
Daly: It could get wild, y’all, at the Country Music Association Awards. Etc, 2B
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Bizarre Florida
The high jinks 
between Bubba the 
Love Sponge and 

Hulk Hogan can’t compare 
to the weird news that pops 
up in Florida. Go to tampa
bay.com/blogs/bizarre.

.  TODAY’S WEATHER

BUCS MUM ON 
WRIGHT FACING 
A SUSPENSION
Tampa Bay coach Greg 
Schiano says NFL rules 
prohibit the team from 
commenting on a story that 
cornerback Eric Wright will 
miss four games for using 
Adderall. Sports, 1C
• A win Sunday over Oak-
land would put the Bucs 
in the hunt for the playoffs, 
Tom Jones says. Sports, 1C

U.S. had received 
warnings on Libya
The reports cited training by 
extremist groups, but were 
not specific about a target, 
officials say. World, 3A

Puppeteer agrees 
to plead guilty
Ronald William Brown of 
Largo will admit possessing 
and receiving child pornog-
raphy. Local, 1B

Suspect identifi ed 
in 2003 killings
Clearwater police believe 
Gilberto Juarez-Hernandez 
killed a woman and her 2-
year-old son. Local, 1B

Jobs at any cost 
is a losing game
Subsidizing lower-pay jobs 
with even more tax dollars 
isn’t sound, Robert Trigaux 
advises. Business, 4B

Son’s behavior 
raised red fl ags
Benjamin Bishop, 16, who is 
accused of killing his mother 
and her boyfriend, had a his-
tory of violence. Local, 1B

Syrian airstrikes 
pound rebel areas
Attacks, which killed more 
than 80, are called the most 
widespread bombing in the 
past 19 months. World, 3A

Tax breaks worry 
local governments
The public will feel the pain 
if Amendment 4 passes, city 
and county governments 
warn voters. Local, 1B

School mourns
loss of teacher
Thurgood Marshall Funda-
mental Middle had counsel-
ors for students. Local, 3B
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L IGHTHOUSE of Northwest Florida 
offers refuge to parents terrified of 
losing their daughters to the tempest 

of a sinful world.
It promises an oasis where teenagers wear 

nylons and say “yes, ma’am,” where Scripture 
is sung and words are spoken only in turn.

Alcohol, drugs, promiscuity, self-mutila-
tion, eating disorders — the reform home 
approaches all ills with heavy doses of pun-

ishment and God.
The home’s doors lock shut, to keep the 

girls in, and the sin out.
But within that isolation, strange things 

happen.
Girls say they have been ordered to tack-

le, pin down and sit on their out-of-con-
trol peers. They describe being confined 
to a time-out room the size of a walk-in 
closet, almost every waking hour, for days 
at a time.

Police reports filed over the years give 
glimpses of desperation. A girl slits her wrists 
with a razor blade. One grabs a butter knife. 
One tries to make a noose with her tights.

A girl bangs her head on the floor, scream-
ing of murder and suicide, telling a police 
officer, “I will find a way to kill myself if you 
don’t get me out of here.”

Much of what goes on inside remains 
secret.

Locked away from sin
SIN WON’T BE TOLERATED at a home to reform troubled girls where faith and punishment 
intermingle. Parents are promised an oasis. Young women who lived there tell a different story.

STORIES BY ALEXANDRA ZAYAS   •   PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATHLEEN FLYNN   •   TIMES 

In God’s name   |   Last of three parts

.  See LIGHTHOUSE, 10A

ONLINE 
Stories from 
survivors, 
details about  
unlicensed 
religious 
homes 
investigated 
for alleged 
abuse. 
Go to 
tampabay.
com/faccca

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: Girls listen to a 
sermon during a service at Lighthouse of 
Northwest Florida on Aug. 9. Girls pledge 
allegiance to the American flag, the Bible 
and the Christian flag. 

Associated Press

Lower Manhattan, as seen from the Brooklyn Heights promenade, goes dark Monday night. One World Trade Center, background center, remains brightly lit. 

New York Times

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.

H
urricane Sandy battered 
the mid-Atlantic region 
Monday, its powerful 
gusts and storm surges 
causing once-in-a-gen-

eration flooding in coastal com-
munities, knocking down trees 
and power lines and leaving hun-
dreds of thousands of people — 
including a large swath of Man-
hattan — in the rain-soaked dark.

The mammoth storm made 
landfall near Atlantic City, N.J., 
around 8 p.m., with maximum 
sustained winds of about 80 
mph, the National Hurricane 
Center said. 

It pushed a storm surge of 
about 13 feet into lower Manhat-
tan. Water flowed into subway 
tunnels, underground garages 
and a construction site near 
ground zero.

 At least 10 deaths were blamed 

on the storm, which killed 69 
people earlier in the Caribbean.

The storm had unexpectedly 
picked up speed as it roared over 
the Atlantic Ocean on a slate-
gray day and went on to para-
lyze life for millions of people in 
more than a half-dozen states, 
with extensive evacuations that 
turned shorefront neighbor-
hoods into ghost towns. Even the 
superintendent of the Statue of 
Liberty left to ride out the storm 

at his mother’s house in New Jer-
sey; he said the statue itself was 
“high and dry,” but his house in 
the shadow of the torch was not.

The wind-driven rain lashed 
sea walls and protective barriers 
in places like Atlantic City, where 
the Boardwalk was damaged as 
water forced its way inland. Foam 
was spitting, and the sand gave in 
to the waves along the beach at 
Sandy Hook, N.J., at the entrance 

BY ALEX LEARY
Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Superstorm 
Sandy forced the presidential 
race into an unpredictable spin 
Monday as rain and high winds 
pummeled the East Coast, caus-
ing both campaigns to cancel 
events with a week left in a battle 
that remains bitterly close.

President Barack Obama 
skipped a rally with Bill Clin-
ton in Orlando on Monday and 
an event in Wisconsin today , fly-

ing back to Washington, D.C., for 
briefings with emergency offi-
cials as images of flooding and 
violent ocean waves began to fill 
TV screens.

Mitt Romney kept campaign 
events in Ohio and Iowa but 
called off plans to campaign 
Monday night in Wisconsin and 
canceled events today  in Ohio, 
“out of sensitivity” for the mil-
lions of Americans in the path of 
the storm, which began Monday 

HISTORIC HAVOC 
Hurricane Sandy

CAMPAIGNS ON HOLD: 
Obama and Romney cancel 
events in deference to the storm.

PARALYZED CITIES: 
Millions are without power, and 
transportation is halted.

‘BOUNTY’ LOST: The ship of 
movie lore is abandoned, and 14 
of its crew are rescued. 

Storm’s record surge floods New York City. 

.  See SANDY, 5A

Campaigns pause 
to focus on crisis

.  See CAMPAIGNS, 8A

Seas claim ‘Bounty’

BY MARISSA LANG 
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The old 
captain shook his head as the 
news anchor’s words cut through 
the chatter of family and friends. 
He squinted and leaned forward, 
clutching his cane .

Hugh Boyd absorbed this news 
with his entire body: The HMS 
Bounty sank Monday and two 
crew members were missing off 
the North Carolina coast. (The 
Coast Guard later recovered the 
body of one crew member, but 

the captain was still missing.)
 “I can’t believe this,” Boyd said. 

“She’s gone. She’s gone and she’s 
taken two people with her.”

The HMS Bounty, a replica 
built for the 1962 movie Mutiny 
on the Bounty with Marlon 
Brando, was Boyd’s second home 
for 28 years. Starting as a low-
ranking seaman on the ship’s 
first voyage, he worked his way 
up, eventually serving as the 
ship’s captain.

One of the few remaining 
.  See BOUNTY, 6A

Hybrid storm
The hurricane transforms into a 
bigger, sloppier system. 4A

Floridians stranded
Some travelers deal with a famil-
iar situation. 5A

Storm photos
Some of the effects of the storm’s 
fury are captured. 7A

Politics Replica made for ‘Mutiny’ 

Courtesy of Petty Officer 2nd class 
Tim Kukl

The longtime Pier attraction 
was off the coast of North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks 
Monday when it sank.

The captain is missing and a crew member 
dead as the tall ship built for a film founders.

      A different, gentler approach

                                                            PUNTA GORDA
 Young boys wind up at the Gator Wilderness 
Camp School because they lash out in anger or run 
away from home.
 They must survive outdoors on this private 
property off a dirt road in Punta Gorda, building their 
own huts, cooking their own food. Every Sunday, they 
are required to go to chapel.
 But, unlike more than a dozen other Christian 
children’s homes examined by the Tampa Bay Times, 
children here do not complain of abuse or neglect.
 Director Gregg Kanagy does things differently.
 No corporal punishment. No threats or  name 
calling. No confinement or shackling.
 Boys who live here tour the facility first and 
stay only if they agree to it.
 Kanagy’s program and other religious chil-
dren’s homes like it are fundamentally different from 
the troubled homes uncovered by the Times in a year 
long investigation:
 While all of the programs fall outside of state 
standards because of a religious exemption, many still 
ban the use of corporal punishment and extreme pun-
ishment techniques.
 Kanagy, who has a master’s degree in educa-
tion and is certified to teach emotionally and mentally 
handicapped students, said paddling kids does not 
work.
 “Corporal punishment is about external con-
trols,” he said. “We’re about internal controls.”
 Kanagy said he avoided a state license so he 
could require his campers to attend a chapel on

By ALEXANDRA ZAYAS,
Times Staff Writer

Sundays; he doesn’t want them to be able to opt out. 
“We always stick together as a group.
 ”He does not use the reduced oversight to pun-
ish boys for every little mistake. “It’s not about perfor-
mance,” he said. “It’s about them being able to get to 
the point where they can talk about the hurts in their 
lives.”
 New boys are treated the same as the others.
 If one boy punches another, the group talks it 
out, and if that takes time out of their fishing trip, they 
deal with it.
 A boy once ran away and climbed a tree. He 
wasn’t shackled or secluded for days. The boy decided 
he wanted to cut down the tree, so he wouldn’t have to 
look at it and remember. So they did.
 The camp did not always work this way. Under 
other leaders in 2008, a 15-year-old who had mouthed 
off was laid on by a 220-pound counselor for three 
hours. Other boys witnessed and participated in the 
restraint.
 State investigators verified the incident and 
found such treatment was not unusual at the camp. 
The director at the time was charged with neglect, 
but died before trial. The counselor pleaded guilty to 
a lesser charge, contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor; he got probation. The school closed.
 “My guess,” Kanagy said, “is there was some 
pretty unhealthy group culture.”
 Kanagy reopened the home in 2009 after 
pledging a change its rough tactics. Since then, the 
state has not had to respond to a claim of mistreat-
ment.




