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To the judges,  
 
Don Hatfield, 64, was a highly acclaimed Impressionist painter looking forward to retirement in 
Napa, Calif., when his beloved wife, Janey, succumbed to cancer in January 2012. One month 
later, still calculating Janey’s medical bills, and facing the foreclosure of his home, Hatfield 
received the most horrific news. His daughter, Rachel Winkler, had been killed and her husband, 
Todd Winkler, had been arrested for her murder. 
 
Rachel Winkler, 37, was stabbed to death in her Cameron Park, Calif., home by her husband who 
said he acted in self-defense, alleging that Rachel attacked him with a pair of scissors. Their three 
children, Eva, 4, Arial, 2, and 9-month-old Alex were present in the home at the time of Rachel’s 
death. 
 
Renée C. Byer’s photographs “A Grandfather’s Sorrow and Love” reveal a loving and determined 
grandfather who puts aside his personal grief to gain custody of his three grandchildren and 
rebuild their young lives following the violent death of their mother. 
 
Hatfield insisted he could get up three times a night to bottle-feed Alex and change diapers, then 
turnaround the next morning and shuttle Eva and Arial to school and dance class. A blank canvas 
staring him in the face, Hatfield returned to painting to provide for his grandchildren. True to his 
word, Hatfield has done it. And on his 65th birthday, he was awarded custody of Eva, Arial and 
Alex. 
 
Renée’s photographs have touched the hearts of many and through the generous donations of 
family, friends and strangers, living expenses and school tuitions have been provided for the 
children. 
 
As Don Hatfield begins his second year as a single parent and Todd Winkler awaits trial for 
murder, Renée continues to pursue this story. We believe her evocative images are worthy of 
journalism’s greatest honor, the Pulitzer Prize. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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