
April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
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A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil
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A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the
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Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify
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“If you walk into a building,
you can see, usually by the gen
eral condition and the quality
of what’s going on, if there are
major issues,’’ Christopher said.
“You cannot see the minor is
sues that might exist within a
unit.’’

But City Councilor Josh Za
kim, who is leading the com
mittee’s investigation into a lu
crative business relationship
Faisal has with Northeastern
University to house students,
said the inspections couldn’t
have been very meaningful if
officials didn’t visit units.

“Odds are, they were under
graduates who were gone,’’ Za
kim said after the hearing.
“Maybe they should try to in
spect again in September.’’

The ISD scheduled the in
spections in the wake of a Spot
light Team series that found
that students across the city of
ten rented apartments that are
unsanitary and overcrowded.
The series, published in early
May, focused in part on Faisal
as a major landlord who has
been frequently cited for sani
tary code violations.

Faisal received a half hour’s
notice about which buildings
would be inspected, the ISD of
ficials said.

The Spotlight Team series —
which relied on dozens of inter
views with current and former
tenants, repeated visits to Fais
al’s buildings, a survey of stu
dents living in 40 apartments
in six of his buildings, and an
examination of hundreds of
court and city records — found
that many of his buildings look
attractive from the outside. But
apartments are often poorly
maintained, and some are
overrun with all manner of ver
min.

Faisal has about 2,000
apartments, his lawyer said last
fall, and is one of the biggest
landlords to students and
young people in greater Bos
ton. Northeastern has paid him
millions over the past decade to
house students in a dozen
buildings he owns near the
school’s campus in Fenway —
buildings where other stu
dents, many also from North
eastern, rent directly from him
and complain about bedbugs,
rodents, poor heating, and oth
er problems.

Shortly before the commit
tee held its first hearing May

uINSPECTIONS
Continued from Page B1

27, the landlord wrote the pan
el that he was “entitled to due
process’’ and that he had re
ceived too little notice to ap
pear. He asked the committee
to schedule another hearing for
Tuesday. But Faisal backed out
of his offer to attend the second
hearing, prompting Zakim to
repeatedly criticize him.

“I’m certainly disappointed
that Mr. Faisal, and not even
his attorneys, have seen fit to
be here again today after we . . .
scheduled this hearing around
their apparently very busy
schedule,’’ Zakim said.

At the first hearing, Faisal’s
lawyer, Joshua Krefetz, defend
ed the landlord and said Faisal
had been wrongly accused of
providing unsafe rental hous
ing to college students.

Although Zakim on Monday
threatened to invoke the coun
cil’s rarely used subpoena pow
er to compel Faisal to appear
before the committee, the
councilor said at the hearing
that instead, he intended to in
vite him again.

Over the past decade, Faisal
and his real estate company
have been defendants in at
least 22 lawsuits and 11 crimi
nal complaints in Boston Hous
ing Court, according to the
court and city records. In the
same period, he has received
469 code enforcement tickets
totaling $51,720 for violations
outside his buildings, including
overloaded dumpsters, but
paid only $3,010 in fines.

Two apartments leased by
college students in two Faisal
buildings on St. Stephen Street
were condemned in 2012 and
2013 after officials from In
spectional Services deemed
them uninhabitable.

The owner of Alpha Man
agement Corp., Faisal has also
been the subject of 16 com
plaints by tenants filed with the
state attorney general’s office
since 2008.

Asked by the committee to
assess the landlord, Alvarez
said Faisal is “not the worst I’ve
seen in the 12 years I’ve been at
Inspectional Services, but he
could do better in terms of re
sponding to his occupants and
responding to the violations
and addressing issues prior to
anyone calling the depart
ment.’’

Jonathan Saltzman can be
reached at jsaltzman@
globe.com.

Faisal buildings
cleared without
unit inspections

By Dave Collins
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — A troubled
transgender girl detained in
the Connecticut adult women’s
prison for two months without
criminal charges was moved
Tuesday to a psychiatric center
for children following an out
cry by her supporters.

Department of Children
and Families Commissioner
Joette Katz said the 16year
old girl was relocated to the Al
bert J. Solnit Children’s Psychi
atric Center, a DCFrun facility
in Middletown. The teen had
been detained at the York Cor
rectional Institution, the
state’s only women’s prison.

The girl’s lawyer and sup
porters protested her deten
tion in the prison, saying she
was being held in solitary con
finement that was causing her
more psychological harm. The
girl has been traumatized by a
history of neglect and severe
sexual and physical abuse, said
her lawyer, Aaron Romano.

DCF officials denied that
the girl, known to the public
only as Jane Doe, was being
held in solitary confinement.

The teen had been in DCF
custody before being sent to
the jail. DCF officials said she
was too violent for them to
handle and asked a state judge
to transfer her into Depart
ment of Correction custody as
authorized by a seldomused

state law. The judge approved
the request in April.

‘‘All along we’ve said that
jail was inappropriate for Jane
and we’re pleased with this
move,’’ Romano said Tuesday.
‘‘It’s not perfect, but it’s not
jail.’’

Romano said DCF officials
have promised to continue
looking for a foster family for
the girl.

DCF, meanwhile, still plans
to place her in an undisclosed
private youth treatment center
in Massachusetts, where she
has been accepted for treat
ment. That move is pending fi
nal approval.

‘‘Given the progress Jane
Doe has made, we are con
vinced that this interim step of
placing her today in our pro
gram for girls in Middletown
is a more appropriate place for
her than the adult York Cor
rectional Institution,’’ Katz
said in a statement. ‘‘This cer
tainly has been a difficult or
deal for Jane Doe, and I am
hopeful that she will continue
to heal from the very traumat
ic experiences she has suf
fered.’’

Romano contested Katz’s
statement that Doe made
progress in prison.

‘‘It shocks the conscience
that the commissioner makes
a claim that jail serves a thera
peutic purpose for a child,’’ he
said.

Jailed transgender
teenager moved to
psychiatric center

By Douglas Martin
NEW YORK TIMES

NEW YORK — Felix Den
nis, a flamboyant, boastfully
profligate, immensely success
ful British businessman who
built a publishing empire that
included Maxim, America’s
most successful young men’s
lifestyle magazine, died Sun
day at his home in Dorsington,
StratforduponAvon, Eng
land. He was 67.

His family said the cause
was throat cancer.

Mr. Dennis drew immense
attention for telling journalists
over the years that he spent
more than $100 million to
support mistresses — he said
he had 14 — and to pay for il
licit drugs. (In the mid1990s,
he said, he became addicted to
crack cocaine, then quit cold
turkey two years later.)

He drew plaudits for the
million trees he planted on his
country estate with the help of
a charity, and for the wellre
viewed poetry — more than
1,500 published poems in
eight volumes since 2002 —
that he churned out in later
years.

Tom Wolfe, the author, who
once read some of Mr. Dennis’s
poems publicly, likened the
work to Kipling. Mr. Dennis’s
own readings were exception
ally well attended, not least be
cause his literary tours were
truthfully titled “Did I Men
tion the Free Wine?”

The basis for Mr. Dennis’s
wealth was an instinct for
starting and producing popu
lar magazines, including some
of the first ones devoted to
personal computers. Maxim
and its similar offspring, he
said, were intended to give
men the same sort of experi
ence Cosmopolitan gave wom
en. He put out Blender maga
zine to chal lenge Roll ing
Stone, as well as gambling
magazines, Men’s Fitness, and
The Week, a surprisingly suc
cessful news compendium.

“Is Felix Dennis mad?” The
Wall Street Journal asked
when The Week began pub
lishing in the United States in
2001. Apparently not: The
magazine now has a world
wide circulation exceeding
700,000 and is said to be firm
ly profitable.

In 2013, the British Media
Awards presented Mr. Dennis
with a lifetime achievement
award, citing his “uncanny
knack for being around at the
start of every new trend in
publishing.”

The Birmingham Post in
January estimated Mr. Den
nis’s fortune at more than
$800 million. He owned a ga
rage full of RollsRoyces and
Bentleys , a 16 thcentury
thatched manor on his estate
near StratforduponAvon, a
house in London, an apart
ment in Manhattan, and hous
es in Connecticut and on the

Caribbean island of Mustique.
Even without his undeni

ably vigorous selfpromotion,
Mr. Dennis led a life that was
the stuff of legend.

He was born in Kingston
UponThames in England’s
Surrey County. His father went
out for cigarettes when he was
3, never to return. (It turned
out that he had moved to Aus
tralia.) Grandparents raised
him in a house with no elec
tricity or indoor bathroom. He
left school at 15 to work as a
gravedigger, storewindow
dresser, sign painter, and blues
drummer.

When the first issue of Oz, a
countercultural magazine, was
published, he got a job selling
copies on the street. The next
year he became advertising
manager. By the time he was
in his early 20s, he was an edi
tor there.

For one issue, teenagers
were given free rein to include
whatever content they chose.
One cartoon showed a bear’s
genitalia. It led to a highly visi
ble trial in 1971 in which Mr.
Dennis and two other editors
were charged with conspiring
to corrupt public morals.

John Lennon and Yoko Ono
organized protests in support
of the defendants. All were
convicted on lesser charges,
but the judge gave Mr. Dennis
a lighter sentence because, he
said, he “was very much less
intelligent” than the others.

The convictions were re
versed by an appeals court.

After Oz folded, Mr. Dennis
failed to make a go of publish
ing underground comics. He
happened to see some teenag
ers lined up in the street at 9
a.m. and learned they were
waiting to see a Bruce Lee
martial arts film. That in
spired him to start KungFu
Monthly, which sold millions
of copies in 17 countries, com
mencing his empire.

In 1995 he started Maxim,
known for models whose gar
ments always seem on the
brink of falling off. Its success
spawned a spinoff called Stuff.

In June 2007, Mr. Dennis
sold his American magazines
— including Maxim, Blender
and Stuff — to Quadrangle
Capital Partners II for $250
million, according to industry
estimates.

Felix Dennis; published magazines at vanguard
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Felix Dennis edited Oz
magazine in the 1960s and
published Maxim.

By Bruce Weber
NEW YORK TIMES

N E W Y O R K — Jo h n n y
Mann, who won two Grammy
Awards as leader of the clean
cut easylistening vocal group
the Johnny Mann Singers,
died Wednesday at his home
in Anderson, S.C. He was 85.

The cause was heart failure,
his wife, Betty, said.

In the 1960s and ’70s, as
rock ’n’ roll exerted itself as the
driver of a rebellious youth
culture, Mr. Mann represented
a stolid old guard, musically
speaking.

With their gentle rhythms
and tightly controlled harmo
nies, Eisenhowerera hairdos,
and neatly natty attire, the
Johnny Mann Singers were
well scrubbed and tone per
fect, recording about 30 al

bums of college songs, Christ
mas songs, patriotic songs,
Beatles songs, and familiar
tunes spanning several musi
cal eras, from “Ol’ Man River”
to “Chattanooga Choo Choo”
to “Mrs. Robinson.”

Along with Lawrence Welk,
Mitch Miller, Ray Conniff, and
other bandleaders who offered
popular melodies in palatable
choral arrangements, Mr.
Mann helped define a musical
ge n r e t h a t w a s p o t e n t l y
countercountercultural.

Their first Grammy Award
was for the 1961 album “Great
Band With Great Voices,”
recorded with the Si Zentner
Orchestra. That album includ
ed the W.C. Handy classic “St.
Louis Blues” and the sweetly
hopefu l romant ic ba l lad
“Baubles, Bangles and Beads.”

Their second Grammy, in
1967, was for “Up, Up and
Away,” including not just the
Jimmy Webb composition that
gave the album its title, a hit
for the Fifth Dimension, but 
also the Mamas and the Papas
favorite “Monday, Monday”
and “Somethin’ Stupid,” which
Frank and Nancy Sinatra had
turned into a popular duet.

From 1971 to 1974, Mr.
Mann was the host of “Stand
Up and Cheer,” a syndicated
television variety show with a
patriotic slant that also fea
tured the Johnny Mann Sing
ers, dressed in colorcoordi
nated outfits, and guests such
as the Lennon Sisters, Andy
Griffith, and Bobbie Gentry.

From 1967 to 1969, he had
been music director for “The
Joey Bishop Show,” a late

night talk show on ABC that
was meant to compete against
“The Tonight Show Starring
Johnny Carson.” It featured
Regis Philbin as Bishop’s Ed
McMahonstyle sidekick.

Before that, Mr. Mann was
musical director for “The Al
vin Show” (1961), the original
animated series about three
singing chipmunks (it was cre
ated following the success of a
1958 novelty record) who have
since been revived in a num
ber of television shows and
movies.

In the late ’50s and early
’60s, the Johnny Mann Singers
recorded with Bobby Vee,
Johnny Burnette, Walter Bren
nan, and others.

The group also became
known for recording theme
songs and jingles.

Johnny Mann, 85; helped define easylistening genre
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NEW YORK — Eli Wallach,
who was one of his generation’s
most prominent and prolific
character actors in film, on
stage, and on television for
more than 60 years, died Tues
day. He was 98.

His death was confirmed by
his daughter Katherine.

A selfstyled journeyman ac
tor, the versatile Mr. Wallach
appeared in scores of roles, of
ten with his wife, Anne Jack
son. No matter the part, he al
ways seemed at ease and in
control, whether playing a Mex
ican bandit in the 1960 western
“The Magnificent Seven,” a
bumbling clerk in Eugène Io
nesco’s allegorical play “Rhi
noceros,” a henpecked French
general in Jean Anouilh’s
“Waltz of the Toreadors,” Clark
Gable’s sidekick in “The Mis
fits,” or a Mafia don in “The
Godfather: Part III.”

Despite his many years of
film work, some of it critically
acclaimed, Mr. Wallach was
never nominated for an Acade
my Award. But in November
2010, less than a month before
his 95th birthday, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci
ences awarded him an honor
ary Oscar, saluting him as “the
quintessential chameleon, ef
fortlessly inhabiting a wide
range of characters, while put
ting his inimitable stamp on ev
ery role.”

His first love was the stage.
Mr. Wallach and Jackson be
came one of the bestknown
acting couples in the American
theater. But films helped pay
the bills.

“For actors, movies are a
means to an end,” Mr. Wallach
said in an interview with The

New York Times in 1973. “I go
and get on a horse in Spain for
10 weeks, and I have enough
cushion to come back and do a
play.”

Mr. Wallach, who as a boy
was one of the few Jewish chil
dren in his mostly Italian
American neighborhood in
Brooklyn, made both his stage
and screen breakthroughs play
ing Italians. In 1951, six years
after his Broadway debut in a
play called “Skydrift,” he was
cast opposite Maureen Staple
ton in Tennessee Williams’
“The Rose Tattoo,” playing Al
varo Mangiacavallo, a truck
driver who woos and wins Sera
fina Delle Rose, a Sicilian wid
ow living on the Gulf Coast.
Both Stapleton and Mr. Wal
lach won Tony Awards for their
work.

The first movie in which Mr.
Wallach acted was also written
by Wil l iams: “Baby Dol l”
(1956), the playwright’s screen
adaptation of his “27 Wagons
Full of Cotton.” Mr. Wallach
played a Sicilian émigré and the
owner of a cotton gin that he
believes has been torched.

Mr. Wallach never stayed
away from the theater for long.
After “The Rose Tattoo” he ap
peared in another Williams
play, “Camino Real” (1953),
wandering a fantasy world as a
young man named Kilroy. He
also played opposite Julie Har
ris in Anouilh’s “Mademoiselle
Colombe” (1954), about a wom
an who chooses a life in the the
ater over life with her dour hus
band, and in 1958 he appeared
with Joan Plowright in “The
Chairs,” Ionesco’s farcical por
trait of an elderly couple’s gar
rulous farewell to life.

In another Ionesco allegory,
a 1961 production of “Rhinoc

eros,” Mr. Wallach gave a low
key performance as a clerk in a
city where people are being
transformed into rhinoceroses.
The cast also included Jackson
and Zero Mostel.

By the time “Rhinoceros”
came along, Jackson and Mr.
Wallach had been married for
13 years. They met in 1946 in
an Equity Library Theatre pro
duction of Williams’ “This
Property Is Condemned” and
were married two years later. A
list of survivors was incom
plete.

The Wallachs went on to be
come stalwarts of the American
stage, evoking memories of Al
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne,
thanks to their work in come
dies like “The Typists” and “The
Tiger” and a revival of Anouilh’s
“ Waltz of the Toreadors”
(1973).

In a joint interview in The
Hartford Courant in 2000, Mr.
Wallach and Jackson said they
had sought out opportunities to
work together. “But we’re not
the couple we play onstage,”
Jackson said. “For us, it’s fun to
separate the two.”

The couple appeared in a re
vival of “The Diary of Anne
Frank” in 1978, in a production
that also featured their daugh
ters Roberta as Anne Frank and
Katherine as her onstage sister.

He continued his film work
well into his 90s. He was a disil
lusioned screenwriter in “The
Holiday” (2006). In Roman Po
lanski’s “Ghost Writer” (2010),
Mr. Wallach played a mysteri
ous old man living on fog
shrouded Martha’s Vineyard.
And in “Wall Street: Money
Never Sleeps” (2010), which
marked the return of Michael
Douglas as the greedstoked in
vestor Gordon Gekko, Mr. Wal
lach hovered at the edge of the
action like Poe’s sinister raven.

More often than not, his
film roles required him to play
mustachioed characters who
were lawless, evil or just plain
nasty, which puzzled and chal
lenged him.

“Actually I lead a dual life,”
he said. “In the theater, I’m the
little man, or the irritated man,
the misunderstood man,”
whereas in films “I do seem to
keep getting cast as the bad
guys.”

His villain roles, he said,
tended to be “more complex”
than some of his stage roles.

Even so, the theater re
mained his home base, and he
said that he could never imag
ine leaving it.

“What else am I going to
do?” he asked in an interview
with the Times in 1997. “I love
to act.”

EliWallach, versatile
actor of stage, film; at 98
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Eli Wallach with his wife, Anne Jackson, and daughters
Roberta and Katherine at a theater production at the
Huntington Theatre in Boston.

Inspection of cleared 
buildings limited

No apartments actually viewed

By Jonathan Saltzman
GLOBE STAFF

City inspectors who reported finding no violations at 11 buildings owned by the contro-
versial landlord Anwar N. Faisal this month never actually inspected any apartments, their 
supervisors said Tuesday.

The day after the new commissioner of the Inspectional Services Department, William 
Christopher Jr., told the Globe that a team of inspectors found no significant problems in Fais-
al’s buildings on June 6, he and a top aide informed a City Council committee that inspectors 
only examined lobbies and basements because they couldn’t get into any units.

“We did knock on a few doors and see if anyone would let us in, and there was no one 
home to let us in,” Assistant Commissioner Indira Alvarez told the Housing Committee. “But 
Faisal did give us access to the basement area and common area, front and back, and at the 
time of the inspection, the inspectors did not observe any violations in the common space.”

Christopher said after the hearing that the inspections were still a reliable indication of 
the condition of buildings owned by Faisal, whom a Globe Spotlight Team series last month 
identified as one of the most complained-about landlords of college students in Boston.

“If you walk into a building, you can see, usually by the general condition and the quali-
ty of what’s going on, if there are major issues,” Christopher said. “You cannot see the minor 
issues that might exist within a unit.”

But City Councilor Josh Zakim, who is leading the committee’s investigation into a lucra-
tive business relationship Faisal has with Northeastern University to house students, said the 
inspections couldn’t have been very meaningful if officials didn’t visit units.

“Odds are, they were undergraduates who were gone,” Zakim said after the hearing. “May-
be they should try to inspect again in September.”

The ISD scheduled the inspections in the wake of a Spotlight Team series that found that 
students across the city often rented apartments that are unsanitary and overcrowded. The 
series, published in early May, focused in part on Faisal as a major landlord who has been fre-
quently cited for sanitary code violations.

Faisal received a half hour’s notice about which buildings would be inspected, the ISD 
officials said.

The Spotlight Team series — which relied on dozens of interviews with current and for-
mer tenants, repeated visits to Faisal’s buildings, a survey of students living in 40 apartments 
in six of his buildings, and an examination of hundreds of court and city records — found that 
many of his buildings look attractive from the outside. But apartments are often poorly main-
tained, and some are overrun with all manner of vermin.

Faisal has about 2,000 apartments, his lawyer said last fall, and is one of the biggest 
landlords to students and young people in greater Boston. Northeastern has paid him millions 
over the past decade to house students in a dozen buildings he owns near the school’s campus 
in Fenway — buildings where other students, many also from Northeastern, rent directly from 
him and complain about bedbugs, rodents, poor heating, and other problems.

Shortly before the committee held its first hearing May 27, the landlord wrote the panel 
that he was “entitled to due process” and that he had received too little notice to appear. He 
asked the committee to schedule another hearing for Tuesday. But Faisal backed out of his 
offer to attend the second hearing, prompting Zakim to repeatedly criticize him.

“I’m certainly disappointed that Mr. Faisal, and not even his attorneys, have seen fit to be 
here again today after we . . . scheduled this hearing around their apparently very busy sched-
ule,” Zakim said.
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St. early Sunday morning, the
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and friends sprawled across the
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out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16

By Michael Kranish
GLOBE STAFF

A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the

FACEBOOK, Page A16

Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords
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“If you walk into a building,
you can see, usually by the gen
eral condition and the quality
of what’s going on, if there are
major issues,’’ Christopher said.
“You cannot see the minor is
sues that might exist within a
unit.’’

But City Councilor Josh Za
kim, who is leading the com
mittee’s investigation into a lu
crative business relationship
Faisal has with Northeastern
University to house students,
said the inspections couldn’t
have been very meaningful if
officials didn’t visit units.

“Odds are, they were under
graduates who were gone,’’ Za
kim said after the hearing.
“Maybe they should try to in
spect again in September.’’

The ISD scheduled the in
spections in the wake of a Spot
light Team series that found
that students across the city of
ten rented apartments that are
unsanitary and overcrowded.
The series, published in early
May, focused in part on Faisal
as a major landlord who has
been frequently cited for sani
tary code violations.

Faisal received a half hour’s
notice about which buildings
would be inspected, the ISD of
ficials said.

The Spotlight Team series —
which relied on dozens of inter
views with current and former
tenants, repeated visits to Fais
al’s buildings, a survey of stu
dents living in 40 apartments
in six of his buildings, and an
examination of hundreds of
court and city records — found
that many of his buildings look
attractive from the outside. But
apartments are often poorly
maintained, and some are
overrun with all manner of ver
min.

Faisal has about 2,000
apartments, his lawyer said last
fall, and is one of the biggest
landlords to students and
young people in greater Bos
ton. Northeastern has paid him
millions over the past decade to
house students in a dozen
buildings he owns near the
school’s campus in Fenway —
buildings where other stu
dents, many also from North
eastern, rent directly from him
and complain about bedbugs,
rodents, poor heating, and oth
er problems.

Shortly before the commit
tee held its first hearing May

uINSPECTIONS
Continued from Page B1

27, the landlord wrote the pan
el that he was “entitled to due
process’’ and that he had re
ceived too little notice to ap
pear. He asked the committee
to schedule another hearing for
Tuesday. But Faisal backed out
of his offer to attend the second
hearing, prompting Zakim to
repeatedly criticize him.

“I’m certainly disappointed
that Mr. Faisal, and not even
his attorneys, have seen fit to
be here again today after we . . .
scheduled this hearing around
their apparently very busy
schedule,’’ Zakim said.

At the first hearing, Faisal’s
lawyer, Joshua Krefetz, defend
ed the landlord and said Faisal
had been wrongly accused of
providing unsafe rental hous
ing to college students.

Although Zakim on Monday
threatened to invoke the coun
cil’s rarely used subpoena pow
er to compel Faisal to appear
before the committee, the
councilor said at the hearing
that instead, he intended to in
vite him again.

Over the past decade, Faisal
and his real estate company
have been defendants in at
least 22 lawsuits and 11 crimi
nal complaints in Boston Hous
ing Court, according to the
court and city records. In the
same period, he has received
469 code enforcement tickets
totaling $51,720 for violations
outside his buildings, including
overloaded dumpsters, but
paid only $3,010 in fines.

Two apartments leased by
college students in two Faisal
buildings on St. Stephen Street
were condemned in 2012 and
2013 after officials from In
spectional Services deemed
them uninhabitable.

The owner of Alpha Man
agement Corp., Faisal has also
been the subject of 16 com
plaints by tenants filed with the
state attorney general’s office
since 2008.

Asked by the committee to
assess the landlord, Alvarez
said Faisal is “not the worst I’ve
seen in the 12 years I’ve been at
Inspectional Services, but he
could do better in terms of re
sponding to his occupants and
responding to the violations
and addressing issues prior to
anyone calling the depart
ment.’’

Jonathan Saltzman can be
reached at jsaltzman@
globe.com.

Faisal buildings
cleared without
unit inspections

By Dave Collins
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — A troubled
transgender girl detained in
the Connecticut adult women’s
prison for two months without
criminal charges was moved
Tuesday to a psychiatric center
for children following an out
cry by her supporters.

Department of Children
and Families Commissioner
Joette Katz said the 16year
old girl was relocated to the Al
bert J. Solnit Children’s Psychi
atric Center, a DCFrun facility
in Middletown. The teen had
been detained at the York Cor
rectional Institution, the
state’s only women’s prison.

The girl’s lawyer and sup
porters protested her deten
tion in the prison, saying she
was being held in solitary con
finement that was causing her
more psychological harm. The
girl has been traumatized by a
history of neglect and severe
sexual and physical abuse, said
her lawyer, Aaron Romano.

DCF officials denied that
the girl, known to the public
only as Jane Doe, was being
held in solitary confinement.

The teen had been in DCF
custody before being sent to
the jail. DCF officials said she
was too violent for them to
handle and asked a state judge
to transfer her into Depart
ment of Correction custody as
authorized by a seldomused

state law. The judge approved
the request in April.

‘‘All along we’ve said that
jail was inappropriate for Jane
and we’re pleased with this
move,’’ Romano said Tuesday.
‘‘It’s not perfect, but it’s not
jail.’’

Romano said DCF officials
have promised to continue
looking for a foster family for
the girl.

DCF, meanwhile, still plans
to place her in an undisclosed
private youth treatment center
in Massachusetts, where she
has been accepted for treat
ment. That move is pending fi
nal approval.

‘‘Given the progress Jane
Doe has made, we are con
vinced that this interim step of
placing her today in our pro
gram for girls in Middletown
is a more appropriate place for
her than the adult York Cor
rectional Institution,’’ Katz
said in a statement. ‘‘This cer
tainly has been a difficult or
deal for Jane Doe, and I am
hopeful that she will continue
to heal from the very traumat
ic experiences she has suf
fered.’’

Romano contested Katz’s
statement that Doe made
progress in prison.

‘‘It shocks the conscience
that the commissioner makes
a claim that jail serves a thera
peutic purpose for a child,’’ he
said.

Jailed transgender
teenager moved to
psychiatric center

By Douglas Martin
NEW YORK TIMES

NEW YORK — Felix Den
nis, a flamboyant, boastfully
profligate, immensely success
ful British businessman who
built a publishing empire that
included Maxim, America’s
most successful young men’s
lifestyle magazine, died Sun
day at his home in Dorsington,
StratforduponAvon, Eng
land. He was 67.

His family said the cause
was throat cancer.

Mr. Dennis drew immense
attention for telling journalists
over the years that he spent
more than $100 million to
support mistresses — he said
he had 14 — and to pay for il
licit drugs. (In the mid1990s,
he said, he became addicted to
crack cocaine, then quit cold
turkey two years later.)

He drew plaudits for the
million trees he planted on his
country estate with the help of
a charity, and for the wellre
viewed poetry — more than
1,500 published poems in
eight volumes since 2002 —
that he churned out in later
years.

Tom Wolfe, the author, who
once read some of Mr. Dennis’s
poems publicly, likened the
work to Kipling. Mr. Dennis’s
own readings were exception
ally well attended, not least be
cause his literary tours were
truthfully titled “Did I Men
tion the Free Wine?”

The basis for Mr. Dennis’s
wealth was an instinct for
starting and producing popu
lar magazines, including some
of the first ones devoted to
personal computers. Maxim
and its similar offspring, he
said, were intended to give
men the same sort of experi
ence Cosmopolitan gave wom
en. He put out Blender maga
zine to chal lenge Roll ing
Stone, as well as gambling
magazines, Men’s Fitness, and
The Week, a surprisingly suc
cessful news compendium.

“Is Felix Dennis mad?” The
Wall Street Journal asked
when The Week began pub
lishing in the United States in
2001. Apparently not: The
magazine now has a world
wide circulation exceeding
700,000 and is said to be firm
ly profitable.

In 2013, the British Media
Awards presented Mr. Dennis
with a lifetime achievement
award, citing his “uncanny
knack for being around at the
start of every new trend in
publishing.”

The Birmingham Post in
January estimated Mr. Den
nis’s fortune at more than
$800 million. He owned a ga
rage full of RollsRoyces and
Bentleys , a 16 thcentury
thatched manor on his estate
near StratforduponAvon, a
house in London, an apart
ment in Manhattan, and hous
es in Connecticut and on the

Caribbean island of Mustique.
Even without his undeni

ably vigorous selfpromotion,
Mr. Dennis led a life that was
the stuff of legend.

He was born in Kingston
UponThames in England’s
Surrey County. His father went
out for cigarettes when he was
3, never to return. (It turned
out that he had moved to Aus
tralia.) Grandparents raised
him in a house with no elec
tricity or indoor bathroom. He
left school at 15 to work as a
gravedigger, storewindow
dresser, sign painter, and blues
drummer.

When the first issue of Oz, a
countercultural magazine, was
published, he got a job selling
copies on the street. The next
year he became advertising
manager. By the time he was
in his early 20s, he was an edi
tor there.

For one issue, teenagers
were given free rein to include
whatever content they chose.
One cartoon showed a bear’s
genitalia. It led to a highly visi
ble trial in 1971 in which Mr.
Dennis and two other editors
were charged with conspiring
to corrupt public morals.

John Lennon and Yoko Ono
organized protests in support
of the defendants. All were
convicted on lesser charges,
but the judge gave Mr. Dennis
a lighter sentence because, he
said, he “was very much less
intelligent” than the others.

The convictions were re
versed by an appeals court.

After Oz folded, Mr. Dennis
failed to make a go of publish
ing underground comics. He
happened to see some teenag
ers lined up in the street at 9
a.m. and learned they were
waiting to see a Bruce Lee
martial arts film. That in
spired him to start KungFu
Monthly, which sold millions
of copies in 17 countries, com
mencing his empire.

In 1995 he started Maxim,
known for models whose gar
ments always seem on the
brink of falling off. Its success
spawned a spinoff called Stuff.

In June 2007, Mr. Dennis
sold his American magazines
— including Maxim, Blender
and Stuff — to Quadrangle
Capital Partners II for $250
million, according to industry
estimates.

Felix Dennis; published magazines at vanguard
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Felix Dennis edited Oz
magazine in the 1960s and
published Maxim.

By Bruce Weber
NEW YORK TIMES

N E W Y O R K — Jo h n n y
Mann, who won two Grammy
Awards as leader of the clean
cut easylistening vocal group
the Johnny Mann Singers,
died Wednesday at his home
in Anderson, S.C. He was 85.

The cause was heart failure,
his wife, Betty, said.

In the 1960s and ’70s, as
rock ’n’ roll exerted itself as the
driver of a rebellious youth
culture, Mr. Mann represented
a stolid old guard, musically
speaking.

With their gentle rhythms
and tightly controlled harmo
nies, Eisenhowerera hairdos,
and neatly natty attire, the
Johnny Mann Singers were
well scrubbed and tone per
fect, recording about 30 al

bums of college songs, Christ
mas songs, patriotic songs,
Beatles songs, and familiar
tunes spanning several musi
cal eras, from “Ol’ Man River”
to “Chattanooga Choo Choo”
to “Mrs. Robinson.”

Along with Lawrence Welk,
Mitch Miller, Ray Conniff, and
other bandleaders who offered
popular melodies in palatable
choral arrangements, Mr.
Mann helped define a musical
ge n r e t h a t w a s p o t e n t l y
countercountercultural.

Their first Grammy Award
was for the 1961 album “Great
Band With Great Voices,”
recorded with the Si Zentner
Orchestra. That album includ
ed the W.C. Handy classic “St.
Louis Blues” and the sweetly
hopefu l romant ic ba l lad
“Baubles, Bangles and Beads.”

Their second Grammy, in
1967, was for “Up, Up and
Away,” including not just the
Jimmy Webb composition that
gave the album its title, a hit
for the Fifth Dimension, but 
also the Mamas and the Papas
favorite “Monday, Monday”
and “Somethin’ Stupid,” which
Frank and Nancy Sinatra had
turned into a popular duet.

From 1971 to 1974, Mr.
Mann was the host of “Stand
Up and Cheer,” a syndicated
television variety show with a
patriotic slant that also fea
tured the Johnny Mann Sing
ers, dressed in colorcoordi
nated outfits, and guests such
as the Lennon Sisters, Andy
Griffith, and Bobbie Gentry.

From 1967 to 1969, he had
been music director for “The
Joey Bishop Show,” a late

night talk show on ABC that
was meant to compete against
“The Tonight Show Starring
Johnny Carson.” It featured
Regis Philbin as Bishop’s Ed
McMahonstyle sidekick.

Before that, Mr. Mann was
musical director for “The Al
vin Show” (1961), the original
animated series about three
singing chipmunks (it was cre
ated following the success of a
1958 novelty record) who have
since been revived in a num
ber of television shows and
movies.

In the late ’50s and early
’60s, the Johnny Mann Singers
recorded with Bobby Vee,
Johnny Burnette, Walter Bren
nan, and others.

The group also became
known for recording theme
songs and jingles.

Johnny Mann, 85; helped define easylistening genre
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By Robert Berkvist
NEW YORK TIMES

NEW YORK — Eli Wallach,
who was one of his generation’s
most prominent and prolific
character actors in film, on
stage, and on television for
more than 60 years, died Tues
day. He was 98.

His death was confirmed by
his daughter Katherine.

A selfstyled journeyman ac
tor, the versatile Mr. Wallach
appeared in scores of roles, of
ten with his wife, Anne Jack
son. No matter the part, he al
ways seemed at ease and in
control, whether playing a Mex
ican bandit in the 1960 western
“The Magnificent Seven,” a
bumbling clerk in Eugène Io
nesco’s allegorical play “Rhi
noceros,” a henpecked French
general in Jean Anouilh’s
“Waltz of the Toreadors,” Clark
Gable’s sidekick in “The Mis
fits,” or a Mafia don in “The
Godfather: Part III.”

Despite his many years of
film work, some of it critically
acclaimed, Mr. Wallach was
never nominated for an Acade
my Award. But in November
2010, less than a month before
his 95th birthday, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci
ences awarded him an honor
ary Oscar, saluting him as “the
quintessential chameleon, ef
fortlessly inhabiting a wide
range of characters, while put
ting his inimitable stamp on ev
ery role.”

His first love was the stage.
Mr. Wallach and Jackson be
came one of the bestknown
acting couples in the American
theater. But films helped pay
the bills.

“For actors, movies are a
means to an end,” Mr. Wallach
said in an interview with The

New York Times in 1973. “I go
and get on a horse in Spain for
10 weeks, and I have enough
cushion to come back and do a
play.”

Mr. Wallach, who as a boy
was one of the few Jewish chil
dren in his mostly Italian
American neighborhood in
Brooklyn, made both his stage
and screen breakthroughs play
ing Italians. In 1951, six years
after his Broadway debut in a
play called “Skydrift,” he was
cast opposite Maureen Staple
ton in Tennessee Williams’
“The Rose Tattoo,” playing Al
varo Mangiacavallo, a truck
driver who woos and wins Sera
fina Delle Rose, a Sicilian wid
ow living on the Gulf Coast.
Both Stapleton and Mr. Wal
lach won Tony Awards for their
work.

The first movie in which Mr.
Wallach acted was also written
by Wil l iams: “Baby Dol l”
(1956), the playwright’s screen
adaptation of his “27 Wagons
Full of Cotton.” Mr. Wallach
played a Sicilian émigré and the
owner of a cotton gin that he
believes has been torched.

Mr. Wallach never stayed
away from the theater for long.
After “The Rose Tattoo” he ap
peared in another Williams
play, “Camino Real” (1953),
wandering a fantasy world as a
young man named Kilroy. He
also played opposite Julie Har
ris in Anouilh’s “Mademoiselle
Colombe” (1954), about a wom
an who chooses a life in the the
ater over life with her dour hus
band, and in 1958 he appeared
with Joan Plowright in “The
Chairs,” Ionesco’s farcical por
trait of an elderly couple’s gar
rulous farewell to life.

In another Ionesco allegory,
a 1961 production of “Rhinoc

eros,” Mr. Wallach gave a low
key performance as a clerk in a
city where people are being
transformed into rhinoceroses.
The cast also included Jackson
and Zero Mostel.

By the time “Rhinoceros”
came along, Jackson and Mr.
Wallach had been married for
13 years. They met in 1946 in
an Equity Library Theatre pro
duction of Williams’ “This
Property Is Condemned” and
were married two years later. A
list of survivors was incom
plete.

The Wallachs went on to be
come stalwarts of the American
stage, evoking memories of Al
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne,
thanks to their work in come
dies like “The Typists” and “The
Tiger” and a revival of Anouilh’s
“ Waltz of the Toreadors”
(1973).

In a joint interview in The
Hartford Courant in 2000, Mr.
Wallach and Jackson said they
had sought out opportunities to
work together. “But we’re not
the couple we play onstage,”
Jackson said. “For us, it’s fun to
separate the two.”

The couple appeared in a re
vival of “The Diary of Anne
Frank” in 1978, in a production
that also featured their daugh
ters Roberta as Anne Frank and
Katherine as her onstage sister.

He continued his film work
well into his 90s. He was a disil
lusioned screenwriter in “The
Holiday” (2006). In Roman Po
lanski’s “Ghost Writer” (2010),
Mr. Wallach played a mysteri
ous old man living on fog
shrouded Martha’s Vineyard.
And in “Wall Street: Money
Never Sleeps” (2010), which
marked the return of Michael
Douglas as the greedstoked in
vestor Gordon Gekko, Mr. Wal
lach hovered at the edge of the
action like Poe’s sinister raven.

More often than not, his
film roles required him to play
mustachioed characters who
were lawless, evil or just plain
nasty, which puzzled and chal
lenged him.

“Actually I lead a dual life,”
he said. “In the theater, I’m the
little man, or the irritated man,
the misunderstood man,”
whereas in films “I do seem to
keep getting cast as the bad
guys.”

His villain roles, he said,
tended to be “more complex”
than some of his stage roles.

Even so, the theater re
mained his home base, and he
said that he could never imag
ine leaving it.

“What else am I going to
do?” he asked in an interview
with the Times in 1997. “I love
to act.”

EliWallach, versatile
actor of stage, film; at 98

HUNTINGTON THEATRE COMPANY/FILE 2010

Eli Wallach with his wife, Anne Jackson, and daughters
Roberta and Katherine at a theater production at the
Huntington Theatre in Boston.

At the first hearing, Faisal’s lawyer, Joshua Krefetz, defended the landlord and said Faisal 
had been wrongly accused of providing unsafe rental housing to college students.

Although Zakim on Monday threatened to invoke the council’s rarely used subpoena 
power to compel Faisal to appear before the committee, the councilor said at the hearing that 
instead, he intended to invite him again.

Over the past decade, Faisal and his real estate company have been defendants in at 
least 22 lawsuits and 11 criminal complaints in Boston Housing Court, according to the court 
and city records. In the same period, he has received 469 code enforcement tickets totaling 
$51,720 for violations outside his buildings, including overloaded dumpsters, but paid only 
$3,010 in fines.

Two apartments leased by college students in two Faisal buildings on St. Stephen Street 
were condemned in 2012 and 2013 after officials from Inspectional Services deemed them 
uninhabitable.

The owner of Alpha Management Corp., Faisal has also been the subject of 16 complaints 
by tenants filed with the state attorney general’s office since 2008.

Asked by the committee to assess the landlord, Alvarez said Faisal is “not the worst I’ve 
seen in the 12 years I’ve been at Inspectional Services, but he could do better in terms of 
responding to his occupants and responding to the violations and addressing issues prior to 
anyone calling the department.”


