
Colleges get a request to add dorms 
By Matt Rocheleau
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mayor Martin J. Walsh of Boston wants to cut in half the number of college students liv-
ing off campus by 2030 and is calling on Boston colleges to collectively add 18,500 new dormi-
tory beds to make that possible.

The plan, part of the mayor’s new housing initiative, would encourage colleges to work 
with private developers to build the new facilities.

The proposal, greeted positively by officials at several colleges, comes amid increasing 
concern over shoddy, dangerous conditions common in off-campus student housing. The addi-
tional dorm space would give colleges greater oversight of students and ease the rapid growth 
of the student rental market in many neighborhoods.

Devin Quirk, director of operations at Boston’s Department of Neighborhood Develop-
ment, said the city would facilitate partnerships between colleges and private developers to 
build new dorms, with one or more colleges agreeing to lease all or portions of the buildings.

Such agreements would save schools from having to put up large amounts of capital to 
construct the facilities, while giving developers a guarantee that the property would be rented. 
Privately developed dorms can also be taxed, unlike dorms built solely by colleges, which are 
classified as nonprofits, city officials said.

The cost to build 18,500 new dorm beds in Boston would exceed $2.6 billion, according to 
the report. The city envisions 16,000 for undergraduates and 2,500 for graduate students.

Quirk said that during a pair of recent meetings with city leaders, local college presidents 
supported the ideas outlined in the report.

“The big change here is the commitment from the universities to work with us on this 
issue,” he said. “It’s really a partnership.”

A series of Globe reports last spring uncovered illegal and dangerous living conditions, 
widespread overcrowding, and sanitary problems in neighborhoods popular with students. 
The city vowed to step up code enforcement over such issues.

“My greatest concern is the health and safety of every young college student living off 
campus in overcrowded apartments” Walsh wrote.

However, the city acknowledged it has yet to fulfill its promise to increase the number of 
inspectors. Some landlords and tenants have resisted efforts to follow city housing codes. Stu-
dents say they are forced to share crowded apartments simply to afford the rent.

For years, residents and families — fed up with both rising rents and quality-of-life issues 
associated with college students, including loud parties and drunken vandalism — have de-
manded that colleges house and police more of their own students, particularly undergradu-
ates.

Last year, of the 136,000 students enrolled at four-year colleges and universities in Bos-
ton, an estimated 36,300 lived off campus, while 36,500 lived on campus, the report said. The 
rest resided in a mix of on- and off-campus housing in other municipalities.

Some area colleges have a head start on increasing undergraduate housing, as more than 
7,000 new undergraduate dorm beds are currently under construction or have preliminary 
city approval, including at Boston University, Northeastern University, and the University of 
Massachusetts Boston.

Quirk, of the city’s Department of Neighborhood Development, said he believes that 
having data to support the dorm-construction plan is a key driver for the enthusiasm of school 
leaders.
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Boston police officers dis
proportionately observed, in
terrogated, or searched black
residents from 2007 to 2010,
according to the preliminary
results of a study commis
sioned by the Police Depart
ment and released Wednesday.

“This study shows evidence
not just of racial disparity but
of racial bias,” said Matthew
Segal, legal director of the
ACLU of Massachusetts, which
collaborated with the Boston
Police Department on the gen
es i s o f the s tudy, and on
Wednesday released its own
analysis of the data. “That is
really alarming.”

But Commissioner William
Evans defended the depart
ment, saying that officers fo
cused on highcrime areas and
individuals with gang affilia
tions and criminal records. He
noted that the data were years
old but acknowledged the ra
cial disparity in encounters
with Boston police.

Evans also said the depart
ment has since overhauled its
procedures for stopping resi
dents and has instituted new
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Texas Ebola
patient dies;
screening set
Thomas Eric Duncan died
in Dallas after arriving
from Liberia and showing
symptoms last month.
Ebola checks will begin at
five US airports, including
the taking of temperatures
of travelers from affected
countries. A2, B6.

Perils and promise

Heavy
police
focus on
blacks
ACLU says data
in city show bias

Evans cites stress
on crime, not race
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GLOBE STAFF

Bos ton needs to bu i ld
53,000 housing units by 2030
to keep pace with rapid popula
tion growth that is already in
creasing prices and squeezing
out low and middleincome
residents, according to a city re
port.

The report by Mayor Martin
J. Walsh’s administration, pre
viewed by city officials on
Wednesday, calls for $21 bil
lion in private and public con
struction that would increase
the Boston’s overall housing
stock by 20 percent over the
next two decades.

During that period, the city’s
population is expected to jump
by 15 percent, to 709,000 peo
ple, according to the report.
That would be Boston’s highest
level since the 1950s, when
large numbers of people began
to leave the city for surround
ing suburbs.

Walsh wants to limit fur
ther real estate price inflation
by creating 20,000 units for
middleincome residents,
largely built by private develop
ers. His plan would loosen zon
ing restrictions and provide fi
nancial incentives to encourage
construction of taller buildings
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Problems past and present in the state
child welfare system have suddenly
become the main flashpoint in the gover
nor’s race.

Democrat Martha Coakley and Repub
lican Charlie Baker are blaming one
another for failing to strengthen the child
protection system and allowing problems
to fester.

But a closer look at some of their state

ments in debates Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning reveal that both are
glossing over facts and omitting key con
textual information, offering voters just a
sliver of the truth — or even distorting it —
to bolster their arguments.

CLAIM: Coakley says Baker turned away
money to hire more social workers

Coakley accused Baker, who served as a
top aide under Governor William F. Weld

in the 1990s, of rejecting money that the
Legislature had appropriated to hire social
workers.

“Charlie was secretary of health and
human services and one year reverted $2
million, when he could have been working
to make kids safer,” she said during a
WBZTV debate Tuesday night.

BACKSTORY: Coakley was pointing out
that in 1996, when Baker was state budget
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Deeper look at rivals’ claims on child welfare

By Carolyn Y. Johnson
GLOBE STAFF

F
or years, they have been
among modern medicine’s
most arresting narratives. A
54yearold woman sees her
tumors melt away, as fellow

patients continue to suffer. An elderly
man with advanced bladder cancer is
the only patient in another study to see
his cancer vanish. A drug flops for most,
but works for a 73yearold woman with
bladder cancer who is alive five years
later.

Physicians traditionally have viewed
the rare cancer patients who bounce
back from nearcertain death as inspir

ing anecdotes, not science. But a study
published by a Boston team on Wednes
day in the New England Journal of Med
icine highlights a radical shift in think
ing: Researchers are harnessing a pow
erful arsenal of biomedical tools to
unlock the secrets of those individuals
known as “exceptional responders.”

“If we can figure this out in one pa
tient, maybe we can understand how to
do this in more patients,” said Dr. Nikhil
Wagle, a breast oncologist at Dana
Farber Cancer Institute and a leader of
the new study.

In the past two years, a trickle of
cases, including two from Boston, has
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Rare cancer recoveries could
be a key to wider treatments
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West Roxbury and Hyde Park.

Those making $50-100,000 
left Charlestown, Jamaica 
Plain, and South Boston.

There are more residents 
earning over $100,000 in 
almost all neighborhoods.

Boston’s shifting housing profile
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The results for Fenway/Kenmore might be distorted by the high presence of students.
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The Portside at Pier 1 housing complex sits near the MBTA’s Maverick Station in East
Boston. The complex will eventually include about 500 residential units.

JOANNE RATHE/GLOBE STAFF

Grace Silva survived cancer, against the odds, to meet her grandchildren.

Baker, Coakley tangle over credentials and compassion. B1.

Poor conditions and weak
responses intensified the
outbreak, but the picture is
brighter beyond the three
mostaffected nations. A4.
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April 28, 2013: 1:30 a.m.
It had been a long night.
As Binland Lee trudged up

the rear staircase of 87 Linden
St. early Sunday morning, the
Boston University senior found
a small gathering of housemates
and friends sprawled across the
living room sipping gin and ton
ics and mojitos and listening to
music on a laptop.

The 22yearold was exhausted after walk
ing from a party near MIT where a friend had
just confessed romantic feelings for her.

A little tipsy, Binland broke into a wide grin
when she spotted Devi Gopal, an old class
mate from Brooklyn Technical High School,
sitting in her Allston apartment. They hung
out for five minutes before Binland called it a

night. Her freshly cut, glossy
black hair swung across her
back as she walked up stairs still
adorned in twinkling Christmas
lights.

Binland headed to her attic
sanctuary, her perfect under
graduate space. The marine sci
ence major had hung a beach
ballcolored hammock inspired
by a school trip to Belize next to
a giant poster of Hawaiian palm
trees and ocean waves. Above
the dormer window, Binland
plastered a large blue and white
flag of Finland — an amusing
emblem of her trademark intro
duction.

“Hi, I’m Binland. Like Finland with a B,”
she explained to new acquaintances.

She opened the tan curtain draped over her
bed like a canopy and sank into the queen size
mattress. Several hours later, Binland woke;
fire was spreading through the house, climb
ing rapidly toward the attic.

“Get down!” her housemate Thiérry Désiré
SPOTLIGHT, Page A9

A HOUSE JAMMED
WITH STUDENTS,

A LIFE OF PROMISE LOST
Itwas a quirky, old place, but it was home toBinlandLee andher 13 housemates. It was
also blatantly illegal, frombasement bedroomswithout permits to the unitwith only one
way out—whereBinlandhappily lived andwhere she diedwhen fire struck last spring.

NICK MOORE

As smoke poured from the upper floors of 87 Linden St. in Allston, Thiérry Désiré and Devi Gopal waited for rescue on a
porch roof. Firefighters were unable to reach Binland Lee, who was trapped in her attic bedroom.

c a m p u ss h a d o w

This story was reported by Globe
Spotlight Team reporters Jenn
Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman,
Casey Ross, and Todd Wallack,
and editor Thomas Farragher. It
was written by Abelson.

First of three parts

Binland Lee, 22, died
just weeks before she
was to graduate from
Boston University.

Sunday:Mostly cloudy. High 6469. Low 4348.

Complete report, A18, B11
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WASHINGTON — Nearly $5 billion of pro
posed road, transit, and bicycling improvements
across Massachusetts are at risk because Con
gress has failed to act at a time when the nation’s
main source of highway funding verges on insol
vency.

State political leaders call a pair of approach
ing transportation deadlines — one to refill the
highway trust fund by this summer and another
to renew the national transportation program —
a “looming crisis.”

At stake is $1 billion a year in federal funding
for Massachusetts transportation projects, ac
counting for about half the needed money, with
the state covering the other half, for several years’
worth of projects.

The dozens of projects potentially affected are
large and small — ranging in cost from a few
hundred thousand dollars to a few hundred mil

FUNDS, Page A16
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A
surprise awaited Facebook users who
recently clicked on a link to read a sto
ry about Michelle Obama’s encounter
with a 10yearold girl whose father
was jobless.

Facebook responded to the click by offering
what it called “related articles.” These included
one that alleged a Secret Service officer had found
the president and his wife having “S*X in Oval
Office,” and another that said “Barack has lost all
control of Michelle” and was considering divorce.

A Facebook spokeswoman did not try to
defend the content, much of which was clearly
false, but instead said there was a simple explana
tion for why such stories are pushed on readers.
In a word: algorithms.

The stories, in other words, apparently are
selected by Facebook based on mathematical cal
culations that rely on word association and the
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Facebook defends
wildly false stories —
the algorithm did it
Recommended by website
with no attempt to verify

Inactionin
D.C.imperils
statehighway
projects
With federal trust fund
running dry, Mass. fears
for $5b in planned work

TODAY

Illegal
apartment, with
only one way
out, claims a life

MONDAY

Overcrowding
rampant
in student
neighborhoods

TUESDAY

City no
match
for scofflaw
landlords
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in outlying neighborhoods. It
would offer developers tax in
centives and other assistance to
help reach that goal.

He also wants to increase
annual city funding for lowin
come housing by 65 percent, to
$51 million, and require devel
opers of downtown luxury com
plexes to pay more and build af
fordable units at other loca
tions.

“This plan will allow people
to buy homes and stay in their
neighborhoods,” Walsh said,
adding that he would seek to
concentrate development
around MBTA stations. “The
quicker we create housing, the
faster we stabilize the market.”

The 131page report is the
mayor’s first comprehensive at
tempt to address one of Bos
ton’s most vexing problems — a
widening income divide under
mining economic diversity and

uHOUSING
Continued from Page A1

pushing families out of neigh
borhoods where they have lived
for generations.

Some of the proposals are
similar to a smaller scale plan
advanced by Thomas M. Meni
no, the former mayor, late in
his administration.

In a p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e
Wednesday, Walsh spoke about
the issue in personal terms, de
scribing the plight of a family
forced to leave their home in
the mayor’s own Dorchester
neighborhood.

“ They got a le tter that
they’re being evicted because
somebody bought their house,”
he said. “You can’t blame the
new owner for wanting to con
doize the building, but we’re
losing the stability of having
that family there. They raised
four kids there and where do
they go? That’s why we’re doing
this plan.”

Rising rents and home pric
es are affecting neighborhoods

across the city. During the past
year, for example, a middlein
come household earning
$80,000 a year could only af
ford 1.7 percent of homes on
the market in Downtown Bos
ton. That family could afford
only 4.7 percent of homes in
South Boston, a traditionally
working class enclave.

The number of people living
in the city with earnings at or
below median income levels is
expected to increase in coming
years, with senior citizens mak
ing up a large part of the de
mand. According to the report,
an additional 14,600 units will
be needed for people over 65
earning less than $50,000 a
year, a 52 percent increase from
2010.

Prices have risen so much in
some neighborhoods near
downtown that Walsh and his
aides concluded that building
low and middleincome hous
ing there is no longer possible.
Instead, they hope to spur con
struction in neighborhoods
such as East Boston, Allston
Brighton, Dorchester, and Rox
bury, where land is cheaper and
more plentiful.

Part of the plan also in
cludes construction of 16,000
units of student housing on
campus by 2030, cutting by 50
percent the number of students
living in private homes and
freeing up that space for work
ing individuals or families. The
mayor said he would be recep
tive to private development
proposals creating more hous
ing for students by building
student villages and other large
complexes.

To produce more middlein
come housing, the report pro
poses construction of large
scale housing complexes near
MBTA stations, where develop
ers could trim costs by building
fewer parking spaces for resi
dents. The city is also consider
ing zoning incentives that
would allow developers to con
struct taller buildings in select
areas. Multiyear property tax
breaks could also be added to
make projects more profitable.

“We all know there is de
mand” for middleincome
housing, Walsh said. “If we can
create a market in these differ
ent areas, then people are going

to come and build.”
Without financial incentive,

the mayor’s report concludes,
developers will continue to fo
cus on building luxury com
plexes that command the high
est rents and offer the best re
turns. More than 8,000 new
apartments are expected to be
completed in Boston during the
next three years, but the vast
majority are expected to rent
for $3,500 a month or more.

Housing specialists said city
officials must move swiftly to
streamline building regulations
and allow developers to take
advantage of Boston’s thriving
economy.

“We have to do this right
and we have to do it big,” said
Richard Taylor, director of the
Center for Real Estate at Suf
folk University. “Boston is a

highly soughtafter market by
developers, but the complaints
are that land is too expensive
and the process is too compli
cated. Those are the areas we
need to chip away at.”

The report proposes to help
speed the city’s development
review process, particularly for
builders proposing new hous
ing on small, privately owned
parcels. That could help spur
production in denselypacked
areas, where building propos
als often face long delays.

Some of the region’s largest
housing builders are already in
creasing their investments in
Boston. The city gained about
28,000 new residents between
2000 and 2010, then added the
same amount over the follow
ing three years to bring the
city’s population to 646,000.

“There is movement by a lot
of people into great 24hour cit
ies, and Boston is certainly one
of those,” said Michael Roberts,
senior v ice pres ident for
AvalonBay Communities Inc.
Historically, the company has
focused its investment in sub
urban areas, but it is now build
ing more than 1,100 apart
ments in Boston.

While those units are target
ed to wealthier renters, Roberts
said the company “would be
very interested in finding a
way to make middleincome
housing work.”

“The capital is there and the
interest in that market is there,”
he said. “Having a clear pro
gram to get us there is the key.”

Casey Ross can be reached at
cross@globe.com.

hoods.
Devin Quirk, director of

operations at Boston’s Depart
ment of Neighborhood Devel
opment, said the city would
facilitate partnerships between
colleges and private developers
to build new dorms, with one or
more colleges agreeing to lease
all or portions of the buildings.

Such agreements would save
schools from having to put up
large amounts of capital to con
struct the facilities, while giving
developers a guarantee that the
property would be rented. Pri
vately developed dorms can
also be taxed, unlike dorms
built solely by colleges, which
are classified as nonprofits, city
officials said.

The cost to build 18,500 new
dorm beds in Boston would
exceed $2.6 billion, according
to the report. The city envisions
16,000 for undergraduates and
2,500 for graduate students.

Quirk said that during a pair
of recent meetings with city
leaders, local college presidents
supported the ideas outlined in
the report.

“The big change here is the
commitment from the universi
ties to work with us on this

uSTUDENTS
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issue,” he said. “It’s really a part
nership.”

A series of Globe reports last
spring uncovered illegal and 
dangerous living conditions,
widespread overcrowding, and
sanitary problems in neighbor
hoods popular with students.
The city vowed to step up code
enforcement over such issues.

“My greatest concern is the
health and safety of every
young college student living off
campus in overcrowded apart
ments” Walsh wrote.

However, the city acknowl
edged it has yet to fulfill its
promise to increase the number
of inspectors. Some landlords
and tenants have resisted
efforts to follow city housing
codes. Students say they are
forced to share crowded apart
ments simply to afford the rent.

For years, residents and
families — fed up with both ris
ing rents and qualityoflife
issues associated with college
students, including loud parties
and drunken vandalism — have
demanded that colleges house
and police more of their own
students, particularly under
graduates.

Last year, of the 136,000 stu
dents enrolled at fouryear col
leges and univers i t ies in

Boston, an estimated 36,300
lived off campus, while 36,500
lived on campus, the report
said. The rest resided in a mix
of on and offcampus housing
in other municipalities.

Some area colleges have a
head start on increasing under
graduate housing, as more than
7,000 new undergraduate dorm
beds are currently under con
struction or have preliminary
city approval, including at
Boston University, Northeast
ern University, and the Univer

sity of Massachusetts Boston.
Quirk, of the city’s Depart

ment of Neighborhood Devel
opment, said he believes that
having data to support the
dormconstruction plan is a key
driver for the enthusiasm of
school leaders.

“It’s a very datadriven plan,”
he said. “We now have data we
didn’t have before.”

A key portion of that new
information was provided
recently by colleges.

After a fire at an offcampus
apartment in Allston in April
2013 killed Binland Lee, a 22
yearold Boston University stu
dent, community activists
called on colleges in Boston to
release the addresses of their
offcampus students to enable
the city to detect overcrowded
living conditions.

Most universities, citing pri
vacy concerns, resisted until
June, when Walsh met with col
lege leaders, who largely agreed
to disc lose the s tudents ’
addresses.

In August, the City Council

formalized the rule, making it a
legal requirement for schools to
give the addresses and related
data to city officials each semes
ter.

Another reason more cam
pus leaders seem to be on board
with the city’s plan: a new may
oral administration. Walsh’s
predecessor, Thomas M.
Menino, sometimes clashed
with leaders of local colleges as
he pushed them to house more
students on campus.

“It’s refreshing that [Walsh]
has brought universities into
the conversation,” said John
Nucci, a spokesman for Suffolk
University, which houses 21
percent of its 5,800 undergrad
uates on its downtown campus.
“He’s trying to establish a col
laborative approach, and that’s
a great idea.”

“I think most universities
will be on board with the gener
al principles of the plan,” Nucci
added.

Boston College houses 80
percent of its 9,000 undergrad
uates on campus, the highest
percentage in the city. The
school has plans to add another
810 dorm beds soon, which
would push its oncampus
housing rate to nearly 90 per
cent.

“We support Mayor Walsh’s
housing plan and look forward
to working with him to meet
our common goals,” campus
spokesman Jack Dunn said.

Creating more student hous
ing would free up some of
Boston’s existing housing stock
for working adults and families,
Walsh’s report said. The city
estimates that 16,000 new
dorm beds would open up
about 5,000 units to non
student renters.

City officials said they plan
to work with neighborhood res
idents to establish, by 2015, a
list of suitable locations and
other criteria for new student
housing.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached
at matthew.rocheleau@
globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @mrochele

Walsh wants 53,000 more housing units in city by 2030
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City offers a plan to help colleges add dorms

‘It’s refreshing
that [Mayor
Martin J. Walsh]
has brought
universities into
the conversation.’
JOHN NUCCI
Suffolk University spokesman
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New Balance’s project is expected to eventually include housing units in Brighton.
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“It’s a very data-driven plan,” he said. “We now have data we didn’t have before.”
A key portion of that new information was provided recently by colleges.
After a fire at an off-campus apartment in Allston in April 2013 killed Binland Lee, a 

22-year-old Boston University student, community activists called on colleges in Boston to re-
lease the addresses of their off-campus students to enable the city to detect overcrowded living 
conditions.

Most universities, citing privacy concerns, resisted until June, when Walsh met with col-
lege leaders, who largely agreed to disclose the students’ addresses.

In August, the City Council formalized the rule, making it a legal requirement for schools 
to give the addresses and related data to city officials each semester.

Another reason more campus leaders seem to be on board with 
the city’s plan: a new mayoral administration. Walsh’s predecessor, 
Thomas M. Menino, sometimes clashed with leaders of local colleges 
as he pushed them to house more students on campus.

“It’s refreshing that [Walsh] has brought universities into the 
conversation,” said John Nucci, a spokesman for Suffolk University, 
which houses 21 percent of its 5,800 undergraduates on its down-
town campus. “He’s trying to establish a collaborative approach, and 
that’s a great idea.”

“I think most universities will be on board with the general 
principles of the plan,” Nucci added.

Boston College houses 80 percent of its 9,000 undergraduates on campus, the highest 
percentage in the city. The school has plans to add another 810 dorm beds soon, which would 
push its on-campus housing rate to nearly 90 percent.

“We support Mayor Walsh’s housing plan and look forward to working with him to meet 
our common goals,” campus spokesman Jack Dunn said.

Creating more student housing would free up some of Boston’s existing housing stock for 
working adults and families, Walsh’s report said. The city estimates that 16,000 new dorm 
beds would open up about 5,000 units to non student renters.

City officials said they plan to work with neighborhood residents to establish, by 2015, a 
list of suitable locations and other criteria for new student housing.
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in outlying neighborhoods. It
would offer developers tax in
centives and other assistance to
help reach that goal.

He also wants to increase
annual city funding for lowin
come housing by 65 percent, to
$51 million, and require devel
opers of downtown luxury com
plexes to pay more and build af
fordable units at other loca
tions.

“This plan will allow people
to buy homes and stay in their
neighborhoods,” Walsh said,
adding that he would seek to
concentrate development
around MBTA stations. “The
quicker we create housing, the
faster we stabilize the market.”

The 131page report is the
mayor’s first comprehensive at
tempt to address one of Bos
ton’s most vexing problems — a
widening income divide under
mining economic diversity and

uHOUSING
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pushing families out of neigh
borhoods where they have lived
for generations.

Some of the proposals are
similar to a smaller scale plan
advanced by Thomas M. Meni
no, the former mayor, late in
his administration.

In a p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e
Wednesday, Walsh spoke about
the issue in personal terms, de
scribing the plight of a family
forced to leave their home in
the mayor’s own Dorchester
neighborhood.

“ They got a le tter that
they’re being evicted because
somebody bought their house,”
he said. “You can’t blame the
new owner for wanting to con
doize the building, but we’re
losing the stability of having
that family there. They raised
four kids there and where do
they go? That’s why we’re doing
this plan.”

Rising rents and home pric
es are affecting neighborhoods

across the city. During the past
year, for example, a middlein
come household earning
$80,000 a year could only af
ford 1.7 percent of homes on
the market in Downtown Bos
ton. That family could afford
only 4.7 percent of homes in
South Boston, a traditionally
working class enclave.

The number of people living
in the city with earnings at or
below median income levels is
expected to increase in coming
years, with senior citizens mak
ing up a large part of the de
mand. According to the report,
an additional 14,600 units will
be needed for people over 65
earning less than $50,000 a
year, a 52 percent increase from
2010.

Prices have risen so much in
some neighborhoods near
downtown that Walsh and his
aides concluded that building
low and middleincome hous
ing there is no longer possible.
Instead, they hope to spur con
struction in neighborhoods
such as East Boston, Allston
Brighton, Dorchester, and Rox
bury, where land is cheaper and
more plentiful.

Part of the plan also in
cludes construction of 16,000
units of student housing on
campus by 2030, cutting by 50
percent the number of students
living in private homes and
freeing up that space for work
ing individuals or families. The
mayor said he would be recep
tive to private development
proposals creating more hous
ing for students by building
student villages and other large
complexes.

To produce more middlein
come housing, the report pro
poses construction of large
scale housing complexes near
MBTA stations, where develop
ers could trim costs by building
fewer parking spaces for resi
dents. The city is also consider
ing zoning incentives that
would allow developers to con
struct taller buildings in select
areas. Multiyear property tax
breaks could also be added to
make projects more profitable.

“We all know there is de
mand” for middleincome
housing, Walsh said. “If we can
create a market in these differ
ent areas, then people are going

to come and build.”
Without financial incentive,

the mayor’s report concludes,
developers will continue to fo
cus on building luxury com
plexes that command the high
est rents and offer the best re
turns. More than 8,000 new
apartments are expected to be
completed in Boston during the
next three years, but the vast
majority are expected to rent
for $3,500 a month or more.

Housing specialists said city
officials must move swiftly to
streamline building regulations
and allow developers to take
advantage of Boston’s thriving
economy.

“We have to do this right
and we have to do it big,” said
Richard Taylor, director of the
Center for Real Estate at Suf
folk University. “Boston is a

highly soughtafter market by
developers, but the complaints
are that land is too expensive
and the process is too compli
cated. Those are the areas we
need to chip away at.”

The report proposes to help
speed the city’s development
review process, particularly for
builders proposing new hous
ing on small, privately owned
parcels. That could help spur
production in denselypacked
areas, where building propos
als often face long delays.

Some of the region’s largest
housing builders are already in
creasing their investments in
Boston. The city gained about
28,000 new residents between
2000 and 2010, then added the
same amount over the follow
ing three years to bring the
city’s population to 646,000.

“There is movement by a lot
of people into great 24hour cit
ies, and Boston is certainly one
of those,” said Michael Roberts,
senior v ice pres ident for
AvalonBay Communities Inc.
Historically, the company has
focused its investment in sub
urban areas, but it is now build
ing more than 1,100 apart
ments in Boston.

While those units are target
ed to wealthier renters, Roberts
said the company “would be
very interested in finding a
way to make middleincome
housing work.”

“The capital is there and the
interest in that market is there,”
he said. “Having a clear pro
gram to get us there is the key.”

Casey Ross can be reached at
cross@globe.com.

hoods.
Devin Quirk, director of

operations at Boston’s Depart
ment of Neighborhood Devel
opment, said the city would
facilitate partnerships between
colleges and private developers
to build new dorms, with one or
more colleges agreeing to lease
all or portions of the buildings.

Such agreements would save
schools from having to put up
large amounts of capital to con
struct the facilities, while giving
developers a guarantee that the
property would be rented. Pri
vately developed dorms can
also be taxed, unlike dorms
built solely by colleges, which
are classified as nonprofits, city
officials said.

The cost to build 18,500 new
dorm beds in Boston would
exceed $2.6 billion, according
to the report. The city envisions
16,000 for undergraduates and
2,500 for graduate students.

Quirk said that during a pair
of recent meetings with city
leaders, local college presidents
supported the ideas outlined in
the report.

“The big change here is the
commitment from the universi
ties to work with us on this
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issue,” he said. “It’s really a part
nership.”

A series of Globe reports last
spring uncovered illegal and 
dangerous living conditions,
widespread overcrowding, and
sanitary problems in neighbor
hoods popular with students.
The city vowed to step up code
enforcement over such issues.

“My greatest concern is the
health and safety of every
young college student living off
campus in overcrowded apart
ments” Walsh wrote.

However, the city acknowl
edged it has yet to fulfill its
promise to increase the number
of inspectors. Some landlords
and tenants have resisted
efforts to follow city housing
codes. Students say they are
forced to share crowded apart
ments simply to afford the rent.

For years, residents and
families — fed up with both ris
ing rents and qualityoflife
issues associated with college
students, including loud parties
and drunken vandalism — have
demanded that colleges house
and police more of their own
students, particularly under
graduates.

Last year, of the 136,000 stu
dents enrolled at fouryear col
leges and univers i t ies in

Boston, an estimated 36,300
lived off campus, while 36,500
lived on campus, the report
said. The rest resided in a mix
of on and offcampus housing
in other municipalities.

Some area colleges have a
head start on increasing under
graduate housing, as more than
7,000 new undergraduate dorm
beds are currently under con
struction or have preliminary
city approval, including at
Boston University, Northeast
ern University, and the Univer

sity of Massachusetts Boston.
Quirk, of the city’s Depart

ment of Neighborhood Devel
opment, said he believes that
having data to support the
dormconstruction plan is a key
driver for the enthusiasm of
school leaders.

“It’s a very datadriven plan,”
he said. “We now have data we
didn’t have before.”

A key portion of that new
information was provided
recently by colleges.

After a fire at an offcampus
apartment in Allston in April
2013 killed Binland Lee, a 22
yearold Boston University stu
dent, community activists
called on colleges in Boston to
release the addresses of their
offcampus students to enable
the city to detect overcrowded
living conditions.

Most universities, citing pri
vacy concerns, resisted until
June, when Walsh met with col
lege leaders, who largely agreed
to disc lose the s tudents ’
addresses.

In August, the City Council

formalized the rule, making it a
legal requirement for schools to
give the addresses and related
data to city officials each semes
ter.

Another reason more cam
pus leaders seem to be on board
with the city’s plan: a new may
oral administration. Walsh’s
predecessor, Thomas M.
Menino, sometimes clashed
with leaders of local colleges as
he pushed them to house more
students on campus.

“It’s refreshing that [Walsh]
has brought universities into
the conversation,” said John
Nucci, a spokesman for Suffolk
University, which houses 21
percent of its 5,800 undergrad
uates on its downtown campus.
“He’s trying to establish a col
laborative approach, and that’s
a great idea.”

“I think most universities
will be on board with the gener
al principles of the plan,” Nucci
added.

Boston College houses 80
percent of its 9,000 undergrad
uates on campus, the highest
percentage in the city. The
school has plans to add another
810 dorm beds soon, which
would push its oncampus
housing rate to nearly 90 per
cent.

“We support Mayor Walsh’s
housing plan and look forward
to working with him to meet
our common goals,” campus
spokesman Jack Dunn said.

Creating more student hous
ing would free up some of
Boston’s existing housing stock
for working adults and families,
Walsh’s report said. The city
estimates that 16,000 new
dorm beds would open up
about 5,000 units to non
student renters.

City officials said they plan
to work with neighborhood res
idents to establish, by 2015, a
list of suitable locations and
other criteria for new student
housing.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached
at matthew.rocheleau@
globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @mrochele
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New Balance’s project is expected to eventually include housing units in Brighton.
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