
April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
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A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords
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“I think he made a state
ment,” said Michael Elliott, a
former member of the Army’s
Golden Knights parachute
team, who guided Bush to the
ground. “If you want to do
something and have the pas
sion, by all means do it.”

Bush, who lifted off from
Walker’s Point at 10:45 a.m.,
had been advised by his entire
family not to jump, Elliott said.
His sons, former president
George W. Bush and former
Florida governor Jeb Bush,
tried to talk him out of it, the
skydiver recalled. So did his
wife, Barbara, and so did his
doctor.

But all through the flight to
the jump point, Elliott said, “He
was giving me the thumb’s up.”

The timing of the jump was
kept secret from nearly every
one in this vacation destina
tion, where Bush spends his
summers at a rambling, centu
ryold family home on the
ocean.

Residents and vacationers
had heard rumors that Bush
might jump, as he did for his
75th, 80th, and 85th birthdays.
But only his family and close
friends seemed to know for sure
until the sound of whirring he
licopter blades and the sight of
parachutes — one for Bush, and
others for videographers and
stunt divers — began to fall
from above.

Cars stopped on the sides of
roads, shoppers rushed outside
to look skyward, and a battery
of smartphones and tablets
were pointed skyward by aston
ished gawkers to record the mo
ment.

Marilyn Austin, a 64year
old visitor from Charleston,
S.C., was taking a drive with her
husband, Jennings, when sud
denly, implausibly, just outside

uBUSH
Continued from Page B1

St. Ann’s Church, “here comes
the parachute right over our
car. I hurried to get the iPad
out.”

Bush and his team decided
to head to the skies Thursday
morning, instead of Friday, to
avoid potentially worse weath
er, said Richard Guy, a friend of
Elliott’s who flew to Maine from
Fayetteville, N.C., with the sky
diver.

“It ’s a wonderful day in
Maine — in fact, nice enough
for a parachute jump,’’ Bush
tweeted in the morning.

Thick, leaden clouds kept
the former president from as
cending to 10,000 feet, which
made the jump more difficult.
At nearly half that altitude, El
liott said, “everything has to be
almost all perfect.”

Despite the weather and the
altitude, the dive nearly was.
But Bush, who often uses a
wheelchair, hit the ground hard
because he had been unable to
raise his legs high enough be
fore impact, Elliott said.

The jump’s finishing drama
paled in comparison with his

first, which occurred in Sep
tember 1944 when Bush, a
World War II naval aviator, was
shot down in the Pacific. He
was rescued by a US subma
rine.

On Thursday, Bush was
greeted by a throng of family
and friends outside St. Ann’s,
where the family attends
church services, and then
quickly returned to Walker’s
Point, where former California
governor Arnold Schwarzeneg
ger called to offer his booming
congratulations, Elliott said.

Elsewhere in Kennebunk
port, where Bush has visited
nearly every summer of his life,
the bonds that bind the presi
dent, his family, and the town
were on affectionate display.

At Bartley’s Dockside Res
taurant, where Bush has or
dered fried clams and other sea
food since 1981, an outside sign
read, “Happy Jumpin 90th
Birthday, Mr. President.” Inside,
the walls held dozens of photos
of the owners, Dorothy and the
late Jim Bartley, and the 41st
president, dating to his days as

vice president under Ronald 
Reagan.

“He told me, ‘Mrs. B, I will
jump on my 90th,’ ” Dorothy re
called Bush saying several years
ago. “I was kidding with him,
and I said, ‘I’ll jump with you.’
We knew, if it was possible, he
was going to do it.”

At the First Families Muse
um, beside a home dating from
1853, hundreds of people —
some of whom know Bush well,
and many of whom do not —
strolled the lawns to inscribe
birthday cards, sing “Happy
Birthday,” and inspect nearly 90
cakes that were baked in a con
test for the former president.

Robert Carreau, a 57year
old Kennebunkport man who
said his ancestors have lived in
the town for 300 years, careful
ly jotted his birthday wishes on
an oversize poster.

“Thank you for your dedica
tion and service to the country,”
Carreau wrote. Stepping back,
he said, “There were leaders
back then, not just politicians.”

Bush spent the afternoon in
the company of his extended
family and former advisers be
fore heading to the Hidden
Pond resort in Kennebunkport,
where they would dine private
ly at Earth, a restaurant there.

The singer Jane Morgan, the
wife of Hollywood producer
Jerry Weintraub, said she
would be in attendance to hon
or her lifelong friend in a town
they both have cherished
throughout their lives.

At a state dinner, Morgan re
called, she once asked Bush
how they had met. “He said to
me, ‘We didn’t meet. We’ve al
ways known each other.’ ”

Many others in Kennebunk
port can relate.

Brian MacQuarrie can be
reached at
brian.macquarrie@globe.com.

Bush gives his 90th birthday a lofty greeting

out bail. Relatives of his wife,
Patricia, 52, wept and held
each other as a prosecutor de
scribed the killing. Richard
Langley, stood silently and
stared at the ground.

“I think it’s one of the most
vicious cases I’ve seen in quite
a while,” Plymouth District At

t o r n e y
Timothy J.
Cruz said
a f t e r t h e
a r r a i g n 
ment. “The
f a c t s a r e
incredibly
disturbing,
that some
body could
a c t u a l l y
say some
thing like
t h a t t o

somebody they’re married to,
after a vicious altercation.”

About 10 people who identi
fied themselves as relatives of
Patricia Langley asked for pri
vacy as they left the courtroom.

According to court docu
ments, neighbors on Moncrief
Road heard screaming at about
7:30 and saw Patricia Langley
wa lk ing out o f her home
drenched in blood, clutching
her chest, and calling for help.

uSLAYING
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A couple from across the street
ran out of their home and met
her as she collapsed, called
911, and began pressing a tow
el to her chest to try to stop the
bleeding.

“He stabbed me,” Patricia
Langley told them, according
to the documents. She said she
could not breathe. “He killed
me,” she repeated again and
again, according to the docu
ments.

The husband told police
that as he worked on Patricia,
he realized Richard Langley
was on the porch lighting a cig
arette and then sat down to
smoke.

“Is she dead yet?” Richard
Langley asked the husband,
according to documents.

Langley said in a “proud
and somewhat happy fashion”
that he had stabbed his wife,
according to the documents.
When police arrived, Langley
allegedly announced again that
he had stabbed his wife.

Patricia Langley was rushed
to South Shore Hospital in
Weymouth, where she was pro
nounced dead.

Langley allegedly first told
police that he could not re
member what had happened,
but then said he had become
enraged after finding text mes
sages with “sexual content” on

her cellphone, according to the
documents. He said he asked
her how her boyfriend was and
when she told him it was “none
of his business,” he “flew off the
handle.”

Langley said his wife came
at him with a knife and that he
kicked her in the stomach, took
the knife, and stabbed her
three times, the documents say.

Police found a trail of blood
that began in the living room
and ended on the lawn, accord
ing to the documents.

On Thursday afternoon, a
crew dressed in blue plastic
suits and face masks cleaned
the inside of the home and
removed what appeared to be a
couch wrapped in black plastic.
Workers scrubbed at the porch
and driveway, and a black tent
covered a patch of lawn.

At the foot of a nearby tree,
someone had left a vase of
flowers with a heartshaped
card that read “Tricia xo.”

Neighbors described the
couple as friendly and said they
had never heard fights before.

“He must have snapped or
something; we don’t know,”
said Tom Furlong, 77, who has
lived in the neighborhood with
his wife for 47 years and said
he watched both Patricia and
Richard Langley grow up. They
had been married for about 20

years, he said.
Patricia worked as an aide

for special education students
a t Je f f e r son Elementar y
School, a job Furlong said she
excelled at.

“[Patricia] was always fun;
she was always joking,” said
Furlong. “They loved her down
at the school. She always had a
smile.”

In a statement, Rockland

School Superintendent John
Retchless said her death had
shocked students and staff in
the South Shore community.

“The whole school commu
nity is deeply saddened by the
death of Patricia Langley,’’ he
said in a statement. “She was a
wonderful person and a valued
employee. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her family.’’

According to the court doc
uments, two daughters lived at
home but were not in the
house at the time of the attack.
Neighbors said they were
adults.

Furlong said that whenever
he saw the Langleys, they talk
ed about their children. They
were happy people, he said.
Patricia, he said, had a tiny dog
she loved to take for walks and
post about on Facebook, he
said.

“It’s just a shock to every
one,” said Furlong. “Everyone
thought they were getting
along good.”

Globe correspondent Faiz
Siddiqui contributed to this
report. Evan Allen can be
reached at evan.allen@
globe.com. Follow her on
Twitter @evanmallen. John R.
Ellement can be reached at
ellement@globe.com. Follow
him on Twitter @JREbosglobe.

Man allegedly says he killed wife; held without bail

ers, said at a board meeting
Thursday.

Faisal, who largely caters to
student tenants in Boston and
was among the subjects of a
Globe Spotlight Team investi
gation last month, did not
appear at the meeting. Faisal
was sentenced to 10 months
probation in 1995 after plead
ing guilty to four counts of
making false statements to a
federally insured bank.

He did not disclose the felo
nies on the application. He left
the section blank that stated,
“I have no record of criminal
convictions in any state or fed
eral court except those as list
ed below.”

The document was signed
under “the pains and penalties

uFAISAL
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of perjury.’’
The application states that

any untrue statement means
the license will be canceled or
revoked or both.

Robert L. Allen Jr., a lawyer
representing Faisal, wrote in
an email to the Globe that
Faisal misread the instruc
tions about reporting his crim
inal history and “corrective
measures have been taken. . . .
He has nothing to hide and
will continue to work coopera
tively with all city and state
agencies.”

The property at 1110 Com
monwealth Ave., known as
Nora’s House, was licensed as
a dorm for the New England
Institute of Art, but those stu
dents moved out last August.

Students attending CATS
Academy has been living in

two of the seven stories in the
building whose façade Boston
University considered struc
turally unsound when it sold
the dorm to him in 2006.

Faisal has also been leasing
units in the Packard’s Corner
building to other tenants in
violation of local regulations,
and that arrangement was
detailed in a lease agreement
with CATS academy that Faisal
attached with his application.

But the Licensing Board
said the only item on Thurs
day’s agenda involving 1110
Commonwealth Ave. was
strictly technical: the change
in name from New England
Institute of Art to CATS Acade
my and nothing more.

Licensing rules require dor
mitory licenses to be renewed
annually; each license is for a

specific educational institu
tion, and rooms in the dormi
tory are not to be leased to
members of the public or stu
dents from other educational
institutions except with spe
cial permission, say officials
from the city ’s Licensing
Board.

CATS Academy, which is
operated by the Cambridge
Education Group, based in
Britain, hired consultants to
inspect the property after the
Spotlight Team report detailed
squalid conditions at many of
Faisal’s properties around
Boston.

CATS Academy said it is
enlisting structural engineers
to help it evaluate 1110 Com
monwealth Ave., whose façade
appeared to be separating
from the building when BU

decided to sell the property.
BU officials said it appeared at
the time to be a very costly
potential repair.

Inspectional Service re
cords reviewed by the Globe
do not indicate structural re
pairs to Nora’s House since
Faisal bought it.

Students at CATS, which
stands for the College for Arts
Technology and Science ,
moved out last weekend for
the summer and “will not
move back in until our consul
tants complete a full assess
ment of the premises and are
certain that the property is ful
ly compliant with applicable
laws,” Nancy J. Sterling, a
spokeswoman for CATS Acad
emy, said last week.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh of
Boston, who vowed to crack

down on scofflaw landlords
with $300 daily fines and
increased inspections after the
Spotlight series, acknowl
edged concerns with Faisal’s
business practices.

“We absolutely have con
cerns over the issues raised in
recent Globe reports around
this particular property own
er,” said Walsh spokeswoman
Kate Norton.

“We are taking aggressive
and concrete steps to address
the broader issue of absentee
and irresponsible landlords,
inc lud ing exp lor ing our
options for enforcement in
specific cases such as this one,”
Norton said.

Jenn Abelson can be reached
at abelson@globe.com. Follow
her on Twitter @jennabelson.

Oftcriticized landlord gets Licensing Board approval

JOANNE RATHE/GLOBE STAFF

Joanie Wyman and DeeDee Condon were among those singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to former president George H.W. Bush.

Neighbors tried
to help Patricia
Langley.

GREG DERR/THE PATRIOT LEDGER

Richard Langley was arraigned in Hingham District Court.

Oft-criticized landlord gets 
board approval

By Jenn Abelson
GLOBE STAFF

The city’s Licensing Board gave approval Thursday to one of Boston’s most notorious 
landlords to house international high school students attending CATS Academy and referred 

questions about the landlord’s criminal history to the Boston Police Depart-
ment for further investigation.

The board’s decision came just days after a Globe report detailed how 
Anwar N. Faisal did not have the proper license to operate a dormitory for the high school stu-
dents at 1110 Commonwealth Ave. in Allston and then failed to disclose, as required, his crim-
inal record on a license application submitted last week after the Globe contacted the school.

“We don’t have the capability to determine if he has a criminal record,” Suzanne Iannella, 
one of the city’s licensing commissioners, said at a board meeting Thursday.

Faisal, who largely caters to student tenants in Boston and was among the subjects of 
a Globe Spotlight Team investigation last month, did not appear at the meeting. Faisal was 
sentenced to 10 months probation in 1995 after pleading guilty to four counts of making false 
statements to a federally insured bank.

He did not disclose the felonies on the application. He left the section blank that stated, 
“I have no record of criminal convictions in any state or federal court except those as listed 
below.”

The document was signed under “the pains and penalties of perjury.’’
The application states that any untrue statement means the license will be canceled or 

revoked or both.
Robert L. Allen Jr., a lawyer representing Faisal, wrote in an e-mail to the Globe that Fais-

al misread the instructions about reporting his criminal history and “corrective measures have 
been taken. . . . He has nothing to hide and will continue to work cooperatively with all city 
and state agencies.”

The property at 1110 Commonwealth Ave., known as Nora’s House, was licensed as a 
dorm for the New England Institute of Art, but those students moved out last August.

Students attending CATS Academy has been living in two of the seven stories in the build-
ing whose façade Boston University considered structurally unsound when it sold the dorm to 
him in 2006.

Faisal has also been leasing units in the Packard’s Corner building to other tenants in vio-
lation of local regulations, and that arrangement was detailed in a lease agreement with CATS 
academy that Faisal attached with his application.

But the Licensing Board said the only item on Thursday’s agenda involving 1110 Com-
monwealth Ave. was strictly technical: the change in name from New England Institute of Art 
to CATS Academy and nothing more.

Licensing rules require dormitory licenses to be renewed annually; each license is for a 
specific educational institution, and rooms in the dormitory are not to be leased to members 
of the public or students from other educational institutions except with special permission, 
say officials from the city’s Licensing Board.

CATS Academy, which is operated by the Cambridge Education Group, based in Britain, 
hired consultants to inspect the property after the Spotlight Team report detailed squalid con-
ditions at many of Faisal’s properties around Boston.

CATS Academy said it is enlisting structural engineers to help it evaluate 1110 Common-
wealth Ave., whose façade appeared to be separating from the building when BU decided to 
sell the property. BU officials said it appeared at the time to be a very costly potential repair.

Inspectional Service records reviewed by the Globe do not indicate structural repairs to 
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President Vladimir V. Putin
said Russia has withdrawn
its troops from the Ukraine
border and asked separatists
to drop plans for a referen
dum on sovereignty. A3.

Mark R. Fisher said state Re
publicans offered him $1
million to end his gubernato
rial bid long before he sued
for a spot on the ballot. B1.

Only about a quarter of high
school seniors are perform
ing proficiently or better in
math and just 4 in 10 are do
ing so in reading, a national
assessment found. A2.

A study questioned the ex
perimental therapy of using
stem cells to repair the heart,
which was inspired by re
search in Boston. A13.

Federal lawyers said that
TelexFree Inc. coowner
Carlos Wanzeler has left the
country for Brazil amid a
grand jury investigation of
the company. B7.

Hundreds were killed in an
attack on a Nigerian market
place by militants who
stirred outrage by kidnap
ping 270 schoolgirls. A5.

House Republicans voted to
hold former Internal Reve
nue Service official Lois
Lerner in contempt for refus
ing to testify about her role
in the targeting of conserva
tive groups. A11.

A Thai court ordered the re
moval of Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra from of
fice, a victory for opposition
forces who have sought to
overthrow the government
for six months. A4.

The Red Sox reached the
.500 mark after eight failed
attempts with a 43 victory
over the Reds at Fenway. C1.

POINT OF VIEW:
JOAN VENNOCHI 

“Stephen P. Crosby, the 
chairman of the state 
gaming commission, 
can’t keep himself and his 
dice cufflinks out of the 
casino licensing picture, 
even when he should. 
And his willful blindness 
to appearances is only 
getting worse.” A19.

Thursday: Clouds move in.
High 6469. Low 4853.

Friday: Cloudy and cooler.
High 5661. Low 5156.

High tide: 6:45 a.m., 7:21 p.m.

Sunrise: 5:31 Sunset: 7:51

Complete report, B15

Sky bid you adieu

For breaking news, updated
stories, and more, visit our website:

BostonGlobe.com
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In the news

Naomi Levy, assistant bar manager
at Eastern Standard, submits her
signature Guayaba Arabica cock
tail to international scrutiny in
Moscow Thursday at the Bacardi

Legacy competition. A crosscultur
al philosophy inspired her drink, and

proceeds from it go to antibias education. g16.

1½ ounces 
Bacardi 
Superior

1 ounce Boiron 
Guava Puree

¾ ounce 
coffee-scented 

simple syrup

¾ ounce lime 
juice

3-5 cilantro 
leaves 

1 pinch 
of salt THE RESULT 

Naomi Levy’s Guayaba Arabica

THE INGREDIENTS

Blend with care and put it to the worldwide test

By Jonathan Saltzman and Jenn Abelson
GLOBE STAFF

Mayor Martin J. Walsh said Wednesday that
the city will levy $300 daily fines on scofflaw
landlords, increase the number of inspections,

and demand that colleg
es in Boston disclose the
addresses of under
graduate students living

off campus, measures designed to protect the
health and safety of tens of thousands of univer
sity students.

“My concern is the life of every young college
student living off campus in overcrowded apart
ments,’’ Walsh said.

The mayor’s announcement follows this
week’s Globe Spotlight Team investigation that
reported that illegally overcrowded apartments
riddle the city’s college neighborhoods, where
some absentee landlords maximize profits by
packing in students who often seek apartments
off campus because universities admit more
students than they can house.

Meanwhile, Northeastern University said
Wednesday that it may sever its relationship

SPOTLIGHT, Page A17

By Michael B. Farrell and Eric Moskowitz
GLOBE STAFF

Usually when a child goes missing, an emer
gency broadcast system called the Amber Alert
uses sophisticated technology to blast text mes
sages telling thousands of strangers to be on the
lookout.

But in cases involving endangered children
needing state supervision, Massachusetts is
stuck in the fax age.

Massachusetts is far from unique in being
hamstrung by dated technologies; many other
state welfare agencies also still rely on fax ma
chines to communicate important alerts about
child safety. But some are slowly experimenting
with modern electronic systems that are preva
lent in corporate America and even other gov
ernment agencies.

“If FedEx knows where every package is, why
can’t we know where every kid is?” said Daniel
Stein, cofounder of Stewards of Change, a New

FAX, Page A15

Walsh vows
offcampus
housing
crackdown
More inspections, daily
$300 fines on landlords

Child welfare
specialists look
beyond the fax
Mass. agency not alone
in relying on oldmethods

By Milton J. Valencia
GLOBE STAFF

They call it the roadmap of a trial, a sto
ry to keep jurors engaged, a defining
moment for a lawyer to connect with a pan
el of strangers. Opening statements are the
very essence of courtroom drama that
translates into mustsee television.

But in a reallife scenario in federal
court in Boston — where there are no cam
eras, no scripts — defense lawyers in the
trial involving the Probation Department
scandal will face this ultimate challenge:
Can you do it in 15 minutes?

That’s all the time that veteran US Dis
trict Court Judge William G. Young will
allow for each of the three defendants

when the highprofile trial starts Thursday
morning. The government will get 45 min
utes in total, less than it usually gets, and
Young scoffed when they asked for more.

“An hour and a half openings is almost
inevitably boring,” the judge, known for
being sensitive to jurors’ needs, told law
yers and prosecutors during a pretrial
status conference last month.

Young selected 9 women and 7 men
Wednesday to serve on the jury.

By many accounts, the trial entails the
most complex criminal legal theory prose
cutors have proposed in recent time. Young
himself said at a recent hearing that it was
the most involved he has seen in his

OPENING STATEMENTS, Page A9

Time limit on opening words
adds to challenge for lawyers

15 minutes
Limit of opening 
statement for each of 
the three defendants.

2,400 words
Approximate number 
one can speak clearly 
in 15 minutes, based 
on a rate of 160 words 
per minute, often the 
observed rate of 
speech for BBC 
broadcasters.

59 pages
The length of John 
O’Brien’s indictment, 
which covers 10 years.

By James Sullivan
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
t Cristo Rey school in Dorchester,
“Signing Day” is a twist on the usual
high school celebration. Rather
than announce where top athletes
will play in college in the fall, Cristo

Rey announces where its “scholastic superstars”
are headed.

Hundreds of wellwishers gathered at the
Catholic school one recent evening for the annu
al event. Yasmary Rondon and four other out
standing graduating seniors sat nervously before
three hats, embroidered with the logos of their
respective top college choices.

When her turn came, Rondon pulled on a
Boston College hat, signaling her acceptance
there.

“We got one!” said a happy Thomas P. O’Neill
III, a BC alumnus, former lieutenant governor,
and chairman of the Cristo Rey Boston board of
trustees.

It is Cristo Rey’s intense focus on achieve
ment that has earned the little school a big repu
tation.

The entire senior class, more than 60 stu
dents, expects to attend a fouryearcollege this
fall. It marks the fifth straight year the school
will have accomplished the feat, one it attributes
to scrupulous academic standards and unique
workstudy partnerships with some of the
region’s top businesses.

A holistic approach to education is key to pro
pelling students from the twostory brick school
near the Savin Hill MBTA station to some of the
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A whole class collegebound
Dorchester’s Cristo Rey school builds on success

By Noah Bierman
and Joshua Miller

GLOBE STAFF

CONCORD, N.H. — Scott
Brown launched his national
career four years ago with a
pledge to block President’s
Obama’s health care plan. But
now, even as he campaigns for
the US Senate in New Hamp
shire on what he called the
“Obamacare Isn’t Working”

tour, he is showing an openness
to keeping some of the extolled
benefits of the overhaul.

That includes an expansion
of health insurance for lowin
come residents using Medicaid
money, recently approved by
New Hampshire’s Legislature.

“You can incorporate any of
the considerations for those
people on Medicaid expansion
into a plan that works for us,”
Brown said Wednesday in Con
cord, after touring a company
that designs, manufactures,
and sells medical electronics.

Brown, hoping to capitalize
on the particularly rocky rollout
of the overhaul in New Hamp
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In opposing health law, Brown
hints at provisions he favors

‘In terms of preexisting conditions, catastrophic coverages,
covering kids — whatever we want to do, we can do it.’

SCOTT BROWN, describing policies of the Affordable Care Act that he could back

ºMost enrollees paying their
premiums, insurers say. A2.

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation, Associated Press ROBERT S. DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF

States implementing Medicaid expansion

Not expanding Debating

VA MO

UTFLNC WISDMT

MEGAAL MS NEKSID

CTRI WV MDKY NDAZ COCAOR

TNSC LAOK TX WY AK

NHMA NJDEAR IA IL MI MNHI

VTNY OH WANM NV

PAIN

DEMOCRATIC
INCUMBENT

REPUBLICAN
INCUMBENT

NO RACERETIRING INCUMBENT

Elections amid Medicaid expansion
Below is a snapshot of which states have expanded Medicaid 
coverage. Also highlighted: states in which there is a US Senate 
election this year and the party of the incumbent senator. 

Tsarnaev’s
defense hits
FBI grilling
Lawyers said agents’ in
terrogations violated the
rights of alleged Mara
thon bomber Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev and asked that
his early statements be
stricken. B1.

ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/GLOBE STAFF

Hillary Cayetano (center), headed to Assumption College, and Caitlin Soplata (right), to UMass Boston,
were among the seniors announcing their college choices at Cristo Rey’s annual Signing Day.

SPOTLIGHT 
FOLLOW-UP



April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11

Gray ahead
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By Noah Bierman
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil
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By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords

Experience interactives, view videos, and read documents at bostonglobe.com/spotlight.ONLINE
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“I think he made a state
ment,” said Michael Elliott, a
former member of the Army’s
Golden Knights parachute
team, who guided Bush to the
ground. “If you want to do
something and have the pas
sion, by all means do it.”

Bush, who lifted off from
Walker’s Point at 10:45 a.m.,
had been advised by his entire
family not to jump, Elliott said.
His sons, former president
George W. Bush and former
Florida governor Jeb Bush,
tried to talk him out of it, the
skydiver recalled. So did his
wife, Barbara, and so did his
doctor.

But all through the flight to
the jump point, Elliott said, “He
was giving me the thumb’s up.”

The timing of the jump was
kept secret from nearly every
one in this vacation destina
tion, where Bush spends his
summers at a rambling, centu
ryold family home on the
ocean.

Residents and vacationers
had heard rumors that Bush
might jump, as he did for his
75th, 80th, and 85th birthdays.
But only his family and close
friends seemed to know for sure
until the sound of whirring he
licopter blades and the sight of
parachutes — one for Bush, and
others for videographers and
stunt divers — began to fall
from above.

Cars stopped on the sides of
roads, shoppers rushed outside
to look skyward, and a battery
of smartphones and tablets
were pointed skyward by aston
ished gawkers to record the mo
ment.

Marilyn Austin, a 64year
old visitor from Charleston,
S.C., was taking a drive with her
husband, Jennings, when sud
denly, implausibly, just outside

uBUSH
Continued from Page B1

St. Ann’s Church, “here comes
the parachute right over our
car. I hurried to get the iPad
out.”

Bush and his team decided
to head to the skies Thursday
morning, instead of Friday, to
avoid potentially worse weath
er, said Richard Guy, a friend of
Elliott’s who flew to Maine from
Fayetteville, N.C., with the sky
diver.

“It ’s a wonderful day in
Maine — in fact, nice enough
for a parachute jump,’’ Bush
tweeted in the morning.

Thick, leaden clouds kept
the former president from as
cending to 10,000 feet, which
made the jump more difficult.
At nearly half that altitude, El
liott said, “everything has to be
almost all perfect.”

Despite the weather and the
altitude, the dive nearly was.
But Bush, who often uses a
wheelchair, hit the ground hard
because he had been unable to
raise his legs high enough be
fore impact, Elliott said.

The jump’s finishing drama
paled in comparison with his

first, which occurred in Sep
tember 1944 when Bush, a
World War II naval aviator, was
shot down in the Pacific. He
was rescued by a US subma
rine.

On Thursday, Bush was
greeted by a throng of family
and friends outside St. Ann’s,
where the family attends
church services, and then
quickly returned to Walker’s
Point, where former California
governor Arnold Schwarzeneg
ger called to offer his booming
congratulations, Elliott said.

Elsewhere in Kennebunk
port, where Bush has visited
nearly every summer of his life,
the bonds that bind the presi
dent, his family, and the town
were on affectionate display.

At Bartley’s Dockside Res
taurant, where Bush has or
dered fried clams and other sea
food since 1981, an outside sign
read, “Happy Jumpin 90th
Birthday, Mr. President.” Inside,
the walls held dozens of photos
of the owners, Dorothy and the
late Jim Bartley, and the 41st
president, dating to his days as

vice president under Ronald 
Reagan.

“He told me, ‘Mrs. B, I will
jump on my 90th,’ ” Dorothy re
called Bush saying several years
ago. “I was kidding with him,
and I said, ‘I’ll jump with you.’
We knew, if it was possible, he
was going to do it.”

At the First Families Muse
um, beside a home dating from
1853, hundreds of people —
some of whom know Bush well,
and many of whom do not —
strolled the lawns to inscribe
birthday cards, sing “Happy
Birthday,” and inspect nearly 90
cakes that were baked in a con
test for the former president.

Robert Carreau, a 57year
old Kennebunkport man who
said his ancestors have lived in
the town for 300 years, careful
ly jotted his birthday wishes on
an oversize poster.

“Thank you for your dedica
tion and service to the country,”
Carreau wrote. Stepping back,
he said, “There were leaders
back then, not just politicians.”

Bush spent the afternoon in
the company of his extended
family and former advisers be
fore heading to the Hidden
Pond resort in Kennebunkport,
where they would dine private
ly at Earth, a restaurant there.

The singer Jane Morgan, the
wife of Hollywood producer
Jerry Weintraub, said she
would be in attendance to hon
or her lifelong friend in a town
they both have cherished
throughout their lives.

At a state dinner, Morgan re
called, she once asked Bush
how they had met. “He said to
me, ‘We didn’t meet. We’ve al
ways known each other.’ ”

Many others in Kennebunk
port can relate.

Brian MacQuarrie can be
reached at
brian.macquarrie@globe.com.

Bush gives his 90th birthday a lofty greeting

out bail. Relatives of his wife,
Patricia, 52, wept and held
each other as a prosecutor de
scribed the killing. Richard
Langley, stood silently and
stared at the ground.

“I think it’s one of the most
vicious cases I’ve seen in quite
a while,” Plymouth District At

t o r n e y
Timothy J.
Cruz said
a f t e r t h e
a r r a i g n 
ment. “The
f a c t s a r e
incredibly
disturbing,
that some
body could
a c t u a l l y
say some
thing like
t h a t t o

somebody they’re married to,
after a vicious altercation.”

About 10 people who identi
fied themselves as relatives of
Patricia Langley asked for pri
vacy as they left the courtroom.

According to court docu
ments, neighbors on Moncrief
Road heard screaming at about
7:30 and saw Patricia Langley
wa lk ing out o f her home
drenched in blood, clutching
her chest, and calling for help.

uSLAYING
Continued from Page B1

A couple from across the street
ran out of their home and met
her as she collapsed, called
911, and began pressing a tow
el to her chest to try to stop the
bleeding.

“He stabbed me,” Patricia
Langley told them, according
to the documents. She said she
could not breathe. “He killed
me,” she repeated again and
again, according to the docu
ments.

The husband told police
that as he worked on Patricia,
he realized Richard Langley
was on the porch lighting a cig
arette and then sat down to
smoke.

“Is she dead yet?” Richard
Langley asked the husband,
according to documents.

Langley said in a “proud
and somewhat happy fashion”
that he had stabbed his wife,
according to the documents.
When police arrived, Langley
allegedly announced again that
he had stabbed his wife.

Patricia Langley was rushed
to South Shore Hospital in
Weymouth, where she was pro
nounced dead.

Langley allegedly first told
police that he could not re
member what had happened,
but then said he had become
enraged after finding text mes
sages with “sexual content” on

her cellphone, according to the
documents. He said he asked
her how her boyfriend was and
when she told him it was “none
of his business,” he “flew off the
handle.”

Langley said his wife came
at him with a knife and that he
kicked her in the stomach, took
the knife, and stabbed her
three times, the documents say.

Police found a trail of blood
that began in the living room
and ended on the lawn, accord
ing to the documents.

On Thursday afternoon, a
crew dressed in blue plastic
suits and face masks cleaned
the inside of the home and
removed what appeared to be a
couch wrapped in black plastic.
Workers scrubbed at the porch
and driveway, and a black tent
covered a patch of lawn.

At the foot of a nearby tree,
someone had left a vase of
flowers with a heartshaped
card that read “Tricia xo.”

Neighbors described the
couple as friendly and said they
had never heard fights before.

“He must have snapped or
something; we don’t know,”
said Tom Furlong, 77, who has
lived in the neighborhood with
his wife for 47 years and said
he watched both Patricia and
Richard Langley grow up. They
had been married for about 20

years, he said.
Patricia worked as an aide

for special education students
a t Je f f e r son Elementar y
School, a job Furlong said she
excelled at.

“[Patricia] was always fun;
she was always joking,” said
Furlong. “They loved her down
at the school. She always had a
smile.”

In a statement, Rockland

School Superintendent John
Retchless said her death had
shocked students and staff in
the South Shore community.

“The whole school commu
nity is deeply saddened by the
death of Patricia Langley,’’ he
said in a statement. “She was a
wonderful person and a valued
employee. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her family.’’

According to the court doc
uments, two daughters lived at
home but were not in the
house at the time of the attack.
Neighbors said they were
adults.

Furlong said that whenever
he saw the Langleys, they talk
ed about their children. They
were happy people, he said.
Patricia, he said, had a tiny dog
she loved to take for walks and
post about on Facebook, he
said.

“It’s just a shock to every
one,” said Furlong. “Everyone
thought they were getting
along good.”

Globe correspondent Faiz
Siddiqui contributed to this
report. Evan Allen can be
reached at evan.allen@
globe.com. Follow her on
Twitter @evanmallen. John R.
Ellement can be reached at
ellement@globe.com. Follow
him on Twitter @JREbosglobe.

Man allegedly says he killed wife; held without bail

ers, said at a board meeting
Thursday.

Faisal, who largely caters to
student tenants in Boston and
was among the subjects of a
Globe Spotlight Team investi
gation last month, did not
appear at the meeting. Faisal
was sentenced to 10 months
probation in 1995 after plead
ing guilty to four counts of
making false statements to a
federally insured bank.

He did not disclose the felo
nies on the application. He left
the section blank that stated,
“I have no record of criminal
convictions in any state or fed
eral court except those as list
ed below.”

The document was signed
under “the pains and penalties

uFAISAL
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of perjury.’’
The application states that

any untrue statement means
the license will be canceled or
revoked or both.

Robert L. Allen Jr., a lawyer
representing Faisal, wrote in
an email to the Globe that
Faisal misread the instruc
tions about reporting his crim
inal history and “corrective
measures have been taken. . . .
He has nothing to hide and
will continue to work coopera
tively with all city and state
agencies.”

The property at 1110 Com
monwealth Ave., known as
Nora’s House, was licensed as
a dorm for the New England
Institute of Art, but those stu
dents moved out last August.

Students attending CATS
Academy has been living in

two of the seven stories in the
building whose façade Boston
University considered struc
turally unsound when it sold
the dorm to him in 2006.

Faisal has also been leasing
units in the Packard’s Corner
building to other tenants in
violation of local regulations,
and that arrangement was
detailed in a lease agreement
with CATS academy that Faisal
attached with his application.

But the Licensing Board
said the only item on Thurs
day’s agenda involving 1110
Commonwealth Ave. was
strictly technical: the change
in name from New England
Institute of Art to CATS Acade
my and nothing more.

Licensing rules require dor
mitory licenses to be renewed
annually; each license is for a

specific educational institu
tion, and rooms in the dormi
tory are not to be leased to
members of the public or stu
dents from other educational
institutions except with spe
cial permission, say officials
from the city ’s Licensing
Board.

CATS Academy, which is
operated by the Cambridge
Education Group, based in
Britain, hired consultants to
inspect the property after the
Spotlight Team report detailed
squalid conditions at many of
Faisal’s properties around
Boston.

CATS Academy said it is
enlisting structural engineers
to help it evaluate 1110 Com
monwealth Ave., whose façade
appeared to be separating
from the building when BU

decided to sell the property.
BU officials said it appeared at
the time to be a very costly
potential repair.

Inspectional Service re
cords reviewed by the Globe
do not indicate structural re
pairs to Nora’s House since
Faisal bought it.

Students at CATS, which
stands for the College for Arts
Technology and Science ,
moved out last weekend for
the summer and “will not
move back in until our consul
tants complete a full assess
ment of the premises and are
certain that the property is ful
ly compliant with applicable
laws,” Nancy J. Sterling, a
spokeswoman for CATS Acad
emy, said last week.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh of
Boston, who vowed to crack

down on scofflaw landlords
with $300 daily fines and
increased inspections after the
Spotlight series, acknowl
edged concerns with Faisal’s
business practices.

“We absolutely have con
cerns over the issues raised in
recent Globe reports around
this particular property own
er,” said Walsh spokeswoman
Kate Norton.

“We are taking aggressive
and concrete steps to address
the broader issue of absentee
and irresponsible landlords,
inc lud ing exp lor ing our
options for enforcement in
specific cases such as this one,”
Norton said.

Jenn Abelson can be reached
at abelson@globe.com. Follow
her on Twitter @jennabelson.

Oftcriticized landlord gets Licensing Board approval
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Joanie Wyman and DeeDee Condon were among those singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to former president George H.W. Bush.

Neighbors tried
to help Patricia
Langley.
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Richard Langley was arraigned in Hingham District Court.

Nora’s House since Faisal bought it.
Students at CATS, which stands for the College for Arts Technology and Science, moved 

out last weekend for the summer and “will not move back in until our consultants complete a 
full assessment of the premises and are certain that the property is fully compliant with appli-
cable laws,” Nancy J. Sterling, a spokeswoman for CATS Academy, said last week.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh of Boston, who vowed to crack down on scofflaw landlords with 
$300 daily fines and increased inspections after the Spotlight series, acknowledged concerns 
with Faisal’s business practices.

“We absolutely have concerns over the issues raised in recent Globe reports around this 
particular property owner,” said Walsh spokeswoman Kate Norton.

“We are taking aggressive and concrete steps to address the broader issue of absentee and 
irresponsible landlords, including exploring our options for enforcement in specific cases such 
as this one,” Norton said.


