
THE PULITZER PRIZES 

Letters, Drama and Music Excerpts from the 
Plan of Award  

 
The Pulitzer Prizes and Fellowships, established in Columbia University by 
the will of the first Joseph Pulitzer, are awarded by the university on the 
recommendation of The Pulitzer Prize Board. The Board meets twice 
annually. The prizes are announced during the Spring.  
 
Nominating Jurors for the prizes are appointed by the Board in each 
category. They are asked to judge independently and collectively, and to 
submit three nominations. Under Pulitzer’s will, the Board is charged with 
the responsibility and authority to accept, substitute or reject these 
nominations, and may in extraordinary circumstances offer its own. Each 
Nominating Jury should submit to the Board three nominations in its 
category. These must be listed in alphabetical order. Each must include a 
statement as to why the jury believes it merits a Pulitzer Prize, without 
expressing a preference among the three.  

B. PRIZES IN LETTERS  

The following awards will be made annually as prizes in Letters. Except in 
the case of drama, where production rather than publication shall be the 
criterion, eligibility for these awards shall be restricted to works first 
published in the United States during the year and made available in 
hardcover or bound paperback form for purchase by the general public:  
1. For distinguished fiction by an American author, preferably dealing with 
American life, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  
2. For a distinguished play by an American author, preferably original in its 
source and dealing with American life, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  
3. For a distinguished and appropriately documented book on the history of 
the United States, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  
4. For a distinguished and appropriately documented biography or 
autobiography by an American author, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  
5. For a distinguished volume of original verse by an American author, Ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000).  
6. For a distinguished and appropriately documented book of nonfiction by 
an American author that is not eligible for consideration in any other 
category, Ten thousand dollars, ($10,000).  

C. PRIZE IN MUSIC  

The following award will be made annually as a Prize in Music:  
For distinguished musical composition by an American that has had its first 
performance or recording in the United States during the year, Ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000).  

 
E. RULES OF THE PLAN OF AWARD 

 
Applications for the letters, drama and music prizes should be filed and 
paid for through the entry site, with judging materials (books, scripts and 
recordings) for these awards sent to the Pulitzer Prize Office,  709 Pulitzer 



Hall, 2950 Broadway, Mail Code 3865, Columbia University, New York, 
N.Y. 10027.  
 
The competition for prizes is limited to work done during the calendar year, 
ending December 31. Deadlines for entries differ. Journalism entries must 
be submitted on or before January 25 to cover work in the previous 
calendar year. Book entries must be submitted on or before June 15 of the 
year of publication in the case of books published between January 1 and 
June 14, and on or before October 1 in the case of books published 
between June 15 and December 31. For the drama prize, works produced 
in the United States from January 1 through December 31 are considered. 
For the music award, works given their American premiere in a public 
performance or in the public release of a recording during the twelve 
months from January 1 through December 31 are considered.  
 
For the prizes in letters, four copies of each book published before June 15 
shall be sent to the Administrator of The Pulitzer Prizes by June 14. Books 
published between June 15 and December 31 shall be submitted by 
October 1. Books scheduled for publication in November and December 
must be submitted no later than October 1 in galley proof. For the prize in 
drama, entries shall include six copies of the script; a videotape of the 
production is strongly urged but is not required. For the prize in music, an 
entry shall be accompanied by a recording; a score of the work is strongly 
urged but is not required.  
 
All entries should include biographies and pictures of entrants and each 
entry in journalism, letters, drama and music must be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable handling fee of $50, payable online via credit card. Winning 
entries will be included on The Pulitzer Prize archival Web site 
(www.pulitzer.org).  
 
Any significant challenge to the honesty, accuracy or fairness of an entry in 
any category, as well as responses to the challenge, should be included in 
the submission. Published letters of complaint, corrections or retractions 
are examples of items relevant to the judging process. If in any year all the 
competitors in any category shall fail to gain a majority vote of the Pulitzer 
Prize Board, the prize or prizes may be withheld.  Nothing in this plan shall 
be deemed to limit in any way the authority and control of the Pulitzer 
Prize Board. Except for members of the Pulitzer Prize Board, any author, 
composer or journalist, including previous winners, is eligible for 
consideration each year for any award.  



THE PULITZER PRIZE BOARD 

LEE C. BOLLINGER, President ....................................................................................... Columbia University 

DANIELLE ALLEN 
UPS Foundation Professor, School of Social Science ..................................... Institute for Advanced Study 

RANDELL BECK, President and Publisher ...................................... Argus Leader Media, Sioux Falls, S.D. 

ROBERT BLAU, Managing Editor for Projects and Investigations .................................. Bloomberg News 

STEVE COLL, Dean ............................................................. School of Journalism, Columbia University 

JOHN DANISZEWSKI, Vice President and  

Senior Managing Editor for International News ............................................................ Associated Press 

JOYCE DEHLI, Vice President for News ................................................................................ Lee Enterprises 

JUNOT DÍAZ 
Rudge and Nancy Allen Professor of Writing ................................. Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

STEPHEN ENGELBERG, Editor-in-Chief ........................................................................... ProPublica 

THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN, Columnist ................................................................................. The New York Times 

PAUL A. GIGOT, Editorial Page Editor and Vice President  ..................................... The Wall Street Journal 

AMINDA MARQUÉS GONZALEZ, Vice President and Executive Editor ............. The Miami Herald 

STEVEN HAHN 
Roy F. and Jeannette P. Nichols Professor of History ....................................... University of Pennsylvania  

QUIARA ALEGRÍA HUDES, Playwright 

EUGENE ROBINSON Columnist and Associate Editor. ................................................. The Washington Post 

PAUL TASH, Chairman and CEO ............................................................................................ Tampa Bay Times 

KEVEN ANN WILLEY Vice President/Editorial Page Editor ............................... The Dallas Morning News 

SIG GISSLER, Administrator .......................................................................... Graduate School of Journalism 
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