
 

 
 

 
 
By Liz Kowalcyzk, Globe Staff 
 
Health officials investigating the national fungal meningitis outbreak caused by 

tainted steroid injections had thought that the worst was over. The number of new cases 
was dwindling. Then came patients like Anna Adair. 

An avid gardener and dog-breeder, Adair was rolled into a Michigan emergency 
room in a wheelchair Nov. 15. She had been bedridden for days, and that morning a bolt 
of pain in her lower back had caused her to tumble to the bathroom floor. 

Doctors quickly reached a disturbing realization: An infection caused by black 
mold had infiltrated her spine, near where she had received an injection made by a 
Massachusetts pharmacy, and spread into the bone. It 
was not the meningitis that sickened hundreds of others 
in late summer and early fall, but part of a frightening 
second wave of fungal infections caused by 
contaminated drugs.  

Dozens more people have now been diagnosed 
with excruciating abscesses or inflamed nerves in their 
backs that are proving formidable to cure. 

In a health alert issued Thursday, the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said it is 
worried that some patients with spinal infections may 
not even be aware of their condition because the 
symptoms mimic the very back pain they originally 
sought to treat with steroids. The agency is now 
recommending that doctors consider performing MRI 
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Emergency responders are
suffering with frustration
and anguish the week after
the killings of 20 schoolchil-
dren in Newtown, Conn. A21.

The Massachusetts unem-
ployment rate stayed at 6.6
percent in November after
four months of increases. B5.

American diplomats must in-
teract broadlywith foreign
populations despite the risks,
Senator John F. Kerry said as
he opened a hearing on the
Sept. 11 attack in Libya. A2.

President Vladimir Putin de-
fended Russia’s opposition
to military intervention in
Syria, pointing toWestern in-
volvement in Libya as valida-
tion of his stance. A3.

Las Vegas casino developer
Wynn Resorts signed an op-
tion to buy the former Mon-
santo Chemical Co. site in
Everett in hopes of building a
gambling resort on the Mys-
tic River. B1.

The first widespread snow-
storm of the season struck
the Midwest, stranding holi-
day travelers and causing a
fatal 25-car pileup. A12.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino is
seeking a change in state
law to allow districts to by-
pass teacher rules to im-
prove lagging schools. B1.

The mayor, hospitalized
since Oct. 26, said he ex-
pected to be released from
the Spaulding Rehabilitation
facility on Sunday. B1.

Globe Santa answers the call
frommothers who have
been forced to move to shel-
ters for the homeless and
want their children to know
joy on Christmas. A26.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.

POINT OF VIEW:
STEVEN SYRE

“No one can forget the
dire problems America
faced in 2007 and
2008— or deny the fact
that TARP helped keep
our financial system from
falling apart at the
seams. It was big, fast,
and decisive in the mid-
dle of a crisis.” B5.

FALL OUT, BOYS

Friday Cloudy, windy, mild.
High 48-53. Low 34-39.

Saturday Cloudy with flurries.
High 42-47. Low 28-33.

High tide: 5:29 a.m. 5:57 p.m.
Sunrise: 7:10 Sunset: 4:15
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By Andrea Estes
and Scott Allen

GLOBE STAFF

Annie Dookhan was sup-
posed to be an independent
witness, a state chemist coolly
analyzing drug evidence for the
court. But her e-mails over the
last nine years, obtained by the
Globe, vividly detail her close

relationship with prosecutors,
including a man to whom she
poured her heart out, and her
strong desire to put suspects
behind bars.

Dookhan, arraigned Thurs-
day on 15 counts of altering
drug evidence and obstructing
justice, viewed herself as part
of the prosecution team, the
e-mails show. She coached
assistant district attorneys on
trial strategy and told one that

CHEMIST, Page A24

Chemist built up
ties to prosecutors
E-mail history
raises questions
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H
ealth officials investigating
the national fungal menin-
gitis outbreak caused by
tainted steroid injections
had thought that the worst

was over. The number of new cases was
dwindling. Then came patients like Anna
Adair.

An avid gardener and dog-breeder,
Adair was rolled into a Michigan emer-
gency room in a wheelchair Nov. 15. She
had been bedridden for days, and that
morning a bolt of pain in her lower back
had caused her to tumble to the bath-

room floor.
Doctors quickly reached a disturbing

realization: An infection caused by black
mold had infiltrated her spine, near
where she had received an injection
made by a Massachusetts pharmacy, and
spread into the bone. It was not the
meningitis that sickened hundreds of
others in late summer and early fall, but
part of a frightening second wave of
fungal infections caused by contaminat-
ed drugs.

Dozens more people have now been
diagnosed with excruciating abscesses or
inflamed nerves in their backs that are

INFECTIONS, Page A23

Percentage of people exposed to
the contaminated steroids and
who became ill, by state:
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PATIENTS’ 2d PERIL
Contaminated injections that causedmeningitis outbreak
now leaving a spread of dangerous fungal infections

JEFFREY SAUGER FOR BOSTON GLOBE

Anna Adair, who received an injection made by a Bay State pharmacy, requires morphine to get out of bed.

STEVEN SENNE/POOL

ARRAIGNMENT — Former state chemist Annie
Dookhan pleaded not guilty in Suffolk Superior
Court on Thursday to 15 charges of mishandling
and tainting drug evidence. A24.

By Casey Ross
GLOBE STAFF

Brian McGrory, a 23-year
veteran of The Boston Globe
who has led groundbreaking
coverage of corruption as an ed-
itor and whose columns have
made him an essential voice in
the region, will become the
news organization’s next editor.

McGrory, 51, will take over
the job immediately, replacing
Martin Baron, who left last
week to become editor of The
Washington Post. McGrory will
report to Globe publisher Chris-
topher M. Mayer.

The move puts New Eng-
land’s largest media organiza-
tion under the leadership of a
Boston native who has spent
most of his career at the Globe.

McGrory, who will give up his
column in the Metro section,
will oversee the editorial direc-
tion of the newspaper and its
websites, BostonGlobe.com

McGRORY, Page A22

Columnist McGrory
named editor of Globe

ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/ GLOBE STAFF

Brian McGrory received
colleagues’ long applause.

By Noah Bierman
GLOBE STAFF

William F. Weld’s return to
Boston seven weeks ago
seemed a twilight turn for the
restless executive – a soft land-
ing spot with a comfortable
lobbying office, in a town
where the waiters call him
governor and his wry humor
resonates with a certain gener-
ation.

That may be the case.
But another possibility has

emerged. Maybe the man who
had longed to be senator, am-
bassador, literary wit, and gov-
ernor of New York has a sixth

act in him. Maybe the timing,
so elusive in recent years, is
right again.

Consider what Weld now
has before him: A Senate seat
held by John F. Kerry, his one-

time rival, that looks likely to
open, and a Republican brand
in need of a jolt.

Sure, Senator Scott Brown
is the front-runner for the GOP

WELD, Page A13

Weld hovers near spotlight
Return brings
speculation of
a Senate run
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The timing may be right for ex-governor William F. Weld.

By Christopher Rowland
and Bobby Caina Calvan

GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Speaker John
Boehner failed to harness his unruly
House majority Thursday night and
canceled a planned vote on a bill to
extend income tax cuts for most
Americans while allowing rates to rise
on millionaires.

The turn of events appeared to
weaken Boehner’s hand in budget
negotiations with the White House. If
his bold gambit had passed, the Re-
publican leader would have gained a
fresh bargaining chip in talks with
President Obama. But the staunch re-
sistance of conservative Tea Party rep-
resentatives to tax increases of any
kind — despite closed-door entreaties
by the speaker — foiled that plan, and
his move, dubbed “Plan B,” backfired.

Now the most significant chance
for America to avoid a potentially dev-
astating $500 billion in automatic tax
rate increases and spending cuts on
Jan. 1 — the so-called fiscal cliff — is
for Obama and Boehner to return to
the negotiating table and hammer out
a deal that can attract the support of a
coalition of House Democrats and
more moderate Republicans.

It was not immediately clear
Thursday night how or when negotia-
tions toward such a solution might
continue. Boehner told his colleagues
in a closed meeting that he would re-
sume negotiations with Obama, the
Associated Press reported.

There was no confirmation from
the White House, which issued only a
brief statement after the lack of action
in the House: “We are hopeful that we
will be able to find a bipartisan solu-
tion quickly that protects the middle
class and our economy.’’

Congress planned to depart for a
holiday break Thursday night after
the House leadership suddenly aban-
doned its effort after a day of cajoling
and vote-wrangling fell short. The
Capitol is scheduled to go quiet until
the day after Christmas.

“Between now and next Wednes-
day, I am hopeful that the president,
the speaker, and others will work to-
gether to get an agreement that can be

BOEHNER, Page A17

GOP
spurns
Boehner
tax bill
Tea Party resistance
preventsHouse vote

Next steps uncertain
to avoid fiscal cliff
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There was no confirmation from
the White House, which issued only a
brief statement after the lack of action
in the House: “We are hopeful that we
will be able to find a bipartisan solu-
tion quickly that protects the middle
class and our economy.’’

Congress planned to depart for a
holiday break Thursday night after
the House leadership suddenly aban-
doned its effort after a day of cajoling
and vote-wrangling fell short. The
Capitol is scheduled to go quiet until
the day after Christmas.

“Between now and next Wednes-
day, I am hopeful that the president,
the speaker, and others will work to-
gether to get an agreement that can be
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For breaking news, updated
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Emergency responders are
suffering with frustration
and anguish the week after
the killings of 20 schoolchil-
dren in Newtown, Conn. A21.

The Massachusetts unem-
ployment rate stayed at 6.6
percent in November after
four months of increases. B5.

American diplomats must in-
teract broadlywith foreign
populations despite the risks,
Senator John F. Kerry said as
he opened a hearing on the
Sept. 11 attack in Libya. A2.

President Vladimir Putin de-
fended Russia’s opposition
to military intervention in
Syria, pointing toWestern in-
volvement in Libya as valida-
tion of his stance. A3.

Las Vegas casino developer
Wynn Resorts signed an op-
tion to buy the former Mon-
santo Chemical Co. site in
Everett in hopes of building a
gambling resort on the Mys-
tic River. B1.

The first widespread snow-
storm of the season struck
the Midwest, stranding holi-
day travelers and causing a
fatal 25-car pileup. A12.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino is
seeking a change in state
law to allow districts to by-
pass teacher rules to im-
prove lagging schools. B1.

The mayor, hospitalized
since Oct. 26, said he ex-
pected to be released from
the Spaulding Rehabilitation
facility on Sunday. B1.

Globe Santa answers the call
frommothers who have
been forced to move to shel-
ters for the homeless and
want their children to know
joy on Christmas. A26.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.

POINT OF VIEW:
STEVEN SYRE

“No one can forget the
dire problems America
faced in 2007 and
2008— or deny the fact
that TARP helped keep
our financial system from
falling apart at the
seams. It was big, fast,
and decisive in the mid-
dle of a crisis.” B5.
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BAD TIMING FOR ‘REACHER’
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By Andrea Estes
and Scott Allen

GLOBE STAFF

Annie Dookhan was sup-
posed to be an independent
witness, a state chemist coolly
analyzing drug evidence for the
court. But her e-mails over the
last nine years, obtained by the
Globe, vividly detail her close

relationship with prosecutors,
including a man to whom she
poured her heart out, and her
strong desire to put suspects
behind bars.

Dookhan, arraigned Thurs-
day on 15 counts of altering
drug evidence and obstructing
justice, viewed herself as part
of the prosecution team, the
e-mails show. She coached
assistant district attorneys on
trial strategy and told one that
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Chemist built up
ties to prosecutors
E-mail history
raises questions

By Liz Kowalczyk
GLOBE STAFF

H
ealth officials investigating
the national fungal menin-
gitis outbreak caused by
tainted steroid injections
had thought that the worst

was over. The number of new cases was
dwindling. Then came patients like Anna
Adair.

An avid gardener and dog-breeder,
Adair was rolled into a Michigan emer-
gency room in a wheelchair Nov. 15. She
had been bedridden for days, and that
morning a bolt of pain in her lower back
had caused her to tumble to the bath-

room floor.
Doctors quickly reached a disturbing

realization: An infection caused by black
mold had infiltrated her spine, near
where she had received an injection
made by a Massachusetts pharmacy, and
spread into the bone. It was not the
meningitis that sickened hundreds of
others in late summer and early fall, but
part of a frightening second wave of
fungal infections caused by contaminat-
ed drugs.

Dozens more people have now been
diagnosed with excruciating abscesses or
inflamed nerves in their backs that are
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Percentage of people exposed to
the contaminated steroids and
who became ill, by state:

Where they got sick

Mich.

Tenn.

Va.

N.C.

N.H.

R.I.

11.5
10.9
7.9

4
1.5
1.1

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention
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PATIENTS’ 2d PERIL
Contaminated injections that causedmeningitis outbreak
now leaving a spread of dangerous fungal infections

JEFFREY SAUGER FOR BOSTON GLOBE

Anna Adair, who received an injection made by a Bay State pharmacy, requires morphine to get out of bed.
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ARRAIGNMENT — Former state chemist Annie
Dookhan pleaded not guilty in Suffolk Superior
Court on Thursday to 15 charges of mishandling
and tainting drug evidence. A24.

By Casey Ross
GLOBE STAFF

Brian McGrory, a 23-year
veteran of The Boston Globe
who has led groundbreaking
coverage of corruption as an ed-
itor and whose columns have
made him an essential voice in
the region, will become the
news organization’s next editor.

McGrory, 51, will take over
the job immediately, replacing
Martin Baron, who left last
week to become editor of The
Washington Post. McGrory will
report to Globe publisher Chris-
topher M. Mayer.

The move puts New Eng-
land’s largest media organiza-
tion under the leadership of a
Boston native who has spent
most of his career at the Globe.

McGrory, who will give up his
column in the Metro section,
will oversee the editorial direc-
tion of the newspaper and its
websites, BostonGlobe.com
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Columnist McGrory
named editor of Globe

ESSDRAS M SUAREZ/ GLOBE STAFF

Brian McGrory received
colleagues’ long applause.

By Noah Bierman
GLOBE STAFF

William F. Weld’s return to
Boston seven weeks ago
seemed a twilight turn for the
restless executive – a soft land-
ing spot with a comfortable
lobbying office, in a town
where the waiters call him
governor and his wry humor
resonates with a certain gener-
ation.

That may be the case.
But another possibility has

emerged. Maybe the man who
had longed to be senator, am-
bassador, literary wit, and gov-
ernor of New York has a sixth

act in him. Maybe the timing,
so elusive in recent years, is
right again.

Consider what Weld now
has before him: A Senate seat
held by John F. Kerry, his one-

time rival, that looks likely to
open, and a Republican brand
in need of a jolt.

Sure, Senator Scott Brown
is the front-runner for the GOP
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Weld hovers near spotlight
Return brings
speculation of
a Senate run
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The timing may be right for ex-governor William F. Weld.

By Christopher Rowland
and Bobby Caina Calvan

GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Speaker John
Boehner failed to harness his unruly
House majority Thursday night and
canceled a planned vote on a bill to
extend income tax cuts for most
Americans while allowing rates to rise
on millionaires.

The turn of events appeared to
weaken Boehner’s hand in budget
negotiations with the White House. If
his bold gambit had passed, the Re-
publican leader would have gained a
fresh bargaining chip in talks with
President Obama. But the staunch re-
sistance of conservative Tea Party rep-
resentatives to tax increases of any
kind — despite closed-door entreaties
by the speaker — foiled that plan, and
his move, dubbed “Plan B,” backfired.

Now the most significant chance
for America to avoid a potentially dev-
astating $500 billion in automatic tax
rate increases and spending cuts on
Jan. 1 — the so-called fiscal cliff — is
for Obama and Boehner to return to
the negotiating table and hammer out
a deal that can attract the support of a
coalition of House Democrats and
more moderate Republicans.

It was not immediately clear
Thursday night how or when negotia-
tions toward such a solution might
continue. Boehner told his colleagues
in a closed meeting that he would re-
sume negotiations with Obama, the
Associated Press reported.

There was no confirmation from
the White House, which issued only a
brief statement after the lack of action
in the House: “We are hopeful that we
will be able to find a bipartisan solu-
tion quickly that protects the middle
class and our economy.’’

Congress planned to depart for a
holiday break Thursday night after
the House leadership suddenly aban-
doned its effort after a day of cajoling
and vote-wrangling fell short. The
Capitol is scheduled to go quiet until
the day after Christmas.

“Between now and next Wednes-
day, I am hopeful that the president,
the speaker, and others will work to-
gether to get an agreement that can be
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scans to screen all patients who 
have persistent back pain and 
received steroids from one of three 
contaminated batches. Previously, 
it advised scanning just those with 
new or worsening pain.  

“People could be walking 
around with infections and they do 
not know it,” said Dr. Varsha 
Moudgal, head of infectious 
disease at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
where Adair was hospitalized. “If 
they are untreated, they will cause 
pressure and damage to the spinal 
cord, and the concern then is about 
losing function.” 

Doctors at St. Joseph 
Mercy are scanning every patient 
with routine back pain who 
received a contaminated injection 
and have discovered infections 
among 14 percent of them. Among 
patients with new or worsening pain in Michigan, Tennessee, and North Carolina, MRIs 
have turned up infections in more than half. Since Nov. 29 alone, states have reported to 
the CDC at least 90 cases of spinal infections in patients who have not had meningitis. 

The unexpected back infections add another element of worry for the nearly 
14,000 patients across the country who received steroids laced with black mold from 
New England Compounding Center, amid what has been a trying 2½ months for many of 
them. While 39 patients have died, another 555 who have back infections, meningitis, or 
both, are facing an uncertain future. Many have relapsed and been hospitalized two or 
three times. Most have suffered debilitating side effects from antifungal drugs, including 
hallucinations. 

At St. Joseph Mercy, where 30 patients are still hospitalized with meningitis or 
spinal infections, several patients have significant kidney damage caused by 
amphotericin, the drug Adair received during her third hospital stay. Even those who 
have gone home must undergo regular blood tests, electrocardiograms, MRIs, and painful 
spinal taps so doctors can closely monitor their condition. 

Particularly distressing is that doctors do not know how long patients will require 
medication — estimates range from three months to a year — and whether the drugs will 
ultimately eliminate the fungus from their bodies, said a dozen patients, attorneys, and 

infectious disease specialists 
interviewed by the Globe. 

Dr. John Perfect of Duke 
University Medical Center, a 
leading fungal disease specialist, 
said the medical profession “is 
flying by the seat” of its pants. 

At the same time, 
investigators from the CDC and 
Food and Drug Administration are 
still searching for firm answers to 
basic questions about why the 
outbreak has progressed the way it 
has: Why did some states, such as 
Michigan and Tennessee, see a 
higher percentage of patients given 
the contaminated steroids get sick? 
And why is the number of patients 
with spinal infections still 
growing? 

“The doctor has been really 
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honest,” said Michael Mullins of High Point, N.C., who 
was diagnosed with meningitis on Oct. 5 and now has two 
small spinal abscesses. “We know meningitis can kind of 
linger. You can get sick later on in life. Whether this 
fungal meningitis will do this we don’t know. The only 
people who have lived through this kind of thing are those 
who are here now.” 

Adair, called Penny by her family and friends, had 
her first steroid injection from a contaminated batch Aug. 
16 at a pain clinic near her home in rural South Lyon, 
about 20 miles north of Ann Arbor. She experienced 
terrible pain for weeks afterward, but doctors believed it 
was due to her degenerative disc disease, and she had a 
second contaminated steroid injection on Sept. 17. 

By mid-October, Adair was in too much 
discomfort to walk, and her husband, a machine builder, 
drove her to the emergency room. It was the first of 41 
days she would spend in the hospital during three stays, 
including Thanksgiving and her 50th birthday; they had 
planned to celebrate with a backyard bonfire and cookout. 

Like many patients in the early days of the 
outbreak, Adair was initially misdiagnosed, with a 
pinched nerve, because her spinal fluid tested negative for 
meningitis. It was not until her second stay that doctors 
performed an MRI scan and found the abscess, she said. 
They put the mother of two on an antifungal drug called 
voriconazole and told her she would need a walker.  

After Adair’s husband wheeled her into the 
emergency room Nov. 15, doctors realized the infection 
was eating away her vertebrae. She teared up when they 
told her they would have to operate to drain fluid, scrape 
away infected portions of bone, and remove part of a disc.  

“If the fungus is allowed to grow and thrive, it will 
infect the nerves in the spine, and that has far more 
ominous implications for patients,” said Dr. Douglas 
Geiger, a neuro-surgeon at St. Joseph Mercy.  

After the surgery, doctors pumped a stronger and 
more toxic antifungal drug, amphotericin, into Adair’s 
body, but had to temporarily stop the lemon-colored 
intravenous drip because she was showing signs of kidney 
damage. “I had never been so scared in my life as when I 
thought it was attacking my kidneys,” she said. “I almost 
refused this treatment at the very end.” 

Michigan doctors have grown particularly 
aggressive about screening and treating patients, in part 
because the state received steroids from a batch they are 
calling a “hot lot” that appears to be more highly contaminated. Like Adair, most patients 
in the state received contaminated injections at Michigan Pain Specialists in Brighton, 
which got 400 vials of methylpredisolone acetate from lot 06292012@26, made by New 
England Compounding pharmacists in June. 

Tennessee health officials have found that patients injected with the steroid from 
this lot were four times as likely to develop fungal disease as those injected with steroids 
from the other two implicated lots. More fungus could have gotten into this lot during 
mixing at New England Compounding, or it could have sat on shelves longer, giving the 
mold more time to grow, doctors said. 

This lot might be one reason why a greater percentage of patients in Michigan got 
sick, or it could be that pain specialists there injected steroids in a way that made it easier 
for the fungus to take root and spread, Dr. John Jernigan of the CDC said in an interview. 
As to why the number of spinal infections is growing, specialists theorize that the 
incubation period could be longer than for meningitis or that it has taken longer for 
patients and doctors to recognize and report infections. 

Adair is now at home, taking antifungal pills and waiting for her incision to heal. 
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She requires morphine to get out of bed in the morning, but doctors have told her the pain 
should subside as her back heals. She has put breeding dogs and chickens, and tending 
her flower and vegetable gardens, on hold. Her husband, who depends on overtime to 
help make ends meet, did not get any extra pay last month while he helped care for her. 
They missed a mortgage payment and are working with the bank. 

“We are just lucky I didn’t die,” Adair said. “I just don’t want to lose my house 
over this.” 

Many of the patients stricken with meningitis early on are still dealing with the 
physical and emotional fallout from their disease. 

Virginia Milne, 65, developed meningitis while traveling with her family in 
Europe, and after 31 days in the hospital, she is now home coping with the side effects of 
treatment. Milne got a steroid injection in her lower back Sept. 5 because she did not 
want her chronic back pain to ruin the trip. By the time she arrived in London two weeks 
later, she had developed a terrible headache. 

Her husband wanted to return home to Virginia, but Milne insisted they go on to 
Ireland to meet a cousin. There she ended up in a small rural hospital, but they had not 
heard about the fungal meningitis outbreak in the United States, so she was not diagnosed 
until she got back. At one point, amphotericin caused such serious side effects — acute 
kidney failure and fluid in her lungs — that doctors pulled her off the medication. 

“Late at night when there was no one there to talk to I would think, maybe this is 
how multiple organ failure occurs,” she said. 

Now, side effects from a different drug include trouble concentrating, an unsettled 
stomach, swollen feet and ankles, and hand tremors. 

“My doctors are not willing to say it’s the drug and it will get better,” she said. 
“They are hopeful, but this is all uncharted territory.” 
 

Liz Kowalczyk can be reached at kowalczyk@globe.com. 


