
New boards will be nailed down, new pavil-
ions constructed. The barrier islands will be 
re-overbuilt, just like always. And sometime be-
fore Memorial Day, Gov. Chris Christie will an-
nounce, “The Jersey Shore is open for business.” 
A flag stands as a sign of resolve beside devas-
tated homes on Brook Avenue in Union Beach 
yesterday.

It has to be.
The Jersey Shore generates most of the state’s 

$38 billion tourism industry.
And it will be.
Because it is our most valuable resource, nat-

ural and otherwise, on levels that go so much 
deeper than money. The ocean is soothing, when 
not raging. The shore breezes cool us, when not 
uprooting us. It is our playground, when not lev-
eled. It is our claim to fame, in good times, and, 
now, in very bad.

Here’s another claim: We took Mother Na-
ture’s best shot, and we’re still standing.

In Newark, where the state’s largest city 
stared down its greatest emergency since 1967. 
In Hoboken and Jersey City, where urbanites 
stepped over the river running through their 
streets.

In the suburbs, where hardwood trees and 
utility poles snapped and fell together in a tangle 
of wires, we’re still standing.

In the Raritan Bay area, where typhoon winds 
pushed high tide to record heights and sent 
ocean-like waves crashing over seawalls and 
bulkheads.

In our dark, cold homes and our gas lines and 
long waits at whatever food store or restaurant 
has power, we’re still standing.

Maybe Christie said it best.
“This is the kind of thing New Jerseyans are 

built for - we’re plenty tough and now we have a 
little more reason to be angry after this.”

And so the fight back has begun. It started as 
soon as the sun came up Tuesday morning.

At the Shore, the front-end loaders and dump 
trucks came right behind the search-and-rescue 
squads, to take away boardwalk sections and 

We will come back.
THE WRECKAGE WILL BE CLEARED,

THE SAND PUSHED BACK WHERE IT BELONGS.
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broken homes. Pumps are pulling the sea from 
the streets. Sand is being plowed, like snow, 
back to the beach. Giant industrial sifters will 
come and cleanse it of small debris.

“I don’t know how we’re ever going to clean 
this all up,” said Thomas Boyd, the Seaside 
Heights police chief, as he stood on a 5-foot sand 
mound in the middle of Route 35. “But we’re go-
ing to start.”

In front of him was a yellow Cape Cod, broken 
in three sections, one of thousands upon thou-
sands of homes destroyed or damaged in the 12-
hour height of Sandy’s fury.

A few blocks away, the storm’s violence turned 
two amusement piers on Seaside Heights’ famed 
boardwalk into a trash heap of splintered wood 
and twisted metal, the stunning effect of Mother 
Nature’s best shot.

Bob Stewart, who owns the Carousel Arcade 
between the two piers, is going to rebuild.

“We started with nothing. So, we’ll start over 
with nothing.”

He, like the rest of us, is still standing, at the 
start of the long road back.

“As soon as the sun came up Tuesday,” is 
when Spring Lake Mayor Jennifer Naughton 
described when her mood turned from shock to 
resolve.

She said this standing in front of town hall, 
wearing muddy knee-high rubber boots and 
dirty yellow work gloves, as she worked with 
about 125 residents picking up limbs, branches 
and the town’s boardwalk, a mile of which was 
rebuilt after Tropical Storm Irene. Now all two 
miles are gone. Every board, pounded into splin-
ters.

Still, it will be ready, she said, in some form, in 
some stretches, by summer.

Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty perhaps spoke 
for all New Jersey, but especially the Shore, 
when he said, “We did the rescue. Now we’ll do 
the emotional and physical recovery. Then we’ll 
repair and rebuild. We’re going to have a sum-
mer here.”

We are going to have a summer everywhere.
As it should be. And will be.
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