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Paid Rivero $25,000 in 
consulting fees

Paid at least $15,000 
in consulting fees.

Funneled a $13.5 million 
project to build more 
than 60 homes.

As chairman of the Miami 
Parking Authority, Rivero 

approved a parking garage 
development deal.

Hired to run the 
Ward Towers 

assisted living 
services.

Built a troubled,
$18 million public housing 

complex for the elderly.

Paid a $5 million advance 
for a new Housing Agency 

office complex. Nothing 
has been built.

Helped Rivero receive a 
Housing Agency loan by 

providing a required letter 
promising financing from 

Southeast Financial. 

Advanced $9.5 million for 
housing projects that have 
never been built. Also gave 
66 vacant lots.

Paid $1.6 million for two 
building projects that are 
now dead. The money has 
not been returned.

Hired to run food 
services at Ward Towers.

Created spinoff 
company.

Paid more than $300,000 
to manage a painting and 

landscaping program in 
Liberty City.

Paid more than 
$200,000 to help 

certify minority 
contractors to do the 

work. The BBA 
double billed on a 
series of invoices.

ILS
Development

Group
A spinoff company to

develop public housing
Rene Rodriguez

and others

JESCA
Nonprofit social-

service agency
Dorrin Rolle

executive director,
Miami-Dade County

commissioner

Red Rock Global
Based in Atlanta

Ward
Towers

Independent
Living System
Based in Miami

Black Business
Association

Alben Duffie
President

John Dixon
Exec. Director

and others 

Masvidal Partners
Developer

Raul Masvidal 
and others

Miami Downtown
Developers

Alben Duffie / Teja Assoc.
Red Rock Global

The Gale Company

Hometown Station
General partners

Raul Masvidal
Otis Pitts 

Investors
Alben Duffie

Oscar Rivero
and others

MLK Office Complex
A Miami-Dade County
development project

Development team included:
Otis Pitts

Raul Masvidal
Alben Duffle

Antonio Junor
and others

Riverside Home of 
South Florida

Rivers Development 
Group

Oscar Rivero
Lawyer and chairman of the

Miami Parking Authority

Infill Development Group
Reynaldo Diaz

Mortgage lender and president of 
Southeast Financial Corp. of Miami

H.J. Russell
Based in Atlanta

Gave a $940,000 loan to build 
homes. To date, almost nothing 
has been built and the money has 
never been returned.

MIAMI-DADE AFFORDABLE HOUSING: CONNECTIONS, PROFITS, DEALS

MDHA Development Corp.
Private, nonprofit

Alben Duffie
Longtime board member and current president

Rene Rodriguez
Founding president, resigned in 2004 

SOURCE: Miami Herald reporting P. CHEUNG / MIAMI HERALD STAFF

Here’s a look at some of the people 
and companies involved in the 
county’s troubled affordable 
housing program:

Miami-Dade Housing Agency
Rene Rodriguez

Longtime director, resigned 2004 

Emma Duffie
Former chief of the Housing Agency’s

land program, wife of Alben Duffie

Sunset Pointe Apartments
The MDHA Development Corp. paid 

$750,000 to partner with Rivero on a 
proposed apartment complex in 

South Miami. The building has never 
materialized.


