous conditions
are especially acute in sections
of Brighton near Boston Col
lege, where a Spotlight Team
survey found 80 percent of the
students questioned there said
they had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

A city zoning provision pro
hibits more than four fulltime
undergraduates from sharing a
house or apartment, a provi
sion that the Globe investiga
tion found is widely ignored by
students, landlords, and prop
erty managers.

After a fire last year that
killed 22yearold Binland Lee,
a Boston University student,
community activists called on
city universities to release the
addresses of their offcampus
students to enable the city to
build a database to detect dan
gerous, overcrowded living
conditions.

Only Boston University
complied.

Boston College — which has
hundreds of students living off
campus, frequently in over
crowded apartments — has
said that federal student priva
cy laws do not allow the school
to disclose where their students
live off campus, even though
federal regulators say schools
that designate addresses as
directory information are gen

uSPOTLIGHT
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erally permitted to do so.
After Tuesday’s meeting

with Walsh, Boston College
said its lawyers are studying
the mayor’s request. A college
spokesman said the school
wants to make sure it abides by
federal privacy rules, which he
said allow students to bar the
release of this kind of informa
tion.

“If a student opts out, the
university cannot disclose even
directory information without
consent,’’ BC spokesman Jack
Dunn said in a statement. “A
very large number of college
students choose to opt out,
which makes the offcampus
list of directory addresses
incomplete.’’

But Walsh said those objec
tions were not voiced yesterday
when he asked university and
college officials to comply with
his request.

“We will do that, and I think
that’s the sense of everyone
there,’’ said Sister Janet Eisner,
president of Emmanuel Col
lege, which has about 1,900
students in Boston, about a 
quarter of whom live off cam
pus.

John A. Nucci, a Suffolk vice
president who attended the ses
sion, said Walsh could not have
been clearer.

“He said he’s going to get the
information that he needs, and
he’s expecting universities to
provide it,’’ said Nucci, a former
Boston city councilor, School
Committee member, and clerk
of Suffolk Superior Court. “We
got that message loud and
clear.’’

Walsh appeared to allay the
privacy concerns of a number
of college officials by saying
that the city did not need the
names of students, only the
addresses where they live.

Northeastern University
said through a spokesman
afterward that it will provide
the information.

Carol RidgeMartinez, exec
utive director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Corporation, which last
year implored the universities
to release the offcampus
address data, hailed the colleg
es’ promise to cooperate.

“It’s an excellent step in the
right direction,’ ’ she said.
“We’re pleased that this infor
mation is going to be moni
tored. It will help [the city] to
determine where the problem
buildings might be.’’

The mayor was joined at
Tuesday’s session by depart
ment heads including Police
Commissioner William B.
Evans and William Christo
pher, the newly installed com
missioner of the city’s Inspec
tional Services Department.

Walsh also again urged col
leges and universities to live up
to promises they have made to
build more dormitories so they
can move students back onto
campuses and out of neighbor

hoods. Rowdy behavior and
rents driven up by the flood of
student tenants have angered
longtime residents in college
neighborhoods. They say the
practice of cramming college
students into overcrowded
units is rendering housing un
affordable to them while en
dangering students themselves.

The number of undergradu
ate and graduate students liv
ing off campus in the city has
soared 36 percent to more than
45,000 from 2006 to 2013,
according to a Spotlight Team
analysis of reports private col
leges submit to Boston’s city
clerk and data provided to the
Globe by three public schools.

Globe reporters and corre
spondents canvassed block
after block of student rental
apartments and found over
crowding rampant.

In a Spotlight survey of 266
students living off campus in
Boston, near ly a th ird of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 zoning rule.

In addition to demanding

the offcampus addresses from
the colleges, Walsh has vowed
to increase the number of city
inspectors to check the city’s
154,000 rental units for possi
ble code infractions. City offi
cials were quoted in the Spot
light report as saying that, even
if they had the student address
es, they did not have the staff
ing to check up on cases of
probable overcrowding.

The mayor also said he will
begin to levy $300 daily fines
on scofflaw landlords who
repeatedly violate city and state
regulations but escape harsh
penalties because of toothless
enforcement.

The mayor said the city
intends to build a database that
would show whether some
apartments are overcrowded
because undergraduates from
multiple universities are shar
ing the space. He said city
inspectors will use the database
to target inspections and make
sure units are up to code.

Tuesday’s meeting was the
first in what Walsh said will be
a series of sitdowns with col
lege presidents in the coming
months. The City Council has
also waded into the matter of
substandard offcampus hous
ing.

Last week, a council com
mittee began investigating the
relationship between North
eastern University and one of
the city’s most complained
about landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

In the past decade, Faisal
and his companies have been
defendants in at least 22 law
suits and 11 criminal com
plaints in Boston Housing
Court, according to court and
city records. In the same peri
od, he has received 469 code
enforcement tickets totaling

$51,720 for violations outside
his buildings, including over
loaded dumpsters, but paid
only $3,010 in fines. He has
also been the subject of 16 com
plaints by tenants filed with the
state attorney general’s office
since 2008.

But Northeastern, which
housed only 47 percent of its
undergraduates on campus last
fall, has paid Faisal millions in
the past decade to house its stu
dents in a dozen buildings he
owns just steps from the cam
pus in Fenway. At the same
time, many other Northeastern
students who rent directly from
Faisal in the same buildings
have complained about squalid
conditions.

Last Tuesday, John Tobin, a
former Boston councilor who
now serves as Northeastern’s
vice president of city and com
munity affairs, told the com
mittee that Inspectional Servic
es has never cited any of the
apartments leased by the
school from Faisal for code vio
lations. The school, he ex
plained, oversees the units and
makes sure they are up to code.

But a check of Inspectional
Services records showed that in
2008, the department did cite
an apartment leased by North
eastern from Faisal on Hemen
way Street because the unit had
rodents and a broken door
lock. The problems were fixed
within a few weeks.

Michael Armini, senior vice
president for external affairs at
Northeastern, said the school
had no comment because it is
investigating its relationship
with Faisal in response to the
Globe series.

Jonathan Saltzman can be
reached at jsaltzman@
globe.com.

Colleges to provide city with data on offcampus housing

Main hed

Path of hikers on Mount Rainier

N

LIBERTY 
RIDGE

CARBON 
GLACIER

LIBERTY RIDGE CLIMBING ROUTE

LUKE KNOX/GLOBE STAFFSOURCES: New York Times, Seattle Times, Google Earth

LIBERTY 
WALLWILLIS 

WALL

Liberty Cap
14,122 feet

Thumb Rock
10,760 feet

Columbia Crest
14,411 feet
(highest point)

Camp on Curtis Ridge
7,500 feet

Eitan Green posed with his
sister, Elana Silver, and
parents Beth and Jeff Green
in Maine. His father said
Eitan had been a bright,
decent boy who drove some
teachers a little crazy.

‘He was charming,
delightful, funny,
loving, warm, and
a great friend to
his peers.’
CATHERINE BESTEMAN
Colby anthropology professor
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh met with college leaders Tuesday,
including Sister Janet Eisner of Emmanuel College.

disclose where their students live off 
campus, even though federal regulators 
say schools that designate addresses as 
directory information are generally per-
mitted to do so.

After Tuesday’s meeting with Walsh, 
Boston College said its lawyers are 
studying the mayor’s request. A college 
spokesman said the school wants to 
make sure it abides by federal privacy 
rules, which he said allow students to 
bar the release of this kind of informa-
tion.

“If a student opts out, the university 
cannot disclose even directory information without consent,’’ BC spokesman Jack Dunn said 
in a statement. “A very large number of college students choose to opt out, which makes the 
off-campus list of directory addresses incomplete.’’

But Walsh said those objections were not voiced yesterday when he asked university and 
college officials to comply with his request.

“We will do that, and I think that’s the sense of everyone there,’’ said Sister Janet Eisner, 
president of Emmanuel College, which has about 1,900 students in Boston, about a quarter of 
whom live off campus.

John A. Nucci, a Suffolk vice president who attended the session, said Walsh could not 
have been clearer.

“He said he’s going to get the information that he needs, and he’s expecting universities to 
provide it,’’ said Nucci, a former Boston city councilor, School Committee member, and clerk of 
Suffolk Superior Court. “We got that message loud and clear.’’

Walsh appeared to allay the privacy concerns of a number of college officials by saying 
that the city did not need the names of students, only the addresses where they live.

Northeastern University said through a spokesman afterward that it will provide the in-
formation.

Carol Ridge-Martinez, executive director of the Allston Brighton Community Develop-
ment Corporation, which last year implored the universities to release the off-campus address 
data, hailed the colleges’ promise to cooperate.

“It’s an excellent step in the right direction,’’ she said. “We’re pleased that this informa-
tion is going to be monitored. It will help [the city] to determine where the problem buildings 
might be.’’

The mayor was joined at Tuesday’s session by department heads including Police Com-
missioner William B. Evans and William Christopher, the newly installed commissioner of the 
city’s Inspectional Services Department.

Walsh also again urged colleges and universities to live up to promises they have made to 
build more dormitories so they can move students back onto campuses and out of neighbor-
hoods. Rowdy behavior and rents driven up by the flood of student tenants have angered long-
time residents in college neighborhoods. They say the practice of cramming college students 
into overcrowded units is rendering housing unaffordable to them while endangering students 
themselves.

The number of undergraduate and graduate students living off campus in the city has 
soared 36 percent to more than 45,000 from 2006 to 2013, according to a Spotlight Team 
analysis of reports private colleges submit to Boston’s city clerk and data provided to the Globe 
by three public schools.

Globe reporters and correspondents canvassed block after block of student rental apart-
ments and found overcrowding rampant.

In a Spotlight survey of 266 students living off campus in Boston, nearly a third of re-
spondents said at least five undergraduates were living together, in apparent violation of the 
2008 zoning rule.

In addition to demanding the off-campus addresses from the colleges, Walsh has vowed 
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at age 28 last week has hit loved
ones so hard, appearing not to
come from a climbing mistake
but from an avalanche that
struck while Green, four cli
ents, and a more senior guide
may have been sleeping.

Green had a sense of humor
about his job — “I’ve got the
best office in the world, but the
roof leaks,” he said — and rel
ished the vistas while living to
push himself and others to new
heights. But he knew how to
gauge conditions and climbers’
abilities and was skilled at de
livering disappointing news to
clients if they had to turn back.

“It’s about risk manage
ment,” Green said just this
spring, defining his job in an in
terview with a student at Ver
mont’s Mountain School, a live
andwork semester program
where he studied as a Needham
High junior. “It’s a science and
an art.”

Green’s group called the
climbing company, Alpine As
cents Internat ional , las t
Wednesday as they settled for
the night 12,800 feet up Liberty
Ridge, a Rainier route known
for technical difficulty. They
planned to climb the remaining
1,600 feet to the summit the
next day and descend, ending a
fiveday climb Friday.

With spotty communication
on the mountain, the group’s
ensuing silence did not become
alarming until members failed
to return by the weekend. On
Saturday, Jeff Green got a call
on his cellphone as he drove
through Harvard Square. It was
Randy King, National Park Ser
vice superintendent for Rainier.

“I knew as soon as he identi
fied himself that this was not
good,” Jeff Green said. King, at
first, was cautiously hopeful.
But he called back soon with
the worst news: Searchers had
picked up signals from ava
lanche beacons and found scat
tered gear atop a glacier 3,300
feet below where the group had
camped. There was no sign of
bodies. The son of Jeff and Beth
Green was gone.

“He was a remarkable man
and a wonderful son,” Jeff
Green said, holding Beth’s hand
as they sat together on their
couch Tuesday in Somerville,
where they moved four years
ago. He swallowed hard.

The Greens, who met as
freshmen at UMass Amherst in
1970 and lived in Israel as a
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young couple, gave Hebrew
names to daughter Elana and
to Eitan Shalom Green. His first
name means “strength of char
acter,” his middle name “peace.”

The two siblings revered
each other, Eitan beaming
about his sister’s Harvard MBA,
Elana boasting of her brother
the freespirited mountain
guide.

Independent from the start,
Eitan demonstrated a “healthy
disrespect for authority,” his fa
ther said. At Newton’s Solomon
Schechter, a Kto8 Jewish day
school, he drove some teachers
a little crazy.

“He was a really, really
bright kid, a decent kid, and a
kid who made his own way,”
sa id Arnold Zar Kess ler,
Schechter’s head of school,
whose daughter was a class
mate. “He wanted to get to the
core of an idea and probe it to
its innermost.”

At Needham High School,
he chafed against conventions
like the hall pass, and his
grades initially were mixed. Af
ter he heard about the Moun
tain School, a selective program
affiliated with Milton Academy,
his report cards gleamed.

He investigated and applied
himself, and his Vermont se
mester became a defining expe
rience of his teenage years,

along with a community service
summer on a South Dakota res
ervation and a trek through
Wyoming’s Wind River Range
with NOLS, the National Out
door Leadership School.

Still in high school, he hiked
Vermont’s 270mile Long Trail
from end to end with a child
hood friend, Zack Summit. The
boys’ fathers joined the trek for
15 miles. At one point, they had
to scramble up a steep slope.
Jeff, who used to spot Eitan
from behind in places like that,
went first. “I felt his hand on
the back of my pack, and I
thought at that moment, that

the circle of life was beginning
to turn, and he was taking care
of me in the way that I had tried
to take care of him,” he said.

Eitan took a year off after
high school, traveling and
working on organic farms in
Europe. At Colby, whenever his
parents called, Eitan raved
about the climbing opportuni
ties or discussed his work as an
emergency medical technician.
They never asked about grades.
So they were happily stunned
to open the program at com
mencement and discover Eitan
was magna cum laude and won
the department prize for an

thropology.
“He was charming, delight

ful, funny, loving, warm, and a
great friend to his peers,” as
well as someone who could
wrap his head quickly around
complex themes, said Cathe
rine Besteman, an anthropolo
gy professor who taught Green
in three classes. “He was one of
those students we fought over
— ‘I want him in my class’; ‘no,
I want him in my class.’ ”

As a junior, he spent a se
mester with a Nepali family in
northern India. He dug into
topics such as gender and eth
nicity in climbing and wrote a

rigorous honors thesis that was
both an anthropological study
of climbing globally and an at
tempt to connect climbers
around the world; his adviser
could see a home for him in ac
ademia but understood his pas
sion for climbing.

“He approached his studies
with a clarity of intention and a
keen intelligence that are rare,”
Mary Beth Mills, the professor
who advised his thesis, said by
email. She called him a “mar
velous student, and so full of
life . . . It is hard to imagine the
world without him.”

After Colby, he moved to
Washington, drawn to the Cas
cade Range that includes Raini
er. Starting in a job cleaning up
base camps, within five years
he became what Alpine Ascents
program director Gordon
Janow called “a phenomenal
guide.”

Two years ago, Eitan led his
mother, a teacher, on a hike
through the Cascades to cele
brate her 60th birthday. “I
found peace there, being in the
moment,’’ she said, trusting
herself in his hands. “There was
not one ounce of worry.’’

He spent winter offseasons
as an ice climbing guide in Col
orado and pursuing his own
climbing in places like Mont
Blanc and the Andes. In recent
years, he began to envision a
less itinerant life and searched
for ways to balance his passion
for mountains with a family. He
brought his girlfriend, Anna
Schwisow, home for his sister’s
wedding last fall and talked of
getting married, his parents
said.

“He was really trying to find
a way to be able to have that
stable life while still being a
mountain climber,” his mother
said.

With his body probably bur
ied deep in ice and debris, and
unreachable by rescuers, the
loss has been even harder to
process. “It was hard to know
when to start grieving,” Jeff
Green said. “We didn’t want to
give up on him.”

But on Sunday, they began
the Jewish mourning process of
shiva, rending their clothing
and receiving visitors in their
home even without the burial
service that traditionally pre
cedes it.

“Now, he’s part of the moun
tain he loved,” Jeff Green said.

Eric Moskowitz can be reached
at emoskowitz@globe.com.

To many, guide reached heights of humanity

The extraordinary meeting
came one month after the
Globe Spotlight Team uncov
ered widespread overcrowding
in Boston’s college neighbor
hoods, where students con
front living hazards ranging
from rats and bedbugs, to
smoke detectors dangling use
lessly from ceilings, to bed
rooms stuffed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The hazardous conditions
are especially acute in sections
of Brighton near Boston Col
lege, where a Spotlight Team
survey found 80 percent of the
students questioned there said
they had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

A city zoning provision pro
hibits more than four fulltime
undergraduates from sharing a
house or apartment, a provi
sion that the Globe investiga
tion found is widely ignored by
students, landlords, and prop
erty managers.

After a fire last year that
killed 22yearold Binland Lee,
a Boston University student,
community activists called on
city universities to release the
addresses of their offcampus
students to enable the city to
build a database to detect dan
gerous, overcrowded living
conditions.

Only Boston University
complied.

Boston College — which has
hundreds of students living off
campus, frequently in over
crowded apartments — has
said that federal student priva
cy laws do not allow the school
to disclose where their students
live off campus, even though
federal regulators say schools
that designate addresses as
directory information are gen
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erally permitted to do so.
After Tuesday’s meeting

with Walsh, Boston College
said its lawyers are studying
the mayor’s request. A college
spokesman said the school
wants to make sure it abides by
federal privacy rules, which he
said allow students to bar the
release of this kind of informa
tion.

“If a student opts out, the
university cannot disclose even
directory information without
consent,’’ BC spokesman Jack
Dunn said in a statement. “A
very large number of college
students choose to opt out,
which makes the offcampus
list of directory addresses
incomplete.’’

But Walsh said those objec
tions were not voiced yesterday
when he asked university and
college officials to comply with
his request.

“We will do that, and I think
that’s the sense of everyone
there,’’ said Sister Janet Eisner,
president of Emmanuel Col
lege, which has about 1,900
students in Boston, about a 
quarter of whom live off cam
pus.

John A. Nucci, a Suffolk vice
president who attended the ses
sion, said Walsh could not have
been clearer.

“He said he’s going to get the
information that he needs, and
he’s expecting universities to
provide it,’’ said Nucci, a former
Boston city councilor, School
Committee member, and clerk
of Suffolk Superior Court. “We
got that message loud and
clear.’’

Walsh appeared to allay the
privacy concerns of a number
of college officials by saying
that the city did not need the
names of students, only the
addresses where they live.

Northeastern University
said through a spokesman
afterward that it will provide
the information.

Carol RidgeMartinez, exec
utive director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Corporation, which last
year implored the universities
to release the offcampus
address data, hailed the colleg
es’ promise to cooperate.

“It’s an excellent step in the
right direction,’ ’ she said.
“We’re pleased that this infor
mation is going to be moni
tored. It will help [the city] to
determine where the problem
buildings might be.’’

The mayor was joined at
Tuesday’s session by depart
ment heads including Police
Commissioner William B.
Evans and William Christo
pher, the newly installed com
missioner of the city’s Inspec
tional Services Department.

Walsh also again urged col
leges and universities to live up
to promises they have made to
build more dormitories so they
can move students back onto
campuses and out of neighbor

hoods. Rowdy behavior and
rents driven up by the flood of
student tenants have angered
longtime residents in college
neighborhoods. They say the
practice of cramming college
students into overcrowded
units is rendering housing un
affordable to them while en
dangering students themselves.

The number of undergradu
ate and graduate students liv
ing off campus in the city has
soared 36 percent to more than
45,000 from 2006 to 2013,
according to a Spotlight Team
analysis of reports private col
leges submit to Boston’s city
clerk and data provided to the
Globe by three public schools.

Globe reporters and corre
spondents canvassed block
after block of student rental
apartments and found over
crowding rampant.

In a Spotlight survey of 266
students living off campus in
Boston, near ly a th ird of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 zoning rule.

In addition to demanding

the offcampus addresses from
the colleges, Walsh has vowed
to increase the number of city
inspectors to check the city’s
154,000 rental units for possi
ble code infractions. City offi
cials were quoted in the Spot
light report as saying that, even
if they had the student address
es, they did not have the staff
ing to check up on cases of
probable overcrowding.

The mayor also said he will
begin to levy $300 daily fines
on scofflaw landlords who
repeatedly violate city and state
regulations but escape harsh
penalties because of toothless
enforcement.

The mayor said the city
intends to build a database that
would show whether some
apartments are overcrowded
because undergraduates from
multiple universities are shar
ing the space. He said city
inspectors will use the database
to target inspections and make
sure units are up to code.

Tuesday’s meeting was the
first in what Walsh said will be
a series of sitdowns with col
lege presidents in the coming
months. The City Council has
also waded into the matter of
substandard offcampus hous
ing.

Last week, a council com
mittee began investigating the
relationship between North
eastern University and one of
the city’s most complained
about landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

In the past decade, Faisal
and his companies have been
defendants in at least 22 law
suits and 11 criminal com
plaints in Boston Housing
Court, according to court and
city records. In the same peri
od, he has received 469 code
enforcement tickets totaling

$51,720 for violations outside
his buildings, including over
loaded dumpsters, but paid
only $3,010 in fines. He has
also been the subject of 16 com
plaints by tenants filed with the
state attorney general’s office
since 2008.

But Northeastern, which
housed only 47 percent of its
undergraduates on campus last
fall, has paid Faisal millions in
the past decade to house its stu
dents in a dozen buildings he
owns just steps from the cam
pus in Fenway. At the same
time, many other Northeastern
students who rent directly from
Faisal in the same buildings
have complained about squalid
conditions.

Last Tuesday, John Tobin, a
former Boston councilor who
now serves as Northeastern’s
vice president of city and com
munity affairs, told the com
mittee that Inspectional Servic
es has never cited any of the
apartments leased by the
school from Faisal for code vio
lations. The school, he ex
plained, oversees the units and
makes sure they are up to code.

But a check of Inspectional
Services records showed that in
2008, the department did cite
an apartment leased by North
eastern from Faisal on Hemen
way Street because the unit had
rodents and a broken door
lock. The problems were fixed
within a few weeks.

Michael Armini, senior vice
president for external affairs at
Northeastern, said the school
had no comment because it is
investigating its relationship
with Faisal in response to the
Globe series.

Jonathan Saltzman can be
reached at jsaltzman@
globe.com.

Colleges to provide city with data on offcampus housing
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Eitan Green posed with his
sister, Elana Silver, and
parents Beth and Jeff Green
in Maine. His father said
Eitan had been a bright,
decent boy who drove some
teachers a little crazy.

‘He was charming,
delightful, funny,
loving, warm, and
a great friend to
his peers.’
CATHERINE BESTEMAN
Colby anthropology professor
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh met with college leaders Tuesday,
including Sister Janet Eisner of Emmanuel College.



April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work
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Illegal
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City no
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for scofflaw
landlords
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at age 28 last week has hit loved
ones so hard, appearing not to
come from a climbing mistake
but from an avalanche that
struck while Green, four cli
ents, and a more senior guide
may have been sleeping.

Green had a sense of humor
about his job — “I’ve got the
best office in the world, but the
roof leaks,” he said — and rel
ished the vistas while living to
push himself and others to new
heights. But he knew how to
gauge conditions and climbers’
abilities and was skilled at de
livering disappointing news to
clients if they had to turn back.

“It’s about risk manage
ment,” Green said just this
spring, defining his job in an in
terview with a student at Ver
mont’s Mountain School, a live
andwork semester program
where he studied as a Needham
High junior. “It’s a science and
an art.”

Green’s group called the
climbing company, Alpine As
cents Internat ional , las t
Wednesday as they settled for
the night 12,800 feet up Liberty
Ridge, a Rainier route known
for technical difficulty. They
planned to climb the remaining
1,600 feet to the summit the
next day and descend, ending a
fiveday climb Friday.

With spotty communication
on the mountain, the group’s
ensuing silence did not become
alarming until members failed
to return by the weekend. On
Saturday, Jeff Green got a call
on his cellphone as he drove
through Harvard Square. It was
Randy King, National Park Ser
vice superintendent for Rainier.

“I knew as soon as he identi
fied himself that this was not
good,” Jeff Green said. King, at
first, was cautiously hopeful.
But he called back soon with
the worst news: Searchers had
picked up signals from ava
lanche beacons and found scat
tered gear atop a glacier 3,300
feet below where the group had
camped. There was no sign of
bodies. The son of Jeff and Beth
Green was gone.

“He was a remarkable man
and a wonderful son,” Jeff
Green said, holding Beth’s hand
as they sat together on their
couch Tuesday in Somerville,
where they moved four years
ago. He swallowed hard.

The Greens, who met as
freshmen at UMass Amherst in
1970 and lived in Israel as a
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young couple, gave Hebrew
names to daughter Elana and
to Eitan Shalom Green. His first
name means “strength of char
acter,” his middle name “peace.”

The two siblings revered
each other, Eitan beaming
about his sister’s Harvard MBA,
Elana boasting of her brother
the freespirited mountain
guide.

Independent from the start,
Eitan demonstrated a “healthy
disrespect for authority,” his fa
ther said. At Newton’s Solomon
Schechter, a Kto8 Jewish day
school, he drove some teachers
a little crazy.

“He was a really, really
bright kid, a decent kid, and a
kid who made his own way,”
sa id Arnold Zar Kess ler,
Schechter’s head of school,
whose daughter was a class
mate. “He wanted to get to the
core of an idea and probe it to
its innermost.”

At Needham High School,
he chafed against conventions
like the hall pass, and his
grades initially were mixed. Af
ter he heard about the Moun
tain School, a selective program
affiliated with Milton Academy,
his report cards gleamed.

He investigated and applied
himself, and his Vermont se
mester became a defining expe
rience of his teenage years,

along with a community service
summer on a South Dakota res
ervation and a trek through
Wyoming’s Wind River Range
with NOLS, the National Out
door Leadership School.

Still in high school, he hiked
Vermont’s 270mile Long Trail
from end to end with a child
hood friend, Zack Summit. The
boys’ fathers joined the trek for
15 miles. At one point, they had
to scramble up a steep slope.
Jeff, who used to spot Eitan
from behind in places like that,
went first. “I felt his hand on
the back of my pack, and I
thought at that moment, that

the circle of life was beginning
to turn, and he was taking care
of me in the way that I had tried
to take care of him,” he said.

Eitan took a year off after
high school, traveling and
working on organic farms in
Europe. At Colby, whenever his
parents called, Eitan raved
about the climbing opportuni
ties or discussed his work as an
emergency medical technician.
They never asked about grades.
So they were happily stunned
to open the program at com
mencement and discover Eitan
was magna cum laude and won
the department prize for an

thropology.
“He was charming, delight

ful, funny, loving, warm, and a
great friend to his peers,” as
well as someone who could
wrap his head quickly around
complex themes, said Cathe
rine Besteman, an anthropolo
gy professor who taught Green
in three classes. “He was one of
those students we fought over
— ‘I want him in my class’; ‘no,
I want him in my class.’ ”

As a junior, he spent a se
mester with a Nepali family in
northern India. He dug into
topics such as gender and eth
nicity in climbing and wrote a

rigorous honors thesis that was
both an anthropological study
of climbing globally and an at
tempt to connect climbers
around the world; his adviser
could see a home for him in ac
ademia but understood his pas
sion for climbing.

“He approached his studies
with a clarity of intention and a
keen intelligence that are rare,”
Mary Beth Mills, the professor
who advised his thesis, said by
email. She called him a “mar
velous student, and so full of
life . . . It is hard to imagine the
world without him.”

After Colby, he moved to
Washington, drawn to the Cas
cade Range that includes Raini
er. Starting in a job cleaning up
base camps, within five years
he became what Alpine Ascents
program director Gordon
Janow called “a phenomenal
guide.”

Two years ago, Eitan led his
mother, a teacher, on a hike
through the Cascades to cele
brate her 60th birthday. “I
found peace there, being in the
moment,’’ she said, trusting
herself in his hands. “There was
not one ounce of worry.’’

He spent winter offseasons
as an ice climbing guide in Col
orado and pursuing his own
climbing in places like Mont
Blanc and the Andes. In recent
years, he began to envision a
less itinerant life and searched
for ways to balance his passion
for mountains with a family. He
brought his girlfriend, Anna
Schwisow, home for his sister’s
wedding last fall and talked of
getting married, his parents
said.

“He was really trying to find
a way to be able to have that
stable life while still being a
mountain climber,” his mother
said.

With his body probably bur
ied deep in ice and debris, and
unreachable by rescuers, the
loss has been even harder to
process. “It was hard to know
when to start grieving,” Jeff
Green said. “We didn’t want to
give up on him.”

But on Sunday, they began
the Jewish mourning process of
shiva, rending their clothing
and receiving visitors in their
home even without the burial
service that traditionally pre
cedes it.

“Now, he’s part of the moun
tain he loved,” Jeff Green said.

Eric Moskowitz can be reached
at emoskowitz@globe.com.

To many, guide reached heights of humanity

The extraordinary meeting
came one month after the
Globe Spotlight Team uncov
ered widespread overcrowding
in Boston’s college neighbor
hoods, where students con
front living hazards ranging
from rats and bedbugs, to
smoke detectors dangling use
lessly from ceilings, to bed
rooms stuffed illegally into
basements or firetrap attics.

The hazardous conditions
are especially acute in sections
of Brighton near Boston Col
lege, where a Spotlight Team
survey found 80 percent of the
students questioned there said
they had more than four under
graduates in their apartments.

A city zoning provision pro
hibits more than four fulltime
undergraduates from sharing a
house or apartment, a provi
sion that the Globe investiga
tion found is widely ignored by
students, landlords, and prop
erty managers.

After a fire last year that
killed 22yearold Binland Lee,
a Boston University student,
community activists called on
city universities to release the
addresses of their offcampus
students to enable the city to
build a database to detect dan
gerous, overcrowded living
conditions.

Only Boston University
complied.

Boston College — which has
hundreds of students living off
campus, frequently in over
crowded apartments — has
said that federal student priva
cy laws do not allow the school
to disclose where their students
live off campus, even though
federal regulators say schools
that designate addresses as
directory information are gen
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erally permitted to do so.
After Tuesday’s meeting

with Walsh, Boston College
said its lawyers are studying
the mayor’s request. A college
spokesman said the school
wants to make sure it abides by
federal privacy rules, which he
said allow students to bar the
release of this kind of informa
tion.

“If a student opts out, the
university cannot disclose even
directory information without
consent,’’ BC spokesman Jack
Dunn said in a statement. “A
very large number of college
students choose to opt out,
which makes the offcampus
list of directory addresses
incomplete.’’

But Walsh said those objec
tions were not voiced yesterday
when he asked university and
college officials to comply with
his request.

“We will do that, and I think
that’s the sense of everyone
there,’’ said Sister Janet Eisner,
president of Emmanuel Col
lege, which has about 1,900
students in Boston, about a 
quarter of whom live off cam
pus.

John A. Nucci, a Suffolk vice
president who attended the ses
sion, said Walsh could not have
been clearer.

“He said he’s going to get the
information that he needs, and
he’s expecting universities to
provide it,’’ said Nucci, a former
Boston city councilor, School
Committee member, and clerk
of Suffolk Superior Court. “We
got that message loud and
clear.’’

Walsh appeared to allay the
privacy concerns of a number
of college officials by saying
that the city did not need the
names of students, only the
addresses where they live.

Northeastern University
said through a spokesman
afterward that it will provide
the information.

Carol RidgeMartinez, exec
utive director of the Allston
Brighton Community Develop
ment Corporation, which last
year implored the universities
to release the offcampus
address data, hailed the colleg
es’ promise to cooperate.

“It’s an excellent step in the
right direction,’ ’ she said.
“We’re pleased that this infor
mation is going to be moni
tored. It will help [the city] to
determine where the problem
buildings might be.’’

The mayor was joined at
Tuesday’s session by depart
ment heads including Police
Commissioner William B.
Evans and William Christo
pher, the newly installed com
missioner of the city’s Inspec
tional Services Department.

Walsh also again urged col
leges and universities to live up
to promises they have made to
build more dormitories so they
can move students back onto
campuses and out of neighbor

hoods. Rowdy behavior and
rents driven up by the flood of
student tenants have angered
longtime residents in college
neighborhoods. They say the
practice of cramming college
students into overcrowded
units is rendering housing un
affordable to them while en
dangering students themselves.

The number of undergradu
ate and graduate students liv
ing off campus in the city has
soared 36 percent to more than
45,000 from 2006 to 2013,
according to a Spotlight Team
analysis of reports private col
leges submit to Boston’s city
clerk and data provided to the
Globe by three public schools.

Globe reporters and corre
spondents canvassed block
after block of student rental
apartments and found over
crowding rampant.

In a Spotlight survey of 266
students living off campus in
Boston, near ly a th ird of
respondents said at least five
undergraduates were living
together, in apparent violation
of the 2008 zoning rule.

In addition to demanding

the offcampus addresses from
the colleges, Walsh has vowed
to increase the number of city
inspectors to check the city’s
154,000 rental units for possi
ble code infractions. City offi
cials were quoted in the Spot
light report as saying that, even
if they had the student address
es, they did not have the staff
ing to check up on cases of
probable overcrowding.

The mayor also said he will
begin to levy $300 daily fines
on scofflaw landlords who
repeatedly violate city and state
regulations but escape harsh
penalties because of toothless
enforcement.

The mayor said the city
intends to build a database that
would show whether some
apartments are overcrowded
because undergraduates from
multiple universities are shar
ing the space. He said city
inspectors will use the database
to target inspections and make
sure units are up to code.

Tuesday’s meeting was the
first in what Walsh said will be
a series of sitdowns with col
lege presidents in the coming
months. The City Council has
also waded into the matter of
substandard offcampus hous
ing.

Last week, a council com
mittee began investigating the
relationship between North
eastern University and one of
the city’s most complained
about landlords, Anwar N.
Faisal.

In the past decade, Faisal
and his companies have been
defendants in at least 22 law
suits and 11 criminal com
plaints in Boston Housing
Court, according to court and
city records. In the same peri
od, he has received 469 code
enforcement tickets totaling

$51,720 for violations outside
his buildings, including over
loaded dumpsters, but paid
only $3,010 in fines. He has
also been the subject of 16 com
plaints by tenants filed with the
state attorney general’s office
since 2008.

But Northeastern, which
housed only 47 percent of its
undergraduates on campus last
fall, has paid Faisal millions in
the past decade to house its stu
dents in a dozen buildings he
owns just steps from the cam
pus in Fenway. At the same
time, many other Northeastern
students who rent directly from
Faisal in the same buildings
have complained about squalid
conditions.

Last Tuesday, John Tobin, a
former Boston councilor who
now serves as Northeastern’s
vice president of city and com
munity affairs, told the com
mittee that Inspectional Servic
es has never cited any of the
apartments leased by the
school from Faisal for code vio
lations. The school, he ex
plained, oversees the units and
makes sure they are up to code.

But a check of Inspectional
Services records showed that in
2008, the department did cite
an apartment leased by North
eastern from Faisal on Hemen
way Street because the unit had
rodents and a broken door
lock. The problems were fixed
within a few weeks.

Michael Armini, senior vice
president for external affairs at
Northeastern, said the school
had no comment because it is
investigating its relationship
with Faisal in response to the
Globe series.

Jonathan Saltzman can be
reached at jsaltzman@
globe.com.

Colleges to provide city with data on offcampus housing
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Eitan Green posed with his
sister, Elana Silver, and
parents Beth and Jeff Green
in Maine. His father said
Eitan had been a bright,
decent boy who drove some
teachers a little crazy.

‘He was charming,
delightful, funny,
loving, warm, and
a great friend to
his peers.’
CATHERINE BESTEMAN
Colby anthropology professor
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh met with college leaders Tuesday,
including Sister Janet Eisner of Emmanuel College.

to increase the number of city inspectors to check the city’s 154,000 rental units for possible 
code infractions. City officials were quoted in the Spotlight report as saying that, even if they 
had the student addresses, they did not have the staffing to check up on cases of probable 
overcrowding.

The mayor also said he will begin to levy $300 daily fines on scofflaw landlords who 
repeatedly violate city and state regulations but escape harsh penalties because of toothless 
enforcement.

The mayor said the city intends to build a database that would show whether some apart-
ments are overcrowded because undergraduates from multiple universities are sharing the 
space. He said city inspectors will use the database to target inspections and make sure units 
are up to code.

Tuesday’s meeting was the first in what Walsh said will be a series of sit-downs with 
college presidents in the coming months. The City Council has also waded into the matter of 
substandard off-campus housing.

Last week, a council committee began investigating the relationship between Northeast-
ern University and one of the city’s most complained-about landlords, Anwar N. Faisal.

In the past decade, Faisal and his companies have been defendants in at least 22 lawsuits 
and 11 criminal complaints in Boston Housing Court, according to court and city records. In 
the same period, he has received 469 code enforcement tickets totaling $51,720 for violations 
outside his buildings, including overloaded dumpsters, but paid only $3,010 in fines. He has 
also been the subject of 16 complaints by tenants filed with the state attorney general’s office 
since 2008.

But Northeastern, which housed only 47 percent of its undergraduates on campus last 
fall, has paid Faisal millions in the past decade to house its students in a dozen buildings 
he owns just steps from the campus in Fenway. At the same time, many other Northeastern 
students who rent directly from Faisal in the same buildings have complained about squalid 
conditions.

Last Tuesday, John Tobin, a former Boston councilor who now serves as Northeastern’s 
vice president of city and community affairs, told the committee that Inspectional Services 
has never cited any of the apartments leased by the school from Faisal for code violations. The 
school, he explained, oversees the units and makes sure they are up to code.

But a check of Inspectional Services records showed that in 2008, the department did cite 
an apartment leased by Northeastern from Faisal on Hemenway Street because the unit had 
rodents and a broken door lock. The problems were fixed within a few weeks.

Michael Armini, senior vice president for external affairs at Northeastern, said the school 
had no comment because it is investigating its relationship with Faisal in response to the 
Globe series.


