
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

By Kay Lazar, Globe Staff 
 

Shortly before a national fungal meningitis outbreak was linked to New England 
Compounding Center, the Framingham company sent customers a “Quality Assurance 
Report Card” trumpeting the cleanliness of its labs, even as internal tests showed 
widespread contamination. 

Charts sent to customers and obtained by the Globe show that in the first half of 
2012, there were no instances of contamination exceeding the accepted standard on 
surfaces in the “clean rooms,” where the company produced sterile injectable medications 
such as the steroid now linked to 28 deaths.  

But during that same period, the company’s own internal testing showed that 33 
surface samples from the clean rooms contained bacteria or mold at levels requiring 
corrective action to remove contamination, according to company records. These test 
results were disclosed in a report released Friday by federal investigators. 

Pharmacy and laboratory safety consultants said New England Compounding’s 
report card, sent to the Globe from a hospital that bought from the pharmacy, directly 
contradicts the findings of the company’s internal testing. The hospital provided the 
pharmacy report card on the condition it not be identified. 

Three consultants who were shown the report card by the Globe said it lacks basic 
scientific data — such as how many tests were conducted to detect bacterial and mold 
contamination — that hospitals and other health facilities should have requested from the 
compounder to determine whether the company’s facility and products were up to the 
industry standards. They described it as a promotional brochure rather than a technical 
report. 
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The value of single-family
homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
closure petitions dropped
statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
the Copley Square area un-
der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.

CHOCOLATE, DROPS

Wednesday:Mostly cloudy, a few
showers. High 63-68. Low 48-53.
Thursday: Some sunny breaks.

High 58-63. Low 45-50.
High tide: 12:41 a.m., 12:46 p.m.
Sunrise: 7:17 Sunset: 5:38
Full report: Page B11
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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Despite
bacteria,
a clean
report
Drug firm found
contaminants,
gave assurances

By James Barron
NEW YORK TIMES

The hardest-hit areas of the
Atlantic Seaboard began the
daunting process Tuesday of
rebuilding after a storm that
remade the landscape and
rewrote the record books as it
left behind a tableau of dam-
age, destruction, and grief.

The toll in New York alone —
in lives disrupted or lost and
communities washed out —
was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
houses to ash in Queens. Explo-
sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
subway system — a lifeline for
millions — was paralyzed by
flooded tunnels and was ex-
pected to remain silent for days.

Accidents claimed more
than 40 lives in the United
States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
— an 11-year-old Little League
star and a 13-year-old friend —
were killed when a 90-foot-tall
tree smashed into the family

STORM, Page A11

Storm has millions reeling
Death, ruination
in Eastern US
and beyond

By Peter Schworm
and Martine Powers

GLOBE STAFF

WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.

MASSACHUSETTS, Page A10

Outages
but words
of relief
in Mass.

By Callum Borchers
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mitt Romney will resume
campaigning Wednesday in
Florida, a politically delicate
task given the need to engage
voters while also acknowledg-
ing the disaster wrought by
Hurricane Sandy 1,000 miles
to the north. President Obama,

canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
campaigning on hold on Mon-
day and Tuesday and turned
their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.

Christie, a Romney surro-
gate and typically a harsh critic
of the president, relayed a dif-
ferent message Tuesday after
saying he has spoken with

Obama repeatedly about disas-
ter response. “The president
has been outstanding in this
and so have the folks at FE-
MA,’’ he said on NBC’s “Today
Show.’’

The aftermath of the storm
amid the deadlocked presiden-
tial race presents Romney and

CAMPAIGN, Page A7

Obama to visit N.J.; Romney returning to trail

Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.

Utilities respond
The state’s largest power compa-
nies, criticized during last year’s
storms, appear to be repairing lines
and restoring service faster. A10.

Colleges change dates
Major schools in Massachusetts and
across the nation are extending
their November early admissions
deadlines because of the storm. B3.

KEITH BEDFORD/REUTERS

Flooded streets kept firefighters away when a blaze tore through homes in New York’s Rockaway area on Tuesday.

WENDY MAEDA/GLOBE STAFF

A worker was lifted on Larch Road in
Cambridge, where a large tree fell.

JUSTIN LANE/EPA

The storm left cars partially submerged in a New York City parking
lot. It also left entire streets and seven subway tunnels under water.

By Frank Phillips
GLOBE STAFF

BROOKLINE — Beneath a
steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-

DOOR KNOCKING, Page A6

InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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in lives disrupted or lost and
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was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
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sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
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flooded tunnels and was ex-
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States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
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WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.
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canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
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their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.
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gate and typically a harsh critic
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ferent message Tuesday after
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Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.
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steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-
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Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
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Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
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doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-

DOOR KNOCKING, Page A6

InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.

abcde
W e d n e s d a y , O c t o b e r 3 1 , 2 0 1 2

For breaking news, updated
stories, and more, visit our website:

BostonGlobe.com

The value of single-family
homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
closure petitions dropped
statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
the Copley Square area un-
der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.

CHOCOLATE, DROPS

Wednesday:Mostly cloudy, a few
showers. High 63-68. Low 48-53.
Thursday: Some sunny breaks.

High 58-63. Low 45-50.
High tide: 12:41 a.m., 12:46 p.m.
Sunrise: 7:17 Sunset: 5:38
Full report: Page B11

V O L U M E 2 8 2
N U M B E R 1 2 3

Suggestedretailprice

$1.25
$2.00outsideof
GreaterBoston

*

Inside
Features
Business B5-7
Deaths B8-10
Editorials A12
Lottery B2
Weather B11

©2012Globe Newspaper Co.

Classified
Bus. opport. B7
Com. r. estate B7
Legal notices B4
g
TV/Radio, Comics,
Crossword, Sudoku,
KenKen, Movies,
Horoscope

TODAY IN G
SPORTS

Celtics drop opener!"#$% &'(#)
*+" ,(-#" ./0 PATRIOTS KEPT UP PRESSURE

In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the

MENINGITIS, Page A9

Despite
bacteria,
a clean
report
Drug firm found
contaminants,
gave assurances

By James Barron
NEW YORK TIMES

The hardest-hit areas of the
Atlantic Seaboard began the
daunting process Tuesday of
rebuilding after a storm that
remade the landscape and
rewrote the record books as it
left behind a tableau of dam-
age, destruction, and grief.

The toll in New York alone —
in lives disrupted or lost and
communities washed out —
was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
houses to ash in Queens. Explo-
sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
subway system — a lifeline for
millions — was paralyzed by
flooded tunnels and was ex-
pected to remain silent for days.

Accidents claimed more
than 40 lives in the United
States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
— an 11-year-old Little League
star and a 13-year-old friend —
were killed when a 90-foot-tall
tree smashed into the family
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Storm has millions reeling
Death, ruination
in Eastern US
and beyond

By Peter Schworm
and Martine Powers

GLOBE STAFF

WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.

MASSACHUSETTS, Page A10

Outages
but words
of relief
in Mass.

By Callum Borchers
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mitt Romney will resume
campaigning Wednesday in
Florida, a politically delicate
task given the need to engage
voters while also acknowledg-
ing the disaster wrought by
Hurricane Sandy 1,000 miles
to the north. President Obama,

canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
campaigning on hold on Mon-
day and Tuesday and turned
their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.

Christie, a Romney surro-
gate and typically a harsh critic
of the president, relayed a dif-
ferent message Tuesday after
saying he has spoken with

Obama repeatedly about disas-
ter response. “The president
has been outstanding in this
and so have the folks at FE-
MA,’’ he said on NBC’s “Today
Show.’’

The aftermath of the storm
amid the deadlocked presiden-
tial race presents Romney and

CAMPAIGN, Page A7

Obama to visit N.J.; Romney returning to trail

Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.

Utilities respond
The state’s largest power compa-
nies, criticized during last year’s
storms, appear to be repairing lines
and restoring service faster. A10.

Colleges change dates
Major schools in Massachusetts and
across the nation are extending
their November early admissions
deadlines because of the storm. B3.

KEITH BEDFORD/REUTERS

Flooded streets kept firefighters away when a blaze tore through homes in New York’s Rockaway area on Tuesday.

WENDY MAEDA/GLOBE STAFF

A worker was lifted on Larch Road in
Cambridge, where a large tree fell.

JUSTIN LANE/EPA

The storm left cars partially submerged in a New York City parking
lot. It also left entire streets and seven subway tunnels under water.

By Frank Phillips
GLOBE STAFF

BROOKLINE — Beneath a
steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-

DOOR KNOCKING, Page A6

InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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The value of single-family
homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
closure petitions dropped
statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
the Copley Square area un-
der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.
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Wednesday:Mostly cloudy, a few
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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Despite
bacteria,
a clean
report
Drug firm found
contaminants,
gave assurances

By James Barron
NEW YORK TIMES

The hardest-hit areas of the
Atlantic Seaboard began the
daunting process Tuesday of
rebuilding after a storm that
remade the landscape and
rewrote the record books as it
left behind a tableau of dam-
age, destruction, and grief.

The toll in New York alone —
in lives disrupted or lost and
communities washed out —
was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
houses to ash in Queens. Explo-
sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
subway system — a lifeline for
millions — was paralyzed by
flooded tunnels and was ex-
pected to remain silent for days.

Accidents claimed more
than 40 lives in the United
States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
— an 11-year-old Little League
star and a 13-year-old friend —
were killed when a 90-foot-tall
tree smashed into the family
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Storm has millions reeling
Death, ruination
in Eastern US
and beyond
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WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.

MASSACHUSETTS, Page A10

Outages
but words
of relief
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By Callum Borchers
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mitt Romney will resume
campaigning Wednesday in
Florida, a politically delicate
task given the need to engage
voters while also acknowledg-
ing the disaster wrought by
Hurricane Sandy 1,000 miles
to the north. President Obama,

canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
campaigning on hold on Mon-
day and Tuesday and turned
their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.

Christie, a Romney surro-
gate and typically a harsh critic
of the president, relayed a dif-
ferent message Tuesday after
saying he has spoken with

Obama repeatedly about disas-
ter response. “The president
has been outstanding in this
and so have the folks at FE-
MA,’’ he said on NBC’s “Today
Show.’’

The aftermath of the storm
amid the deadlocked presiden-
tial race presents Romney and
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Obama to visit N.J.; Romney returning to trail

Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.

Utilities respond
The state’s largest power compa-
nies, criticized during last year’s
storms, appear to be repairing lines
and restoring service faster. A10.

Colleges change dates
Major schools in Massachusetts and
across the nation are extending
their November early admissions
deadlines because of the storm. B3.

KEITH BEDFORD/REUTERS

Flooded streets kept firefighters away when a blaze tore through homes in New York’s Rockaway area on Tuesday.

WENDY MAEDA/GLOBE STAFF

A worker was lifted on Larch Road in
Cambridge, where a large tree fell.

JUSTIN LANE/EPA

The storm left cars partially submerged in a New York City parking
lot. It also left entire streets and seven subway tunnels under water.

By Frank Phillips
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BROOKLINE — Beneath a
steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-
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InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.
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Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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The value of single-family
homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
closure petitions dropped
statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
the Copley Square area un-
der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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Despite
bacteria,
a clean
report
Drug firm found
contaminants,
gave assurances

By James Barron
NEW YORK TIMES

The hardest-hit areas of the
Atlantic Seaboard began the
daunting process Tuesday of
rebuilding after a storm that
remade the landscape and
rewrote the record books as it
left behind a tableau of dam-
age, destruction, and grief.

The toll in New York alone —
in lives disrupted or lost and
communities washed out —
was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
houses to ash in Queens. Explo-
sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
subway system — a lifeline for
millions — was paralyzed by
flooded tunnels and was ex-
pected to remain silent for days.

Accidents claimed more
than 40 lives in the United
States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
— an 11-year-old Little League
star and a 13-year-old friend —
were killed when a 90-foot-tall
tree smashed into the family
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in Eastern US
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WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.
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By Callum Borchers
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mitt Romney will resume
campaigning Wednesday in
Florida, a politically delicate
task given the need to engage
voters while also acknowledg-
ing the disaster wrought by
Hurricane Sandy 1,000 miles
to the north. President Obama,

canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
campaigning on hold on Mon-
day and Tuesday and turned
their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.

Christie, a Romney surro-
gate and typically a harsh critic
of the president, relayed a dif-
ferent message Tuesday after
saying he has spoken with

Obama repeatedly about disas-
ter response. “The president
has been outstanding in this
and so have the folks at FE-
MA,’’ he said on NBC’s “Today
Show.’’

The aftermath of the storm
amid the deadlocked presiden-
tial race presents Romney and
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Obama to visit N.J.; Romney returning to trail

Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.

Utilities respond
The state’s largest power compa-
nies, criticized during last year’s
storms, appear to be repairing lines
and restoring service faster. A10.

Colleges change dates
Major schools in Massachusetts and
across the nation are extending
their November early admissions
deadlines because of the storm. B3.
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Flooded streets kept firefighters away when a blaze tore through homes in New York’s Rockaway area on Tuesday.
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A worker was lifted on Larch Road in
Cambridge, where a large tree fell.
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The storm left cars partially submerged in a New York City parking
lot. It also left entire streets and seven subway tunnels under water.

By Frank Phillips
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BROOKLINE — Beneath a
steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-
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InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.
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Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
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statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
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der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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Despite
bacteria,
a clean
report
Drug firm found
contaminants,
gave assurances

By James Barron
NEW YORK TIMES

The hardest-hit areas of the
Atlantic Seaboard began the
daunting process Tuesday of
rebuilding after a storm that
remade the landscape and
rewrote the record books as it
left behind a tableau of dam-
age, destruction, and grief.

The toll in New York alone —
in lives disrupted or lost and
communities washed out —
was staggering. A rampaging
fire reduced more than 100
houses to ash in Queens. Explo-
sions and downed power lines
left the lower half of Manhattan
and 90 percent of Long Island
in the dark. The New York City
subway system — a lifeline for
millions — was paralyzed by
flooded tunnels and was ex-
pected to remain silent for days.

Accidents claimed more
than 40 lives in the United
States and Canada, including
18 in New York City. Two boys
— an 11-year-old Little League
star and a 13-year-old friend —
were killed when a 90-foot-tall
tree smashed into the family
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Storm has millions reeling
Death, ruination
in Eastern US
and beyond

By Peter Schworm
and Martine Powers

GLOBE STAFF

WESTPORT — More than
200,000 customers went with-
out power for a second day, and
some local roads remained
blocked by trees as Hurricane
Sandy cleanup crews worked
Tuesday to clear flooded areas,
unclog debris-strewn roads,
and repair power lines.

Overall, damage was rela-
tively modest, and state officials
expressed relief that the area
was spared the vast destruction
that struck the New York and
New Jersey coasts.

“We are very, very fortunate
indeed,” Governor Deval Pat-
rick said at a news conference
to update recovery efforts. “It
turned out OK, on the whole.”

After the storm, more than
30 “rapid response” teams were
dispatched across the state to
assess the damage. Utilities re-
ported that power outages were
concentrated in coastal towns,
which were battered by high
winds and tides, and in leafy
suburbs, which sustained sig-
nificant tree damage.
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Outages
but words
of relief
in Mass.

By Callum Borchers
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Mitt Romney will resume
campaigning Wednesday in
Florida, a politically delicate
task given the need to engage
voters while also acknowledg-
ing the disaster wrought by
Hurricane Sandy 1,000 miles
to the north. President Obama,

canceling his slate of events in
Ohio, will tour devastated
neighborhoods with Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie in
New Jersey.

Both candidates put overt
campaigning on hold on Mon-
day and Tuesday and turned
their attention to a storm that
has killed more than two doz-

en people across seven states.
Romney helped collect relief
supplies in Ohio; Obama spoke
with governors and mayors in
hard-hit areas.

Christie, a Romney surro-
gate and typically a harsh critic
of the president, relayed a dif-
ferent message Tuesday after
saying he has spoken with

Obama repeatedly about disas-
ter response. “The president
has been outstanding in this
and so have the folks at FE-
MA,’’ he said on NBC’s “Today
Show.’’

The aftermath of the storm
amid the deadlocked presiden-
tial race presents Romney and
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Obama to visit N.J.; Romney returning to trail

Travel still curtailed
Air and ground transportation from
Boston to hard-hit New York will
remain limited on Wednesday. B3.

Many claims expected
Local insurance companies pre-
pared for a flood of filings, and
economists estimated that the
storm could cause $30 billion to
$50 billion in losses overall. B5.

Utilities respond
The state’s largest power compa-
nies, criticized during last year’s
storms, appear to be repairing lines
and restoring service faster. A10.

Colleges change dates
Major schools in Massachusetts and
across the nation are extending
their November early admissions
deadlines because of the storm. B3.

KEITH BEDFORD/REUTERS

Flooded streets kept firefighters away when a blaze tore through homes in New York’s Rockaway area on Tuesday.

WENDY MAEDA/GLOBE STAFF

A worker was lifted on Larch Road in
Cambridge, where a large tree fell.

JUSTIN LANE/EPA

The storm left cars partially submerged in a New York City parking
lot. It also left entire streets and seven subway tunnels under water.

By Frank Phillips
GLOBE STAFF

BROOKLINE — Beneath a
steady Sunday afternoon driz-
zle, Julie and Michael Rafferty
pile into their blue Honda Civic,
she at the wheel, he riding shot-
gun, a clipboard between them.

The target set by Elizabeth
Warren’s campaign: Make 60
get-out-the-vote visits in a sin-
gle afternoon. Ambitious, but
doable. Less a sales pitch than a
pop quiz, each visit is intended
to assess support for Warren, or
her opponent, Scott Brown.

A man answers the door on

Jamaica Road. Barely a few
words into Julie Rafferty’s pat-
ter, he smiles and cuts her off.

“I hope she wins,” he says.
But does he know where to

find his polling place? Will he
need a ride to the polls on Nov.
6? Good thing, too. His polling
place had changed and he had
no idea.

The Democratic get-out-the-
vote machine in Massachusetts
— a concept developed in large
part by former governor Mi-
chael Dukakis over his career —
has long been on the cutting
edge of grass-roots campaign

organizing nationwide. With
Warren locked in a tight battle
to unseat Brown, Democrats in
this state hope an updated ver-
sion of those ground efforts will
again help give them an edge.

Brown’s campaign has its
own get-out-the-vote effort, co-
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InWarren camp, a door-to-door formula
Plan is abandoned
for a final debate
Senator Scott Brown said he
cannot reschedule Tuesday’s
event, from which he bowed
out after saying the storm
could not keep him away. B1.

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Brookline resident Tom Kennedy was quizzed by Julie
Rafferty, a volunteer for Elizabeth Warren’s campaign.
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The value of single-family
homes rose in the Boston ar-
ea for the fifth straight
month in August, and fore-
closure petitions dropped
statewide in September. B5.

A Mexican man pleaded
guilty to the 2010 killing of a
US Border Patrol agent, the
biggest conviction to date in-
volving a botched gun-smug-
gling investigation. A2.

Syrian regime fire killed 18
people and flattened a neigh-
borhood in restive Douma,
and five rebel fighters died in
fighting nearby. A3.

Boston police released tran-
scripts of witnesses’ ac-
counts of the Cocoanut
Grove fire as the 70th anni-
versary neared of the blaze
that took 492 lives. B1.

A 33-story hotel and residen-
tial complex would rise in
the Copley Square area un-
der a plan by Saunders Hotel
Group principals. B5.
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In the news

By Kay Lazar
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Shortly before a national
fungal meningitis outbreak was
linked to New England Com-
pounding Center, the Framing-
ham company sent customers a
“Quality Assurance Report
Card” trumpeting the cleanli-
ness of its labs, even as internal
tests showed widespread con-
tamination.

Charts sent to customers
and obtained by the Globe
show that in the first half of
2012, there were no instances
of contamination exceeding the
accepted standard on surfaces
in the “clean rooms,” where the
company produced sterile in-
jectable medications such as
the steroid now linked to 28
deaths.

But during that same peri-
od, the company’s own internal
testing showed that 33 surface
samples from the clean rooms
contained bacteria or mold at
levels requiring corrective ac-
tion to remove contamination,
according to company records.
These test results were dis-
closed in a report released Fri-
day by federal investigators.

Pharmacy and laboratory
safety consultants said New
England Compounding’s report
card, sent to the Globe from a
hospital that bought from the
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“Their marketing material is baloney. They are just saying what they want to 
say,” said Stephen Runge, president of nanoCLEAN Decontamination Services, a Quincy 
company that decontaminates laboratory clean rooms after impurities are detected. 

A New England Compounding spokesman said the company would have no 
comment.  

Two of the three lots of steroids that have been linked to 363 cases of meningitis 
and joint infections across 19 states were produced during the period covered by the 
company’s report card, which was sent to an unknown number of its more than 3,000 
customers. Those customers include hospitals, clinics, and doctors’ offices. 

The report card stated that the company’s “extensive” testing of finished products 
for sterility and microbial contaminants had a 100 percent success rate from January 
through June 2012, though the report did not include the number of tests conducted. The 
customer report, adorned with a picture of a lab technician covered head to toe in 
protective clothing, stated in a cover letter that its quality systems and facilities are “in a 
state of control.” 

“The results of our internal review . . . demonstrate that NECC meets and is in 
continued compliance with all applicable requirements and standards,” said the report, 
signed by Barry Cadden, a co-owner of the company and its former lead pharmacist. 
Cadden encouraged customers to keep the report on file to show the Joint Commission, a 
private accrediting agency, and government regulators during inspections. 

Elizabeth Zhani, spokeswoman for the Joint Commission, said that the agency’s 
inspectors do not 
specifically ask hospitals for 
a copy of sterility reports 
from their outside 
compounding pharmacies. 
Instead, inspectors typically 
review copies of contracts a 
hospital signs with outside 
contractors, including 
compounding pharmacies. 
The commission’s 
regulations do not specify 
whether those contracts 
must include reports from 
pharmacies about sterility 
testing. 

New England 
Compounding closed earlier 
this month and state 
regulators have sought 
permanent surrender of its 
pharmacy license, as well as 
permanent revocation of the 
licenses of the company’s 
three pharmacists, including 
Cadden and his wife, Lisa 
Conigliaro Cadden. The 
Food and Drug 
Administration, which is 
among several federal and 
state agencies investigating 
New England 
Compounding, released a 
report Friday depicting lax 
safety practices and 
widespread contamination 
inside the company’s labs 
between January and 
September. 

Federal investigators 
found visible mold, 
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including 83 vials from one lot of the tainted steroid used to treat back pain that contained 
“greenish black foreign matter.” That lot was produced in August. 

The FDA report said that the company’s own environmental testing showed 
bacteria and mold in numerous spots in two clean rooms that were at levels above New 
England Compounding’s own “action limits” — the level at which remedial action 
should be taken to remove contaminants. But there is no evidence that the company 
investigated further or took corrective measures, the report said. 

And, the company did not assess whether products made in the rooms on the days 
samples were taken could have become contaminated. 

According to the FDA report, every one of the 62 surface samples taken in two 
clean rooms contained bacteria or mold, and more than half exceeded the action level. 

By comparison, New England Compounding’s report to customers stated that 
between January and June, there was no contamination found on surfaces in the clean 
rooms that was outside the norm — what the company called an “excursion rate.” 

It reported a 0.25 percent excursion rate for air monitoring in the clean rooms. 
The FDA report said the company’s internal documents showed two of five air samples 
taken during the same period exceeded the action level, or 40 percent. 

The company’s customer report also stated that its “media fill success rate” — 
routine tests that certify staffers are correctly preparing sterile medications — found 100 
percent success. 

New England Compounding “has established an extensive environmental 
monitoring program for surface and air samples for clean room areas to ensure 
preparations are compounded in the cleanest environment possible and to document 
compliance with [industry] requirements,” the company’s report card stated. 

Eric Kastango, president of Clinical IQ, a New Jersey-based pharmacist and 
safety consultant to the industry, said he has found that health care organizations often 
don’t know what questions to ask compounders to determine whether the companies are 
complying with industry standards. 

“If you have a nice glossy brochure, and you represent that you can fill a need 
with all the drug shortages, nobody really wants to ask the hard questions,” he said. “You 
are led to believe by these vendors they are legitimate, but it’s not really independently 
vetted out.” 

 
Kay Lazar can be reached at klazar@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter 

@GlobeKayLazar.  


