
 

 

 

 
 
By Kay Lazar, Globe Staff 
 

The top executives of New England Compounding Center are likely to be 
criminally prosecuted on federal charges that carry possible prison sentences, according 
to former prosecutors who cite the large number of people harmed, allegedly by 
contaminated steroids made by the Framingham pharmacy. 

US Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz, whose Boston office is known for aggressive 
prosecution of health care companies, acknowledged in a statement last month that she is 
probing New England Compounding, but has declined further comment. Agents from the 
US Food and Drug Administration’s Office of Criminal Investigations were seen last 
month combing through the company’s Framingham offices. 

“If there is a federal charge, there is probably going to be jail time” sought, said 
Todd Graves, a former Missouri US attorney who in 2002 prosecuted Robert Courtney, a 
Kansas City pharmacist on several federal counts related to diluting chemotherapy drugs 
for thousands of cancer patients. Courtney, who pleaded guilty, was sentenced to 30 years 
in jail. 

Graves said public outrage at the time bolstered his leverage in the case, a factor 
he believes will give prosecutors an edge this time, too. 

“There is a lot of anger and not just among those who are hurt, but anyone who 
looks at this situation, and judges, juries they are all affected by these types of things,” 
Graves said. “The wind would be at your back” as a prosecutor appealing to the jury. 

Thirty-four deaths have been blamed on pain injections made by New England 
Compounding, and 490 patients have developed fungal meningitis or other infections 
after getting the steroid shots in their backs or joints, according to the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Graves and other former federal prosecutors and legal specialists interviewed by 
the Globe said the US attorney’s office is likely to focus on three charges against New 
England Compounding: selling adulterated (in this case contaminated) drugs in violation 
of the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act; fraud; and false claims, for defrauding 
Medicare and Medicaid through the company’s sales of medications that were unsafe to 
thousands of hospitals and pain clinics nation-wide that, in turn, billed the government 
for treatment of patients insured through these programs. 

Penalties for those charges typically range from a maximum of three to 20 years 

abcde
W e d n e s d a y , N o v e m b e r 2 1 , 2 0 1 2

In the news

For breaking news, updated
stories, and more, visit our website:

BostonGlobe.com

Charles Jaynes, convicted of
a notorious 1997 murder,
sought court permission to
change his name, drawing
strong opposition from Rob-
ert Curley, father of 10-year-
old victim Jeffrey Curley. B1.

Britain gave official recogni-
tion to the new Syrian oppo-
sition coalitionwhile vio-
lence intensified in the capi-
tal city of Damascus. A3.

Lawyers for the Kraft Group
and the family of a car-crash
victim argued over the mer-
its of a lawsuit that faults the
Gillette Stadium owners for
the alcohol use that led to
the accident. B1.

Attorney General Martha
Coakley joined 41 of her
counterparts in urging Con-
gress to extend a tax break
for struggling homeowners
who are allowed to jettison
mortgage debt. B5.

A Texas woman was sen-
tenced to 80 years in prison
in connection with a fatal fire
that broke out at her in-
home day care center while
she was out shopping. A2.

With his quick trip, President
Obama appeared to achieve
the goal of conveying the im-
portance the nation attaches
to Southeast Asia. A6.

Two former top executives in
Rupert Murdoch’s British
newspaper operations will
be chargedwith paying
bribes of up to $160,000 to
public officials, prosecutors
said in London. A4.

Former US senator Warren B.
Rudman died at 82. The New
Hampshire Republican bat-
tled deficits and helped lead
a panel that warned of a ter-
rorist strike before the 9/11
attacks. B12.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.

POINT OF VIEW:
DERRICK Z. JACKSON

“The purpose of Thanks-
giving, according to Lin-
coln, was to ask the ‘al-
mighty hand to heal the
wounds of the nation and
to restore it . . . to the full
enjoyment of peace, har-
mony, tranquility, and
union.’ Lincoln did not
have the likes of Target,
Walmart, or Kmart in
mind.” A15.

DAPPLED SKY

Wednesday:Variable cloudiness.
High 48-53. Low 39-44.

Thursday:Mostly sunny, milder.
High 50-55. Low 36-41.

High tide: 5:06 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Sunrise: 6:43 Sunset: 4:17
Full report: Page B13
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By Kay Lazar
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The top executives of New
England Compounding Center
are likely to be criminally prose-
cuted on federal charges that
carry possible prison sentences,
according to former prosecu-
tors who cite the large number
of people harmed, allegedly by
contaminated steroids made by
the Framingham pharmacy.

US Attorney Carmen M.
Ortiz, whose Boston office is
known for aggressive prosecu-
tion of health care companies,
acknowledged in a statement
last month that she is probing
New England Compounding,
but has declined further com-
ment. Agents from the US Food
and Drug Administration’s
Office of Criminal Investiga-
tions were seen last month
combing through the compa-
ny’s Framingham offices.

“If there is a federal charge,
there is probably going to be jail
time” sought, said Todd Graves,
a former Missouri US attorney
who in 2002 prosecuted Robert
Courtney, a Kansas City phar-
macist on several federal counts
related to diluting chemothera-
py drugs for thousands of
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Pharmacy
case may
see call for
jail time
US prosecutor’s
decision awaited

By Michael B. Farrell
GLOBE STAFF

The Patrick administration
is pressing Amazon.com Inc.
to begin collecting sales taxes
from Massachusetts custom-
ers as early as next year, argu-
ing it is no longer exempt un-
der federal law from charging
the tax.

Under federal law, online
retailers do not have to collect
sales taxes from Massachu-
setts buyers unless the compa-
ny has a physical presence,
such as an office or store, in
the state. But officials in the
administration of Governor
Deval Patrick contend that
Amazon’s purchase of a North
Reading technology firm, Kiva
Systems, earlier this year, as
well as its ongoing efforts to
recruit engineers for a new of-

AMAZON, Page A13

State prods
Amazon
to collect
sales taxes

By Sarah Shemkus
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

M
EDFORD — Buck Roll-
ins never gets sick of
pie. Not at the begin-
ning of an overnight
bakery shift, facing 12

or more hours of pressing dough or pil-
ing fruit into pans. Not six hours later,
when he finds his groove and pie-mak-
ing takes on a Zen-like rhythm. Not
even at the end of the night, when up to
2,500 pies have passed through his
hands.

“You gotta have the right amount of
caffeine, you gotta have the right

amount of sleep, you gotta have the
right amount of food,” said Rollins, im-
parting his recipe for round-the-clock
baking. “It’s exciting.”

Rollins leads the 38-person pastry
team at the Whole Foods Bread and Cir-
cus Bakehouse here, playing a key role
in churning out 80,000 pies destined for
dinner tables throughout New England,
New Jersey, and New York City. As
Americans sit down for their annual rit-
ual of family, turkey, and overeating,
they can expect to spend on average
$49.48 to make a Thanksgiving dinner
for 10, including $5.53 to make two

PIES, Page A16

Holiday recipe: flour, butter,
fruit, and nonstop bakeries

BILL GREENE/GLOBE STAFF

Irma Morales and Sonam Dorjee assembled pies at Whole Foods’ bakery.

By David D. Kirkpatrick
and Ethan Bronner

NEW YORK TIMES

JERUSALEM — Efforts to
agree on a cease-fire between
Israel and Hamas intensified
Tuesday, but the struggle to
achieve even a brief pause in
the fighting emphasized the
obstacles to finding any lasting
solution.

On the deadliest day of

fighting in the week-old con-
flict, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton arrived hur-
riedly in Jerusalem and met
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel to push for
a truce. She was due in Cairo
on Wednesday to consult with
Egyptian officials in contact
with Hamas, placing her and
the Obama administration at
the center of a fraught process

with multiple parties, inter-
ests, and demands.

Officials on all sides had
raised expectations that a
cease-fire would begin around
midnight, followed by negotia-
tions for a longer-term agree-
ment. But by the end of Tues-
day, officials with Hamas, the
militant Islamist group that
governs Gaza, said any an-
nouncement would not come

at least until Wednesday.
The Israelis, who have

massed tens of thousands of
troops on the Gaza border and
have threatened to invade for a
second time in four years to
end the rocket fire from Gaza,
never publicly backed the idea
of a short break in fighting.
They said they were open to a
diplomatic accord but were

GAZA, Page A8

US joins mounting effort
for Israel-Hamas truce

MOHAMMED SALEM/REUTERS

Smoke rose over Gaza City Tuesday night after an apparent Israeli air strike on the deadliest day of the fighting.

SAID KHATIB/POOL /REUTERS

Arab League chief Nabil Elaraby (third left) met with
Hamas’s Atallah Abu Sibah (right) in Gaza.

BAZ RATNER /REUTERS

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in Jerusalem.

By Tracy Jan
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Massa-
chusetts’ hospitals and re-
search universities, twin pil-
lars of the state economy, face
a double-barreled threat from

looming cuts in federal fund-
ing if lawmakers do not com-
promise on a plan to curb the
national debt by the end of the
year.

Not only does Massachu-
setts face deep cuts in medical
research grants from agencies
like the National Institutes of
Health, but also in health re-
search funded under a little

known Defense Department
program.

Massachusetts receives
more than $3 billion a year in
medical research funding,
more per capita than any oth-
er state, making it unusually
vulnerable to the impending
cuts. At risk is research into
basic life science, as well as
diseases.

A recent report from the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science esti-
mates that Massachusetts
stands to lose $3.1 billion – a
decrease of 8.4 percent — in
military and civilian federal
research and development
grants over the next five years,
roughly half of which goes to

RESEARCH, Page A12

Mass. medical researchers’ funds at risk
Civilian, defense
grants crucial
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The top executives of New
England Compounding Center
are likely to be criminally prose-
cuted on federal charges that
carry possible prison sentences,
according to former prosecu-
tors who cite the large number
of people harmed, allegedly by
contaminated steroids made by
the Framingham pharmacy.

US Attorney Carmen M.
Ortiz, whose Boston office is
known for aggressive prosecu-
tion of health care companies,
acknowledged in a statement
last month that she is probing
New England Compounding,
but has declined further com-
ment. Agents from the US Food
and Drug Administration’s
Office of Criminal Investiga-
tions were seen last month
combing through the compa-
ny’s Framingham offices.

“If there is a federal charge,
there is probably going to be jail
time” sought, said Todd Graves,
a former Missouri US attorney
who in 2002 prosecuted Robert
Courtney, a Kansas City phar-
macist on several federal counts
related to diluting chemothera-
py drugs for thousands of
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The Patrick administration
is pressing Amazon.com Inc.
to begin collecting sales taxes
from Massachusetts custom-
ers as early as next year, argu-
ing it is no longer exempt un-
der federal law from charging
the tax.

Under federal law, online
retailers do not have to collect
sales taxes from Massachu-
setts buyers unless the compa-
ny has a physical presence,
such as an office or store, in
the state. But officials in the
administration of Governor
Deval Patrick contend that
Amazon’s purchase of a North
Reading technology firm, Kiva
Systems, earlier this year, as
well as its ongoing efforts to
recruit engineers for a new of-
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ing takes on a Zen-like rhythm. Not
even at the end of the night, when up to
2,500 pies have passed through his
hands.

“You gotta have the right amount of
caffeine, you gotta have the right

amount of sleep, you gotta have the
right amount of food,” said Rollins, im-
parting his recipe for round-the-clock
baking. “It’s exciting.”

Rollins leads the 38-person pastry
team at the Whole Foods Bread and Cir-
cus Bakehouse here, playing a key role
in churning out 80,000 pies destined for
dinner tables throughout New England,
New Jersey, and New York City. As
Americans sit down for their annual rit-
ual of family, turkey, and overeating,
they can expect to spend on average
$49.48 to make a Thanksgiving dinner
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JERUSALEM — Efforts to
agree on a cease-fire between
Israel and Hamas intensified
Tuesday, but the struggle to
achieve even a brief pause in
the fighting emphasized the
obstacles to finding any lasting
solution.

On the deadliest day of

fighting in the week-old con-
flict, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton arrived hur-
riedly in Jerusalem and met
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel to push for
a truce. She was due in Cairo
on Wednesday to consult with
Egyptian officials in contact
with Hamas, placing her and
the Obama administration at
the center of a fraught process

with multiple parties, inter-
ests, and demands.

Officials on all sides had
raised expectations that a
cease-fire would begin around
midnight, followed by negotia-
tions for a longer-term agree-
ment. But by the end of Tues-
day, officials with Hamas, the
militant Islamist group that
governs Gaza, said any an-
nouncement would not come

at least until Wednesday.
The Israelis, who have

massed tens of thousands of
troops on the Gaza border and
have threatened to invade for a
second time in four years to
end the rocket fire from Gaza,
never publicly backed the idea
of a short break in fighting.
They said they were open to a
diplomatic accord but were
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Smoke rose over Gaza City Tuesday night after an apparent Israeli air strike on the deadliest day of the fighting.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in Jerusalem.
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WASHINGTON — Massa-
chusetts’ hospitals and re-
search universities, twin pil-
lars of the state economy, face
a double-barreled threat from

looming cuts in federal fund-
ing if lawmakers do not com-
promise on a plan to curb the
national debt by the end of the
year.

Not only does Massachu-
setts face deep cuts in medical
research grants from agencies
like the National Institutes of
Health, but also in health re-
search funded under a little

known Defense Department
program.

Massachusetts receives
more than $3 billion a year in
medical research funding,
more per capita than any oth-
er state, making it unusually
vulnerable to the impending
cuts. At risk is research into
basic life science, as well as
diseases.

A recent report from the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science esti-
mates that Massachusetts
stands to lose $3.1 billion – a
decrease of 8.4 percent — in
military and civilian federal
research and development
grants over the next five years,
roughly half of which goes to
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according to former prosecu-
tors who cite the large number
of people harmed, allegedly by
contaminated steroids made by
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tions were seen last month
combing through the compa-
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day, officials with Hamas, the
militant Islamist group that
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massed tens of thousands of
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Smoke rose over Gaza City Tuesday night after an apparent Israeli air strike on the deadliest day of the fighting.
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lars of the state economy, face
a double-barreled threat from

looming cuts in federal fund-
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promise on a plan to curb the
national debt by the end of the
year.

Not only does Massachu-
setts face deep cuts in medical
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search funded under a little
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program.

Massachusetts receives
more than $3 billion a year in
medical research funding,
more per capita than any oth-
er state, making it unusually
vulnerable to the impending
cuts. At risk is research into
basic life science, as well as
diseases.

A recent report from the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science esti-
mates that Massachusetts
stands to lose $3.1 billion – a
decrease of 8.4 percent — in
military and civilian federal
research and development
grants over the next five years,
roughly half of which goes to
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Mass. medical researchers’ funds at risk
Civilian, defense
grants crucial
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In the news

For breaking news, updated
stories, and more, visit our website:

BostonGlobe.com

Charles Jaynes, convicted of
a notorious 1997 murder,
sought court permission to
change his name, drawing
strong opposition from Rob-
ert Curley, father of 10-year-
old victim Jeffrey Curley. B1.

Britain gave official recogni-
tion to the new Syrian oppo-
sition coalitionwhile vio-
lence intensified in the capi-
tal city of Damascus. A3.

Lawyers for the Kraft Group
and the family of a car-crash
victim argued over the mer-
its of a lawsuit that faults the
Gillette Stadium owners for
the alcohol use that led to
the accident. B1.

Attorney General Martha
Coakley joined 41 of her
counterparts in urging Con-
gress to extend a tax break
for struggling homeowners
who are allowed to jettison
mortgage debt. B5.

A Texas woman was sen-
tenced to 80 years in prison
in connection with a fatal fire
that broke out at her in-
home day care center while
she was out shopping. A2.

With his quick trip, President
Obama appeared to achieve
the goal of conveying the im-
portance the nation attaches
to Southeast Asia. A6.

Two former top executives in
Rupert Murdoch’s British
newspaper operations will
be chargedwith paying
bribes of up to $160,000 to
public officials, prosecutors
said in London. A4.

Former US senator Warren B.
Rudman died at 82. The New
Hampshire Republican bat-
tled deficits and helped lead
a panel that warned of a ter-
rorist strike before the 9/11
attacks. B12.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.

POINT OF VIEW:
DERRICK Z. JACKSON

“The purpose of Thanks-
giving, according to Lin-
coln, was to ask the ‘al-
mighty hand to heal the
wounds of the nation and
to restore it . . . to the full
enjoyment of peace, har-
mony, tranquility, and
union.’ Lincoln did not
have the likes of Target,
Walmart, or Kmart in
mind.” A15.

DAPPLED SKY

Wednesday:Variable cloudiness.
High 48-53. Low 39-44.

Thursday:Mostly sunny, milder.
High 50-55. Low 36-41.

High tide: 5:06 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Sunrise: 6:43 Sunset: 4:17
Full report: Page B13
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By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

The top executives of New
England Compounding Center
are likely to be criminally prose-
cuted on federal charges that
carry possible prison sentences,
according to former prosecu-
tors who cite the large number
of people harmed, allegedly by
contaminated steroids made by
the Framingham pharmacy.

US Attorney Carmen M.
Ortiz, whose Boston office is
known for aggressive prosecu-
tion of health care companies,
acknowledged in a statement
last month that she is probing
New England Compounding,
but has declined further com-
ment. Agents from the US Food
and Drug Administration’s
Office of Criminal Investiga-
tions were seen last month
combing through the compa-
ny’s Framingham offices.

“If there is a federal charge,
there is probably going to be jail
time” sought, said Todd Graves,
a former Missouri US attorney
who in 2002 prosecuted Robert
Courtney, a Kansas City phar-
macist on several federal counts
related to diluting chemothera-
py drugs for thousands of
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Pharmacy
case may
see call for
jail time
US prosecutor’s
decision awaited

By Michael B. Farrell
GLOBE STAFF

The Patrick administration
is pressing Amazon.com Inc.
to begin collecting sales taxes
from Massachusetts custom-
ers as early as next year, argu-
ing it is no longer exempt un-
der federal law from charging
the tax.

Under federal law, online
retailers do not have to collect
sales taxes from Massachu-
setts buyers unless the compa-
ny has a physical presence,
such as an office or store, in
the state. But officials in the
administration of Governor
Deval Patrick contend that
Amazon’s purchase of a North
Reading technology firm, Kiva
Systems, earlier this year, as
well as its ongoing efforts to
recruit engineers for a new of-
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State prods
Amazon
to collect
sales taxes

By Sarah Shemkus
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

M
EDFORD — Buck Roll-
ins never gets sick of
pie. Not at the begin-
ning of an overnight
bakery shift, facing 12

or more hours of pressing dough or pil-
ing fruit into pans. Not six hours later,
when he finds his groove and pie-mak-
ing takes on a Zen-like rhythm. Not
even at the end of the night, when up to
2,500 pies have passed through his
hands.

“You gotta have the right amount of
caffeine, you gotta have the right

amount of sleep, you gotta have the
right amount of food,” said Rollins, im-
parting his recipe for round-the-clock
baking. “It’s exciting.”

Rollins leads the 38-person pastry
team at the Whole Foods Bread and Cir-
cus Bakehouse here, playing a key role
in churning out 80,000 pies destined for
dinner tables throughout New England,
New Jersey, and New York City. As
Americans sit down for their annual rit-
ual of family, turkey, and overeating,
they can expect to spend on average
$49.48 to make a Thanksgiving dinner
for 10, including $5.53 to make two
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Holiday recipe: flour, butter,
fruit, and nonstop bakeries

BILL GREENE/GLOBE STAFF

Irma Morales and Sonam Dorjee assembled pies at Whole Foods’ bakery.

By David D. Kirkpatrick
and Ethan Bronner

NEW YORK TIMES

JERUSALEM — Efforts to
agree on a cease-fire between
Israel and Hamas intensified
Tuesday, but the struggle to
achieve even a brief pause in
the fighting emphasized the
obstacles to finding any lasting
solution.

On the deadliest day of

fighting in the week-old con-
flict, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton arrived hur-
riedly in Jerusalem and met
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel to push for
a truce. She was due in Cairo
on Wednesday to consult with
Egyptian officials in contact
with Hamas, placing her and
the Obama administration at
the center of a fraught process

with multiple parties, inter-
ests, and demands.

Officials on all sides had
raised expectations that a
cease-fire would begin around
midnight, followed by negotia-
tions for a longer-term agree-
ment. But by the end of Tues-
day, officials with Hamas, the
militant Islamist group that
governs Gaza, said any an-
nouncement would not come

at least until Wednesday.
The Israelis, who have

massed tens of thousands of
troops on the Gaza border and
have threatened to invade for a
second time in four years to
end the rocket fire from Gaza,
never publicly backed the idea
of a short break in fighting.
They said they were open to a
diplomatic accord but were
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US joins mounting effort
for Israel-Hamas truce

MOHAMMED SALEM/REUTERS

Smoke rose over Gaza City Tuesday night after an apparent Israeli air strike on the deadliest day of the fighting.

SAID KHATIB/POOL /REUTERS

Arab League chief Nabil Elaraby (third left) met with
Hamas’s Atallah Abu Sibah (right) in Gaza.

BAZ RATNER /REUTERS

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in Jerusalem.
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change his name, drawing
strong opposition from Rob-
ert Curley, father of 10-year-
old victim Jeffrey Curley. B1.

Britain gave official recogni-
tion to the new Syrian oppo-
sition coalitionwhile vio-
lence intensified in the capi-
tal city of Damascus. A3.

Lawyers for the Kraft Group
and the family of a car-crash
victim argued over the mer-
its of a lawsuit that faults the
Gillette Stadium owners for
the alcohol use that led to
the accident. B1.

Attorney General Martha
Coakley joined 41 of her
counterparts in urging Con-
gress to extend a tax break
for struggling homeowners
who are allowed to jettison
mortgage debt. B5.

A Texas woman was sen-
tenced to 80 years in prison
in connection with a fatal fire
that broke out at her in-
home day care center while
she was out shopping. A2.

With his quick trip, President
Obama appeared to achieve
the goal of conveying the im-
portance the nation attaches
to Southeast Asia. A6.

Two former top executives in
Rupert Murdoch’s British
newspaper operations will
be chargedwith paying
bribes of up to $160,000 to
public officials, prosecutors
said in London. A4.

Former US senator Warren B.
Rudman died at 82. The New
Hampshire Republican bat-
tled deficits and helped lead
a panel that warned of a ter-
rorist strike before the 9/11
attacks. B12.

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Oth-
er contact information, B2.

POINT OF VIEW:
DERRICK Z. JACKSON

“The purpose of Thanks-
giving, according to Lin-
coln, was to ask the ‘al-
mighty hand to heal the
wounds of the nation and
to restore it . . . to the full
enjoyment of peace, har-
mony, tranquility, and
union.’ Lincoln did not
have the likes of Target,
Walmart, or Kmart in
mind.” A15.

DAPPLED SKY

Wednesday:Variable cloudiness.
High 48-53. Low 39-44.

Thursday:Mostly sunny, milder.
High 50-55. Low 36-41.

High tide: 5:06 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Sunrise: 6:43 Sunset: 4:17
Full report: Page B13
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By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

The top executives of New
England Compounding Center
are likely to be criminally prose-
cuted on federal charges that
carry possible prison sentences,
according to former prosecu-
tors who cite the large number
of people harmed, allegedly by
contaminated steroids made by
the Framingham pharmacy.

US Attorney Carmen M.
Ortiz, whose Boston office is
known for aggressive prosecu-
tion of health care companies,
acknowledged in a statement
last month that she is probing
New England Compounding,
but has declined further com-
ment. Agents from the US Food
and Drug Administration’s
Office of Criminal Investiga-
tions were seen last month
combing through the compa-
ny’s Framingham offices.

“If there is a federal charge,
there is probably going to be jail
time” sought, said Todd Graves,
a former Missouri US attorney
who in 2002 prosecuted Robert
Courtney, a Kansas City phar-
macist on several federal counts
related to diluting chemothera-
py drugs for thousands of
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Pharmacy
case may
see call for
jail time
US prosecutor’s
decision awaited

By Michael B. Farrell
GLOBE STAFF

The Patrick administration
is pressing Amazon.com Inc.
to begin collecting sales taxes
from Massachusetts custom-
ers as early as next year, argu-
ing it is no longer exempt un-
der federal law from charging
the tax.

Under federal law, online
retailers do not have to collect
sales taxes from Massachu-
setts buyers unless the compa-
ny has a physical presence,
such as an office or store, in
the state. But officials in the
administration of Governor
Deval Patrick contend that
Amazon’s purchase of a North
Reading technology firm, Kiva
Systems, earlier this year, as
well as its ongoing efforts to
recruit engineers for a new of-
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State prods
Amazon
to collect
sales taxes

By Sarah Shemkus
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

M
EDFORD — Buck Roll-
ins never gets sick of
pie. Not at the begin-
ning of an overnight
bakery shift, facing 12

or more hours of pressing dough or pil-
ing fruit into pans. Not six hours later,
when he finds his groove and pie-mak-
ing takes on a Zen-like rhythm. Not
even at the end of the night, when up to
2,500 pies have passed through his
hands.

“You gotta have the right amount of
caffeine, you gotta have the right

amount of sleep, you gotta have the
right amount of food,” said Rollins, im-
parting his recipe for round-the-clock
baking. “It’s exciting.”

Rollins leads the 38-person pastry
team at the Whole Foods Bread and Cir-
cus Bakehouse here, playing a key role
in churning out 80,000 pies destined for
dinner tables throughout New England,
New Jersey, and New York City. As
Americans sit down for their annual rit-
ual of family, turkey, and overeating,
they can expect to spend on average
$49.48 to make a Thanksgiving dinner
for 10, including $5.53 to make two
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Holiday recipe: flour, butter,
fruit, and nonstop bakeries

BILL GREENE/GLOBE STAFF

Irma Morales and Sonam Dorjee assembled pies at Whole Foods’ bakery.

By David D. Kirkpatrick
and Ethan Bronner

NEW YORK TIMES

JERUSALEM — Efforts to
agree on a cease-fire between
Israel and Hamas intensified
Tuesday, but the struggle to
achieve even a brief pause in
the fighting emphasized the
obstacles to finding any lasting
solution.

On the deadliest day of

fighting in the week-old con-
flict, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton arrived hur-
riedly in Jerusalem and met
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel to push for
a truce. She was due in Cairo
on Wednesday to consult with
Egyptian officials in contact
with Hamas, placing her and
the Obama administration at
the center of a fraught process

with multiple parties, inter-
ests, and demands.

Officials on all sides had
raised expectations that a
cease-fire would begin around
midnight, followed by negotia-
tions for a longer-term agree-
ment. But by the end of Tues-
day, officials with Hamas, the
militant Islamist group that
governs Gaza, said any an-
nouncement would not come

at least until Wednesday.
The Israelis, who have

massed tens of thousands of
troops on the Gaza border and
have threatened to invade for a
second time in four years to
end the rocket fire from Gaza,
never publicly backed the idea
of a short break in fighting.
They said they were open to a
diplomatic accord but were
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US joins mounting effort
for Israel-Hamas truce

MOHAMMED SALEM/REUTERS

Smoke rose over Gaza City Tuesday night after an apparent Israeli air strike on the deadliest day of the fighting.

SAID KHATIB/POOL /REUTERS

Arab League chief Nabil Elaraby (third left) met with
Hamas’s Atallah Abu Sibah (right) in Gaza.

BAZ RATNER /REUTERS

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in Jerusalem.

By Tracy Jan
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Massa-
chusetts’ hospitals and re-
search universities, twin pil-
lars of the state economy, face
a double-barreled threat from

looming cuts in federal fund-
ing if lawmakers do not com-
promise on a plan to curb the
national debt by the end of the
year.

Not only does Massachu-
setts face deep cuts in medical
research grants from agencies
like the National Institutes of
Health, but also in health re-
search funded under a little

known Defense Department
program.

Massachusetts receives
more than $3 billion a year in
medical research funding,
more per capita than any oth-
er state, making it unusually
vulnerable to the impending
cuts. At risk is research into
basic life science, as well as
diseases.

A recent report from the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science esti-
mates that Massachusetts
stands to lose $3.1 billion – a
decrease of 8.4 percent — in
military and civilian federal
research and development
grants over the next five years,
roughly half of which goes to
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in prison, though federal guidelines allow for a life sentence in cases of health care fraud 
involving death. 

Companies prosecuted under these provisions typically reach settlements with the 
government, agreeing to pay multimillion-dollar fines and to change their practices to 
comply with the law. Prosecutors are often satisfied with fines because of the difficulty of 
proving company executives intended to commit a crime, and jury verdicts are 
unpredictable. 

But in this case, the former prosecutors say the government is likely to seek jail 
time for New England Compounding’s top executives under a seldom-used provision of 
the law known as the responsible corporate officer doctrine. 

This doctrine allows federal prosecutors to hold a company’s executives 
criminally responsible for wrongdoing of employees, even if the executives did not 
participate in or know anything about the criminal activity. Conviction carries a 
maximum one-year prison sentence. 

“The government has gone after a lot of big companies and gotten a lot of money, 
but I don’t think they feel they are having the deterrent effect if people don’t go to jail,” 
said Stephen Huggard, a Boston attorney and former federal prosecutor in the Boston US 
attorney’s office. 

In 2011, federal prosecutors in Pennsylvania won convictions and jail time for 
four former Synthes Inc. executives for their roles in the medical-device maker’s 
promotion of a bone cement for back surgery. The product was not approved for that use 
by federal regulators, who had warned about its safety in spine surgeries. Prosecutors said 
the company did not stop marketing the product until after three elderly patients died in 
surgery. The executives’ prison sentences ranged from five to nine months. 

But last month, the owner of a Texas compounding pharmacy avoided prison, 
instead receiving probation and a $100,000 fine after pleading guilty to charges involving 
an overly potent gout drug that led to the deaths of three patients injected with the 
medication. 

The threat of criminal charges led Barry Cadden, co-owner and former managing 
pharmacist at the now-closed New England Compounding Center, to invoke his Fifth 
Amendment right against self-incrimination and decline to answer questions last week 
during a congressional hearing on the outbreak. His attorney, Bruce Singal of Boston, 
sought immunity from prosecution for Cadden in exchange for his testimony, but said he 
has not heard back from lawmakers. 

He said it was irresponsible to speculate on criminal charges against Cadden. 
“Criminal defense lawyers and former prosecutors . . . should know the perils of 
speculating on the outcome of a hypothetical criminal case without the benefit of the 
facts,” Singal said by e-mail. 

An attorney for the company’s other principal owner and top officer, Greg 
Conigliaro, declined to comment through a company spokesman. The company’s 
attorney, Paul Cirel, said in an e-mail that “it is premature, if not irresponsible, to 
speculate on the likelihood of criminal charges, let alone sentences that might ensue.” 

The Globe reported earlier that shortly before the fungal meningitis outbreak was 
linked to New England Compounding, the company sent customers a “Quality Assurance 
Report Card” trumpeting the cleanliness of its labs, even as internal tests showed 
widespread contamination. 

Federal regulators investigated New England Compounding a decade ago after 
patients treated with injectable steroids made by the company, including the same 
medication implicated in the current outbreak, reported health problems. The FDA also 
sent the company a 2006 warning letter about mass producing drugs and operating like a 
manufacturer, which state officials have said violated its state license. 

Investigators will be seeking these types of documents to demonstrate that 
company officials knew there were problems yet continued to promote its products as 
sterile, said Robert M. Thomas Jr., formerly a federal prosecutor in Maryland and now a 
Boston attorney representing employees in whistleblower cases against their former 
companies. 

“It’s e-mails, it’s warning letters that were received,” said Thomas. “You show 
knowledge of the risk, you show lower employees telling higher employees of problems. 
You start with lower-level employees. You may have to give them immunity to talk.” 

 
Kay Lazar can be reached at klazar@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter 

@GlobeKayLazar. 


