
Dharun Ravi’s face is drawn and thin. The 
stress of the last year and a half has wrung him 
out. His eyes are perpetually sad, not the eyes of 
a very bright 20-year-old young man who should 
have a promising future.

He is sitting on a plush maroon sofa in his 
parents’ living room, free on bail but still a pris-
oner in public opinion. He has been convicted of 
a hate crime for spying on Tyler Clementi, who 
jumped to his death from the George Washing-
ton Bridge after the episode.

Ravi was not charged in Clementi’s death, but 
without the suicide, the case would have never 
drawn so much public attention.

Now, for the first time, Dharun Ravi explains 
his side of the story in a two-hour exclusive in-
terview with The Star-Ledger.

“I’m not the same person I was two years ago,” 
he said. “I don’t even recognize the person I was 
two years ago.”

That person, Ravi admits, was immature. And 
did some stupid things. And was insensitive to 
Clementi’s feelings.

“But I wasn’t biased,” Ravi said. “I didn’t act 
out of hate and I wasn’t uncomfortable with Ty-
ler being gay.”

And this person is committed to continuing to 
try to prove he did not commit a bias crime.

“The verdict actually made me feel energized,” 
he said. “We (his family, friends he said. “We (his 
family, friends and attorneys) will keep going.”

In September 2010, after Clementi committed 
suicide, it was quickly learned that Ravi spied on 
Clementi while he had a male guest in their Rut-
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gers freshman dorm room. The story exploded 
on the national conscience as a case of homo-
phobic cyberbullying, and Ravi was cast as the 
archvillain.

On Friday, after a month-long trial in which 
Ravi did not testify in his own defense, he was 
convicted of all 15 counts of privacy invasion, in-
vestigation tampering and bias intimidation. He 
faces a 10-year jail term, with sentencing set for 
May 21. Prior to the trial, he turned down a plea 
deal that would have kept him out of jail. But he 
had to admit to charges of bias intimidation.

“I’m never going to regret not taking the 
plea,” Ravi said emphatically. “If I took the plea, 
I would have had to testify that I did what I did to 
intimidate Tyler and that would be a lie. I won’t 
ever get up there and tell the world I hated Tyler 
because he was gay, or tell the world I was trying 
to hurt or intimidate him because it’s not true.”

 
A TYPICAL FAMILY

The Ravi home in Plainsboro is in a typical 
modern American suburb. Twenty years ago, 
the development was all farmland. Today, it is a 
series of cul-de-sacs named after flowers; not far 
away is a startup “downtown” not much older 
than the development itself.

The Ravi family lives in a brick, center-hall 
Colonial with manicured landscaping and a bas-
ketball hoop on the front brick patio. The fam-
ily has a yellow Labrador retriever that barks 
incessantly at visitors, and there are pictures 
of Dharun and his 10-year-old brother hung 
through the house.

When the school bus pulls up outside, it lets 
out a multicultural mix of children.

“My high school (West Windsor-Plainsboro 
North) has all kinds of kids,” said Ravi, dressed 
in blue jeans and a black pullover. “There were 
a lot of Indians, Chinese, Korean kids, some His-
panic, white kids. It’s hard to form hate when 
you grow up around so many different kinds of 
kids.”

Ravi says he didn’t have much experience with 
gays in Plainsboro but met a few at Rutgers.

“One of my friends had a gay roommate and 
I met a gay kid I liked a lot at orientation. They 
were cool. It was no big deal. Now there’s a ver-
dict out there that says I hate gays. The jury has 
decided they know what is going on in my mind, 
They can tell you what you think.”

Ravi said he decided not to room with one of 
his friends from high school because he wanted 
to meet new people, and his only problem with 
Clementi was his reserved personality.

“Before I went to school, I thought my room-
mate would be my best friend and we would 
hang out all the time,” he said. “I thought I could 
expand my circle of friends. But he (Tyler) wasn’t 
like that. He was very quiet and every conversa-
tion we had just hit a dead end.”

During the course of the trial, Ravi’s attor-
ney, Steven Altman, maintained Ravi was “just 
a kid, doing the stupid stuff kids do,” but that he 
was also put off by the appearance of Clementi’s 
guest, a 30-year-old man known only as M.B the 
Rutgers freshman met on a gay dating internet 
site.

In yesterday’s interview, with Altman by his 
side, Ravi agreed Clementi’s sexuality was nev-
er the issue.

“If it was a girl who came to the room and she 
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looked as strange as M.B. I would have done the 
same thing,” he said.

The issue, he says, was M.B.
When Rutgers police first came to his room 

because Tyler was missing, Ravi said he feared 
“it had something to do with M.B.”

“I thought it was something sinister, that may-
be he got mixed up with the wrong guy,” Ravi 
said. “I told one of my friends, “I wish I recorded 
(the first incident, on Sept. 19) so I would have 
an image of the guy (M.B.) to give to the police.”

 
THE WEBCAM IMAGES

On the night of the first incident, Ravi’s co-de-
fendant, Molly Wei, testified they only watched 
the webcam images for scant seconds, then shut 
it down when they saw the men were kissing. 
Ravi’s defense has always been that he was wor-
ried about his iPad and other stuff in his room 
when he saw M.B., who looked “shady” to him.

Wei later opened up the camera for a second 
view, which was seen by about five people. Ravi 
yesterday said he was not in the room for that 
second view, in which the men were still kissing 
but shirtless.

On the second night, Sept. 21, Ravi said he was 
at dinner when Tyler texted him asking for the 
room again.

“I thought it was weird he was asking for the 
room again on a weekday,” Ravi said. “I didn’t 
mind because I knew I had (Ultimate) Frisbee 
practice, but I remember thinking, if this is go-
ing to be every other day, it’s going to be a prob-
lem. But I didn’t want to confront him because it 
was already difficult to talk to him.”

Ravi says the tweet he sent to friends suggest-
ing they tune into his webcam to see Clementi 
with M.B. was a joke, but one in which he severe-
ly underestimated the effect on Tyler.

“I knew my friends would think it was a joke 
because they know my sense of humor,” he said. 
“But eventually I thought it was stupid, so I went 
back into the room and pointed the camera back 
at my bed.”

Asked this question, “What were you think-
ing?” Ravi candidly stated, “I wasn’t.”

“At that point, I got caught up in what I thought 
was funny, and my own ego.”

Known as a computer whiz among his friends, 
Ravi admitted he was trying to show off.

“I never really thought about what it would 
mean to Tyler,” he said. “I know that’s wrong, 
but that’s the truth.”

Ravi said he felt almost immediate remorse. “I 
knew it was stupid so I went in and pointed the 

camera away from the bed.”
(The images were never shown because 

the computer went dead. Clementi would text 
friends that he pulled the plug; the defense 
maintained Ravi put it on “sleep” before the plug 
was pulled.)

Ravi said his second wave of remorse came 
when he realized Tyler found out about his 
prank.

“I didn’t want to upset him,” Ravi said. “I never 
thought he would find out. I figured I would tell 
him later and we would laugh about it.”

When Tyler did find out, he asked for a room 
change, and Ravi said he wanted to talk him out 
of moving.

“One of the most frustrating parts is that he 
never got my apology,” Ravi said. “I texted an 
apology and when he didn’t answer, I e-mailed 
him. I told him I didn’t want him to feel pressure 
to have to move and that we could work things 
out.”

The text was shown in court.
Of course, Ravi said, the greatest remorse 

came when he found out Tyler was dead.
“I’m very sorry about Tyler,” he said. “I have 

parents and a little brother, and I can only try to 
imagine how they feel. But I want the Clementis 
to know I had no problem with their son. I didn’t 
hate Tyler and I knew he was okay with me. I 
wanted to talk to his parents, but I was afraid. I 
didn’t know what to say.

“At first, I actually thought I could be helpful 
because as far as I knew, I was the last one to see 
him alive.”

On that night, Clementi came back to their 
room, dropped off his backpack, then left.

“The last time I saw him he seemed complete-
ly normal,” Ravi said. “We didn’t say much, and 
then he was gone.”

Mark Di Ionno: (973) 392-1728 or 
mdiionno@starledger.com

ITEM 3COMMENTARY PAGE 3


