
Honored Judges,

In the hours and days that followed the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School we found 
ourselves trying to unravel the truth of  a story unprecedented in its horror – 20 first-graders 
systematically slaughtered, along with six women who’d tried to keep them safe.  For our 
journalists, covering Sandy Hook became more than a story; it became a mission, to help our 
readers take in the incomprehensible and convey the depth of  a community’s grief  with honesty 
and respect.

A good deal of  what you’ll see in our submission is our online coverage from the first day, 
as reporters working in the field and tapping sources worked quickly to get information. We 
aggressively updated our online story, sent out text messages and emails, posted powerful images 
and engaged our readers on Facebook and through Twitter. We broke several key developments 
the first day. We kept our readers up to the minute with the latest information while also conveying 
the terror and pain of  the families as they awaited word of  their children’s fate. Our work also 
involved trying to verify – and eventually refute – some of  the erroneous information that became 
part of  the story that day.

By the time the first day’s newspaper was published, we had compiled a complete and powerful 
narrative of  the tragedy at Sandy Hook. The stories that appeared in the paper and online in the 
days that followed provided depth, context and are some of  the finest examples of  journalism in 
the Courant’s long and storied history. Working quickly, we were able to tell readers in exacting 
detail how the shooter had gone from room to room searching for victims; about a quiet loner who 
inexplicably turned into a mass murderer and about the beloved principal who gave her life trying 
to protect her students.  Within 24 hours of  the release of  the victims’ names, we’d built a thorough 
collection of  their pictures and stories. A column by staffer Rick Green reflected the extent to 
which the pain and fear of  Sandy Hook was shared by so many.

I’m proud of  how our people handled this challenging story. I appreciate you taking the time to 
read our work.

Respectfully,

 Andrew Julien


