
 
Greetings!   
 
We invite you to submit entries for the 2014 Pulitzer Prizes in Journalism.   We also want to underscore 
some changes or developments in the competition: 
 

 The Pulitzer Prize Board has moved the submission and judging of entries in its 14 journalism 
categories to an electronic system.  All entry material must be submitted in a digital form 
through a special Pulitzer entry site.  A link to the entry site, along with the latest rules and 
guidelines, can be found on the Pulitzer home site www.pulitzer.org.   

 The deadline for all journalism entries is Jan. 25, 2014, a week earlier than in bygone years. Be 
sure to spread the word to all affected colleagues.  

 The $50 entry fee (nonrefundable) must be paid by credit card. 

 The Board has renewed its dedication to high-quality editorial writing, refined guidelines for the 
category and invited broader participation, especially among small and medium-size 
newspapers and news sites (see below). 

 The Board has refined its guidance for Local Reporting of Breaking News (see below).  

 The Board has codified its guidelines on partnerships between eligible and ineligible news 
organizations (see below). 
 

The electronic system streamlines the submission process for entries, which number about 1,100 a year, 
and makes it easier for Pulitzer journalism jurors and the Pulitzer Board to manage and judge the 
entries.  Pulitzer juries will continue to meet at Columbia University to review entries and, after 
discussion, nominate three finalists in each prize category. The winner, in turn, is chosen by the Board.  
 
The Board continues to welcome a full range of journalistic tools -- such as text articles, interactive 
graphics, blogs, databases, video and other forms of multimedia -- in 12 of its 14 categories.  The two 
photography categories remain restricted to still images, which must be submitted as digital files. 
 
In seeking more Editorial Writing entries, the Board emphasizes the importance of persuasiveness 
through the use of facts, sound logic and engaging prose. The Board does not believe that distinguished 
editorials must necessarily be part of a campaign. The Board also welcomes an individual portfolio of 
editorials that might deal with one subject or several – in effect, a body of work. The main test is 
whether the editorials exert enough moral purpose and power of influence to make them especially 
memorable, persuasive and pivotal to public debate. (See attached letter from Paul Tash, Pulitzer Board 
chair.) 
 
In regard to Breaking News entries, the Board seeks a balance under deadline pressure. On the one 
hand, an entry should demonstrate how quickly and accurately a news organization used all available 
journalistic tools to cover the story, with emphasis on a demonstrated use of real-time reporting. It 
would be disappointing if an event occurred at 8 a.m. and the first item of your entry was drawn from 
the next day’s newspaper. On the other hand, the Board is also interested in subsequent coverage that, 
within days, puts an event in perspective and provides greater context, with the entry reflecting the best 

http://www.pulitzer.org/


representation of each day’s coverage. The Board also suggests that entrants provide a timeline, in the 
cover letter or in supplemental material, detailing the chronology of events in a breaking story and how 
it relates to the timing of items that comprise the entry. 
 
In regard to partnerships, the Board will consider entries that involve collaboration between an eligible 
news organization and ineligible media, such as a magazine or a television station. However, the eligible 
organization must do the preponderance of the work and publish it first (or at least simultaneously).  
The work should rest on the foundation provided by the eligible entity.  Further, specific elements 
produced by the ineligible entry, such as video, are disqualified and should not be submitted. 
 
For more information, see journalism guidelines (pdf). 

*** 
When you visit the electronic site, you will immediately find entry rules and step-by-step guidance on 
how to submit an entry.  However, for more details, we strongly urge you to also read the Plan of 
Award; the journalism guidelines (pdf), which contains an FAQ; and the technical requirements (pdf). All 
that material can be found on the Pulitzer home site http://www.pulitzer.org/how_to_enter, under 
“How to enter.” The site also provides other information, including examples of acceptable entries and 
the online work of recent winners.   Meanwhile, here are some key things to remember:   
 

 All entries should begin with a cover letter of not more than two pages.  It should explain the 
genesis of the submitted work; what difficulties, if any, had to be overcome to get the story; 
and, where appropriate, what was accomplished by its publication and how the work differs 
from similar efforts on the subject.  The latter two points can be particularly important in the 
Public Service and reporting categories.  Newspapers and news sites that publish only online 
may be new to the competition and should use the letter to demonstrate their eligibility. For 
more information, see journalism guidelines (pdf).  

 A descriptive cover letter is also of special importance in the Local Reporting category where 
jurors often need context – a complete picture of the community, of why the reporting was 
done and of how residents benefited.  The category’s definition reads: “For a distinguished 
example of reporting on significant issues of local concern, demonstrating originality and 
community expertise.”  See journalism guidelines (pdf). 

 Stories and other text material must be uploaded as PDFs. Each story should be uploaded as a 
separate PDF. In order to assure readability, the PDFs should be no larger than 8 ½ x 14 inches, 
the type size should be 12 pt. and the text should be one or two columns wide, single spaced.  
To show the original display of the material, you may use the first page of the PDF to frame or 
highlight an entered article on its published page.  See guidelines and technical requirements 
(pdf).  

 Text material from online news sites should not be submitted as URLs but should also be 
formatted and submitted as PDFs. 

 Supplemental information should be kept to a minimum because of the burden on jurors.  It 
should be uploaded as a PDF.  If more than one page, the PDFs should be combined and 
uploaded as a single file. See technical requirements (pdf).  

 Video should be uploaded to the entry site via URLs. See technical requirements (pdf).  Any pre-
roll advertising should be removed.  

 A limit of 20 images is imposed on an audio slide show or photo gallery.  
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 To facilitate juror access, entrants should place URLs outside any pay wall.  If that proves 
infeasible, the entry should contain a simple username and password for jurors, plainly 
indicated in the label for that URL.   

 URLs should remain active until the prizes are announced next April.  

 No more than three entries may be made by the editors of a single newspaper, wire service, 
syndicate or other eligible news site in any one category. The term “editors” includes all titled 
editors. Individuals may submit entries on their own behalf but they must be clearly 
distinguishable from a news organization’s entry and include separate payment of an entry fee.  

 The same content may be entered in two -- but not more than two -- different categories. If you 
choose to file the same material in two categories, you must submit duplicate entries, one for 
each category. You must also pay a separate entry fee.  However, we strongly advise against 
cross-filing when an entry falls only marginally into a second category. This caution applies in 
particular to the Explanatory category where the emphasis is on putting a significant and 
complex subject in meaningful context and where our guidelines now state: “The jury will 
disregard an investigative, enterprise or feature story or series that falls short of the explanatory 
test.” Similar advice applies to the Local Reporting category, which was designed not to be a 
second Investigative Reporting category but rather one honoring expert exploration of local 
issues, whether in a portfolio of stand-alone stories or a series.   

 Up to five individuals may be named on a team entry; they should be the strongest contributors 
to the work. Their photos and bios should be submitted.  

 If an entry involves more than five individuals, it should be submitted in the name of the staff, 
and photos and bios should not be submitted.  Entries in the Public Service category, regardless 
of the number of people involved, must be made in the name of the newspaper or news site.  

 On the electronic entry form -- and this is important -- be sure to include a one-sentence 
description of the submitted work’s subject matter.  

 Be aware that any significant challenge to the honesty, accuracy or fairness of an entry, such as 
published letters, corrections and retractions, as well as responses by the news organization, 
should be addressed in the cover letter.  

 
Two final tips:  Submit your entry well before the Jan. 25 deadline to avoid the rush and minimize the 
chance of slow uploads.  You also can get a jump on the whole process by uploading and saving the 
parts of your entry that are ready early, returning to complete the submission when missing items are 
ready to add.   If you have questions about the categories or rules, please don’t hesitate to call this 
office.  Best of luck. 
 
 
Sig Gissler  
Administrator  
The Pulitzer Prizes   
212-854-3841  /  pulitzer@pulitzer.org 
 
 

↓ See Paul Tash letter below ↓ 
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The Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing 
We seek wider participation across America 

 

Dear colleagues: 

 

For 97 years, the Pulitzer Prizes have recognized excellence in American editorial writing.  It’s a 

proud and robust tradition.  Vividly expressing the institutional opinion of publications large and 

small, the winners have engaged a marvelous range of issues, stirring debate and often having an 

important impact on society – from Main Street to the White House.   

 

With that in mind, we want to renew our dedication to high-quality editorial writing and to seek 

broader participation in the category, especially among small and medium-size newspapers and 

news sites.  We want to hear your voices. 

 

The category offers a wonderful opportunity. The field is not crowded (last year there were 54 

entries).  Contrary to common perception, a competitive entry need not be an editorial campaign 

that focuses on a particular issue and shows results, such as the passage of a law or the jailing of 

a corrupt official.  Above all, we want editorials that are persuasive – memorable, well-crafted 

pieces that use facts, sound logic and engaging prose to influence and advance public debate, that 

get people to see things differently.  We’ve been refining our rules to make that distinction more 

emphatic than ever to entrants and to jurors.   

 

Small and medium-size organizations are well positioned to compete. You can zero in on 

important community issues, drawing on your local expertise and insight to produce persuasive 

editorials.  And an entry can embrace one subject or several. Indeed, we warmly welcome an 

individual portfolio of editorials dealing convincingly with a variety of significant questions over 

the course of a year – in effect, a body of work.  

 

The basic definition of the category, dating to the creation of the Prizes, still serves us well:  

“The test of excellence being clearness of style, moral purpose, sound reasoning, and power to 

influence public opinion in what the writer conceives to be the right direction.”  However, while 

the jury will place primary emphasis on the quality of the writing, please remember that 

multimedia elements, such as graphics or video, are also welcome in order to enhance an entry.  

So there is an opportunity for editorial writers or editorial page editors to use other journalistic 

tools adeptly to help persuade their audience. 

  

The deadline for entries covering work in calendar 2013 is Jan. 25, 2014.  All entries must be 

submitted digitally. Please see our Web site www.pulitzer.org for information on how to prepare 

and submit an entry.   

 

 

Paul Tash 

Chair, Pulitzer Prize Board 

 

September, 2013 
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