
Bill Terrigino loves his home. Ocean views, 
salt-air breezes, a cherry blossom tree that flow-
ers this time each year. Each dawn, he goes to 
his third-floor picture window to watch the hori-
zon get repainted with an array of purples, pinks 
and oranges from God’s palette.

“You never get tired of seeing it,” he said.
It’s just one benefit of his seaside neighbor-

hood.
“It’s so nice here, the guy next door spent $2.4 

billion to move in,” he said.
The guy next door is Revel, which officially 

opened yesterday. It’s a 6.3-million-square-foot, 
towering, mirrored palace of geometric shapes 
and angles that looms over Terrigino’s 105-year-
old seaside Victorian, which is still sided with 
the original cedar shakes.

These neighbors - across this little stretch 
of South Metropolitan Avenue, as it dead-ends 
at the sand - are a composite sketch of Atlantic 
City’s future and past.

On one side is the latest savior casino to rise 
from the boardwalks and back bays of Atlantic 
City.

On the other is the last beach house, one of the 
few remaining private homes on an ocean block 
in all of Atlantic City, and the only one clinging to 
a nautical theme.

On one side are 1,898 luxurious rooms and 
suites, pampering spas, two theaters, two night-
clubs, 10 pools, and 14 restaurants run by “celeb-
rity chefs” like Jose Garces and Marc Forgione.

On the other side are the people who work in 
those places. Bill and Cathy Terrigino are on the 
banquet staff at another resort.

The Terriginos bought their place 18 years 
ago, for $30,000, and it has enough beds and 
couches to accommodate the three Terrigino 
sons and their families and friends.

“It was dilapidated, but we fixed it up little by 

little,” Terrigino said.
In those days, there was only “an old folks 

home” and “a one-story house” between his 
house and the beach. “They’re both gone. Some-
one was going to build a 30-story apartment 
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building, but the plans fell through.”
So for years, the only things between Ter-

rigino and the beach were dune grass and the 
boardwalk.

About 10 years ago, MGM came to him with a 
contract for the property.

“They offered us $175,000,” he said, “but I read 
the fine print and they wanted us to pay for the 
demolition and removal of the house, and the 
environmental work. I wasn’t interested any-
way, but it was a lousy deal. I like it here. Why 
would I move?”

But the idyllic setting changed when the Revel 
construction started. Shipping containers filled 
with building supplies were trucked in, and the 
vacant lots around him were turned into con-
struction staging areas and parking lots for hard 
hats. A Porta-Potty was put right on the edge of 
his property.

“I can’t pretend it hasn’t been a pain,” he 
said. “The vibrations (during the girder work) 
cracked most of our plaster walls and ceilings. 
One of my friends said sitting in our house was 
like sitting on a washing machine that was out 
of kilter.”

Then there was the litter. His trees, and the 
ivy that crawls up the beach side of the house, 
caught everything loose and light enough to be 
blown around by the offshore winds.

“If a worker leaves a can of Coke, I’ll be pick-
ing it up the next morning,” he said.

But that doesn’t make Terrigino unhappy. 
He’s all for Revel. It’s a necessary coexistence.

“If it’s good for Atlantic City, I’m all for it,” he 
said.

For years now, he’s seen casinos come and go: 
The Atlantis. The Golden Nugget. The Sands.

And he’s seen the no-goes: The Dunes. The 
Mirage. The MGM Grand.

“I know it sounds corny, but I’m a proud resi-
dent of this town, and I want to see this (Revel) 
succeed,” he said. “It’s good for all of us.”

And that’s why when Revel construction 
stopped because of financial issues a few years 
ago, Terrigino acted like a good neighbor and 
kept an eye on the place.

“I was like the neighborhood watch,” he said. 
“ The kids would come by to break the windows 
and I would run them off.”
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